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LESSON IN LEADERSHIP… Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) meets with
Gregory Fortino of Westfield in his Capitol Hill office. Gregory was in town to
participate in a National Young Leaders Conference workshop, which teaches
young people about how government works. Gregory, 17, is the son of Frank and
Camille Fortino of Westfield.

Leader Store Closes for
Good This Sat., March 28

WESTFIELD – The Leader Store
is in the final stages of its liquidation
sale and will close as of this Saturday,
March 28.

The liquidation sale included a con-
test with prizes. The contest ends at
noon on March 28, and the winners
will be announced at 1 p.m. that day.
The contest, which has been in place
since the sale began in January, in-
cludes 10 prizes, with a top prize of a
42-inch plasma television.

Owners Joseph and Marc Spector,
also the property owners of the build-
ing, said they are making a “large
investment” to improve the property,
creating a “first class retail and resi-
dential building.”

In order to accommodate extensive
renovations and modernize the build-
ing, all merchandise, store fixtures,
furniture and equipment must be sold.

The liquidation sale offers discounts
on such items as athletic footwear,
casual and dress footwear, men’s jeans,
shirts, slacks, jackets, running gear,
backpacks, sweats, hosiery, ski clothes,
gloves, surf wear, outerwear, caps,
soccer gear, in-line skates, sunglasses,
lacrosse gear, hockey gear and much
more. Brands include Wigwam, New
Balance, Dunham, Lotto, Levi’s, Polo,
Quiksilver, O’Neill and Oakley —just
to name a few.

Serving Union County for over 86
years and a fixture in Westfield for 62
years, The Leader Store is inviting its
customers to special discounts, up to 75
percent off on selected merchandise.

Microban®

Disinfectant
For Mold, Mildew,

Odors, Fleas & Ticks

3M
Scotchguard
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WHOLE HOUSE
Up to 6 Cleaning Areas

(Example- Living Room, Dining Room, Hall & 3 Bedrooms)

$159.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax.
May not be combined w ith other offers.

Standard 3-Seat
Sofa & Love Seat

$139.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not

be combined with other offers.

Call Today
for an Appointment

Greco Carpet Cleaning • 1-800-626-5556 • 1-908-233-2130
Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.GRECOCARPETCLEANING.COM

SPECIAL-2 ROOMS
$89.95

With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not
be combined with other offers.

Get Your Carpets 
Cleaned NOW

CARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGSCARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGS
Established

1960

50 Years
of Carpet
Cleaning

For more than 150 years, people have
been able to rely on Northwestern Mu-
tual to provide them with access to a
wide variety of products and services.
We have a history of performance and an
enviable reputation.   I am a financial ad-
visor who has been with Northwestern
Mutual for 18 years, and in all situations,
I will make only those recommendations
which I would do for myself and my fam-
ily if faced with a similar situation.  I hold
a degree in accounting and finance from
James Madison University. I have earned
the Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU),
Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC)
and Certified in Long Term Care (CLTC)
designations. I am a Disability Income
Specialist. My areas of expertise include
Disability Income Insurance, Business
Needs Analysis, Asset & Income Protec-
tion, College Education Funding, Long-
Term Care Insurance, and Estate
Analysis.  By matching your needs with
innovative solutions utilizing world-class
insurance services and internationally
recognized investment products, I will do
my best to help you protect and provide
for those people you care about most.  I
will work hard to build a relationship with
you based on trust and integrity, always
striving to provide you with the same
level of ethical service that I would ex-
pect for myself.

MORE ABOUT US:

05-2056   ©2004 The Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and 
distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates.

The Olson Financial Group
180 River Road, PO Box 1008, Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4065
Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CLTC
Financial Advisor
www.nmfn.com/jeffrembisz
www.nmfn.com/olsonfinancialgroup

Join Northwestern Mutual and help clients build and achieve financial security. Proven training programs and licensing provided.
For 150 years Northwestern Mutual and its products have earned a most enviable reputation. 

Email or fax resume to Laura Cuozzo
laura.cuozzo@nmfn.com • fax 908-918-0517

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (NM),
and its subsidiaries and affiliates. Jeff Rembisz is an Insurance Agent of NM (life insurance, annuities and disability income insurance) and Northwestern Long Term Care In-
surance Company, Milwaukee, WI, a subsidiary of NM (long-term care insurance), and a Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative of Northwestern
Mutual Investment Services, LLC, 180 River Rd Fl 2, Summit, NJ 07901-1449, 908-918-0510, a wholly-owned company of NM, broker-dealer, registered investment adviser
and member FINRA and SIPC. NM and The Olson Financial Group are not broker-dealers or registered investment advisers. 

Now Hiring –
Financial Representatives

For Future 
Westfield Office

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

42¢

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Christine Dansereau Campaign Release

Councilwoman Seeks Re-Election
ROSELLE — Democratic incumbent

Christine Dansereau is seeking re-elec-
tion as Roselle’s fifth ward councilwoman.
Ms. Dansereau, a Roselle resident since
1985, was a citizen advocate and a volun-
teer for many years before running for
office in 2006. Many of the projects spear-
headed as a citizen advocate, such as
quality of life issues and public safety
concerns regarding flood control, the
freight train, economic accountability,
transparency and oversight, became a
focus of her work as an elected official.

Ms. Dansereau, a mother of two, with
four grandchildren, worked as a literacy
volunteer and a fundraiser for scholar-
ships for needy students. As council-
woman, she enjoyed par-
ticipating in the
borough’s Reading to
Children program as
well as the holiday toy
drives.

Ms. Dansereau re-
ceived her bachelor’s
and master’s degrees
from Kean University
and is a speech patholo-
gist in private practice.
She also has 20 years of
experience in corporate
management and sales
marketing. She is a mem-
ber of the National As-
sociation of Speech Pa-
thologists, the National
Association for Female
Executives (NAFE) and
the NAACP.

As a sitting council member, Ms.
Dansereau serves as the chairman of the
public safety committee, working with
police and other emergency services to
facilitate crisis responses and reduce crime
to ensure the safety of residents. Through
special police initiatives, such as the Po-
lice Park and Walk Program in high crime
areas, police efforts have prevented po-
tential criminal activity and reduced the
number of incidents perpetrated. Her ef-
forts have been directed to offset the costs
of safety programs by encouraging cost-
effective programs and securing grants to
obtain necessary funds.

Councilwoman Dansereau said she
went from being a local, outspoken advo-
cate on the flood-control project to serv-
ing on the Morse’s Creek Commission as
a commissioner. She said she hopes to see
this long-range project, involving county
and state grants, through to its last phase
of completion. “This project is vital, not
only to the residents of the fifth ward, but
to the entire borough,” she said.

Her belief that, “prevention is the best
medicine,” makes her a proponent of the
police program of preventative education
and awareness of gang activity and other
crime-related issues. Seeing the need and
supporting efforts to create a junior and
senior police cadet program is a high
priority of hers. The councilwoman said
she  recommends these, and other posi-
tive youth programs connected with the
efforts of the police, fire and emergency
service departments of Roselle.

The support of the Roselle business
community and neighborhood-stabiliza-
tion efforts is a key factor in focusing on
a bright future for Roselle, the council-
woman said.

 “Unity among
elected officials, resi-
dents and the business
community is essential,”
Ms. Dansereau said. She
supported the five- year
tax-abatement program
for businesses. She
worked with the council
and grant writer for a
grant to bring $5 million
to Roselle to help pre-
vent foreclosures and
neighborhood blight.

As councilwoman,
Ms. Dansereau said she
hopes to support only
recreation projects that
Roselle can afford and
those for which alternate
sources of funding can
be found. As an ap-

pointed member of the finance commit-
tee, she said she wants to ensure fellow
taxpayers that she will make every effort
not to spend money that Roselle doesn’t
have or cannot acquire without raising
taxes.

In these difficult economic times, the
councilwoman said she will continue to
vote against wasteful spending and will
strive for accountability, transparency and
fiscal oversight of all money spent. She
said she agrees with President Barack
Obama’s warning to public officials:
“Those of us who manage the public’s
dollars will be held to account — to spend
wisely, reform bad habits, and do our
business in the light of day — because
only then can we restore the vital trust
between a people and their government.”

Ms. Dansereau said she knows that
“unity amidst diversity is an essential
element in strengthening the bond of com-
munity in Roselle” and commits herself
to “sharing this vision and shaping that
future.”

Christine Dansereau

Westfield Post Office
To Hold Passport Fair

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Post Office is hosting a Passport
Fair this Saturday, March 28, from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to provide Pass-
port information to U.S. citizens
and to accept passport applications.

The Postal Service is joining the
Department of State in celebrating
“Passport Day in the USA,” a na-
tional passport acceptance and out-
reach event.

On June 1, U.S. citizens must
present a Passport book, Passport
card or other travel documents ap-
proved by the U.S. government, to
enter the United States from Canada,
Mexico, the Caribbean and Bermuda
at land borders and sea ports of
entry.

“We are happy to leverage the
convenience of the Postal Service
and partner with the Department of
State to help our customers apply
for passports,” Postmaster George
Caswell.

Information on the cost and how
to apply for a Passport book and/or
Passport card can be found at
usps.com/passport/ or
travel.state.gov.

 U.S. citizens may also obtain
Passport information by phone, in
English and Spanish, by calling the
National Passport Information Cen-
ter toll-free at (877) 487-2778.

In 2008, the Postal Service ac-
cepted 8.5 million Passport appli-
cations.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Foreclosure Assistance
Topic of TV Show

ELIZABETH — Union County
Parks and Community Renewal Di-
rector Al Faella is the featured guest in
April on “Vintage Views,” the county’s
Division on Aging show geared to-
ward the needs of senior citizens.

The show,  hosted by Robert Klein
of the Office on Aging, will air in 41
towns in Union, Essex and Northern
Middlesex Counties on Channel 26 at
7 p.m. on Thursdays. Mr. Faella spoke
about the efforts of the Union County
Foreclosure Task Force and how se-
niors can obtain foreclosure assis-
tance and about the Senior Home
Improvement Program, which offers
grants to income-eligible seniors to
make repairs to their homes.

Town Not Moving Forward
On Vacant-Building Law
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town
council’s Code Review and Town
Property Committee, headed by Jim
Foerst, recommended Tuesday night
not to further pursue a vacant build-
ings ordinance suggested last year
because he believes what the town
has codified is “thorough” and “suf-
ficient.”

Sharon Stockwell, representing
WECARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development),
suggested last year that the town cre-
ate a vacant-buildings log to monitor
properties that were beginning to show
signs of dilapidation. Ms. Stockwell
proposed that vacant buildings be reg-
istered with the town; the registration
could then be viewed as a revenue
source.

Mr. Foerst said the exterior main-
tenance code of the town addresses
issues such as broken windows and
infestation. Other areas of the town
code deal with maximum grass
height. He said the committee felt
that creating a $500 fee to register a
vacant home could be considered
“punitive” and might impact “snow-
birds” who leave for Florida in the
winter.

Mr. Foerst also said many vacant
properties are properly maintained.
So, his committee determined that
with enough legislation “on the
books” to enforce the matter, the
town need not take the issue any
further.

Right now, if an owner is negligent
in maintaining a property to a spe-
cific set of standards, he or she is
given a violation notice. If no action
is taken to rectify the matter, a cita-
tion is given and then the matter can

go to court.
Enforcement ranges from giving

property owners extensions to abate
an issue to giving fines not to ex-
ceed $1,000 a day. Mr. Foerst said
most people abate within the 30-
day period and that the town is be-
ing “proactive” about enforcing the
law.

“The property maintenance code
enforcement has stepped up
dramatically…most don’t end up in
municipal court,” Town Attorney
Robert Cockren said.

Ms. Stockwell said she was “dis-
appointed” in the committee’s deci-
sion. She said while the property
ordinances are “very well written
and thought out,” there are instances
where the town “has deemed a prop-
erty consistent with the code, but
others in the neighborhood would
agree it’s not.”

She said the current standards have
not “been able to help blights on the
neighborhood from forming.” She
invited council members to view a
property on Cowperthwaite Place that
“doesn’t fit the standards and is be-
ginning to dilapidate to the ground.”
First Ward Councilman Frank Arena
volunteered to view the property, as it
is located in his ward.

In other business, the Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield was approved
for its third annual Touch a Truck
venture, to take place in October,
which helps Union County families
in need.

 Last year, 75 trucks were parked in
the south side train station parking
lot; children could climb aboard and
blare horns and play with lights on
everything from a fire engine to a
UPS truck. The event raised $25,000
last year.

Clerk’s Office Holds
Passport Day in WF

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Clerk’s office in Westfield, is hosting
a Passport Fair this Saturday, March
28, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. The
normal $10 fee for Passport photos
has been waived for the event. Infor-
mation on the cost and how to apply
for a Passport book and/or Passport
card is available at travel.state.gov.

Applications for Passports and re-
lated information also can be found
online at ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
passport.html. The phone number at
the Westfield annex is (908) 654-9859.


