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FUTURE BUSINESS MOGULS…Pictured representing Cranford’s DECA club
at the February contest in Cherry Hill are: Front row, Ryan Cathcart, Daniel
Rodriguez, Nathan Verrilli and Bryan Santos; second row, advisor Richard
Goldstein, students Alicia Mitchell, Allison Przygocki, Jill Feeney, Stephanie
Welch, Ian Henry, Hillary Joseph, Bridget Wolansky and advisor Donna Cathcart,
and third row, Spencer Merman, Brendan McCloskey, Richard Armbruster,
Eric Walsh and Michael Wolansky.

– Obituaries –
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Marion Kallstrom, 81, Church Founder;
Loved Family and Various Activities

Marion Kallstrom, 81, of Charlotte,
N.C., previously of Fort Pierce, Fla.,
died peacefully on Tuesday, March 3,
after a short illness. She was prede-
ceased by her husband of more than
50 years, Russell F. Kallstrom, and
their son, Steven.

Born in Norwood, Mass., she had
lived in Massachusetts until 1965,
when the Kallstroms moved to
Westfield, N.J. They retired in 1977,
dividing their time between a home
on a beautiful lake in Milton, N.H.
and Fort Pierce, where they were
among the founders of the First Con-
gregational United Church of Christ.

Mrs. Kallstrom was a lifelong avid
golfer, crafts maker, letter writer, de-
voted friend to many and a beloved
wife, mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother.

She is survived by two daughters
and sons-in-law, Phyllis and Ken
Kinsinger of Charlotte and Pamela
and Guy Paredes of Colts Neck, N.J.,
and seven grandchildren and their
spouses, Eric and Denise Kinsinger
of Fort Mill, S.C., Jeffrey and Beth
Kinsinger of Lilburn, Ga., Chad and
Melinda (Paredes) Austein of
Hackensack, N.J., Allison Paredes and
Sarah Paredes, both of Colts Neck,
N.J., and Steven’s children, Teva and
Melissa (Kallstrom) Beatty and
Russell and Sonia Kallstrom of Ha-
waii. Also surviving are six great-
grandchildren, one brother and two
sisters and many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service to celebrate
Mrs. Kallstrom’s life will be held on
Saturday, March 28, at 2 p.m. at the
First Congregational United Church

of Christ, 3601 Kirby Loop, Fort
Pierce, Fla. 34981.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be sent in her
name to the church. E-mails may be
sent to churchone@firstcongfp.org.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Haisley Funeral and Cre-
mation Service of Fort Pierce, Fla. A
guestbook may be signed at
www.haisleyfuneralhome.com.

March 26, 2009Milton Kalastein, 92
Milton Kalastein, 92, of Westfield

died on Sunday, March 15, at the Cen-
ter For Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

Born in New York City, he had re-
sided in Brooklyn and Oceanside, N.Y.
before moving to Westfield in 2007.

Mr. Kalastein served in the United
States Army during World War II.
Prior to his retirement in 1979, he had
been manager for more than 30 years
for the Rennert Company in New
York City. He also was a member of
the Knights of Pythias.

Surviving are his wife, Frances (née
Suna) of Westfield; his daughters,
Joyce and her husband, Steven
Wegbreit, of Westfield and Lillian
Guttman of Tampa, Fla.; his son, Albert
Kalastein, and his wife, Deborah, of
Bellmore, N.Y.; his sister, Shirley
Goldman of Spring Valley, N.Y.; six
grandchildren, Julie, Marla, Robyn,
Lauren, Arielle and Jacob, as well as
one great-grandchild, Brooke.

Services for Mr. Kalastein were
held on Tuesday, March 17, at
Menorah Chapels at Millburn in
Union. Interment followed at Beth
Israel Cemetery in Woodbridge.
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Billie J. Smith, 84, Enjoyed Travel,
Sewing Projects and Playing Bridge

Billie Joystal Smith, 84, formerly of
Scotch Plains, N.J. and Newtown
Square, Pa., died peacefully in her sleep
on March 17, 2009 at the Inn of Free-
dom Village in West Brandywine, Pa.

She was born Billie Joystal Terry in
Milford, Tex. on September 29, 1924,
the daughter of James Dee Terry, a
veteran of World War I, and Melinda
C. (Presley) Terry. Billie was attend-
ing Paris Junior College in Paris, Tex.,
where she was a cheerleader, when
she met her future husband, James
William Smith.

She and her husband were blessed
with 52 years of marriage before he
passed away in 1996. They shared a
great sense of pride and patriotism that
he had served his country in World
War II as a decorated fighter pilot who
flew P-51 Mustang aircraft.

Mrs. Smith graduated from the
University of Alabama in 1952 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Home
Economics. She had an eye for de-
sign, colors and fabrics, and for many
years enjoyed sewing projects and
hooking rugs. She was an avid bridge
player, playing in a bridge group at
Freedom Village until her recent ill-
ness. She also loved to travel, and she
often talked of her experiences visit-
ing 17 different countries.

Mrs. Smith is survived by a son,
William Neiland Smith of Point Pleas-
ant, N.J., a daughter, Susan Tru Blevins,
a son-in-law, Dr. Robert L. Blevins, of
Exton, Pa., two grandchildren, Scott
Robert Blevins of Boston, Mass. and
Rebecca Susan (Blevins) Sellers of
Savannah, Ga., and her brother, Don
Dewitt Terry of Kerrville, Tex. In addi-
tion to her husband, James, she was
predeceased by her brother, William
Patrick Terry of Austin, Tex.

Relatives and friends are invited to

share in Billie’s memorial service at
11 a.m. on March 27, 2009 at the
Central Presbyterian Church, Route
113 in Downingtown, Pa.

Memorial contributions may be
made in her memory to the Hill Coun-
try Youth Ranch, P.O. Box 67, Ingram,
Tex. 78025-9990 or to a charity of
one’s choice.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Ralston-Bredickas Funeral
Home of Downingtown,
www.LifeCelebration.com.
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Liam’s Room Softball Event
Set to Include Jets Members
WESTFIELD – Liam’s Room,

Inc. will hold its second annual soft-
ball event, open to boys and girls in
grades 3 to 8, this Saturday, March
28, at Tamaques Park on Lamberts
Mill Road in Westfield.

This community softball event
will raise funds for Liam’s Room, a
not-for-profit organization founded
by Peter and Lisa McNamara of
Westfield in memory of their son,
Liam. All families are welcome.

Dustin Keller and Ahmad Carroll
from the New York Jets are sched-
uled to appear. Additionally, food,
games and entertainment will be
available.

Pre-registration is required, with
payment of $25 per player. Softball
players will receive a team shirt and
hat. A “Home Run Derby” also will
be held for children and adults. Par-
ticipants will have an opportunity
to try and hit as many home runs as
they can before getting five outs,
and compete for prizes. Pre-regis-
tration and a $20 fee for each at bat
are required. Pre-registration can
be done online by visiting

liamsroom.org.
Check in will begin at noon, with

games starting at approximately 1
p.m. In the event of rain, the benefit
will be held on the following day,
Sunday, March 29.

The purpose of Liam’s Room is
to provide pediatric palliative care
in area hospitals, including the cre-
ation of an inpatient room for fami-
lies whose children have been diag-
nosed with a chronic, potentially
life-limiting illness.

These rooms will be equipped
with all of the amenities of a typical
child’s room, and also will be de-
signed to provide comfort to the
entire family.

In addition, Liam’s Room will
assist in providing the necessary
resources to help families navigate
their child’s care. Liam’s Room
currently works with Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit as the first location,
which the organization hopes will
be the model for more.

For more information on Liam’s
Room or the softball event, contact
lisa@liamsroom.org.

Rhoda Krell, 82
Rhoda Krell, 82, of Summit, for-

merly of Brooklyn, N.Y., died on
Thursday, March 19, at her home
surrounded by her loving family.

Mrs. Krell was born in Brooklyn
and had been a lifelong resident prior
to moving to Summit one year ago.

Before retiring, she had been a sec-
retary for Local No. 553 Pension Fund
in New York City. She was a graduate
of the University of Wisconsin and
was a member of Brandeis Women.

Surviving are her husband, Raymond
Krell; her two sons, Dr. Mark Krell of
Scotch Plains and Dr. Todd Krell of
Westfield, and her six grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted
on Sunday, March 22, at Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union. En-
tombment followed at the Sanctuary
of Abraham and Sarah in Paramus.

Donations in memory of Mrs. Krell
may be made to Atlantic Home Care
and Hospice, 33 Bleeker Street,
Millburn, N.J. 07041 or to MADD
Mothers Against Drunk Driving – NJ
Chapter, (609) 409-1220.
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Boy Scout Troop 73 Places
Well In Klondike Derby

WESTFIELD – The Watchung
Mountain District Boy Scouts re-
cently held their 54th annual
Klondike Derby in the Watchung
Reservation, which was transformed
into the Alaskan Yukon for the event.

Troop 73’s Senior Sled Team
placed third, earning 95 out of 100
nuggets and completing the course
in just over three hours. Troop 73’s
two “Scout” sleds also placed well,
finishing fifth and sixth in the Scout
Division. Competition was intense
during the January 31 event, with 18
troops, 35 sleds and 274 scouts par-
ticipating.

The Klondike Derby is modeled
after the Alaskan Gold Rush, with
teams of scouts pulling their sleds
from town to town. Along the way,
participants must demonstrate their
scouting skills in First Aid,
orienteering, fire building, knots and

lashing, wilderness survival and team
building. Gold nuggets are awarded
at each town based upon how well
the team accomplishes and demon-
strates its knowledge of the skills
required to work out the problem
encountered.

Conditions were ideal for the
Klondike this year, as Mike Wagner,
Troop 73’s Senior sled patrol leader
noted, “it was cold, we had snow,
and everyone had a good time.”

Troop 73 meets on Mondays from
7:30 to 9 p.m. throughout the school
year at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield. Opportunities
are available to camp, hike, canoe
and backpack. Scouting is open to all
boys ages 11 to 17. For more infor-
mation, call Assistant Scoutmaster
Alec Ireland at (908) 787-4750. Fur-
ther information about scouting also
is available at scouting.org.

CAU to Present Awards
At Annual Celebration

MOUNTAINSIDE – Community
Access Unlimited (CAU) will host its
24th Annual Awards Night Celebration
on Wednesday, April 22, at L’Affaire
Fine Catering in Mountainside.

CAU, a non-profit social services
agency that provides assistance to
people with disabilities and at-risk
youth, will honor staff, members, com-
munity organizations and individuals
within the community who have sup-
ported programs during the past year.

The Educator of the Year Award will
be presented to Eleanor Gatling, guid-
ance counselor at Hamilton Academy
in Elizabeth; the Community Service
Award will be presented to B and B
Press, Inc. of Somerville; the Health
Care Professional of the Year Award
will go to the Peter Ho Memorial
Clinic of St. Michael’s Hospital in
Newark, and the Hillside Police De-
partment will receive the Citizen of
the Year Award.

CAU will present James Schiralli of
the Division of Developmental Dis-

abilities with this year’s Distinguished
Social Service Award; the Senior Spirit
Day Center in Roselle Park will be
presented with the Distinguished Com-
munity Service Award; the Youth Ad-
vocate of the Year Award will go to
Emily Rodriguez, social worker for
the Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices; The Housing Authority of the
City of Elizabeth will be presented
with the Supportive Housing Service
Award; the Employer of the Year Award
will go to Marshalls of Clark, and TD
Bank will receive the Community Part-
nership Award. CAU members and
staff also will be cited for their efforts.

A cocktail reception is scheduled
for 6:30 p.m., followed by the presen-
tation of awards at 7:30 p.m. For addi-
tional information or to purchase tick-
ets to this event, call Katie Baird,
coordinator of marketing/fundraising,
at (908) 354-3040, extension no. 376.

GLIMPSE OF SPRING…Lorraine Kolibas and Jane Manniello are seen at a
recent Garden Club of Westfield floral design workshop. Club members Elaine
Junguenet, Nancy Roff and Ruth Paul were ribbon winners in horticulture and/
or design at the Garden Club of New Jersey’s February Flower Show. The club
will participate in the Montclair Art Museum’s May show, “Art-in-Bloom.”
Pictured, from left to right, are: Lorraine Kolibas, Sally Smeretsky, Carol Mucci
and Jane Manniello.

Stamp Show Features
Exhibit on Obama

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Stamp Club held its 47th annual show
on March 14 in the Westfield Munici-
pal Building Community Room.

The show featured 11 competitive
stamp exhibits comprising more than
600 pages of philatelic material. Of
special note was the first-ever phila-
telic exhibit about President Barack
Obama.

Westfield resident John J. Crout
used a variety of mail pieces and
related material to tell the story of
how the 44th President journeyed
from the Democratic Convention,
through the election process, and on
to his inauguration day.

More than 100 people attended the
show, many of who brought old fam-
ily stamp collections to be evaluated
by the five dealers on hand.

The club also conducted a 45-
minute introductory stamp collecting
session for elementary-school chil-
dren, which received rave reviews
from many of the attendees.

Information about the club and its
activities can be found online at
westfieldstampclub.org.

Golden Agers Club Reveals
Lobster Festival Excursion

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will travel
to The Platzl Brauhaus Lobster Fes-
tival on Thursday, May 14. The bus
will leave at 9 a.m. from the Scotch
Hills Country Club parking lot, lo-
cated at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains,
for the ride to Pomona, N.Y.

During their visit, participants
will have an opportunity to stroll
the leaf-covered paths, view the new
spring foliage and enjoy a four-
course, family style dinner begin-
ning at noon.

The menu will include lobster
tail with salmon filet, top sirloin
roast beef or roasted half chicken,
served with New England clam
chowder, tossed green salad, rice
pilaf and accompaniments. Dinner
will conclude with hot coffee, tea
and dessert. The Calypso Dancers
will perform.

At 4 p.m., attendees will be served
a roast beef sandwich carved from a
standing steamship roast. Beer and

soda will be served from noon until
5 p.m. All are welcome to partici-
pate. The cost of the trip is $61.

The Golden Agers Club offers
senior citizens the opportunity to
meet with their peers, share ideas,
interact and gather information to
enhance daily living. The club meets
weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m.
from September through June at the
Scotch Hills Country Club.

With a membership of more than
115, the weekly attendance ranges
from 65 to 75 participants. Members
are invited to provide suggestions
for activities, and free luncheons are
provided at least one week during
each month. Special speakers dis-
cuss health and other topics.

Membership, theater, musical re-
vues and other activity trips are
available to everyone. For trip de-
tails, call Jean DeTore at (908) 889-
4121 or Mary De Jesso at (908)
654-4512. Membership information
is available by calling Marge Van
Duyne at (908) 889-4631.Group to Encourage

People to Save A Life
CRANFORD – On Monday,

March 30, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Union County College in Cranford
will host the Save A Life Tour on
the Victor M. Richel Student Com-
mons, located at 1033 Springfield
Avenue.

The Save A Life Tour is a high-
impact alcohol-awareness program
featuring a DUI car simulator and
additional high technology multi-
media equipment. The simulators are
the only in the nation that give par-
ticipants a completely realistic, so-
ber perspective on the effects of driv-
ing while intoxicated.

The display includes massive post-
ers, high-intensity videos rolling on
huge monitors and a show presenter
who engages both participants and
onlookers alike. According to the
tour’s website, it is considered the
“shock jock of anti-drunk driving.”

For more information on the Save
A Life Tour, interested individuals
may visit savealifetour.net.

Mid-Day Musicales to Wrap
With Woodwind Quintet

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, has announced
the last of its Mid-Day Musicales for
this season.

The Westfield Symphony Wood-
wind Quintet will perform in a pro-
gram on Wednesday, April 1. These
free, half-hour noon concerts are fol-
lowed by an optional soup-and-sand-
wich luncheon served in the church’s
social hall for $6.

The Mid-Day Musicales has been
celebrating its 25th year, presenting
performers with Westfield connec-
tions for the entire season.

This concert will feature the Princi-
pal players of the wind sections of the
Westfield Symphony, including Helen
Campo, flute; Richard Foley, oboe;
William Shadel, clarinet; Patrick
Milando, French horn, and James Jeter,
bassoon. All have had major careers in
orchestra, chamber music and Broad-
way venues, and all are accomplished
soloists in their own right. Their pro-
gram for this concert includes works

by Reicha and Hindemith.
Funding for these concerts has

been made possible in part by the
Westfield Foundation and the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts, through a grant administered
by the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Willow Grove Slates
Medical QiGong

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will offer
Medical QiGong, a course of medita-
tion imagery, on Saturday, April 4,
from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

This course is free and open to all.
Individuals are asked to be on time, as
once the class begins, it cannot be
interrupted. The church is located at
1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

TEAM SPIRIT…Senior Sled Team members Ben Stracquatanio, Mike Conant,
Mike Wagner, Steven Head, Aidan Ireland and Owen Gregory celebrate having
placed well during the Watchung Mountain District Boy Scouts’ 54th annual
Klondike Derby at the Watchung Reservation. During this event, Boy Scouts have
an opportunity to demonstrate their scouting skills in competition.


