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Reader ‘Offended’ By
Leader Store Criticism

I grew up in Westfield (nee Wheatley)
and was a teenager when Joe and Mark
Spector’s grandfather opened The Leader
Store.

From the beginning, they were truly
wonderful people who would do any-
thing and everything to help a customer
and also gave back “so much” to the
community.

Due to third class mail, I just recently
received my April 2 issue and was shocked
and personally offended by Stephen
Schoeman’s critical letter of this fine
business’s window signs.

Stephen Schoeman, when your integ-
rity comes close to that of the Spector
family, speak again. Thank you Leader
Store.

Elizabeth Cohen
Pittsfield, Ma.

Muhlenberg Hospital One-Year
Anniversary of Closing

Former Resident Enjoys
Old Leader Stories

Thank you for printing my letter and for
the unexpected history lesson it engen-
dered. My mother, Joy, age 94, was very
active in Westfield politics and with the
Neighborhood Council. She lives in Beach
Haven now [and] will enjoy reading it.

Peter Cowles
Newport Beach, Cal.

American Military Tests
Waterboarding on U.S. Troops

Your ‘Devil’s Den’ Articles Brought
Back a Flood of Terrific Memories

Westfield Budget Meetings Were Open
And Should Continue to Be Presently

Sadly, Few Care, Few Vote;
The Only Landslide Was For ApathyNew Assemblywoman Thanks GOP Delegates

To Bruce Johnson: I just happened to
come across some of your Westfield
Leader articles and I wanted you to know
how much I enjoyed reading them and
how flattered I am to be remembered and
mentioned by you. I will always consider
my time playing sports at Westfield High
School for coaches Kehler and Koury as
one of the highlights of my life. Your
“Devil’s Den” articles brought back a
flood of terrific memories.

I only have one small quibble (actually
directed more to Greg Chlan), but it in-
volves one of my proudest moments play-
ing baseball at Westfield. In your 10/27/
05 column, you write of Greg recalling
the great 1965 GNT semifinal game
against Union (the Al Santorini-Elliot
Maddox team) that Westfield won by a 2-
1 score in 12 innings. Greg recalls that we
won the game on a Jeff Bauer squeeze
bunt. I’m afraid that isn’t the way it hap-
pened.

I singled in the winning run in the
bottom of the 12th (even though the game
was played at the Union field, Westfield
was the home team) against Santorini’s
reliever, a left-hander whose name I no
longer recall. We may have scored our

initial run on a squeeze by Jeff – I don’t
recall.

That was the greatest baseball game I
ever played in. It was the closest Santorini
ever came to losing a game during his
high school years (he left with the game
tied at 1-1), and it allowed us to advance
to the GNT final game at Bears Stadium
in Newark, where we lost to the Richie
Zisk-Larry Pyle Parsippany team (I seem
to remember a 5-3 score).

I also remember my first at-bat in that
game against Santorini. Coach Koury sent
me up to sacrifice bunt, and Santorini
threw me three of the hardest fastballs I
had ever seen (or, more accurately, didn’t
see). I didn’t come close to bunting any of
them – very embarrassing for me. And the
following year, in the Union County Tour-
nament final game, Union took their re-
venge on us, clobbering us by a score that
I recall as 13-0 or 13-1.

Anyway, I just wanted to let you know
that I really enjoyed reading your col-
umns and to thank you for allowing me to
revisit those great times.

Chuck Hood
Brooklyn, N.Y.

A clear pattern has developed for the
upcoming Mayoral election, which needs
to be ended now. Bill Brennan puts forth
ideas that he feels will make improve-
ments to local government, in this case
the budget process, only to be attacked by
certain councilman that have taken on the
task of attacking Brennan at each and
every turn.

Bill Brennan has held the office of
Westfield Town Judge, councilman in
Rutherford, N.J. and assistant district at-
torney in New York He certainly has
worked in the public arena, and not only
has the right to challenge the process, but
the foresight to improve and create a
better Westfield for all of us.

Recently, Bill expressed his opinion
that the mayor should take a more active
role in our municipal budget process.
Currently, a budget committee of four
council members develops the entire
Westfield municipal budget, this year an
estimated $40,000,000. These meetings
are held behind closed doors, the public is
barred from attending. The mayor does
not attend. The public cannot have any
input into the way tax dollars are spent,
until the budget committee brings forth
the town’s budget to the entire council.
This may be the first time the mayor sees
the budget, no one knows, due to the
current closed door meeting process.

Bill wants the budget process “sun-
shine,” which legally opens it up to the
mayor and the entire Westfield Town
Council and the public from day one.

Once the budget is presented to the
mayor and entire town council, very little
changes, as we are now in defend and
support phase of the process. Some would
say “rubber stamp.”

For this you would think that Brennan
had been involved in the Lincoln assassi-
nation, to hear the attack dogs come after
him.

Now, for the rest of the story. The open
process that Bill advocates is the exact
process that had been used in Westfield
for many years, until recently. If the mayor
is not involved in the budget process from
day one, is this the best we can do? If the
public is legally barred from the budget
process from day one, can we improve
this closed-door policy?

I served on the Westfield Town Coun-
cil, and we used the exact system that Bill
advocates.

Either the current mayor and a few
selected members of the council are na-
ive, or they are intentionally misinform-
ing the public, you tell me which is worse.

They have publicly advocated that an
open process to building the budget can-
not work. Well, my friends, it not only can
work, it did work, and will work again if
Bill Brennan has his way.

I ask the current mayor to hold his
defenders in check. If they want to take on
the political position of attack dog, then
be honest and informed, and above all be
civil.

Tony LaPorta
Westfield

It is nearing the one-year anniversary
of the closing of Muhlenberg Hospital as
an acute care hospital. People in Plainfield
have been meeting twice a week for the
last year, with individuals working round
the clock to uncover and deliver the truth
about this hospital closing. There was no
community impact study done by the
state or needs assessment completed be-
fore the closing. Before the economic
downturn, this “nonprofit” hospital was
closed by Solaris Corporation because of
“not making enough profit.” Research
has exposed questionable accounting
practices. Were the books cooked?

Muhlenberg had one of the highest
ratings in the state for infection control,
medical care, and was first in the state for
door to balloon angioplasty.

The endowments, which were given in
perpetuity, have never been returned to
the people of Plainfield. The equipment
was stripped and transferred to JFK. The
transportation problem has never been
solved. There have been deaths. Many
neighborhood people cannot get to the
surrounding hospitals quickly enough.
Ambulance services are jammed up, and
just a few weeks ago an ambulance could

not get across Rt. 22 at a controlled inter-
section because of traffic. Before the dis-
mantlement of the hospital, transporta-
tion was not an issue. The state placed
many people with disabilities in residences
in Plainfield over the years, and then took
the hospital away. Was this a violation of
EMTALA? With the impending flu epi-
demic, the lack of accessible healthcare
will be a compounded problem.

The closing of Muhlenberg as an acute
hospital has clearly brought us into a
deeper era of medical apartheid. (Read
Harriet Washington’s book, Medical
Apartheid.) A healthy acute care hospital
has been killed by political and corporate
greed. The domino effect has indeed taken
place with other hospitals in New Jersey
in grave danger of closing. Muhlenberg is
clearly a wound that is not healed. It is still
rippling with great effect into the
healthcare of all of us in New Jersey, but
especially to those who live in the
Plainfield area. Many are “stuck” just like
in Hurricane Katrina.

Thank you to all who are keeping this
in the public eye!

Rev. Sarah Seivard Colvin
Muhlenberg Independents, Plainfield

I am writing this letter in hope that the
public can get the other side of the story
on the recent outcry and ban on
waterboarding. What the politicians and
media portray is that our brave soldiers
are inhuman in their treatment of sus-
pected terrorists. We see the words
waterboarding and torture used together
by the news organizations on a daily
basis. So, why was this method of ex-
tracting information used instead of an-
other? Well, because it works and it’s
been tried on American military person-
nel for years by our own military. Yep –
our own military has operated a course to
train personnel what it’s like to be a
P.O.W. and how to survive without giv-
ing sensitive information to the enemy. Is

waterboarding part of this course? Yes.
My college roommate, who also served

in the Navy, attended this course. He and
all the personnel that attended the course
got to experience firsthand what it’s like
to be a prisoner. I haven’t heard any news
that neither any one died or was perma-
nently damaged by this technique or pro-
gram, nor that any news organization or
politician cried out against this act being
done by Americans to fellow Americans.
Come on people step back and think while
looking for real news and not entertain-
ment news. Don’t give up on Democracy
and spreading it to better lives around the
world.

Robert Fox
Scotch Plains

On April 21, the school budget once
again passed. This is a sad example of our
democracy in practice. The Scotch Plains–
Fanwood Times indicated that the ‘Yes’
votes totaled 1,948 to 1,546 ‘No’ votes.
The Times wrote there are 21,000 regis-
tered voters (seems high to me). That
makes only 9.3 percent voted yes and 7.4
percent voted no. This means that over 83
percent of registered voters did not take
the time and/or did not care to vote on the
largest and the only tax that affects them.
The only landslide was for apathy!

This proves the point that the majority
of Scotch Plains–Fanwood taxpayers
agree with NJ’s state Treasurer Rousseau
when he said [was] that he did not believe
that we are overtaxed. In fact, when Gov-
ernor Corzine was asked about Mr.
Rousseau’s comments, the only thing that
the Governor said that he would have
worded it different. It looks like the Gov-
ernor also does not think we are overtaxed
as do 83 percent of our taxpayers.

The end result is: Why should Scotch
Plains and Fanwood town or the county
leaders concern themselves with keeping

our taxes down? Why lay off public work-
ers, why cut programs, why cut back on
expenses, why not approve the new
teacher’s contract, etc.? We taxpayers
don’t care how much tax we pay!

Since 83 percent of the voters would
not vote on the school budget, please go
ahead and raise our taxes to whatever you
need or want, apply for whatever waivers
you need as we don’t believe that we are
overtaxed and would not act to prevent
any increase. This view is despite the 9.1
percent unemployment in Scotch Plains.
Should you lose or have lost your jobs,
don’t look to your neighbors — they just
don’t care.

I fear that this apathy will extend into
November, and we will have the non-
change you can believe in, and the situa-
tion will get worse. You decide if this is
the future you want. Should it not be,
maybe next time you will excise the free-
dom to vote that many Americans have
sacrificed so much for.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Respectful of Others,
Appreciate the Same
I was reading the editorial [letters] from

last week’s paper regarding the actions
(or inaction) of the store clerk at the
coffee roastery on Elm Street and sadly, I
was not surprised at all to see that he was
completely disinterested in helping out.

Here’s why: A few weeks back, I was
driving through Westfield on a Saturday
at 5:45 p.m. and made a conscious deci-
sion to purchase my coffee at the local
“mom and pop” roastery instead of the
coffee chains in town. My thought was to
support the independent Westfield mer-
chant, especially with the current eco-
nomic climate taking its toll on everyone.
That said, I walked into the store and the
clerk just stood behind the counter and
looked right through me, almost annoyed
that I came into the store.

I proceeded to pour two cups of coffee
and realized there was no milk (or half
and half) in sight so I asked the clerk
where I could find it. With that, he re-
sponded by saying quite aggressively and
rudely “I put it away, I cleaned up already
as we’re almost closed”.

Please keep in mind, there was an
“open” sign on the door and it was 5:45,
15 full minutes before closing. Upon him
giving me quite the attitude, I promptly
put the filled cups of (black) coffee on the
counter, told him that I will never buy
coffee at his store ever again and left.

I have always been taught to be re-
spectful of others and appreciate (but
never expect) the same in return – a rule
I apply everyday in my life (both personal
and business). It is quite obvious that this
particular Westfield merchant is void of
such basic principles and will continue to
lose customers because of it.

Michael Hammer
Westfield

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

I wanted to publicly thank the del-
egates who attended the recent Special
District 21 Convention on April 27 for
their support in my selection to fill the
General Assembly vacancy created by
the recent passing of my husband, Dr.
Eric Muñoz. Serving in the General As-
sembly is an honor, a responsibility and a
challenge that I am prepared to accept.

I look forward to meeting my constitu-
ents, many of whom have already pro-
vided tremendous support and encour-
agement to me and my family over the
past month. I hope to have the opportu-
nity to thank them personally for their
kindness. Equally important, I am very
anxious to get to Trenton and to take with
me the priorities that I know are important

to the people of District 21, including
greater fiscal restraint and accountabil-
ity; an immediate reform of the onerous
COAH regulations and an affordable,
accessible health care system.

Again, I thank you for your support and
I look forward to serving the people of
District 21.

Asw. Nancy Muñoz
SummitEditor’s Note: Sen. Kean has a new office address, see below.
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thrasonical – Boastful or bragging
2. Castanea – A genus of the common

chestnut tree
3. Excortication – Stripping off bark
4. Tourbillion – A whirlwind; a fire-

work that rises with a spiral motion

IMPORTUOUS
1. Of pressing value; important
2. Without a port or harbor
3. Pertaining to goods being brought

into a country
4. Seizing an opportunity; responding

correctly at the right time
MISE

1. The staging of a play, including the
setting, arrangement of actors, etc.

2. A slender dagger used in the Middle
Ages

3. Mean; nasty
4. In Old English law, an issue to be

tried
PERRY

1. Grayish blue
2. Jewelry; precious stones
3. The fermented juice of pears
4. A midieval catapult for hurling stones

SAXICOLINE
1. Hollowing out rocks, as some mol-

lusks
2. A word, phrase, idiom, etc. of En-

glish or Anglo-Saxon origin
3. A string of pearls
4. Living or growing among the rocks

More letters on pages 5, 19

In Local Government and Boards,
Transparency Is the Best Option

The Borough of Garwood on Monday held a
meeting for members of the borough’s council and
school board for the purpose of trimming a school
tax that was rejected last month by voters.

Borough Administrator Christine Ariemma in-
formed this newspaper on Monday that we erred in
our coverage last week when we reported that a
meeting scheduled for May 4 was a “public” meet-
ing. She said, in fact, that since the meeting lacked a
quorum, the public was “excluded.” She told us that
there is no state law that requires a town to hold a
public meeting when a school budget is voted down,
only that the two entities meet and review the de-
feated budget.

We ask, “How can the council conduct a meeting
to make decisions as required by law on a defeated
school budget without a quorum?” We further ask,
“How can government ask citizens to vote, then hide
their deliberations on the voters’ decision?” Little of
this makes sense to us. Does it make sense to you?

The public instead will be permitted to attend the
regularly scheduled borough council meeting on
Tuesday, May 12, where the council is expected to
vote on a resolution for changes to the school budget
as discussed at Monday’s “private” meeting.

In our opinion, while Monday’s meeting might
have followed the letter of the law, it violates the
spirit of the law and the expectations of citizens.
Why are borough officials denying the public an
opportunity to hear discussions and provide their
comments?

On February 17, Garwood Board of Education
members used phrases such as “heart-wrenching”
and “rock and a hard place” to describe their feelings
regarding the negotiations with the New Jersey Edu-
cation Association (NJEA). They were particularly
critical of the NJEA, saying that the union was
unwilling to accept offers below the increase ap-
proved on Tuesday. “They [the NJEA] are out of
touch with reality,” board member Linda Koenig
said. “They need to go out and look at what is going
on around them. They are asking people who are
losing their jobs to accept these salary increases.”
Board member John Sullivan, chairman of the nego-
tiations committee, said he was disappointed in the
NJEA. “This is a bigger problem than Garwood,”
Mr. Sullivan said. “This is a state problem. Our hands

are tied; we are up against a giant.”
The Garwood voters must have heard the frustra-

tions of the board when they decided to vote down
the budget in April. Now, at this stage, the public
should be heard early in the process, not after a
behind-the-doors agreement is worked out between
the two taxing entities.

What is more frustrating for the public is that
government most likely will again say their hands
are tied because there is a union contract in place and
it cannot be changed.

The Town of Westfield has moved in the last
couple of years by not advertising its municipal
budget meetings, thus excluding the public and
press. The change has become a political issue for
this coming election year. Committee meetings now
only have four council members present; thus, they
lack quorums and the Sunshine law does not apply.

There are two sides to the Westfield story: closed
meetings are more efficient versus open meetings
lead to better public input and acceptance.

To its credit this year, the County of Union and the
freeholders did hold several budget meetings, all
open to the public.

In the future, our local governments should to
make every effort to be open to the public. We believe
this will ultimately result in less controversy, as
everything will be “flushed out.” Maybe this will be
less efficient at first – but it seems to be the best way
for government to serve the public.

We must remember that most members of local
councils and boards of education are volunteers,
devoting considerable time to serve. Nevertheless,
government will never be transparent if the public is
excluded.

Latest Contract Struggle
There’s a detailed letter on page 19 from the

Westfield Policemen Benevolent Association reject-
ing the town’s request for contract compromises.
There’s a 55-minute video on goleader.com where
town officials discuss the budget dilemmas.

In our view – at some point in time, all unions, the
NJEA and government must come together. It’s not
time now to have layoffs – while at the same time, the
taxpayer is “tapped out.”


