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Park Middle School Holds
Winter Games for Fun

Students Donate Quilts To Hope Hospice

PEER LEADERSHIP…Peer Ministry student leaders Roberto Gomez and
Sarah Getz help deliver quilts to The Center for Hope Hospice’s “Peggy’s House,”
located in Scotch Plains.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On March
11, Peer Ministry student leaders Sa-
rah Getz and Roberto Gomez deliv-
ered 16 new quilts to The Center for
Hope Hospice’s “Peggy’s House,”
located in Scotch Plains.

The Union Catholic High School
Peer Ministry group, along with mem-
bers of Student Council, organized
the effort to donate the proceeds from

a dress-down day toward the pur-
chase of the quilts.

This effort was prompted by Janet
Etlinger, whose granddaughter is a
graduate of the school and had heard
of the hospice’s need for new quilts at
a recent AARP meeting. The quilts
will be given to patients upon their
arrival at the hospice as a way to make
them feel more at home.

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Friday,
February 6, Park Middle School 5th
and 6th Graders attended the School
WinterFest – the annual winter social.
The students were charged $3 per ticket
for the fun-filled event. The organizers,
Lisa Zimmerman and Laurie Miller,
also organized the Fall Ball at Park
Middle School on October 17, 2008.
Both events were a complete success.

The cafeteria was converted into a
dance hall complete with a DJ, snacks
and soft drinks. The refreshments were
coordinated by Rose Hubbard and do-
nated by Park Middle School parents.
There were 35 volunteers and chaper-
ones on hand to make sure the students
had a safe, action-packed afternoon.
There were also guessing games and
contests for the students.

The showcase of the event was held
in the New Gym. Students participated
in 13 different challenging games; in-
cluding Snowball Fight with the Stars,
Icicle Toss, a miniature golf putting

green called Thin Ice, Snowflake Per-
fection, a bowling alley called Penguin
Bowling.

These unique games were completely
built out of recycled materials. Brian
Miller of Waste Management of New
Jersey worked his recycling magic to
build the games using only found ob-
jects that were thrown away and des-
tined for our landfills. He recycled old
fabric, plywood, other wood scraps,
and even bowling pins to build the
games. He received help from the crew
at the Hunterton County Transfer Sta-
tion in the four-week collection effort.

The children had a great time testing
their skills at throwing balls, rings, bean
bags, hitting golf balls, balancing on a
“snow board” and jumping on pogo
sticks. Many volunteers came early to
help Mr. Miller in assembling the games.
Each student attending received a pair
of stretch gloves embroidered with
“Park Rules” as a souvenir of their
winter themed afternoon.

CLOSING FOR GOOD... The Leader Store, a staple in Westfield for 61 years, is
in the final stages of its liquidation sale and will close this Saturday, March 28.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, March 16, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations
on South Avenue near Summit Av-
enue, Leah Brown, 27, of Easton, Pa.
was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. She was released with a
summons.

A passenger in the vehicle, Logan
Harris, 27, of Plainfield, was arrested
on multiple open warrants, including
a Greenwich criminal warrant for
$2,000 and traffic warrants from
Plainfield and Atlantic City in the
amounts of $1,716 and $500, respec-
tively. He was committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail.

Tuesday, March 17, Jadwiga
Szetela, 44, of Linden was arrested in
the area of South Chestnut and East
Broad Streets on an outstanding
Woodbridge traffic warrant in the
amount of $150. She was processed at
Westfield police headquarters and re-
leased after posting the full cash bail.

Tuesday, March 17, Ronald Kolacki,
44, of Plainfield was arrested at North
Avenue and Prospect Street and
charged with illegal possession of pre-
scription medication meant to treat
bipolar disorder. He also was arrested
on an active South Plainfield criminal
warrant in the amount of $194. Kolacki
was turned over to the South Plainfield
Police Department.

Tuesday, March 17, a 2005 Audi
Sedan that was reported stolen from
the south side Westfield train station
on March 9 was recovered by the
Tampa, Fla. Police Department. Ac-
cording to Westfield authorities, no
arrests had been made and it was un-
known whether the vehicle had sus-
tained any damage.

Wednesday, March 18, Thomas
Wansaw, 47, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
two Newark warrants in the total
amount of $254. He was released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, March 18, Terrence
Devlin, 44, of Cranford was arrested
on an outstanding Union Township
traffic warrant in the amount of $66,
after a motor vehicle stop at Spring-
field Avenue and Michael Drive. He
was released on his own recognizance
per the Union Township Municipal
Court.

Friday, March 20, Tyler C.
Greenfield, 20, of New Brunswick
was arrested at Westfield police head-
quarters on a Westfield traffic warrant
in the amount of $198. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.
A court date was to be set.

Sunday, March 22, David Runicki,
31, of Westfield was arrested after
turning himself in to police custody on
two outstanding traffic warrants, one
from Fanwood in the amount of $1,050
and the other from Bridgewater in the
amount of $489. He was turned over to
the Fanwood Police Department.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 16, Les Turchin,

18, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of false iden-
tification after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Thursday, March 19, a resident of
Ramapo Way reported that someone
damaged the windshield of her motor
vehicle by throwing eggs at it.

Thursday, March 19, a resident of
Kipling Terrace reported that he re-
ceived multiple vulgar text messages
from an unknown sender.

Friday, March 20, Robert Sweeney,
41, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, March 20, Aquil Homan,
29, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Saturday, March 21, Samantha
Hershey, 21, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Saturday, March 21, Jamar
Alexander, 22, of Newark was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, March 21, a patron at a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
while he was inside the establishment
someone entered his motor vehicle
and removed his GPS valued at ap-
proximately $200.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 17, Edwin Pena,

21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Berkeley
Heights in the amount of $159 after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and released.

Wednesday, March 18, Richard H.
Robinson, 46, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at police headquarters for con-
tempt of court. According to police, he
turned himself in to begin serving a
90-day jail sentence for habitually driv-
ing while intoxicated.

Thursday, March 19, Samuel R.
Simola, 20, of Union was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop for
multiple violations. He was processed
and released at the scene.

Thursday, March 19, Walter
Howard, Jr., 23, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased at the scene.

Saturday, March 21, Rasheed J.
Sanders, 28, of East Orange was
arrested and charged with receiving
stolen property after officers identi-
fied the motorcycle on which he was
attempting to leave a Route 22 the-
ater as stolen. According to police,
he also was charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia, which was
found in a compartment of the mo-
torcycle. He was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, March 22, William C.
Barnes, 25, of Irvington was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Sunday, March 22, Kristin J.
Sweeney, 36, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after being stopped
for displaying an unclear license plate.
She was processed and released at the
scene.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 17, a resident of

Carsam Street reported that sometime
overnight someone threw eggs at his
pickup truck, causing damage.

Tuesday, March 17, Brian
Geoghegan, 36, of Allentown, Pa. was
arrested on outstanding warrants out
of Elizabeth, Phillipsburg and
Kenilworth after a motor vehicle stop
on Westfield Road. He was processed
and released.

Tuesday, March 17, a grocery store
on South Avenue reported that the
manager had observed a man shoplift-
ing baby products. The suspect was
described as five feet and 11 inches
tall, black, approximately 40 years old
with a medium build.

According to police, the suspect
fled the store into a waiting motor
vehicle described as a black Dodge
Intrepid with a temporary New Jersey
tag in the window. A black female
driver and a black female passenger
were seen in the vehicle, authorities
said.

Thursday, March 19, a bank on North
Avenue reported that a black female,
approximately 20 years old, attempted
to cash a fraudulent check in the
amount of $989. According to police,
when the teller asked her for identifi-
cation, she provided a false identifica-
tion, and fled on foot. The false iden-
tification was left at the scene. A search
of the area did not produce the sus-
pect, police said.

Friday, March 20, Sandra Vigliante,
45, of Clark was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Spring Lake
after a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, March 21, Hattie Will-
iams, 59, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of North
Plainfield, Middlesex, Piscataway and
Warren. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, March 21, a resident of
Forest Road reported that someone
stole his motor vehicle, which he had
turned on to warm it up before reenter-
ing the house. The vehicle is described
as a 2002 grey Toyota with New Jersey
license plate NCK-16E.

Monday, March 23, Matthew Laird,
41, of Fanwood was arrested at his
home and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance and
drug paraphernalia. According to po-
lice, officers responded to the resi-
dence for a wellness check requested
by a family member and entered the
home through the back door, which
was open. Laird was arrested after the
CDS and drug paraphernalia were
found in plain view on the kitchen
table. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STREAKING TO SPACE...The Space Shuttle Discovery streaks through the
evening sky on Sunday, March 15, during its launch from the Kennedy Space
Center. As seen from Ormond Beach, Fla., it lit up the skies and cast a colorful
reflection on the jet stream during the setting sun.

“Some of those bonuses were over
a million dollars, and some of them
were more than that,” Mr. Lance said.

He said it does not matter whether
the money was for retention or per-
formance bonuses. “There should
have been no bonuses,” he said.

In the future, Mr. Lance said
“greater oversight” would be needed
whenever large infusions of federal
dollars are involved.

SPF-BOE Presents
Tentative Budget in April

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education are extending an invitation
to community members to attend pre-
sentations of the tentative 2009-2010
school budget at the Scotch Plains

Public Library on Wednesday, April
15, at 9:30 a.m. and at the Fanwood
Memorial Library on Saturday, April
18, at 10 a.m.

In addition, there will be budget
presentations in concert with School
PTA meetings as follows:

Terrill Middle School, April 14, at
7:30 p.m.; School One, April 15, at
7:30 p.m.; and McGinn School, April
15, at 7:30 p.m.

The board and administration of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
welcome questions and input from the
citizens of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The proposed budget is posted on
the district website at spfk12.org. In
addition, citizens may call the
district’s Budget Hotline at (908) 889-
9665 with any questions or comments
about the proposed budget.

All community members are en-
couraged to be informed voters and to
exercise their right to vote in the school
elections on April 21 from 2 to 9 p.m.

County Vocational-Technical Schools
in Scotch Plains attended the meeting
seeking assistance after state offi-
cials removed all $10 million in fund-
ing for adult high school programs
statewide. The programs are for stu-
dents who dropped out of high school
and/or did not receive a diploma.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services for the county, told The Times
that while sufficient funding is in place
for 150 students to graduate from the
program this June, another 175 stu-
dents will not be able to graduate from
the program next year. He said
$350,000 would be needed to keep the
school operating another year.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan told the teen-
agers to take their fight for funding to
the Elizabeth Board of Education.

“Their budget is in the hundreds of
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Freeholders Unveil $442 Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up $14.5 Mil.

millions of dollars,” Mr. Sullivan said.
He said the district received an $18
million increase in state funding for
this year, calling it “one of the largest
increases in the state.”

Mr. Guzzo announced that the
county received additional Job Ac-
cess Reverse Commute (JARC) fund-
ing from the federal government to
keep the Route 22 shuttle in opera-
tion through December 1 of this year.
The county has been in negotiations
with officials at the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation, which had
cut funding for the program.

The shuttle transports employees
to retail stores on the highway utiliz-
ing Union County Paratransit ve-
hicles. The program was started fol-
lowing a high number of pedestrian
fatalities along Route 22.

Westfield First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana, chairman of the
Westfield Town Council’s budget
committee, said the town has not taken
up the county impact in committee
yet. He said he has “assurances” that
Westfield’s level is derived from a
“mathematical model controlled by
the state.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said Westfield’s county tax level is
“formula-based and fair.”

Mr. Caruana did say that the pro-
cess hurts high-performing towns
such as Westfield in that: “We are
considered a high tax, high income
community, but when education cuts
are mandated by the state, and the
town has an inability to raise munici-
pal taxes, it’s counterintuitive.”

The largest county tax increase will
be paid by Summit, the county tab of
which will jump $1.5 million to $25.3
million. City homeowners will pay
$3,266 in county taxes, up $176. The
county’s largest municipality – Eliza-
beth – will pay the highest total tax.
While its tax is $31.2 million, the
average impact per home is $1,173, or
$41 over last year. City county taxes
will increase $1.1 million over 2008.

Garwood homeowners will pay
$2.4 million, or $205,708, over last
year. The average assessed home will
pay $1,309, representing a $102 jump
from last year. Meanwhile,
Mountainside homeowners will pay
a total county tax of $6,651,146, or
$216,546 over 2008. The average
borough home will pay $2,242, or
$75 more than a year ago.

Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer said that while he has a
“problem with county taxes,” his big-
gest opposition is to the state, which
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SP-F Area Faces County Tax
Increases; FW to Defer

he said has transferred costs from the
state budget books to the local gov-
ernment, such as for sewer and envi-
ronmental costs.

“It’s (taxes) too much for people,”
Mr. Mortimer said.

He also said he opposes deferring
pension obligations.

“That whole deferment process is
what got us in this mess in the first
place,” Mr. Mortimer said.

Cranford will pay $14.6 million, or
$786,154, over last year, and $1,593
per home, or $80 more than the 2008
level.

As county taxes have increased, area
towns were notified earlier this month
that their municipal aid levels from the
state would be lower than last year.
Westfield’s aid will drop $167,293 to
$4 million, a decline of 4 percent from
last year. Mountainside’s aid also is
down 4 percent, or $41,781, to $1
million, while Scotch Plains’ aid
dropped 2.5 percent, or $73,181, to
$2.9 million. Fanwood’s aid is down
2.5 percent, or $24,345, for a total of
$973,795. Garwood will receive
$616,199, down 1.5 percent, or $9,384.
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Rep. Lance

Walgreens to Keep Former
Drug Fair Open in Westfield

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Despite the closings of
area Drug Fair locations, including Berke-
ley Heights, Rahway, Cranford and
Plainfield, Westfield’s store will remain
open.

On March 18, Drug Fair and its parent
company, CDI Group, Inc., announced that
they had filed voluntary petitions for reor-
ganization under Chapter 11 of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code. In connection with that
filing, Drug Fair announced that it had
entered into an agreement to sell all of its
assets associated with 32 of its 50 stores to
Walgreens.

The proposed transaction remains sub-
ject to the requirements of the Bankruptcy
Code and the approval of the Bankruptcy
Court.

Last Friday, Tim Boates, chief restruc-
turing officer for Drug Fair, spoke to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times from Dela-
ware, where the U.S. Bankruptcy Court is
hearing the case.

“We’re just starting the bankruptcy pro-
cess,” he said. He hoped to see the matter
finalized within a 45- to 60-day window but
said time must be allotted to allow other
potential buyers to step forward and bid.

He did confirm that Westfield is one of
the 32 stores at which the assets, pending the
deal’s final approval, will be sold to
Walgreens. At present, the store is still
considered a Drug Fair.

“It is included in the deal,” he said. “It
will most likely remain open and be sold to
Walgreens unless they are outbid.”

Mr. Boates also confirmed that the busi-
ness would remain as a pharmacy and gen-
eral-merchandise store.

“That shouldn’t change. Walgreen’s foot-
print includes sizeable front-end operations,
so I see nothing changing in that regard,”
Mr. Boates said.

Prior to its Chapter 11 filing, Drug Fair
sold various assets at 13 locations to third
parties, and Walgreens purchased prescrip-
tion files from 11 Drug Fair locations, among
them Berkeley Heights, Cranford, Rahway
and Plainfield. Drug Fair stores in these
locations will likely close.

Customers previously served by these 11
pharmacies will now have access to their
prescription histories at any nearby
Walgreens or any of the nearly 6,700
Walgreens locations nationwide.

Tiffany Washington, a spokeswoman for
Walgreens, said, “Our effort was to keep the
32 stores open that we are acquiring, pend-
ing approval, and continue to provide ser-
vices for the other locations.”

She said in places such as Cranford and
Berkeley Heights, where Walgreens already
has established stores, it can “take care of
people’s needs [who previously used Drug
Fair]; they can get their prescriptions filled
with us. We can immediately meet the
pharmaceutical needs of the community.”

She said in areas such as Westfield, where
no Walgreens competition previously ex-
isted, the stores will stay; the only changes
will be to the store’s name and some
“remerchandising.”

Ms. Washington said she wanted to reas-

sure people that the pharmacy will remain at
the Westfield location. “Absolutely,” she
said. “We’re a pharmacy first. More than 50
percent of our business comes from that
area.”

She said previous Drug Fair employees
would “all be given opportunities to inter-
view. Most will likely stay as Walgreens
employees.”

People will notice some differences when
Walgreens places its footprint on the
Westfield location.

“We have the most advanced pharmacy
service system,” Ms. Washington said.
“People can get prescriptions filled at any of
our 6,700 locations throughout the country;
we offer auto refill, labels printed in 14
different languages, assistance in those lan-
guages and auto pay. So, people will cer-
tainly notice some enhancements.”

Drug Fair, founded in 1954, has two
divisions – Drug Fair and Cost Cutters. To
reach the Westfield Drug Fair, call (908)
232-5100. To reach the Cranford Walgreens,
call (908) 789-1990.

SP-F PTA Hosts
Candidates Night

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA Council will
host Candidates Night at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Office on Tuesday March 31. The
event will begin at 7:30 p.m.

There are three unopposed candi-
dates: Karen Kulikowski, Norman
“Trip” Whitehouse and Betty
Woerner.

The PTA Council, followed by the
SP-F Junior Statesmen Association,
will present formal questions. Ques-
tions from the audience will follow .

Pancake Breakfast to
Benefit FW PBA, FD
FANWOOD – The community is in-

vited to an all-you-can-eat pancake break-
fast to benefit two volunteer organiza-
tions, the Fanwood Police Benevolent
Association (PBA) and the Fanwood Vol-
unteer Fire Company, at the Chelsea As-
sisted Living Facility on 295 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. The event will take
place on Saturday, April 11, from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m.

 The PBA is active all year around in
planning activities for children, including
the annual Santa Parade and the Septem-
ber Safety Fair. The Fanwood Volunteer
Fire Company provides 24-hour protec-
tion to thecommunity against fires and
other hazards and escorts Santa Claus on
his annual door-to-door trek through
Fanwood. The fire company also co-hosts
the Safety Fair.

Adults pay $10. Children over 5 are
charged $5, and all those under 5 are
admitted free. People may pay at the door
or can call (908) 654-5200 in advance for
tickets.

Westfield Schools Seek
Ways to Avoid Layoffs

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board of
Education (BOE) and the school adminis-
tration Tuesday night discussed ways to
reduce the budget to minimize staff layoffs.

During the presentation at the BOE meet-
ing, School Superintendent Margaret Dolan
said the 40 employees who have offered
“givebacks” represent the superintendent,
administrators and supervisors and also in-
dividual staff members who are not part of
associations. So far, this totals $26,240.

With revisions since last week, the $90
million budget has a shortfall of $2.5 mil-
lion – down from last week’s figure of $3.5
million – bringing current projected staff
cuts to 25 positions. See page 21 for details
of the proposed budget.

For more than an hour, students and
parents of students concerned about staff
and program cuts addressed the BOE.

Business Administrator Robert Berman
said shopping for the district’s health insur-
ance plan saved $761,845. “We shop our
health insurance every year. In fact, our plan
has changed three times in the past five
years,” said Mr. Berman.

The finance committee of the BOE found
line items that were unused this year that
could be eliminated, such as $5,853 for
eighth-grade field hockey and $6,976 ex-
cess for the high school yearbook.

The public will vote on the proposed
budget and elect new school board mem-
bers on Tuesday, April 21. In Westfield, the
polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

During Tuesday’s meeting, more than
two dozen middle and high school students
addressed the board about the possible staff
cut next year of Edison Intermediate School
teacher Michael Altmann. Students spoke
about the influence Mr. Altmann, a drama
and public speaking teacher, has had on
their academic and personal success.

“He is like a second father to me,” said
Amelia Morabito, who recently lost her
own father.

“We’ve each had one or two teachers
who spurred us on to excellence. Mr.
Altmann is one of those teachers. We need
to struggle to find a way to keep him,” said
Mark Mandel. His two sons also spoke.

Breaking News
Marks to Seek Assembly;
Chester Holmes Retires

AREA — Former Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks (GOP) announced on
Wednesday that he will seek election to
the New Jersey State Assembly from
District 22 in the upcoming November
election. His running mate will be Will-
iam Castine, also a Scotch Plains resi-
dent.

Freeholder Chester Holmes (Dem) of
Rahway announced his retirement from
the Union County Freeholder Board on
Wednesday citing increased demands
on his private security business, Holmes
Security and Investigations Inc. He said
he would not seek re-election to a fifth
term on the board.


