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Devil Matmen Say ‘So Long’
To Great Group of Seniors
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Raider Nine Look to Improve
Last Year’s Fine 18-7-1 Record
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Blue Devil Softballers Return
Strong Pitching, Fine Hitting
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The Westfield Office  
of Coldwell Banker  

Please join us in the support of the 
 2nd annual Liam’s Room Charity Softball Event 

 to be held, at Tamaques Park on  
Saturday March 28.(Rain date March 29.)   

Please come out and join our Associates for a day  
of fun and show your support. 

Children from 3-8 grade are invited to play.  
Registration is required, as well as a $25 fee per player. 
Register at www.liamsroom.org. Each player will  

receive a hat and t shirt. Games will begin at 1pm.

Liam’s Room is an organization founded by the McNamara’s  
of Westfield , in memory of their son Liam. Liam’s Room  

provides pediatric palliative care to families whose child is battling a  
potentially life limiting illness. Liam’s Room is currently working with  

Overlook Hospital as the first location, and hopes  
that it will be the model for more.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real 
Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

replace that.”
One four-year varsity starter, Tri-

Captain Cyndil Matthew (pitcher/
third base) was an All-Union County
(UC) First Team and All-Group 4
Second Team selection and compiled
a 9-4 record with a 0.88 ERA last
year. She faced 286 batters, allowed
48 hits, sat down 117 batters and
walked 21. Batting in the leadoff spot,
Matthew, who will play for the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts next year,
led the team with a .625 BA, includ-
ing 35 hits, seven home runs, one
triple and two doubles in 56 at bats.

“Cyndil is going to be our clutch
player and everybody knows it. She is
willing to do whatever we need her to
do. Even though she can hit home
runs, triples and doubles, if the situa-
tion calls for her to turn around lefty
and protect the runner, while they are
stealing, she’s going to do that,” said
coach MacDonald. “She’s got the best
hands I’ve ever seen. Her pitching has
come a long way. She is clearly an all-
star player.”

Tri-Captain/centerfielder Katie
Abruzzo, an All-UC Second Team

selection, batted .386 with three
homeruns and 27 RBI. She also was
quite effective defensively.

“She is the most calm, collected
kid you will ever want in the outfield.
She gets everybody under control.
She’s smart. She’s got a great arm and
she’s has been hitting the ball so
hard,” coach MacDonald said.

Tri-Captain Kim Townsend, who
was out with a shoulder injury last
year, will play shortstop.

“She has gotten stronger, better and
smarter,” MacDonald commented.

When the situation arises where
Matthew will play third base, junior
pitcher Alyson Moskowitz, who fin-
ished 4-2 last year with a 1.32 ERA,
47 Ks, 19 BB and 27 hits, will be very
tough on the mound.

“I see Aly and Cyndil as one. It’s
going to depend on what we need that
day. Are we a better team with Cyndil
at third, are we a better team that day
with Cyndil pitching or are we a bet-
ter team with Aly pitching? I intend to
use them both in big games,”
MacDonald said.

Senior Christine Feldbauer is ex-
pected to play first base and bat third
in the lineup where she can be ex-
pected to provide plenty of clout.

“This year is her year! She has been
crushing the ball all over the field,”
coach MacDonald said.

Senior Emily Tebbetts and junior
Tara Criscuolo will occupy right field.
Senior Katie Kiefer will be behind the
plate. Senior Jamie Wisniewski, a
leftfielder, may see some time on the
mound. Junior Nikki Aronson may
cover third base when Matthew is on
the mound. Junior Sara Connery may
bat fifth in the lineup and play second
base, and junior Katie Esler, a
leftfielder, who provided speed on the
base paths, may bat sixth. Junior Meg
Boersig may get time at first base.

The Blue Devils will open at home
against Plainfield on Monday, April
6, then travel to Bridgewater the next
day for a rematch with the Panthers.

fluid and quick. We knew it was just
a matter of time before it all clicked
for him. He committed himself to
getting better,” Kurz said.

Senior Sam Reichbach, a four-year
varsity wrestler, won the 135-lb dis-
trict title his junior year and placed
third this year at 152-lbs to finish the
season with a 17-10 record.

“Sam over his four years definitely
came through for us. He got a lot out
of the sport. He walked out of here
with a district title,” commented Kurz.

Senior Joe Panarese, who wrestled
up a weight class or two, qualified for
the Region 3 Tournament his junior
and senior seasons. Competing pri-
marily at 140-lbs this year, he fin-
ished 17-13.

“When you think back to his fresh-
man year when Joe was 500 on the JV
to where he is right now, you got to be
proud. He was glue that held the team
together and got them fired up for
matches,” Kurz said.

Not out for the team his junior year,
senior Rob Granstrand became a tre-
mendous boon, winning key match
clinching, bouts against Rahway and
Piscataway. Competing at 160-lbs,
he placed second in the district and
finished 19-8.

“This fall, I said, ‘Robbie we can
have a really good team this year but
you are the missing piece of the
puzzle,’ and it turned out to be exactly
the case. There was no way we would
have the season we had without
Robbie coming back. He came back
for his teammates and that is some-
thing you have to respect,” Kurz said.

Senior heavyweight Joe Kania
qualified for AC last year and fin-
ished 16-14 this season. Senior Zach
Frantz placed third in the district this
year at 215-lbs and finished 13-15.
Junior Bill Kim (171-lbs) and senior
Alan Workman (189-lbs) improved
as the season progressed and finished
with respective 9-14 and 9-12 records.

“We knew we had some horses but
if we were going to have the real team

success, we were going to need ev-
eryone to step up. One of the reasons
why we were successful was because
everybody did his job,” said Kurz.

Junior Brian Henry exploded onto
the scene late in the season, placed
second in the district at 145-lbs and
finished with a 13-12 record.

“Brian made huge strides. He is
one of our more athletic kids. He’s
the kind of kid, who is going to give
some highly ranked kids fits. He’s, by
far, our most improved wrestler,” Kurz
said.

Sophomore Christian Barber came
inches away from qualifying for AC
in both his varsity seasons. Last year
he claimed the 130-lb district crown
and finished 17-9. This season he
won the 135-lb title, placed third in
the UCT and finished 27-6.

“I would be surprised if Christian
is not a four-time district champ. Two
of our bigger matches of the year, we
drew the lineup so that Christian drew
the toughest wrestler,” said Kurz.

Although spotting his opponents
approximately six pounds in body
weight, freshman Mike Kalimtzis
placed second in the district at 103-lbs
and finished 21-9. Freshman Troy
Skibitsky (112-lbs) positioned him-
self to be on course to beat the all-time
WHS win record by finishing with a
25-9 record. He also placed third in the
UCT and second in the district.

“Troy came to us the kind of wres-
tler that we want our kids to be. He’s
intense. He’s cool under pressure.
Coupled with his work ethic, by the
time he’s done here, he’s going to be
rewriting all sorts of records,” Kurz
predicted. “Technically, Mike’s as
good as anybody. He’s a goer! He
started the year at 97-lbs. By the
time the year was over, he was prob-
ably down to 94. He was wrestling
some kids, who came down from
110-lbs. That’s a huge gap! And he
hung there with those kids. He’s
someone we expect to have a future
at Atlantic City.”

come April, he will be in game shape.
He knows how to win.”

Senior Jon Kosnick is expected to
be the No. 3 pitcher, while senior
Nick Bonadies, sophomore Anthony
Scalfaro and juniors, Mike Henkels,
John Maxwell, Alan Dlugosz and
Mike Ridge may do some relief work.

“Jon has really matured over the
year. He’s really impressed us. He’s
throwing the ball well. He’s showing
us that he wants innings. You want a
guy, who wants the ball and wants to
do something for the team,” Baylock
said.

Junior Lou Mazzella and senior
Ryan McCarthy will be behind the
plate.

“Both do a good job. Right now, it
looks like Lou will be starting but
Ryan pushes him every day in prac-
tice,” Baylock said.

Junior leadoff batter/centerfielder
Joe D’Annunzio finished second on
the team last year with a .417 BA,
rapped 31 RBI, scored 37 runs and
led in home runs with nine. He’s
crafty on the bases and he will give
opposing pitchers headaches.

“Joey is our sparkplug! When he
goes, we go. He leads by example.

We are a much better lineup when
he’s hitting in that ‘one’ spot.

Bonadies, a second baseman, who
had a .400 BA, 26 RBI and 26 runs
scored last year, may bat second in
the lineup followed by Maroney,
Binkiewicz, sophomore first baseman
Marcus Rivera and Maxwell, the des-
ignated hitter.

“We got Nick, who has committed
to go to West Chester and play, I am
waiting for a breakout year from him.
Kevin keeps getting better. Gary, be-
ing behind Kevin, he will get some
good pitches to hit. He’s a big RBI
guy for us. Marcus did a real good job
for us. Maxwell did a great job. Any
one of those guys, one through six,
can take over a game with their bat,”
Baylock said.

Ridge will secure the middle at short-
stop and will bat seventh with junior
Rick Shevlin (right field), sophomore
Ryan Haggerty (leftfield) or Mazzella
batting in the 8/9 spots. Senior Tyler
Della Badia and junior Mike Lauricella
will also be in the mix.

Coach Baylock believes his team
speed should help quite a lot.

“Nick gets real good jumps and Kevin
does the same thing. Joey, Nick, Kevin!
Any one of those guys can run the bases
at any time. Gary knows how to read
pitchers. Any others, they all are good
on the bases. Our coaching staff is
pretty confident in running any of them.
Team speed wise, I think this might be
the fastest team we’ve ever had,” he
said. “As long as we stay within our-
selves, stay levelheaded and play base-
ball hard each day, I think we have a
shot to do some good things this year.”

The Raiders open at home against
J.P. Stevens on Thursday, April 2.

David B. Corbin (NJSIAA Tournament March 12, 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE CHAMP, NCAA CHAMP…Rahway’s Darrion Caldwell, left, claimed
his third state wrestling title by winning the 152-lb crown at A.C. in 2006. On
March 21, 2009, he won the NCAA Division 1 crown at 149-lbs.

Matman Silber Makes
NCAA D1 Tourney

Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling standout An-
drew Silber, a current member of the
American University wrestling team,
recently competed in the NCAA Di-
vision I Championship that took place
on March 19 through 21.

Wrestling in the 197-lb class, Silber
dropped a 15-3 decision to Craig
Brester, a junior from Nebrasaka who
eventually placed second. In his first
consolation bout, Silber topped
sophomore Daniel Bruce of Virginia
Tech, 10-4, then edged senior Dan
Tulley of Duke, 4-2, before losing
10-5 to fifth-year senior Eric Chine
of Kent State.

See 2004 NJSIAA photo on SPF
Times Front page.

Rahway’s Caldwell Wins NCAA D1 Mat Crown
Darrion Caldwell, a junior at North Carolina State, won the 149-lb title at

the NCAA Division 1 Wrestling Championship in St. Louis on March 21.
Caldwell wrestled for Rahway High School and won three NJSIAA titles.
He was also a Leader/Times Union County pre-season pick all four years.

In the NCAA finals, Caldwell, seeded third, took it to highly touted Brent
Metcalf of Iowa, 11-6, to snap his 69-bout winning streak. Caldwell scored
a pair of first-period takedowns, one a devastating headlock, and added
another defensive takedown in the second period to grab a sizable lead.
Ironically, Caldwell was on the other end of that 69-bout streak when he
pinned Metcalf with a spladle. Caldwell also received the Outstanding
Wrestling Award for his efforts.

Reading is Good For You
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David B. Corbin (2009 Region 3 file) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUTSTANDING CAREER…Blue Devil John Barnes, right, wrestled four bouts
at Atlantic City this season to make it to the Elite 12 at 130-lbs. and completed his
illustrious career with a 95-34 record, third on the WHS all-time win list.
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WESTFIELD $449,000
Bright, sunny, freshly painted end
unit Townhouse in best location.
Includes 5 rooms and offers 2
Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, large, private
yard with deck, spacious layout
with beautiful hardwood floors
throughout.

PLAINFIELD $459,000
Charming and delightful stone front
Dutch Colonial is located in the
heart of the storybook and
picturesque setting of Sleepy Hollow.
Features 7 rooms and offers 3
Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, Great Room
with fireplace and an elegantly
decorated Master Suite.  Impeccable
details throughout.

SCOTCH PLAINS $499,900
Wonderful, move-in condition Split
Level with 8 rooms includes 4
Bedrooms, 3.1 baths, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with wood-
burning fireplace, Eat-In Kitchen with
breakfast bar, hardwood floors and a
private setting.  Expansive rooms offer
incredible light and space.

WESTFIELD $579,000
Lovely, renovated 6 room
Townhouse in premier downtown
location features 2 Bedrooms, 2.1
baths and is close to NYC
transportation and park.
Gleaming, new and refinished
hardwood floors throughout.

WESTFIELD $1,295,000
Well-built Split Level on large, beau-
tiful property in prestigious Indian
Forest.  Idyllic setting on .7 acres.
Adjoining vacant land lot of .64
acres also for sale.  Offers 11 rooms
and includes 6 Bedrooms, 3.1 baths,
Eat-In Kitchen with center island
and a Living Room with gas fireplace.

SCOTCH PLAINS $660,000
Rare opportunity!  Circa 1785 center
hall Colonial has been lovingly cared
for with so many charming details.
Includes fireplaces in the Dining Room
and Living Room, Butler’s pantry, roof
2006 and large screened porch.
Approximately 1 acre of level grounds
framed by authentic split rail fence.

WESTFIELD $749,000
Lovely “Wychwood” home has
been totally renovated and is
“move in” ready.  All new Kitchen
and appliances, baths, roof,
landscaping, driveway and more.
Beautiful refinished oak floors,
freshly painted interior and exterior
and has neutral décor.

CRANFORD $619,000
Larsen-built Colonial sold for
96% of its list price in only 65
days.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and let
them design a personalized
marketing plan for your home.

Olympika Gymnastics   Pre-Team Trials

www.olympikagymnastics.com

Girls & Boys Ages 5 to 7

By Invitation Only: Call 908-514-0449


