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CONGRATULATIONS...Karen Geddis, a first-grade Washington Elementary
School teacher, is recognized last week by the Rotary Club of Westfield with the
2009 Charles Philhower Fellowship Award for her outstanding contribution to
education. Pictured, from left to right, are: Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, Mrs. Geddis and Mark Elsasser, Rotary president and director
of the Westfield Area “Y.”

Michael J. Pollack for  The Westfield Leader
GETTING H1N1 UPDATE... Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield), center,
learns more about the H1N1 virus during a Monday press conference in Westfield.
Looking on are Union County Manager George Devanney, left, Union County
Police Chief Daniel Vaniska, in back, and Westfield Leader editor Paul  Peyton.

WF BOA Rejects a Second
Kitchen in Fairhill Rd. Home

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its monthly
meeting, the town’s zoning board of
adjustment (BOA) unanimously ap-
proved six out of seven applications
on Monday evening. The BOA car-
ried over an additional four applica-
tion requests to its next meeting.

The only application denied was
from Robert Lutey and Yvonne Lu
(not present at the meeting) of 11
Fairhill Road. Mr. Lutey’s applica-
tion asked for “permission to retain a
lower-level kitchen, in a home being
renovated to include among other
changes, a new first-floor kitchen,”
according to the agenda.

Mr. Lutey would like to use the
second kitchen for events in his back-
yard patio area as well as for the
caregiver of a visiting elderly family
member to prepare meals. With two
kitchens in the dwelling, the house
would be considered a two-family
dwelling, which is in violation of the
land use ordinance in that particular
neighborhood in Westfield.

Vincent Loughlin, BOA attorney,
advised the board “[a second kitchen]
fits the definition of a two-family
dwelling. The board should not be
concerned with the personal uses of
the current owner.”

Mr. Lutey asked if the BOA would
approve his application if the new
second kitchen did not include an
oven. Mr. Loughlin said that neither
he nor the BOA were permitted to
advise Mr. Lutey about his applica-
tion. After Mr. Lutey’s remarks, four
of his neighbors spoke to the BOA, all
in opposition to his application.

John O’Brien of 23 Fairhill Road
said, “We’re (he and his wife, Phyllis)
here in opposition to the ordinance. I
studied the issue. There is no reason

for the BOA to grant the variance.
There is no hardship. The character of
the neighborhood is of single-family
residences in the Brightwood sec-
tion. There are two separate entrances
that I’ve used when visiting the prior
owner. There is a potential for a two-
family residence.”

Mrs. Jacalyn Yudd of 12 Fairhill
Road said, “I worry a future owner
will make it a two-family unit and
turn it into a rental. Her husband said,
“I agree with everything the board
attorney has said.”

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel responded that, “It’s as
close to a two-family house as we’ve
ever seen.”

After a 20-minute break, the BOA
reconvened to hear Joseph
Barmakian’s application to renovate
the carriage house at his 258 East
Dudley Avenue property. The pur-
pose of the renovation is to restore the
carriage house to its original quality,
while providing a modern heating
system so the space may be used as an
exercise room. In addition, the drive-
way is being replaced with porous
pavers that can hold the weight of a
fire truck but yet can still grow grass,
according to the project’s architect.

“What’s being requested is to return
heat as it was originally. Carriage houses
are an important architectural element
to the neighborhood. It is not irrespon-
sible for the owner to restore it. I like the
idea of grass pavers that provide more
utility than gravel. I think it is a good
solution. I wish more applicants would
use it,” said Mr. Heinbokel during the
board’s remarks on the application.

The application was approved with
a deed restriction. The next meeting
of the BOA is scheduled for June 8 at
7:30 p.m. in the council chambers at
425 East Broad Street.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CROSS-TOWN MATCHUP...This Saturday, starting at 2 p.m. at Elizabeth’s Williams Field, Westfield (WHS) and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) High School baseball teams will meet in the championship game of the Union County Tournament. Amazingly,
WHS and SP-F have only met seven previous times in the 55 years of the county tournament; WHS winning in 1955, ’68, ’77, ’83
and ’87, and SP-F coming out on top in 1976 and 2000. But none of those games were in the final. See story on page 13.

Public Works Comm. Submits
$1.9 Million Capital Budget

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On a night in which
the council heard predictions that the
worst of the recession is over, the
Public Works Committee, Tuesday,
unveiled a $1.46-million Capital Im-
provement Program budget summary,
which was submitted to the Finance
Policy Committee for approval.

Last year, the town operated with a
nominal capital budget of more than
$100,000, which was earmarked for
quiet-zone improvements at the
Rahway Avenue grade crossing and
an aid-funded Westfield Avenue road
project.

In 2009, a total estimated expendi-
ture of $1.9 million in capital im-
provements was offset by $467,000

in aid, Public Works Committee
Chairwoman JoAnn Neylan outlined.

Ms. Neylan said that while her
committee’s proposal had to be “fis-
cally sound and prudent, we also have
to maintain our town.”

The $1.46-million proposal in-
cludes $670,000 in various road im-
provements and $350,000 in miscel-
laneous sectional paving. Ms. Neylan
said the annual list of roads in need of
repair was deferred from 2008 to this
year.

Separately, the town has submitted
a 2010 road list to the New Jersey
Transportation Trust Fund Authority,
the stated mission of which is to fi-
nance the cost of reconstruction and
repair of the state’s transportation
system.

The town regularly applies for,
and receives, between $150,000 and
$200,000 in assistance through the
trust fund. This year, the town re-
ceived $175,000, which will fund
improvements to Willow Grove
Road.

A municipality can name three
streets, and typically, it will receive
assistance with one project. The town
named Boulevard (from South Av-
enue to Grove Street), Barchester Way
(entire street) and North Euclid Av-
enue (from East Broad Street to
Mountain Avenue) on its 2010 list.
When asked, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said Summit and Woodland
Avenues are “next in the queue.”

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca and
Third Ward Councilman David Haas
explained to The Westfield Leader
following the meeting that the pro-
posal, as currently constituted, should
still allow the town to pay back
roughly $700,000 of principal on its
long-term debt, which stands at about
$17 million.

Also under Ms. Neylan’s report,
she said the town’s sidewalk-replace-
ment program may experience a new
wrinkle. The 2009 capital budget pro-
posal Ms. Neylan submitted features
a $140,000 total charge for sidewalk
replacement; this item, however, is
not budgeted for because it is com-
pletely user-funded.

The program, which formerly called
for residents and the town to split the
cost, changed last year. Now, inter-
ested residents pick up the full tab.

Ms. Neylan said that, moving for-
ward, the committee is considering
charging an application fee to resi-
dents who want to make use of the
program.

“It will fund the administration of
the request,” said Ms. Neylan, who
noted residents “still benefit from the
town going out to bid on the project.”

Mr. Haas said if a surcharge is
eventually enacted, it should not be
considered an additional fee, he rea-
soned, because residents who would
choose to replace sidewalks privately
would still be subject to an applica-
tion fee to cover the cost of assess-
ment.

In economic matters, though un-
employment hovers at 9 percent na-
tionally, and 500,000 jobs were lost
last month, Finance Chairman Sal
Caruana said the country is 90 days
away from “visible” signs of recov-
ery. He also made another prognosti-
cation – that in six months, the coun-
try would experience a surprisingly
strong Christmas shopping season.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

MS BOE Cuts Seven Teacher
Aides From School District

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Approxi-
mately seven support staff members
will be cut from the Mountainside
school district, effective June 30,
2009. “Every child that needs an aide
according to his or her IEP will have
one,” said Mountainside Board of
Education (BOE) President Mary
Beth Schaumberg during the board’s
meeting Tuesday evening.

Before personnel items were voted
on by the BOE, member Carmine
Venes said, “I noticed we’re eliminat-
ing a lot of teacher aides.”

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Jeanette Baubles told The Westfield
Leader that during the past few
months, she has spoken with Execu-
tive County Superintendent Carmen
Centuolo regarding the ratio of spe-
cial needs students to teacher aides.
“We’re over by six special education
aides. We have some aides in place
that will no longer [at the end of the
current school year] be Individual
Educational Plan (IEP) driven. We
have some students moving along, so
it won’t be necessary to have these
folks in place,” said Ms. Baubles.

Ms. Baubles told The Leader that
last week Rice notices, as required by
the state Sunshine Laws allowing
personnel to have a public hearing
regarding position termination, were
given to those support staff members
affected.

The board’s motion to approve the
18 personnel items passed unani-
mously.

Prior to announcing the layoffs, the
BOE discussed issues related to re-

sults, as summarized by Ms. Baubles,
from the district’s Quality Single
Accountability Continuum (QSAC)
report issued by the state Commis-
sioner of Education (COE).

The district was required to com-
plete a District Performance Review
(DPR), which is a self-evaluation by
a team of people from the school
district that compiles data in five ar-
eas and weighs the results of the
district’s performance against state
standards. The results were: Opera-
tions Management (84 percent), In-
struction and Program (95 percent),
Governance (95 percent), Fiscal Man-
agement (98 percent) and Personnel
(95 percent).

“We were designated as a ‘high
performing school,’” said Ms.
Baubles.

BOE member Jorge Batista asked
Ms. Baubles for further information
on why the district scored 84 percent
on Operations.

“We were very open. We were more
in the planning stage of the process
than in execution,” said Ms. Baubles.

She explained that the COE asked
for more details on outside resources
in the district’s emergency manage-
ment plan, as well as how to better
support students who need academic
support but are not classified as spe-
cial needs. “We were conservative
about some of the points we gave
ourselves in some areas. The COE
said we did it and gave us points,”
said Mrs. Schaumberg, who was a
part of Ms. Baubles’ team. “What’s
listed is improvement plans in terms
of personnel, not for points [the re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

GW Council Reduces School
Tax Levy by Two Points

SP Police, Public Works Protest
Possible ‘Slash and Burn’ Layoffs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Police and
public works representatives appealed
to the township council on Tuesday to
avoid laying off municipal employ-
ees, with a police union representative
warning that personnel reductions
“will cripple the police department.”

For nearly an hour at the council’s
regular meeting, police and public
works department employees spoke
— sometime angrily — about the pros-
pect of staff reductions as a means of

trimming municipal expenditures. Ear-
lier this month, notices of possible
layoffs were issued to all township
employees, with 27 individual notices
given to those workers whose specific
positions are at risk.

Most of the 46-member police force
attended Tuesday night’s meeting, os-
tensibly to listen as a resolution de-
claring this week as National Police
Week was approved, but the resolu-
tion was removed from the formal
agenda at the last minute. Mayor Nancy
Malool told The Westfield Leader  that
the removal was a “mistake.”

Instead, Police Chief Brian Mahoney
first publicly recognized the efforts of

his department before Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly spoke of “the pride I have
being a cop in Scotch Plains.” At times
shouting his remarks, he singled out the
four department employees at risk of
being laid off — three officers and an
employee in the records department —
and praised their work.

Lt. Donnelly also criticized Gre-
gory Fehrenbach, the consultant hired
to assist in the preparation of the mu-
nicipal budget, as a “slash-and-burn
type of guy” who was unfamiliar with
the town and its operations.

Former Police Chief Marshall
Nelson also called Mr. Fehrenbach a

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council passed an amended
school tax levy during its meeting on
Tuesday that cuts $37,400 in surplus
from the school district’s special edu-
cation budget. Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio said that as a result
of the reductions, residents would see
a two-point drop in their proposed
school taxes, lowering the average in-
crease from $107 to $87.

Following the failure of the pro-
posed budget during the April 21 elec-
tion, the mayor and council, along
with representatives from the school
board, met to discuss potential reduc-
tions to the $6.3-million tax levy last
Monday.

“The funding that’s recommended
to be reduced was extra money in the
special education budget,” said Ms.
Villaggio, the council’s school board
liaison. “It would have no impact on
the present teachers or students in the
school district.”

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said the budget was forwarded to the
Union County Office of Taxation.

In other business, it was announced
that the Garwood Police Department
would begin a bicycle patrol unit this
summer, following the receipt of a
mountain bike from the Neumann
Foundation. The organization, named
after Keith Neumann, an Essex County
Police officer killed in an accident
during the line of duty, will donate 101
bicycles to 90 police departments
throughout the state this year.

“It turns out that [Chief William
Legg] does have an officer now that
was certified on a bicycle,” Ms.
Villaggio said. “And it just so hap-
pened that funding was available for
the bike through that foundation.”

Ms. Villaggio said the bike patrol, in
addition to saving money on gas us-
age, would allow for more personal
interactions between officers and the
community.

“It’ll be good for the relationship of
the police department with our citi-
zens,” Ms. Villaggio said.

Also announced on Tuesday was
the formation of the borough’s “Green
Team.” Councilman Anthony Sytko,
who was selected as team chairman,

WF Teens Face Criminal
Charges for SP Field Fire

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Four male
juveniles from Westfield were taken
into custody last Friday for their al-
leged involvement in the burning of a
swastika into the artificial turf field
behind the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

According to Scotch Plains Police
Detective Lieutenant Brian Donnelly,
at 9 p.m., Scotch Plains Detective
Shawn Johnson, who was volunteer-
ing at the Relay for Life cancer ben-
efit being held at the football stadium
adjacent to the turf field, was notified
that several teenagers were observed
lighting a section of the turf field on
fire.

Det. Lt. Donnelly said the sus-
pects fled the scene before Det.

Johnson arrived at the location of the
fire. It was later reported that the
teens had attempted to enter the
event, which required pre-registra-
tion, and were turned away for not
being pre-registered. They were said
to have left the registration booth
without incident.

Police are investigating whether or
not the fire was started before or after
the teens were not permitted to enter
the fundraiser. Authorities said wit-
nesses were able to identify three of
the teens involved in the fire and the
teens were apprehended within a brief
period of the incident.

The fourth suspect was appre-
hended a short time later and all four
were taken into custody and trans-
ported to headquarters. Three of the
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Special Edition
Of the Newspaper

Each spring, we provide this spe-
cial edition and include a copy of our
annual This Is Westfield publication.
We hope you enjoy it.

Every resident in Westfield is pro-
vided with this edition along with our
regular subscribers in all of the towns.
We do this to enhance awareness and
promote subscriptions.

Please subscribe at goleader.com/
subscribe. We will earn your trust
each week.

Horace Corbin, Publisher


