
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 50TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 19-2009 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, May 7, 2009

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 19
Editorial ........ 4-5, 19
Community ... 6-8, 18

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-18

Real Estate .... 11-16
Classifieds .... 20
A&E .............. 20-22

In Honor of V-E Day (Victory in Europe Day: May 8, 1945)

MILESTONE…Many families celebrated the 80th anniversary of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church last Sunday. The event featured a traditional “potluck”
dinner and reflections on the church’s history from its founding in 1929 through
to the arrival of its new permanent minister, the Reverend David Jahnke.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Judy Wussler and Betty Sharrett who are the
longest members of the church, along with Barbara Knapp, dinner chairperson.

RESPECT FOR NATURE…The Township of Scotch Plains had its Arbor Day Celebration at Terrill Middle School. The
Environmental Commission organized the event. It included an Arbor Day Proclamation issued by Mayor Nancy Malool,
a lesson on the value of trees by Sal Trifiro, a talk about Native Americans and their respect for nature by Councilwoman
Mary Depaola (herself a Native American), and a yoga demonstration, (with the school kids and teachers participating)
showing the relationship of movement to being in harmony with nature, given by Megan Hait of the Yoga and Healing School
of Scotch Plains. The school groundskeepers then planted two crabapple trees. Pictured are Mayor Malool, Sal Trifiro and
Councilwoman Depaola (seated) with Terrill students. Not shown is Megan Hait yoga instructor.

State to Have Ability to Test
For Swine Flu by Tomorrow

Business Group Plans
Memorial Day Kickoff

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHOW STOPPER...Known as Joe the Plumber, Samuel Wurzelbacher of Hol-
land, Ohio, rallies the enthusiatic crowd at the Deutscher Club in Clark Tuesday
night in support of Steve Lonegan, a GOP candidate for New Jersey Governor.
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By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The H1N1 flu, more com-
monly referred to as the “swine flu,”
has not made any additional inroads
into the state, according to the New
Jersey Department of Health and Se-
nior Services.

As of Tuesday morning, there were
seven confirmed cases in the state. None
of those seven confirmed cases are in
Union County. Also the Centers for
Disease and Control and Prevention
(CDC) in Atlanta announced Tuesday
that schools no longer had to close for
the swine flu.

Natalia Munoz, health educator/risk
communicator for the Union County
Office of Health Management, said
there are several steps that should be
taken if a resident suspects they may
have this strain of flu. She suggested to
visit a doctor to test for type A or B
influenza. If a positive test comes up for
type A, the sample should be sent to the
state laboratory in Trenton, she added.

The CDC will make a confirmation
of the H1N1 flu. New Jersey will be
able to conduct its own suspected swine
flu tests as of tomorrow.

Union County Freeholder Rick Proc-
tor said last Thursday that this flu “is
showing every potential to become a
major outbreak here in the United
States.”

As of Wednesday, there were 642
confirmed cases of the flu in 41 states
with two deaths – one American and
one Mexican citizen – reported in
Texas. The World Health Organization
currently ranks the flu at pandemic
level 5.

In a speech on Monday, Homeland
Security Secretary Janet Napolitano
said she expects the level to be raised to

6, but stressed that “does not mean the
virus has become any more severe,” but
rather it has spread to a number of
countries.

“Although there are no new cases
reported in New Jersey today (Mon-
day), I remind everyone to remain vigi-
lant and continue to stay informed and
practice good hygiene habits,” said
Heather Howard, New Jersey Health
and Senior Service Commissioner.

Mr. Proctor agreed. As health officer
for the City of Rahway, he has posted
on the city’s website home health guides.
“It is important that individuals take it
upon themselves to prepare and to do
everything they can to keep themselves
ready to treat the illness as enviable,” he
said. “We need to be able to rely on
ourselves and our own initiatives to get
through the pandemic.”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said that the county is in “close contact”
with state health officials and the CDC
while “closely monitoring the swine
flu situation across Union County.”

School districts in the country are
also keeping an eye out on the situation.
School websites throughout the county
list information about the flu and prepa-
rations and precautions being taken.

“We are in conversations with the
superintendent and with officials in the
county offices and the governor’s of-
fice,” said Gwen Seneschal, principal
of Union County’s Magnet High School
in Scotch Plains. “We’ve also had con-
versations with students about not jump-
ing to conclusions if they come across
someone who is sneezing or cough-
ing.”

Ms. Seneschal added that she re-
ceives several e-mails a day about con-
firmed cases in the state and what

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC),
the newly-minted entity overseeing
the downtown improvement efforts,
plans to begins its efforts with a Me-
morial Day Music Festival that will
begin after the annual holiday parade.

“I think this is going to be a fantas-
tic event,” said Lisa Shiller, who is
heading the SPMC’s promotions com-
mittee and overseeing the planning
for the maiden event of the SPMC,
which was formed last year to boost
business in the downtown district as
well as along Route 22 and Terrill
Road.

The “First Annual Memorial Day
Music Festival and BBQ” will be
held from 1 to 8 p.m. on Monday,
May 25, and be centered around the
Alan Augustine Village Green adja-
cent to the Municipal Building. Park
Avenue from East Second Street to
Mountain Avenue and the eastern-
most section of Front Street will be
closed to vehicles during the festival
as well as during the Memorial Day
parade held that morning.

Mrs. Shiller told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that eight jazz, folk

and rock bands will perform 30-
minute sets on the Village Green stage
throughout the afternoon and evening.
Greg Natic of Scotch Plains Music
Center handled the hiring of the mu-
sical talent, which includes last year’s
winner of the New Jersey Band of the
Year. The Stage House Inn will pro-
vide free barbeque food on Front
Street from 1 to 4 p.m. Tables seating
up to 200 will be on Front Street
while Park Avenue will be set aside
for those wishing to listen to music or
patronize children’s rides and amuse-
ments and various vendors. Various
sponsorships are available, ranging
from $100 to $1,250 and above.

SPMC board chairman Jim Watson
told The Times he thought it was a
good idea to “start off big and get a lot
of people involved and hopefully keep
interest [in the group’s efforts] high
as we move forward” on future
projects and activities.

Further information about the fes-
tival is available for Mrs. Shiller at
347-0800 or keyral@mac.com. The
SPMC’s new website,
prideinscotchplains.com, is under
construction but is expected to be
operational by next week, Mrs. Shiller
said.

Separation Of Sewerage Bill Will Help
Avert Additional Layoffs, Mayor Says

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool said this week that
creating a new sewerage utility that
will directly bill township residents,
businesses and other organizations
for water usage is the only viable way
for the local government to keep this
year’s municipal property tax increase
within state cap regulations and avoid
laying off additional township
workforce.

At a nearly five-hour budget meet-
ing on Tuesday night, during which
the council heard a detailed presenta-
tion on the township’s financial pic-
ture along with details on the 2009
municipal budget from Chief Finan-
cial Officer Lori Majeski and Con-
sultant Gregory Fehrenbach, council

members discussed the likely cre-
ation of the new entity that will issue
separate sewer bills to all buildings
connected to a sanitary sewer line.
This would remove the fee paid to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) from the township budget
and, as a result, narrow the budget
gap and lessen this year’s municipal
property tax hike to be within state
guidelines.

The new arrangement will mean
that all properties, including entities
such as schools, churches, the Union
County Vocational-Technical School,
the Center for Hope Hospice, the
YMCA and JCC that currently do not
pay property taxes, will pay for their
water usage. Saying it was also an
issue of “fairness,” Mayor Malool
said that, while this year the billed

fees would likely be a flat rate until
individual usage figures were received
from the local utilities, “next year,
everyone will be paying for what they
use.”

The mayor and a majority of the
council agreed that this option was
the most viable avenue to avoid large-
scale layoffs. In the past week, no-
tices of possible layoffs were issued
to all township employees, and 27
individual notices were given to those
workers whose specific positions are
at risk. Several public works depart-
ment employees attended Tuesday’s
meeting and questioned the council
and Mr. Fehrenbach on how the lay-
off list was compiled and whether job
cuts could be avoided. The mayor
emphasized that not all 27 positions
are going to be eliminated and that no
decisions were made on who will be
laid off.

Mr. Fehrenbach and Ms. Majeski
presented to the council their budget
proposal. Ms. Majeski urged that not
too much be cut from appropriations
and that not too much of the
township’s $1.8 to $2 million surplus
be used because of her concern that,
if an emergency were to arise later in
the year such as a major weather-
related event, the township’s coffers
could be empty before year’s end.

Mr. Fenhrenbach, who was hired to
assist in preparing the $25.5-million
spending proposal after the February
resignation of township manager
Michael Capabianco, said he had tried
to “minimize the pain” as he put to-
gether his spending recommenda-
tions. He pointed out that while ex-
penses are up 3 percent this year,
township revenues have dropped more
than 10 percent, due to lower tax
collections, less investment interest,
declining construction code fees and
a $73,000 cut in state aid.

The council, several weeks ago,
was presented with three options to
contain this year’s municipal tax rate
increase, including the deletion of the
RVSA payment from the budget and
the direct billing for water usage.

A tax cap waiver would force the
township to utilize all of its surplus
funds and have a detrimental effect

Budget Task Force Reports
To Borough Governing Body

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the borough council, at Tuesday
night’s agenda meeting, heard back
from the Citizens Budget Task Force.

The bipartisan group was formed by
the mayor, as a response to last year’s
fiscal challenges, to “review, analyze
and research potential cost savings and
to formulate recommendations for con-
sideration by” the governing body.

To that end, three of the task force’s
six volunteer members Tuesday night
presented an 11-page report stemming
from their recently concluded series of
four meetings.

The report “acknowledges the ef-

forts of the mayor and council in find-
ing cost savings and revenue opportu-
nities” during the past couple of years,
but the task force suggested “that there
are additional opportunities.”

Task force member John Dolan, who
conducted most of the presentation,
recommended “that any proposed
[property] tax increase should be revis-
ited,” given current “economic condi-
tions” faced by many households.

Potential revenue strategies high-
lighted by Mr. Dolan included consid-
ering “implementation of user fees for
borough-owned properties,” such as
sports fields, for users “outside of town
recreation leagues.”

Other ideas were to consider an in-
crease in parking fees at the train station
to bring them in line with surrounding
towns; raising fees for building per-
mits, licenses, court fees, fines and
traffic tickets, and researching success-
ful strategies implemented by other
municipalities.

On the expense side, Mr. Dolan said
the task force recommends a health
benefits audit to make sure that covered
employee family members are still eli-
gible and “to make sure that we’re
getting the lowest cost provider.” The
task force also suggests considering
restricting benefits to medical cover-
age only, and dropping dental and vi-
sion.

Audits also were suggested for utili-
ties and motor vehicle fuel usage, as
well as usage of borough facilities and
equipment, with a similar strategy pro-
posed for outside vendors contracted
by the borough and for reviewing grant
opportunities.

Further, the task force said the bor-
ough should consider “eliminating petty
cash” transactions and reimbursements
and have “all financial transactions go
through the regular centralized pay-

ment process.
“It increases the level of awareness

on what you spend,” said Mr. Dolan,
who added that such a form of “check-
book minding” would “increase trans-
parency” and send “a message of being
frugal” regarding spending.

Mr. Dolan said the task force has not
“had time to quantify” potential sav-
ings resulting from its recommenda-
tions, stating that, “intuitively they’re
going to save real dollars.”

The group suggests a “re-review” of
borough departmental budgets and con-
sideration of “a percentage decrease in
areas that have flat or higher budgets…”

Further, the task force recommends a
wage freeze for non-contract employ-
ees and establishing a wage freeze
“baseline” for upcoming contract ne-
gotiations, in addition to considering a
potential “furlough program for non-
public safety positions,” capping non-
emergency overtime and other “work
rules” changes.

The task force also thinks the bor-
ough should “zero the capital budget
out.”

“This is not the right year to think
about capital [construction] projects,”
said Mr. Dolan.

Looking ahead, the task force sees
very few risks as opposed to several key
potential opportunities for tax revenue
as a result of ongoing downtown rede-
velopment – which Mayor Mahr pointed
to as “so critical” for the borough, more
shared services ventures and contract
re-negotiations for employees.

“We recommend that we retain this
[task force] as a standing committee,”
said Mr. Dolan, adding, “We’ve only
scratched the surface.”

Task force member Greg Cummings
also said that while budget policy
changes are “going to require some

Superior Court Rules In
Favor of Planning Board

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – A state Superior Court
judge has ruled in favor of the Fanwood
Planning Board, reaffirming the board’s
unanimous rejection last year of a pro-
posed subdivision by a builder to con-
struct a home on St. John’s Place.

Applicant Paul DiFrancesco had pro-
posed to build a home behind an exist-
ing residence at 85 Woodland Avenue.
The board rejected the application at its
April 23, 2008, meeting, citing fire-
safety concerns as its chief reason for
opposing the application.

Rick Regenthal, the borough fire
safety officer and fire chief of the vol-
unteer fire department, asked the board
to deny the proposal due to a lack of

sufficient access to the house by fire
engines and trucks.

Asked for his reaction to the court’s
decision, Greg Cummings, Fanwood
Planning Board chairman, said, “I’m
pleased with the decision. The plan-
ning board takes its responsibility seri-
ously and carefully weighs all the testi-
mony presented before making a deci-
sion.”

Mr. Cummings said it was “appar-
ent” to him, after testimony from the
Fanwood fire chief, that “this applica-
tion, if approved, would present safety
issues.”

Mr. Cummings said it is up to the
applicant to initiate any new projects.

Michael Pollack and Suzette Stalker
assisted in this report.
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BUDGETARY SUGGESTIONS...Members of Fanwood’s Citizens Budget Task
Force, seated in foreground, present their report to Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
borough council at Tuesday night’s agenda meeting.
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