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Correction
In last week’s article on the Scotch

Plains municipal budget, Mayor
Nancy Malool should have been
quoted as warning that the municipal
property tax increase this year could
be “significant” — not “gigantic,” as
was printed. We regret the mistake,
which was due to the reporter’s error
in transcribing his hand-written notes.

SUCCESSFUL SALE…Junior Girl Scout Troop 417 from Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains sold all their pre-ordered cookies during a two-hour span on March
14. The fifth graders held their annual Cookie Booth Sale in front of TD Bank on
North Avenue in Fanwood. Showcasing their handmade signs, they attracted
enough buyers to completely deplete their entire inventory. The proceeds will be
used to support the troop’s programming and help fund its annual Mom and Me
event.

Courtesy of Phyllis Mirabella
ACTION-PACKED…In February, Park Middle School fifth and sixth graders attended the school’s WinterFest. The
cafeteria was converted into a dance hall complete with a DJ, snacks and soft drinks. In the new gym, students played a variety
of games. See story on page 10.

County Taxes Going Up $13.4 M;
Pension Deferrals Total $9.4 Mil.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders intro-
duced a $442.6 million budget last
Thursday that would increase taxes
$13.4 million countywide.

Spending is up over $5 million
from the 2008 adopted budget. Taxes
have risen $115 million in the past
nine years and now account for 59.8
percent of the total revenues, up 6
percent from 2008 and 9 percent since
2001, according to the budget.

Taxes have risen over $25 million
in the past two years from $239.4
million in 2007 to $265.1 million this

year. Salaries and wages represent
$172 million of the total spending, or
30 percent of the total appropriations,
in this year’s spending plan.

In an effort to cut a deficit at the
county’s three golf courses, the free-
holders announced last week the per-
manent closing of the Oak Ridge Golf
Course on the Edison border in Clark.
The county will continue to operate
the Galloping Hill and Ashbrook golf
courses in Union and Scotch Plains,
respectively.

According to a copy of the budget
obtained by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, salaries and wages
for golf operations will be $1.9 mil-

lion this year, $108,526 lower than
last year. The county has also bud-
geted $560,000 under “other ex-
penses” for the division this year.

County spokesman Sebastian D’Elia
said the money is for “estimated por-
tion of non-salary costs attributable to
the golf operations” that used to be
included as a whole within expenses
included for the Department of Parks
and Community Renewal.

In addition, $1 million has been
budgeted under capital expenditures
for a new clubhouse at Galloping Hill
as well as $3 million for construction
of new workshop and storage build-
ings and truck open-air garages at
Galloping Hill’s service yard. Those
projects are part of a $43-million
capital budget, much of which will be
bonded through long-term debt obli-
gations by the county.

The county is also building a driv-
ing range at the facility, which it
hopes will generate $600,000 a year
in additional revenue at Galloping
Hill to eliminate a $750,000 deficit
that occurred last year.

County Manager George Devanney
said the county would defer 50 percent
of its pension obligation, as permitted
by the state, for a total of $9.4 million
this year. He said the county would be
required to be at 100 percent of its
required pension payments by 2012.

“There was no other option (but 50
percent or no deferral),” he said. The
county was originally planning to de-
fer $4 million of its pension costs this
year.

Finance Director Larry Caroselli
said the pension payments are paid
once per year.

John Bury of Kenilworth called the
pension deferrals a “classic Ponzi
scheme.”

“This was absolutely stupid. If they
(state legislators) had any idea about
pension funds, these (deferrals) would
never have been done,” Mr. Bury said.

Lavinia Ruby of Cranford, noting
her British heritage, said there are “tea
parties” being held around the country
to protest “taxation without represen-
tation.” She said the board needs to
look for more revenue sources, in-
cluding charging patrons at the annual
MusicFest festival in September.

A golfer who has protested the
closing of Oak Ridge, Ms. Ruby re-
minded the board, “I’m your con-
stituent. You work for me.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said, “Every year, you are just banging
away at taxes,” Mr. Paterson said. “This
budget, whatever it is, is bloated.”

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, criticized the freeholders for
not televising Thursday’s introduc-
tion of the budget.

“It is an outrage how you keep your
business in the dark,” she said. “It
(county government) is costing tax-
payers a quarter of their tax bill.”

She accused the freeholders of meet-
ing “at dining room tables” with de-
partment heads and Charlotte
DeFilippo, head of the county’s Demo-
cratic Committee. She said she “knows
for a fact” that county workers are not
allowed to question how the county is
run or they face reprisals.

In other business, students from
the adult high school at the Union

David B. Corbin (March 2004 archives) for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
QUALIFYING FOR NCAA DIVISION 1…Andrew Silber, right, a 2004 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and wrestling for American Univer-
sity, competed in the NCAA Division I Championship in St. Louis on March 19
through 21. Silber, the second wrestler from Scotch Plains to make the champi-
onship, won two bouts and lost two in the 197-lb class. Lou Cerchio was the first
SPF wrestler to make the championship. See page 14.

Lance’s Legislation Requires
Action on AIG Bonuses
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) last week
unveiled legislation that would require
the federal treasury department to imple-
ment a plan within two weeks for the
return of bonus money paid to AIG
employees. Some of those bonuses were
in the millions of dollars.

Mr. Lance, who was joined by other
freshmen Republican House mem-
bers in sponsoring the legislation,
said the statute would also require
that any future bonus payments to
Troubled Assets Relief Program
(TARP) recipients be first approved
by the treasury.

“My colleagues and I are deeply
concerned that the department of the
treasury seems to have indicated it can
do nothing about these bonuses. And I
don’t think that’s fair to the American
taxpayer,” he said during a teleconfer-
ence call with reporters on March 17.

Mr. Lance’s bill comes in addition
to legislation approved by the House
Thursday to levy a 90 percent tax on
bonuses paid to employees with house-
hold incomes exceeding $250,000 a
year from companies that have re-
ceived at least $5 billion in federal
bailout assistance. The bill, aimed at
the AIG bonuses, was approved by a
vote of 398-93, with Mr. Lance voting

in favor of the legislation.
Although the legislation had no

Democrats signed on as of last week,
Mr. Lance said that he hopes the action
would receive bipartisan support.

“I know this is a bipartisan con-
cern. This is not a partisan matter,” he
said. “Congress is incensed.”

The Congressman said the House
defeated the release of the second
$350 billion of TARP earlier this year.
However, since the bill contained lan-
guage that said both houses had to
defeat the measure for it to fail, the
legislation had already effectively
received passage when the United
States Senate approved the release of
the funds prior to the House vote.

“I think it is the sense of the Con-
gress that it’s the responsibility of the
administration to recoup these bo-
nuses,” Mr. Lance said. “There is a
sense of outrage across the nation given
the fact that AIG would not exist ex-
cept for the fact that federal funds
were infused into that company.”

He said the Administration of Presi-
dent Barack Obama must do more to
stop AIG bonuses.

“I think it is inappropriate, at least
so far, that he (Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner) has thrown up
his hands in despair,” Mr. Lance
said.

Scotch Plains, Fanwood to Look
At Expanding Shared Services
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood intend to inten-
sify discussions of shared—services
initiatives via the creation of a com-
mittee that will spend the balance of
this year looking at areas where func-
tions can be merged.

At its meeting on Tuesday, the
Scotch Plains Township Council ap-
proved a resolution creating the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Shared Ser-
vices Study Committee and also
passed a resolution allowing for an
application for a state grant to finance
the committee’s activities.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss, not-
ing that the shared-services efforts of
the past eight years have “accom-
plished a number of things that have
benefited residents in both towns,”
said that Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool and Fanwood Mayor Colleen

Mahr have both expressed a desire
“to expand cooperation and to con-
sider new and expanded shared ser-
vices.”

The committee will include Mrs.
Malool, Mr. Strauss, co-acting man-
ager Robert LaCosta and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Lori Majeski repre-
senting Scotch Plains. The panel will
conduct a full study of all possible
shared services and will issue a report
later this year on the sharing of any
and all departmental operations, the
possible merger of all departments to
create a joint department or depart-
ments and possible merged adminis-
trations, including the financial im-
pact of such mergers.

Mayor Malool, calling the
committee’s formation “a long time
coming,” said any savings realized
from the panel’s recommendations
won’t be seen in this year’s municipal
budget but “perhaps” could be expe-

rienced in 2010.
In a matter related to this year’s

township budget, the council also
passed a resolution authorizing the
submission of a layoff plan to the
state Department of Personnel. Not-
ing the “difficult year” being faced
financially not only by Scotch Plains
but by other New Jersey towns, Mayor
Malool said that, “unfortunately, it
looks like there will be some layoffs”
this year.

Consultant Gregory Fehrenbach,
who is assisting township officials in
preparing this year’s spending ar-
rangement, drew up the layoff plan,
which requires approval from the
state. The mayor, while not providing
any details on which employees may
be affected, said the plan is “not set in
stone.”

Addressing a question from Valley
Avenue resident Carol D’Amato,
Mayor Malool said that all township
departments were asked to cut their
budgets this year by 10 percent and
added that all areas of the township
government will be affected by this
year’s budget constraints.

In other business, Municipal Judge
Antonio Inacio was sworn in for a
second three-year term through April
2012. He told the council he was
“humbled” by his re-appointment and
said he appreciated the governing
body’s “continued support.”

Councilman Kevin Glover told
Judge Inacio that, “from what we’ve
been told, you’re doing an outstand-
ing job.”

The council also approved a bid
from Metro PCS to lease the final
cellular antenna spot on the southside
firehouse communications tower.
Metro PCS will pay the township
$24,000 annually, with a 3 percent
fee increase each year.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Malool issued a proclamation declar-
ing March as American Red Cross
Month. The council’s next meeting
will be Tuesday, April 14.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F Area Faces County Tax
Increases; Fanwood to Defer

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Scotch Plains resi-
dents will pay $14.5 million in Union
County taxes, the seventh highest
among Union County’s 21 munici-
palities, or $319,926 over last year
and $1,785 per household, an increase
of $44. Fanwood taxpayers will pay
$4.2 million, or $283,734 over 2008,
representing an increase of $93 for a
total of $1,549 per average home-
owner. Fanwood pays the third low-
est county tax behind Winfield Park
and Garwood.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who also serves as president of the
New Jersey Conference of Mayors,
said mayors were “bracing” for a
much larger cut in state aid.

“We knew we were not going to be
let off the hook this year,” she said.

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood would
use new state legislation to defer half
of the borough’s half-million-dollar
pension obligation for the borough’s
police and municipal employees to
keep the borough within the state’s 4
percent maximum allowable increase
for the municipal tax levy. She said
the money would be paid back over
the next 15 years.

In terms of the county and school
taxes, Mayor Mahr said “every layer
of government has been faced with
some pretty difficult decisions.” She
noted that Fanwood homeowners also
would pay an average hike of $458 in
school taxes this year.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
said the projected $44 hike in county
taxes for township residents “is not
what it seems,” in that $9.4 million is
being deferred in Union County pen-

sion obligations.
“I think deferring pensions is short-

sighted,” she said, noting that Scotch
Plains’ deferment would have been
$617,000. She said it would cost the
township more to pay back the de-
ferred pensions over 15 years when
an estimated 8.5 percent interest is
factored.

Westfielders will pay the second
highest Union County purpose taxes
in a $442 million budget unveiled by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders last Thursday.

According to spreadsheets released
by the county’s Board of Taxation,
Westfielders will pay a total of $26.3
million, an increase of $1.2 million
over last year. The average home-
owner will pay $2,588 in county taxes,
up $111 over last year.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOU BE THE JUDGE...Scotch Plains Municipal Court Judge Antonio Inacio was sworn in for a second three-year term
at the township council’s meeting on Tuesday night by Township Attorney Brian Levine.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


