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BINKIEWICZ, MARONEY WILL BE TOUGH ON MOUND

Raider Nine Look to Improve
Last Year’s Fine 18-7-1 Record

MATTHEW, MOSKOWITZ SHOWING PITCHING PUNCH

Blue Devil Softballers Return
Strong Pitching, Fine Hitting

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More will be expected this year of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team that finished
with an 18-7-1 record last year and
shared the Watchung Conference title
with Elizabeth for the second con-
secutive year. On the starting lineup,
the Raiders return two seniors, four
juniors and one sophomore.

“We have a lot of guys with experi-
ence. We started a lot of sophomores
and juniors. Hopefully, they can take
what they learned and use it this year
for a real good season,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock said.

Last year, the Raiders came within
one pitch of reaching the Union
County Tournament finals before be-
ing burned with a two-run homer in
the bottom of the eighth by Elizabeth
in the semifinals. Pitching ace Gary
Binkiewicz, now a junior, compiled a
7-2 record – losing only to Elizabeth
and Westfield – with a 1.94 ERA. He
had a .410 batting average (BA) with
24 RBI, 29 runs scored and 32 hits.

“Gary is up there. He battles. He
throws three different pitches, all for
strikes at any time in the game. When
he’s on the mound, the team knows
that we have a great shot at winning
that game,” Baylock said.

Senior third baseman Kevin
Maroney, who played first base last
year and led the team with a .432
average, is expected to be the No. 2
pitcher. Although he is a bit behind
schedule due to an extended basket-
ball season, at 6’5”, he should be an
awesome sight for opposing hitters.

“Kevin, last year, started getting
into the rotation because we knew we
needed him this year,” said Baylock.
“Over the summer, he did a real good
job on the mound. With basketball
extending, he had a two-week period
where he stopped with his pitching
coach. He’s about a week behind but,

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two very effective pitchers and
three talented tri-captains, who can
field well and crush the ball, could
elevate the Westfield High School
softball team to a higher level to
achieve a Union County (UC) Tour-
nament title and a sectional title.

Last year, the Blue Devils, who
finished 17-6, were cut short of

achieving their goals by a pair of
Panthers – the Roselle Park Panthers
in the UC Tournament quarterfinals
and the Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 quarterfinals.

The Blue Devils, who return eight
veteran seniors and two veteran jun-
iors, finished with a .348 team batting
average (BA), including 203 hits, 15
homeruns, six triples, 16 doubles and

137 walks.
“We are a very experienced team.

A few of our seniors have been on
varsity since they were freshmen. This
is the year I see them putting it to-
gether and really going far,” said Blue
Devil Head coach Caitlin MacDonald.
“We look great at bat. We look sharp
in the field. Most of the girls did a ton
of work in the off-season. You can’t
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              209 Central Ave. Westfield, NJ 07090 
                              908-233-5555 

                           Personal Fax : 908-233-1709 

 Redefining Real Estate 
Barbara Callahan                                      Broker Sales Associate 
NJAR Circle of Excellence                        brokerbmc@aol.com 
Cell: 908-447-1806                                     Direct: 908-301-2886 
                         www.barbaracallahannj.com 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL SENIOR AUTHORITY…Eight seniors will see action this season for the Blue Devil softball team. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Jamie Wisniewski, Kim Townsend, Emily Tebbets and Katie Abbruzzo; back row, Katie Kiefer,
Aly Moskowitz, Christine Feldbauer and Cyndil Matthew.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

DeFREITAS, BARNES, BARBER WON DISTRICT TITLES

Devil Matmen Say ‘So Long’
To Great Group of Seniors

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four years ago a promising group
of freshmen joined a senior-heavy
Westfield High School wrestling team
that finished its season with a 13-7
record, quite a jump from the 0-16
record of the previous year. This sea-
son those freshmen, now seniors, led
the Blue Devils to a WHS 15-0 record
and their first District 11 title since
1994 before bowing to North
Hunterdon in the sectional tourna-
ment and to Kearny for the Watchung
Conference title.

“They had a great group of seniors
as their role models. That was our last
team to make the sectional tourna-
ment. They saw what they did to get
there. We threw the challenge to them
saying, ‘if you want to be as good as
this group of seniors, you are going to
have some work to do.’ This group

raised the bar even further,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

John Barnes became the most rec-
ognized senior. From his freshman
season, finishing 13-12 and placing
third in the district, he went on to add
three district titles (Outstanding Wres-
tler this season) and two trips to the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City
(AC). He placed third in the county
tournament (UCT) his sophomore
season and second his junior and se-
nior seasons. This season, he also
won the Roselle Park Panther Tour-
nament at 130-lbs, wrestled four bouts
at AC to make it to the Elite 12 and
completed his illustrious career with
a 95-34 record, third on the WHS all-
time win list.

“Probably only get to coach a kid
like John once in your career! The fact
that he was mixing it up at the state
tournament with Mike Morales (130-

lb champ) and that he was a couple of
points away from Kenny Knapp (third
place) is really impressive. What’s
more impressive was he did it coming
to us as a freshman not really knowing
how to wrestle. He’s even more im-
pressive as a person,” coach Kurz said.

Barnes has also been impressive
academically. “Right now, West Point
is the choice. Wherever he winds up,
the school is going to be lucky to have
him,” said Kurz, who believes that
Barnes could be an even better wres-
tler in college. “I think the learning
curve is huge for him.”

Senior Nick DeFreitas made vast
improvement since his freshman year.
Last year he placed second in the
district, but this season, he captured
the 125-lb crown and finished with a
22-6 record.

“Nick is a great leader. He was so
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING ON THE SCRIMMAGE…The Raider baseball team concentrates on the Bears’ pitcher during a
scrimmage game with Brearley on March 19. The Raiders look to have a fine season.

1078 Sunny View, Mountainside Situated on a beautifully landscaped property, this 

brick Colonial/Cape boasts many updates, hardwood floors, wood moldings, & an open 
floor plan. The updated kitchen opens to the breakfast area, family room and sunroom. The 
newer master bedroom, has a sitting area, customized walk-in closet & a full bath. Three 
more bedrooms, two & a half more baths, a rec room , deck, patio & fabulous winter view 
create the ideal venue for you! Presented for $795,000. Dir: Summit Road to Sunny View

       Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

5 Mountainview Dr, Mountainside  Marvelous updates, archways, hardwood floors,  

& French doors adorn this enchanting Colonial. The first floor has a fire lit family room, 
updated eat-in kitchen, living room, formal dining room, an office/den and a charming
sunroom. The master bedroom with full bath joins  three more bedrooms and an updated 
hall bath. A picturesque yard with brick patio, mature trees and superb landscaping craft 
the ideal setting. Presented for: $995,000. Dir: Lawrence to Hillside to Mountainview

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Public Open House Sunday March 29th 1- 4pm 

Public Open House Sunday March 29th 1- 4pm 

See Westfield Baseball Preview
More Pre-season in April 2 Issue


