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POLICE BLOTTER

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMING HOME…UNICO volunteers help transform the recreation room in
Westfield’s Armory for soldiers from the Army National Guard’s 102nd Cavalry
coming home from Iraq in June. Pictured are: 102nd Cavalry RSTA Cpt. Pete
Zabita, Sgt. Julian Londono, Cadet Lt. Louis Fernando, Cpl. Jeff Heine, Pfc. Steve
Undrosky, Nancy LaCorte, family readiness group leader and mother of Spc. Evan
Dickerson and Spc. Joshua Dickerson. UNICO volunteers are Dave Lovato, Peter
Serpico, John Chiesa, Tony Valles and Robb Abrams. Not shown is Amy Lovato.

Jury Rules Westfield Did Not
Discriminate in Age Case

BY MICHAEL J. POLLACK AND
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A state Superior
Court jury in Union County, last week,
ruled unanimously that the Town of
Westfield had not engaged in age dis-
crimination when it denied a Scotch
Plains resident from serving as a volun-
teer firefighter. The jury also decided,
by a 7-2 vote, that the town had not
“retaliated” against the same resident,
who had later sought a position on the
town’s local-access television station.

William McMeekan had filed the
lawsuit against Westfield in November
2006 after first dropping a civil-rights
complaint against the town when he
applied as a volunteer with the Westfield
Fire Department on March 18, 2002, at
age 35, and was not hired.

Subsequent to making his initial claim
against the town in November 2006,
Mr. McMeekan filed an “amended com-
plaint,” alleging that Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea had “retaliated against
him” by not hiring him as the TV-36
director of operations. In 2006, the
town opted to hire Jamie Lynn Drohan,
a previous producer on Union TV-34
and a CN8 “Newsmakers” host.

The trial, held from April 13 to 30, at
the Union County Courthouse in Eliza-
beth, included six witnesses – former
Fire Chief John Castellano and current
Chief Dan Kelly, Mr. Gildea, Mr.
McMeekan and an economist.

Mr. McMeekan sought $650,000 for
a lost 20-year career as a fireman and
$415,000 for the loss of 20 years of
employment as TV-36 director, a total
of $1.065 million.

“The jury listened to all the allega-
tions and said the town didn’t do any-
thing wrong...they said the right thing
was done, and we prevailed,” Mr. Gildea
said. “It came down to the credibility of
the town officials versus the credibility
of Mr. McMeekan.”

Mr. McMeekan claimed in his law-
suit that the town requires an applicant
to serve two years as a volunteer before
being considered to join the paid unit.

“We discussed this ad nauseum.
There was a major dispute over these
facts,” Mr. Gildea responded.

Mr. McMeekan alleged that he was
more qualified than other volunteers
based on his performance on the
Union County Fire Academy, New
Jersey and Westfield Fire Department
examinations but was “passed
over...repeatedly between March
2002 and March 2004, until it was too
late for him to ever be hired as a paid
firefighter.”

The cut-off age to be considered for
a position on the paid fire department is

40. There is no guarantee, however,
that a person would secure a job as a
paid firefighter after serving as a volun-
teer, Mr. Gildea said.

Mr. Gildea said that to be a Westfield
Fire Department volunteer, an appli-
cant must live or work in Westfield or
reside in a contiguous town.

“There were times during this period
where he did qualify and times that he
didn’t,” the administrator said.

Ultimately, he said, the chief at the
time, Chief Castellano, had the final
say in hiring for the volunteer firefighter
job. Likewise, Mr. Gildea said he had
discretion on the TV-36 hiring.

“I made a choice,” Mr. Gildea said,
“and I don’t regret it.”

Mr. Gildea said the judge “encour-
aged” the two sides to settle the lawsuit,
but the administrator said the town was
“not inclined” because it felt it had a
“very strong case” and did not feel it
was appropriate to offer a financial
settlement to Mr. McMeekan.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky provided a
statement to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on the settlement:

“I am pleased that this case has fi-
nally concluded,” the mayor wrote. “ I
respect the process, and I respect the
jury’s verdicts,” he continued. “To pro-
tect our taxpayers and to set the right
precedent, it was critically important to
vigorously defend the town and
management’s actions, which I had al-
ways believed were absolutely correct
and in good faith. The town’s profes-
sional managers are well trained and
strive to execute all policies and proce-
dures in accordance with all applicable
laws and regulations, and the jury’s
verdicts affirmed this.”

Mr. McMeekan delivered an e-mail
statement.

“The jury did not find that we met the
high burden of proof required for this
claim,” Mr. McMeekan wrote.

“Yet,” he continued, “the testimony
in this case was very telling, neverthe-
less. I believe the record clearly shows
that representatives from Westfield en-
gaged in multiple acts of deception as
well as directly violating the New Jer-
sey state statute concerning the hiring
of firefighters. The fact that they were
not found guilty of the specific charges
does not change this. It does, however,
make it less likely that these facts will
ever become truly public or be ad-
dressed by the powers that be in
Westfield.”

The Suburban Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF), of which Westfield is a member,
covered the town’s legal representa-
tion. The JIF hired Eric Harrison of
Methfessel & Werbel in Edison to de-
fend the town.

schools should look out for.
Vo-Tech Assistant Superintendent

of Schools Pete Capodice said if a
student is suspected to have the flu in
school, an ambulance will be called
to take the student to the hospital.
Since the MRSA staph infection two
years ago, the districts clean com-
puters, tables, desks and chairs, etc.,
daily utilizing a heavy-duty anti-bac-
terial cleaner.

In Mountainside, Chief School Ad-
ministrator Jeanette Baubles said
school nurses, the district physician
and members of the administrative
team continue to review HlN1 up-
dates from county health officials and
the New Jersey Department of Edu-

cation (NJDOE). Health officials
stress the importance of hand-wash-
ing. Following the lead of the NJDOE,
Ms. Baubles said the district has
posted an information sheet on its
website.

The symptoms of the H1N1 flu are
similar to seasonal flu and include
fever, lack of appetite, coughing and
fatigue, health officials said. Some
people have also reported sore throat,
nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.

School officials are asking parents
to keep children home if they are sick,
especially with a fever, and to take
basic precautions such as washing
hands often with soap and water, es-
pecially after coughing or sneezing.

SCHOLARSHIPS…Two Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduating se-
niors were among 225 recipients awarded TD Bank scholarships. The two
students received $1,000 scholarships. Pictured, from left to right, are: senior Bill
Johnston, Fanwood TD Bank Manager Linda Diaz and senior Eric Williams.
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Swine Flu Testing

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RESCUE...Firefighters disable a vehicle that was involved in a two-car collision
Friday morning on North Avenue in Westfield just west of Central Avenue, while
care is provided to an injured driver who was transported to the hospital by the
rescue squad.

Westfield
Wednesday, April 29, Yahmira

Arthur, 24, of Plainfield and Miketta
Patrick, 35, of Somerville were ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting
$1,798.88 worth of clothing on the
600 block of West North Avenue.
Both were transported to Westfield
police headquarters and processed.
Patrick was issued a summons and
released. Arthur also was issued a
summons but was held further on an
outstanding no-bail warrant from the
Essex County Sheriff’s Department.
All the stolen merchandise was re-
turned to the business to which it
belongs.

Thursday, April 30, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the theft of $15 worth
of change from the inside of her un-
locked motor vehicle while it was
parked on the 200 block of Golf Edge
Drive. The case was turned over to
the Westfield Police Department De-
tective Bureau.

Thursday, April 30, a resident of
the 200 block of Park Street reported
the theft of approximately $49,000
worth of miscellaneous jewelry from
her bedroom. The case was turned
over to the Westfield Police Depart-
ment Detective Bureau.

Saturday, May 2, Erin Hynes, 25,
of Westfield was arrested on Dela-
ware Street on outstanding criminal
warrants from Westfield and South
Amboy, with bail amounts of $500
and $278, respectively. She was com-
mitted to the Union County jail on
default of bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, April 29, Sonya Hull,

34, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, April 30, Bernard
Grayson, 46, of Orange was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out
of Newark. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, May 1, Jazmen Johnston,
22, of Newark was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on
an outstanding warrant out of
Irvington. Louis Johnston, 52, of
Newark, who was a passenger in the
vehicle, also was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Irvington.
They were both processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, May 2, Joseph
Machinshok, 21, of Dingmans Ferry,
Pa. was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Stanhope. He was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Monday, May 4, Gerade Crute, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue on an
outstanding warrant out of Plainfield.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Monday, May 4, Camille Thomas,
25, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
on an outstanding warrant out of
Middlesex. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 28, a resident of

Spruce Lane reported that someone
stole her son’s bicycle valued at $150
from the bike rack at his school.

Wednesday, April 29, police inves-
tigated a hit-and-run accident on
Route 22. According to police, the
victim’s motor vehicle was legally
parked when an unknown vehicle
struck it, causing damage to the rear.

Friday, May 1, Tylita Evans, 21, of
North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Friday, May 1, a resident of Victor
Street reported that someone entered
her residence and removed jewelry
and other items.

Friday, May 1, a resident of Lam-
berts Mill Road reported that some-
one damaged his front lawn, causing
$500 worth of damage.

Saturday, May 2, a resident of Ev-
ergreen Avenue reported that some-
one has been harassing her by send-
ing her letters in the mail.

Sunday, May 3, a resident of Wind-
ing Brook Way reported that some-
one used his credit card to make sev-
eral thousand dollars worth of unau-
thorized purchases.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 28, a resident of

Queens Lane reported that someone
used his credit card to make monthly,
unauthorized purchases of diet pills
on the Internet. According to police,
the credit card company was con-
tacted and the card was credited and
the account closed.

Tuesday, April 28, James J.
Krawczyk, 41, of Woodbridge was
arrested at the Union Township Po-
lice Department on an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount
of $700. He was processed and turned
over to the Union County jail after
failing to post bail.

Tuesday, April 28, Carl M. Henrie,
Jr., 46, of Newark was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $300.

Tuesday, April 28, Henry J.
Machado, 21, of Clark was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, April 30, John V.
Bradshaw, 73, of Orange was arrested
at the East Orange Police Depart-
ment on an outstanding warrant out
of Mountainside in the amount of
$1,167.

Thursday, April 30, Cristian L.
Torressarango, 23, of Newark was
arrested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and
released at the scene with a court date
of May 13, 2009.

Friday, May 1, Leonel Noda, 45, of
Newark was arrested at the Somerset
County jail on an outstanding war-
rant out of Mountainside.

Saturday, May 2, a resident of Sum-
mit Road reported that someone
caused approximately $150 worth of
damage to her mailbox.

Saturday, May 2, Leonel Castillo,
21, of North Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly providing police with false in-
formation and driving with a sus-
pended license. He was processed
and held in lieu of $500 bail with a
court date of May 21, 2009.

Saturday, May 2, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported her
boyfriend’s car missing from the park-
ing lot where she had parked it prior
to watching a movie. According to
police, the vehicle was located sev-
eral hours later a few spots away from
the original spot where the victim
reported that she had parked it. Noth-
ing was observed damaged or miss-
ing from the vehicle, police said.

Saturday, May 2, Steven R. Struble,
23, of Flemington was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended
license and an outstanding warrant
out of Milford in the amount of $120
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Monday, May 4, Jimmy T. Mair,
28, of Jersey City was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop for allegedly driv-
ing with a suspended license and out-
standing warrants out of Jersey City,
in the amount of $8,250, and
Hackensack, in the amount of $250.

Rahway Council Approves
Sewer Repair Expenses

on the municipality’s bond rating,
according to Mr. Fehrenbach, Ms.
Majeski and most of the council.

The other option was to take ad-
vantage of the state’s one-year pen-
sion payment deferral, but doing so,
according to Mr. Fehrenbach, Ms.
Majeski and a majority of the coun-
cil, would result in a 15-year repay-
ment of that deferral that would cost
future taxpayers several hundred
thousand dollars. “We’d be passing
the buck on to taxpayers in future
years,” said Councilwoman Mary
DePaola. And Mr. Fehrenbach called
the deferral option “poor public
policy.” Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss
called the utility entity “the only real-
istic option we have.” Councilman
Dominick Bratti called it “the option
that helps us get over the hurdle,”
adding that it “has an element of
fairness” because some entities will
pay for what they currently do not
pay.

Had the council opted not to pursue
any of the three options, Mr.
Fehrenbach said, the result would
have been an “enormous” number of
layoffs that “would have decimated”
township government operations.

Councilman Kevin Glover asked
how repayment of the deferral dif-
fered, for instance, from paying off
bond proceeds over a long period of
time. Mr. Fehrenbach said the de-
ferral has “no benefit except for one
year,” while a bond funds capital
projects that provide benefits —
such as parks, ballfields or roads —
that have much longer-term ben-
efits.

Earlier, during discussion of the
new sewerage utility, Mr. Glover said
he was opposed to the idea, saying

that it merely took a portion of a
taxpayer’s tax bill and transferred it
to a separate and new bill each month.
“It’s a tax on residents,” he said. In-
stead, he urged, as he did last year,
that additional revenue be anticipated
from property tax collections from
the Heather Glen housing develop-
ment near Jerusalem Road.

Mr. Fehrenbach told him that those
tax revenues are currently used to
rebuild the surplus each year and that
making those monies a revenue source
would mean they could not be used as
surplus in future years.

Mr. Glover also again raised the
idea of charging user fees to groups
using township ballfields “to ensure
we’re getting the most for our assets.”

At the start of the meeting, Richard
Samuel, the local Democratic Party
chairman, had said the local youth
soccer and baseball leagues have op-
erating surpluses that could be used
to pay for field use.

Later, during discussion of the new
sewerage utility, Mr. Glover again
raised the user fee idea after Mayor
Malool said that everyone would be
paying for whatever water they use.
“People who don’t have kids, don’t
use the ballfields, but still pay for
their development and upkeep,” Mr.
Glover said. “Is it fair for someone to
pay for a ballfield they don’t use?”

The mayor said that a “utility is
different.” As an example, she said
that, “I have never driven down Cly-
desdale Road, but I pay to have it
paved. Should only residents who
live there pay for its paving?”

Deputy Mayor Strauss agreed, say-
ing that there could potentially be user
fees for nearly all services provided by
the township, including field usage,
senior bus usage and street usage.

Mr. Glover, noting that the town-
ship library’s budget is largely man-
dated by state statute, said it is pos-
sible that there could be unspent funds
in the library budget and raised the
idea of the township charging the
library rent for use of its building on
Bartle Avenue.

The council spent nearly 90 min-
utes hearing from Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, Public Works Director
Kevin Ward and Parks and Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio on how
they have pared down expenses,
looked for new ways to raise rev-
enue and how their departments
would cope with drastic budget cuts.
Mayor Malool requested they cut 10
percent in their budgets as the coun-
cil begins to examine the spending
proposals in greater detail in the
coming weeks.

The mayor said it is possible that
the budget will be formally intro-
duced either next Tuesday or at a
special meeting shortly thereafter, and
that public budget meetings will be
held in the coming weeks.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – At Tuesday night’s pre-
meeting conference session of the
Rahway City Council, the members
approved a capital budget amendment
and revised several bond ordinances
for sewer and storm water improve-
ments.

The Rahway City Council comprises
nine members, with one representative
from each of the six wards and three at-
large members.

The council voted to increase spend-
ing from $172,000 to $550,000 for
wastewater improvements and to bond
$460,000 for sewer system repairs. The
city has applied for federal stimulus
money for these projects and will know
if it will receive the money by the end of
the month.

The council also passed a resolution
changing the name of Essex Street
Riverfront Park to Myron R. Ross Park.
Councilman Salvatore Mione explained
that Myron Ross was killed in combat
during the Vietnam War in 1968 and
had been a longtime Rahway resident
before his death.

Council President James Baker, who
grew up with Mr. Ross, said that he was
“a good friend and served his country
well.”

The park will be dedicated on Sun-
day, May 24, at noon.

The city will enter into a shared
service agreement for leaf composting
with the City of Linden. According to
Public Works Director Frank
Mazzarella, the city tried this program
last year and was able to realize a
savings of $60,000. He told the council
that this agreement with “Linden was
far cheaper” than using the county. The
city will pay Linden $1 per cubic yard
of leaves and can dispose of a maxi-
mum of 5,000 cubic yards. The con-
tract spans from 2008 to 2013, with the
city anticipating a total savings of over
$300,000.

Former Republican City Council-
man Francis Janusz was commended
by the council with a resolution read by
Councilman Mione. Mr. Janusz served
as the second ward councilman from
1993 to 2008. He said that his last two
years on the council were difficult due
to health problems, but that he “still
can’t figure out where the 16 years
went.” He thanked the council and ex-
pressed regret that Mayor James
Kennedy was absent from the meeting.

The council also passed several reso-
lutions allowing for the application for
grants for streetscapes in the downtown
area.

political will, the community as a whole
will be benefitting.”

“The [budget] challenges are great
and the mountains are high,” said Mayor
Mahr. “But we tend to get over the
biggest hurdles when we, as a commu-
nity, pull together.”

The mayor also said that while cer-
tain budget “conversations” and poten-
tial policies “were taboo years ago,
they’re not taboo anymore.”

“We’re going to digest this [report],”
said Mayor Mahr. “These will be very
good points to have very hearty discus-
sions on.”

In other business Tuesday night, the
governing body discussed a proposed
resolution regarding the state fund used
to finance training for Emergency Medi-
cal Technicians (EMTs).

The state is planning to divert nearly
all of the $4.4 million contained in the
fund for other budget purposes, leaving
$400,000 for EMT training.

The fund currently is financed
through 50-cent fees charged for mov-
ing motor vehicle violations in the state.

Local EMT Jeff Downing asked the
governing body to approve a resolution

aimed at preserving the fund “so local
[volunteer rescue] squads and volun-
teers don’t have to pay for their training.”

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler said if
volunteer training is not paid for, “vol-
unteer squads will dry up in the
state…we will have to go to paid
squads.”

“We see no problem in approving a
resolution and sending it on [to other
municipalities and the borough’s legis-
lative representatives],” said Mayor
Mahr, directing the borough attorney to
review the proposed documents.

The mayor and council also contin-
ued their recent discussions about pro-
posed parking restrictions along
Birchwood Terrace, where residents
have complained about too many high
school students parking their cars.

The governing body is now consid-
ering amending the borough’s parking
ordinance to limit or require permit
parking on Birchwood.

Mayor Mahr asked the borough at-
torney to review Scotch Plains’ ordi-
nance to make sure any amendment to
the Fanwood measure will be comple-
mentary.
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Scotch Plains Budget
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We represent the seriously injured from

auto, motorcycle, slip and fall, work related

accidents (workers’ compensation), and

medical malpractice. We also handle your

traffic tickets, DWI/DUI and 

criminal matters.

LEGAL QUESTIONS? Give us a call, it’s FREE!


