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County to Save $1.4 Mil.
By Dumping Horizon

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union saved over $1.4 million this
year by changing the healthcare pro-
viders last month to serve the county’s
2,800 employees.

At last Thursday’s Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders meeting, Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella said the
county was facing increases ranging
from 9 to 12 percent by retaining
Horizon, the former carrier. Mr.
Mirabella said Cigna has come in
with a flat rate for the county.

Union County Manager George
Devanney said the county had bud-
geted for a 4 percent increase for its
$32 million insurance policy but will
now see no increase – for a savings of
around $632,000 when projected over
the remaining six months in the 2009
budget. The increase by Horizon was
estimated at $2.8 million for a one-
year contract or $1.4 million for the
remainder of the year. The new Cigna
policy becomes effective July 1.

“They (Cigna) have guaranteed us
that the coverage will be equal to or
better than currently provided by
Horizon,” Mr. Devanney said.

Matthew Presutti of Brown &
Brown, the county’s insurance bro-
ker, said they found “Cigna to be far
and away the best option for employ-
ees and retirees of the county.” He
said the goal of contracting with Cigna
was for them “to deliver an excep-
tional program at an exceptional value
to the taxpayers.”

Amy Malcynski, new business man-
ager with Cigna, said the insurance
carrier has scheduled 70 “open enroll-
ment” meetings for county employees
to learn about the health coverage.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing, Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
questioned a resolution, later approved
by the freeholders, for an increase of
$273,708 for a contract for “construc-
tion, administration and inspection ser-
vices” for the South First Street Bridge
in Elizabeth. The new contract for
Hardesty & Hanover is $980,243.

“To me, being in construction, that
is astronomical,” Mr. Paterson said.

In addition to the Hardesty &
Hanover contract, the freeholders ap-
proved a $3.8-million contract with
Ritacco Construction, Inc. of Belleville
for the replacement of the bridge.

Mr. Paterson estimated that con-
struction management and inspection
services equates to 25 percent of the
total costs of the bridge, about 8 per-
cent higher than he felt it should be.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
“worked enormously hard” to secure
funding “in the many millions of dol-
lars” for the South First Street Bridge
project through the North Transpor-
tation and Planning Authority, of
which he serves on the board of direc-
tors.

“This is a project that has been
around for years and years and years,”
he said. “We are doing this project
with minimal county dollars.” He said
the federal government approved
“what is being spent on this project.”

Director of Engineering and Pub-
lic Works Joseph Graziano added that
the county is “not spending more
than we have” on the bridge project.

Mr. Paterson also questioned a
$13,000 increase to the $1.2 million
contract with Netta Architects of
Springfield for interior work and re-
placement of an elevator at the Union
County jail in Elizabeth.

“Normally, professional charges for

an hour are about $150 maybe on the
average. You take that $1.1 million
and divide it by $150, and you get
about 8,000 hours of professional
services for some kind of interior
alterations,” Mr. Paterson said. “My
God, that’s a hell of a lot of money.”

Mr. Paterson added that “some-
body really better pay attention to
these professional fees.”

“Just because it is your opinion
that the fees are high doesn’t mean
that’s true,” Mr. Mirabella said. “We
aren’t spending any money frivo-
lously here in this county on these
projects.”

Director of Correctional Services
Brian Riordan said the contract is not
just for the jail but for the former
juvenile detention center, located
above a parking garage, which is be-
ing converted into an adult correc-
tional facility. He said the building
needed to be reconfigured to trans-
port prisoners from the existing jail,
which is being renovated.

“I can’t do it (renovation) without
moving the prisoners to a reasonable
location,” Mr. Riordan said.

Mr. Devanney said the jail renova-
tions have been mandated by the state.

In other public comments, Robert
Butler of Roselle asked for the
county’s assistance in providing park-
ing for users of Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. He said he likes to take his
mother to the park but often cannot
find a parking space because students
from Union County College, located
across the street, are filling
Nomahegan’s parking lot. He also
said he does not want to park on the
street for fear of being issued a ticket.

He contacted the Cranford police
chief and the Union County Police
Department, the latter of which went to
the park and issued tickets for violators
of the park’s two-hour parking limit.

Mr. Mirabella said the county would
call Thomas Brown, president of
Union County College, as well as
have Mr. Devanney contact Union
County Police Chief Dan Vaniska to
monitor parking in the lot.

Jim Bittner of Cranford said the
now-defunct Oak Ridge Golf Course
“has been turned in to a dirt hill.”

“I just want the taxpayers of Union
County to know that an asset that they
used to have for 87 years in Union
County has been plowed over by this
board,” Mr. Bittner said. He ques-
tioned proposals to use the park for
such things as archery.

Freeholder Sullivan said Mr. Bittner
“couldn’t be more wrong about Oak
Ridge.”

“Yes, it is an asset. It’s a great asset,
and it’s going to be developed as an
asset,” he said. “By the time it is
completed…there are going to be tens
of thousands of people enjoying that
park as Oak Ridge Park… Frankly,
it’s going to serve a lot more people
than it did as a golf course, and we’re
confident of that.”

Sen. Kean to Serve on
Senate Edu. Committee

TRENTON — Senate Republi-
can Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) will begin serving on
the Senate Education Committee
the next time the committee con-
venes.

“New Jersey has a proud history
of providing our children with top-
tier educational opportunities that
prepare them for future success,”
Mr. Kean stated. “I look forward to
working with my colleagues from
both sides of the aisle to ensure
this tradition of excellence contin-
ues.”

Mr. Kean was the prime sponsor of
the New Jersey Quality Single Ac-
countability Continuum Act

(NJQSAC), legislation that aims to
reduce government red tape in high-
performing school districts.

The senator also explained some
of his other ideas, including stream-
lining school security guidelines
and preparations and opening up
charitable donations to local boards
of education to reduce property
taxes.

Mr. Kean has served in the State
Legislature since 2001, when he was
appointed to a vacant seat in the As-
sembly created by the retirement of
the late Alan Augustine of Scotch
Plains. He moved up to the Senate in
2003, upon the resignation of Rich-
ard Bagger of Westfield.

Municipal Alliances to
Host Meeting Monday

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The
Municipal Alliances of Berkeley
Heights, New Providence and
Mountainside, in conjunction with
Prevention Links, will jointly host a
program entitled A.L.L.I.A.N.C.E.
(Adults Learning Lessons In Alcohol
Negligence in a Community-wide Ef-
fort) this Monday, May 11, at 7:15
p.m. in the Governor Livingston High
School Auditorium.

This program will focus on the need
for awareness of the underage drinking
problem in area communities.

“The issue of underage drinking
has become a serious concern, and
awareness is crucial to the residents
of our communities. This program
will shed light on the issues surround-
ing underage drinking and offer pre-
vention tips for parents and children.
The legal implications of underage
drinking for children and parents will
be discussed as well,” according to a
press release from the Berkeley
Heights A.L.L.I.A.N.C.E. Program.

There will be group discussions,
brief video presentations and an open
forum for any questions for panel
members. Representatives from the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
all three police departments, both
school districts, Prevention Links and
all three municipal alliances will also
be on hand to answer questions and
provide input. Parents, students and
community members are invited and
encouraged to attend.

The Union County Division on Aging will
discuss services and programs for seniors.
Dr. Karen Ensle, a nutrition expert who
heads the Rutgers Union County Exten-
sion, will describe a new senior health pro-
gram that combines budget and nutrition
with exercise and physical activity.

Staff from the Union County Clerk’s
office will be on hand to process passport
applications from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Munici-
pal Building’s recreation room.

From 6 to 9 p.m. a freeholder booth
will be set,up at the police building, in the
council meeting room, located at 315
Westfield Avenue. Residents can pick up
brochures and flyers on a wide variety of
county services and programs.

The events also include a visit by the
county’s Trailside Nature and Science
Center Eco-Van for second grade stu-
dents at the Frank K. Hehnly School on
Raritan Road.

For updates regarding the addition of
events and services to the schedule, visit
ucnj.org or ourclark.com.

Freeholders to Meet In
Clark on Thursday, May 14
CLARK — The second of four mobile

Union County Freeholder Board meetings
scheduled for 2009 will be held in Clark on
Thursday, May 14. The meeting caps a day
of county-sponsored events and services in
Clark, open to all Union County residents.

“If you have never attended a Freeholder
meeting before, this is a good opportunity to
get to know your county government,” said
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella.

The May 14 meeting will start at 7 p.m.
in the Clark Council Chambers at the Police
Department/Municipal Court Room, 315
Westfield Avenue.

The day’s events will also include Child
Safety Seat Inspections at the Deutscher
Club, located at 787 Featherbed Lane, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Residents can bring their
car safety seats to be checked for proper
installation by trained personnel from the
Union County Division of Public Safety.

From 1 to 2 p.m., a senior program will
held in the recreation room at the municipal
building, located at 430 Westfield Avenue.

Tax Amnesty Available
Until June 15 in NJ

TRENTON — The New Jersey Di-
vision of Taxation has initiated a lim-
ited time tax amnesty program for
individuals and businesses that, due to
tough economic times, owe taxes and
are now confronted with accumulat-
ing interest payments and penalties.

Beginning Monday, May 4, and
until June 15, the division will waive
all penalties and forgive half of the
interest owed.Tax amnesty is avail-
able to individuals and businesses
that owe unpaid taxes to the Division
of Taxation for tax returns due on or
after January 1, 2002, and before Feb-
ruary 1, 2009. After the Tax Amnesty
period ends, an additional 5 percent
penalty will be imposed on all out-
standing tax amounts. In addition, all
other penalties, interest and other costs
authorized by law will be added back.
For information, visit
taxamnesty.nj.gov.

Raynor Denitzio for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RALLYING AGAINST CHANGES...Members of the Kean University Federa-
tion of Teachers rally Monday to protest proposed changes to academic affairs at
the university, among other grievences with Kean President Dawood Farahi.
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Kean Faculty Protests Farahi,
Gives No-Confidence Vote

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Calling his
administration’s actions “tragic, dra-
conian and senseless,” American Fed-
eration of Teachers President Randi
Weingarten, along with members of
the university’s faculty and student
body, protested on Monday in oppo-
sition to president Dawood Farahi’s
leadership of Kean University.

“What we have to do as a trade
union, as a college union, as profes-
sors and students alike, is we have to
stop [Mr. Farahi] from walking away,”
Ms. Weingarten said. “We have to
challenge him and his policies,
whether we say a vote of no confi-
dence or whether it is any other way
that we use our voice.”

Among the major grievances cited
on Monday is a proposed plan to
reorganize Academic Affairs at the
university. According to the Kean
Federation of Teachers (KFT), Mr.
Farahi’s administration is consider-
ing eliminating the departments of
Social Work, Philosophy, Religion
and Foreign Languages, reducing the
number of academic departments
from 39 to 20 and creating three new
schools.

The KFT also cited scheduling
changes for the Spring 2009 semes-
ter, rising university debt, increased
tuition and expanded use of adjunct
faculty, among other grievances, as
part of what the federation called Mr.
Farahi’s “fiscal and academic mis-
management.”

The rally comes on the heels of a
KFT general membership meeting
last week, during which more than
130 members voted “no confidence”
in Mr. Farahi’s presidency.

“An overwhelming majority of 92
percent of faculty and staff said, ‘we

have no confidence in President
Farahi’s ability to lead Kean Univer-
sity,’” Dr. James Castiglione, a pro-
fessor of physics and president of the
KFT, said. “This is a clear vote of no
confidence and has clarified for the
KFT leadership that nothing less than
the future of the university is at stake
here.”

Reached via e-mail, Stephen Hudik,
a spokesperson for Kean University,
said the group that protested on Mon-
day “does not represent the majority
on campus.” He said no decisions
have been made regarding changes to
academic affairs, and the university
must wait for final word from the
state government regarding budget
numbers. He said that would occur in
June.

The university is facing a $7 mil-
lion deficit, and Mr. Hudik said a
number of options are being consid-
ered, including consolidating pro-
grams, layoffs and furloughs.

“We are not going to balance the
budget on our students and their par-
ents,” Mr. Hudik said. “Our final
recommendations will be guided by
what is consistent with the univer-
sity mission – providing a quality
education that is accessible and af-
fordable.”

Mr. Hudik said if departments are
consolidated, current students would
be able to finish their studies at Kean;
however, the programs would not be
offered to incoming students.

The KFT represents the university’s
full-time faculty as well as profes-
sional staff. Mr. Castiglione said the
local chapters of the Communica-
tions Workers of America, which rep-
resents clerical staff, and the Interna-
tional Federation of Professional and
Technical Engineers are also support-
ing the KFT.


