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Temple’s Close-Knit Group
Spreads Love with Blankets

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Knit one, purl two.
There’s love woven into every stitch

of the blankets created by Temple
Emanu–El’s Blankets of Love (BOL),
a group of approximately 10 women
who meet once a month to knit and
crochet blankets for those in need.

BOL recently achieved a mitzvah
milestone when it donated its 100th
blanket to the United Service Organi-
zation (USO) for shipment to Ameri-
can troops in Iraq.

Originally known as Project Linus,
BOL was created in 2004, according
to coordinator Jane Berlant of Scotch
Plains.

Typically, each member works in-
dependently on her own blanket, but
recently, the women have begun col-
laborating on their first group effort.

Each member is creating 12-inch
squares, which are then assembled
into a large afghan.

One organization that consistently
receives blankets made by BOL is
Camp Happy Times in Wayne County,
Pa.

The Valerie Fund, for children aged
5 to 21 who have or have had cancer,
sponsors this free, one-week over-
night camp.

Children attending the camp are
asked to arrive with blankets and lin-
ens. BOL assures that each camper
has a blanket of his or her own.

Recently, Ms. Berlant, accompa-
nied by another BOL member, Esther
Rose of Westfield, delivered 13
handcrafted blankets to Marilyn
Grega, the United Services Organi-
zation volunteer from Ft. Dix/
McGuire Air Force Base.

Not long ago, Dr. Rose received an
e-mail “thank you” from 1st Lieuten-
ant Matthew Perez.

“The blanket you made for me…has
been a blessing, and it makes me feel
a little closer to home,” he wrote.

Dr. Rose said that the entire group
was very touched to hear from him.

“Knowing that our blankets are with
our troops is very inspiring to all,”
Ms. Berlant said.

Over the years, the experience of
spreading love with their blankets
has brought the women together.

“We have grown from a cordial
group of knitters and crocheters to a
small ‘close-knit’ community, bound
by the common purpose of lending a
helping hand,” said Hannah
Lieberman, a BOL member who lives
in Westfield.

“The warmth and laughter in the
room end up in every stitch,” she said.

BOL accepts donations of new,
unused yarn (not wool).

For more information about BOL,
contact Jackie Master, Temple
Emanu–El communications coordi-
nator, at (908) 232-6770, or at
jmaster@tewnj.org.

FROM HOME, WITH LOVE...Jane Berlant, left, and Esther Rose, right, deliver
two of the 13 handmade blankets knitted by Temple Emanu-El of Westfield
members to Marilyn Grega, the USO volunteer from Ft. Dix/McGuire Air Force
Base, for U.S. troops in Iraq.

Cuoco’s Book Echoes Love
Of Family, Faith, Country

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A former Westfield
resident, Gunnery Sergeant J.F.
Cuoco, a Marine who fought in the
Second Battle for Fallujah, could fill
the pages of a book with the experi-
ences he has had
while fighting in
Iraq.

But instead of
writing his own
story, Gunnery
Sergeant Cuoco
has written about
his uncle, Staff Ser-
geant Joseph
Cuoco, a member
of the United
States Army’s
Tenth Mountain
Division who was
killed during
World War II.

Titled “Echoes
from the Moun-
tain: the Wartime
Correspondence
of Staff Sergeant,
Joseph Cuoco,”
Gunnery Sergeant
Cuoco’s book is based on more than
100 letters written by his Uncle Joe
between 1940 and 1945.

Gunnery Sergeant Cuoco brings
his readers onto the battlefield along-
side the members of the Tenth Moun-
tain Division, a group of men who
specialized in winter and mountain
warfare and who were honored for
their action in Italy.

“Echoes From the Mountain” is
also a story of an Italian immigrant
family that sent not just one but four
sons to war.

The author learned of his uncle’s
letters, which had been entrusted to
his grandmother after the death of his
aunt in 2000. Brown with age and
tissue–thin, they had to first be photo-
copied prior to being read and tran-
scribed.

Gunnery Sergeant Cuoco had three
reasons for writing a book based on his
uncle’s letters.

“First, I found the story of the Tenth
Mountain very interesting. It is a
unique unit with a very proud heri-
tage,” he said.

“There are a lot of histories writ-
ten about generals and heroes. I be-
lieve that my uncle and the men he
served with deserved to have their
exploits known and appreciated…I
felt compelled to tell their story.

“Then there is the fact that I am
immensely proud of my family,” he
continued. “My father and his broth-
ers all stepped up when they were
called. Sure, they would have pre-
ferred not to go, but they didn’t run or
hide. They did their duty and were

proud to serve. Why not tell that
story?” he continued.

“I feel that my uncle’s letters speak
from a time when people were more
grounded. They had more faith in
their country, in their cause, in their
God and in their family. I think that is

something Ameri-
cans need to tap
into today. And
how [do you] build
that faith? Let
people see that
they can have faith
in you.”

Gunnery Ser-
geant Cuoco is a
1979 graduate of
Westfield High
School, where he
was a member of
the Latin Club,
Chess Club and
Frisbee team.

“I consider my-
self very fortunate
to have grown up
in Westfield in the
1960s and 70s. It
is a beautiful town,
and I still have

many good friends who live there. It
will always have a special place in my
heart,” he said.

Gunnery Sergeant Cuoco holds a
degree in Education from the Univer-
sity of Arizona.

He and his wife, Laurie, a Navy
Corpsman who served in Kuwait with
the 6th Motor Transport Battalion out
of Red Bank, formerly owned the
Hwang Karate School of Freehold.

In 2004, Gunnery Sergeant Cuoco
was deployed to Fallujah as part of
the 4th Civil Affairs group with de-
tached duty with 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marine regiment.

He was awarded the Navy Com-
mendation medal with Combat V for
his participation in the Second Battle
of Fallujah, also known as Operation
Phantom Fury.

In February of this year, he re-
turned from his second tour of duty in
Iraq, where he spent one year acting
as the military liaison for the mayor
of Ramadi and the U.S. State Depart-
ment operating in the provincial capi-
tol.

Presently, he is working with the
3rd Civil Affairs Group at Camp
Pendleton. In the fall, he will be de-
ployed to either South America or
Cambodia.

There is also a good chance that he
may be deployed to Afghanistan in
2010.

“On that, I just have to wait and
see” he said.

Those interested in purchasing a copy
of “Echoes From the Mountain” can do
so by going to publisharmerica.com.

Employees, Families
Invited to Exhibit Art

COUNTY – Since 2002, employees
of the County of Union and their fami-
lies have participated in a program that
gives them the opportunity to display
their artistic creations.

In its ongoing effort to recognize and
encourage creative and artistic accom-
plishment throughout Union County,
the Board of Chosen Freeholders, in
partnership with The National Arts Pro-
gram, announced the eighth annual
exhibition of artwork by County of
Union workers and their families.

Entries will be accepted in the cat-
egories of painting, photography, art-
works on paper, sculpture and crafts.

Recognized artists and art profes-
sionals will serve as judges, selecting
entrants for cash awards and honorable
mention in the exhibition’s five artistic
classifications: amateur (little or no

experience); intermediate (some expe-
rience, art students); professional (seri-
ous art training or employed in an art
related job); youths 12 to 18 years old;
and youths under 12 years of age.

In the adult classifications, each first-
place winner will receive $300; second
place will receive $200 each and third
place, $100 each. There is one $300
prize for Best in Show. In each youth
classification, $75 will go to first-place
winners, $50 to second place and $25 to
third place.

Pre-registration is required by April
23. Early registration is encouraged.

To request a registration form and
further information, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, NJ
07202. To learn more, call (908) 558-
2550 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The current
Broadway season boasts a revival of
Frank Loesser’s 1950 hit musical
Guys and Dolls, but for a mere frac-
tion of the cost. For the last two
weekends, audience members en-
joyed the joy and professionalism of
that same show at the Manya Unger
Memorial Auditorium at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Audi-
torium.

With the downbeat of Pit Orchestra
leader Durand Thomas’ baton, the
stage came alive. The orchestra,
wisely placed upstage, captured the
excitement of the classic musical.

During “Runyonland,” the company
brought New York City’s Great White
Way to life as pantomiming tourists,
dancing sailors and clever activity. As
the story unfolds, all the major gam-
blers are in town, and they’re depend-
ing on Nathan Detroit (Thomas
Cristiani) to set up this week’s version
of “The Oldest Established Perma-
nent Floating Crap Game in New York.”

Local gamblers Benny Southstreet
(Matthew Harris), Rusty Charlie (Eric
Williams) and Nicely-Nicely Johnson
(Tim Carroll) know all about betting:
they brag about it, in pitch-perfect har-
mony, in the famous “Fugue for
Tinhorns” better known by the opening
lyrics, “I’ve got the horse right here.”

Flash to one of Nathan’s problems:
he needs $1,000 to pay for the location
of the anticipated crap game. Add to
this mix a love-starved Miss Sarah
Brown (Michelle DeSantis), who’s
short on sinners at the mission she runs
on Broadway with her uncle Arvide
Abernathy (Michael Harrison).

As she and her mission pals flood
the streets, they sing “Follow the
Fold,” literally trying to drum up busi-
ness. Handsome Sky Masterson
(Chris Fortunato) enters the picture.
Sky, who will bet on almost anything,
accepts a $1,000 wager that he can’t
get the straight-laced Miss Brown to
go to dinner with him — to Havana,
Cuba, no less.

Nathan’s secondary problem in-
volves Miss Adelaide (Madeline
Dillon), who, after a 14-year engage-
ment, wants her fiancé Nathan to make
their relationship legitimate with a
wedding ring.

Nightly, she sings and dances at the
local club, the Hot Box. She and her
girls, adorable in their gingham out-
fits, sing (I Love You) “A Bushel and
a Peck,” complete with Miss Adelaide

as a feathered beauty.
While she is busy doing her thing

on stage, Nathan is busy getting the
crap game arranged and eluding local
police Lieutenant Brannigan (Matt
Ritsko).

Through a series of events that make
it impossible for Ms. Brown to say no
to Sky’s invitation, they jaunt off to
Havana, where dancers (Kayla
McAlindin, Jeremy Busch, Charles
Centinaro and Taylor Novello) pro-
vide amazing dance steps and a
steamy atmosphere in El Café
Cubano.

The Tango Temptress (Gabriella
Napoli) whirls Sky around the dance
floor, a powerful Cuban Revolution-
ary (Ryan Reeson) and Sky mix it up
a bit, with professional stage combat
staged by Gordon Joseph Weiss, and
the prim-and-proper Ms. Brown
downs a few too many alcoholic
drinks, which she mistakes as fla-
vored milk.

By the next morning, Sky and Sa-
rah sing to each other a tenderly pre-
sented ballad, “I’ve Never Been in
Love Before.”

After Adelaide and the Hot Box

girls sing the comic modified strip-
tease, “Take Back Your Mink,”
Adelaide is left on stage by herself,
lamenting once more. This time, how-
ever, it’s in a beautifully poignant,
slower version of the refrain of why
she has a chronic cold.

Music director John Brzozowski
and vocal coach Lauren Mazzarese
are to be applauded for letting
Madeline Dillon’s natural sweet voice
to take over the Brooklynese inter-
pretation that most actors affect.

Gisa Dilorio’s spectacularly cho-
reographed “Crapshooters’ Dance”
in the sewer scene delighted the audi-

ence because of its daring athleticism.
In that scene, Big Jule (David
Shapiro), a high roller from Chicago,
commandeers the crap game, provid-
ing tension with his “dotless” dice.
It’s the perfect segue into Sky’s fa-
miliar song, “Luck Be a Lady To-
night.”

Trying to impress mission General
Cartwright (Katy Cockrell), Nicely-
Nicely leads the company of crap
shooters and their “dolls” in a rockin’
version of “Sit Down You’re Rockin’
the Boat” that boasted right-on-the-
money staging and energy to spare
from the spunky ensemble.

The two-tiered street scene set,
designed by Matthew Campbell, gave
ample room and a great variety of
playing space for the actors and, with
versatile lighting from Tom Rowe,
turned outdoor alleyways into interi-
ors in a flash.

All of the smartly cast leads had
their moments to shine; the brightest
light emanated from talented Tho-
mas Christiani as Nathan. His duet
with Madeline, “Sue Me,” was most
memorable.

Other outstanding performances —

small but significant — were deliv-
ered by Michael Harrison, as Arvide;
Katy Cockrell, as a tourist and Gen-
eral Cartwright; and David Shapiro,
as a tourist and Big Jule; Nick
Poulious, as The Drunk; and Luke
Durett, as Harry the Horse.

Director Mary Lynn Dobson has al-
lowed all these student actors to de-
velop their characters with idiosyncra-
sies so that we like them, we really like
them. It’s only fitting, then, that every
character gets what he or she wants by
the story’s end. And the audience gets
great music, a fun storyline, strong
acting and superb dancing.
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These Guys are Doin’ It for Some Doll

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE BUTTON...In the Save-A-Soul Mission, Nicely Nicely (Tim Carroll) and
company conclude the showstopping number, “Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the
Boat.” The inventive choreography of Gisa DiIorio was displayed especially in this
song in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s recent presentation of Frank
Loesser’s musical Guys and Dolls.

Westfield UNICO Holds Comedic
Fundraiser to Benefit Organizations

Lovato Family of Westfield Seeks Funds for Armory
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield chap-
ter of UNICO held a fundraiser to sup-
port local charities at Costa’s restaurant
in Roselle Park. The evening featured a
full Italian buffet, drinks and three co-
medic performances. Kojo Prince and
Bob Gonzo opened for headliner Jeff
Norris.

UNICO is the largest Italian-Ameri-
can service organization in the country,
with 27 members in the Westfield chap-
ter.

Manny Carlino, Westfield resident
and UNICO member since 1987, said
UNICO usually holds about two
fundraisers a year, including an annual
pig roast. This is the second year of
doing comedic performances, Mr.
Carlino said.

Mr. Carlino said the money UNICO
raises throughout the year, including
the money raised at Costa’s from ticket
sales and a 50/50 raffle, will go to local
community organizations, the Westfield
National Guard Armory, high school
scholarships, mental-health organiza-
tions, The Arc of Union County and
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

At the behest of Nancy LaCorte, who
serves as family readiness coordinator
for the 102nd Calvary, Amy Lovato,
Westfield resident and wife of UNICO
member David Lovato, is spearhead-
ing a fundraiser for the Armory, which
is in need of refurbishment.

Mrs. LaCorte volunteers her time
helping to organize fundraising and
services for the Calvary. Mrs. Lovao
contacted her to ask her about the needs
of the military community there, and
Mrs. LaCorte showed what needed to
be renovated.

“I have a lot of family in the mili-

Historical Soc. Chair
Authors Baseball Book

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will host a meet and greet for John
Zinn, author of “The Major Pennant
Races of 1916: The Most Maddening
Baseball Melee in History,” on Satur-
day, March 28, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The 1916 season encompassed the
drama that made the sport the national
pastime: tight pennant races, multiple
contenders, record-breaking perfor-
mances and controversy, both on and
off the field.

Nine of the 14 teams battled for first
place; four pitchers started and won
both games of a doubleheader; Babe
Ruth pitched on Opening Day, and
players from the Federal League be-
came the sport’s first free agents.

This book features full rosters, player
biographies, statistics, photographs and
an appendix of the sportswriters who
chronicled the season.

Mr. Zinn is chairman of the New
Jersey Historical Society and author of
“The Mutinous Regiment.”

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets). If
unable to attend this event, call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.

DWC Teams Up
With Bravo, Style, E!
WESTFIELD – The Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) and
Comcast have teamed up to run the
downtown fashion commercial on
Bravo, Style, E! and News12 channels.

More than 900 commercials will be
shown from now through May as part
of the DWC “shop local” campaigns.
This commercial highlights downtown
Westfield not only as a shopping and
dining destination but also as a place
to find the latest fashions.

Participating stores include Lord &
Taylor, Menina, Sole, Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery, Juxtapose Gallery, 16
Prosepect, Kiehl’s, Bovella’s,
Acquaviva delle fonti, Juxtapose
Gallery, Brummers, The Flower Zone,
Douglas Cosmetics and
Michaelangelo. The Presbyterian
Church of Westfield also participated.

LAST COMICS STANDING...Last weekend, UNICO organized a comedic
fundraiser and dinner in Roselle Park to help benefit local organizations. From
left to right are Kojo Prince, Jeff Norris, Manny Carlino of Westfield, the
evening’s event coordinator, and Bob Gonzo.

tary, and I work part-time for the
USO,” Mrs. Lovato said. “A little
while back, Dave said to me, ‘Let’s
find a project to help the troops.’
When we saw the armory, we real-
ized, ‘Oh my god, these rooms need
to be refurbished’; they are not the
state they should be for these men and
women who are willing to give so
selflessly.”

The 102nd Calvary, which is head-
quartered out of the armory, is com-
ing home permanently on Memorial
Day. Thirty-five of those soldiers live
in Westfield. Mr. Lovato said,
“They’ve been over there fighting for
our freedom, and we’d like to give
something back. We want them to
come home to a nice space.”

The Lovatos, who have raised $600
and have received a CD player, DVD
player and microwave from the Jun-
ior Women’s Club, are primarily look-
ing for couches, armchairs, flat-screen
TVs and stereos, or money to offset
the purchase of such items, for the
armory’s MWR (Morale, Welfare and
Recreation) and fitness areas.

To help out, or provide manpower,
contact Amy Lovato at
alovato2@verizon.net or call (917)
603-6862.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

ARE YOU
READY FOR

THE HOLIDAYS?
WE ARE!

FLOWERS FOR THE

TABLE, WREATH

FOR THE DOOR,

GIFT FOR

THE HOSTESS,

CANDLES, NAPKINS

AND CARDS


