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POLICE BLOTTER

RE-ELECTION...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky meets with supporters last
Saturday at the Bagel Chateau to have his petition for re-election signed. Over 100
people stopped by to show their support.

viously existed, the stores will stay;
the only changes will be to the store’s
name and some “remerchandising.”

Ms. Washington said she wanted to
reassure people that the pharmacy
will remain at the Westfield location.
“Absolutely,” she said. “We’re a phar-
macy first. More than 50 percent of
our business comes from that area.”

She said previous Drug Fair em-
ployees would “all be given opportu-
nities to interview. Most will likely
stay as Walgreens employees.”

People will notice some differences
when Walgreens places its footprint
on the Westfield location.

“We have the most advanced phar-
macy service system,” Ms. Washing-
ton said. “People can get prescrip-
tions filled at any of our 6,700 loca-
tions throughout the country; we of-
fer auto refill, labels printed in 14
different languages, assistance in
those languages and auto pay. So,
people will certainly notice some
enhancements.”

Drug Fair, founded in 1954, has
two divisions – Drug Fair and Cost
Cutters. To reach the Westfield Drug
Fair, call (908) 232-5100. To reach
the Cranford Walgreens, call (908)
789-1990.
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Drug Fair
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Freeholders Unveil $442 Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up $14.5 Mil.
She accused the freeholders of

meeting “at dining room tables” with
department heads and Charlotte
DeFilippo, head of the county’s
Democratic Committee. She said she
“knows for a fact” that county work-
ers are not allowed to question how
the county is run or they face repris-
als.

In other business, students from
the adult high school at the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools in Scotch Plains attended
the meeting seeking assistance after
state officials removed all $10 mil-
lion in funding for adult high school
programs statewide. The programs
are for students who dropped out of
high school and/or did not receive a
diploma.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services for the county, told The
Leader that while sufficient funding
is in place for 150 students to gradu-
ate from the program this June, an-
other 175 students will not be able to
graduate from the program next year.
He said $350,000 would be needed to

keep the school operating another
year.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan told the
teenagers to take their fight for fund-
ing to the Elizabeth Board of Educa-
tion.

“Their budget is in the hundreds of
millions of dollars,” Mr. Sullivan said.
He said the district received an $18
million increase in state funding for
this year, calling it “one of the largest
increases in the state.”

Mr. Guzzo announced that the
county received additional Job Ac-
cess Reverse Commute (JARC) fund-
ing from the federal government to
keep the Route 22 shuttle in opera-
tion through December 1 of this year.
The county has been in negotiations
with officials at the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation, which had
cut funding for the program.

The shuttle transports employees
to retail stores on the highway utiliz-
ing Union County Paratransit ve-
hicles. The program was started fol-
lowing a high number of pedestrian
fatalities along Route 22.

Westfield
Monday, March 16, after being stopped

for motor vehicle violations on South
Avenue near Summit Avenue, Leah
Brown, 27, of Easton, Pa. was arrested
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana. She
was released with a summons.

A passenger in the vehicle, Logan
Harris, 27, of Plainfield, was arrested on
multiple open warrants, including a
Greenwich criminal warrant for $2,000
and traffic warrants from Plainfield and
Atlantic City in the amounts of $1,716
and $500, respectively. He was commit-
ted to the Union County jail on default of
bail.

Tuesday, March 17, Jadwiga Szetela,
44, of Linden was arrested in the area of
South Chestnut and East Broad Streets
on an outstanding Woodbridge traffic
warrant in the amount of $150. She was
processed at Westfield police headquar-
ters and released after posting the full
cash bail.

Tuesday, March 17, Ronald Kolacki,
44, of Plainfield was arrested at North
Avenue and Prospect Street and charged
with illegal possession of prescription
medication meant to treat bipolar disor-
der. He also was arrested on an active
South Plainfield criminal warrant in the
amount of $194. Kolacki was turned
over to the South Plainfield Police De-
partment.

Tuesday, March 17, a 2005 Audi Se-
dan that was reported stolen from the
south side Westfield train station on
March 9 was recovered by the Tampa,
Fla. Police Department. According to
Westfield authorities, no arrests had been
made and it was unknown whether the
vehicle had sustained any damage.

Wednesday, March 18, Thomas
Wansaw, 47, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on two
Newark warrants in the total amount of
$254. He was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 18, Terrence
Devlin, 44, of Cranford was arrested on
an outstanding Union Township traffic
warrant in the amount of $66, after a
motor vehicle stop at Springfield Avenue
and Michael Drive. He was released on
his own recognizance per the Union
Township Municipal Court.

Friday, March 20, Tyler C. Greenfield,
20, of New Brunswick was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount
of $198. He was processed and released
after posting bail. A court date was to be
set.

Sunday, March 22, David Runicki,
31, of Westfield was arrested after turn-
ing himself in to police custody on two
outstanding traffic warrants, one from
Fanwood in the amount of $1,050 and
the other from Bridgewater in the amount
of $489. He was turned over to the
Fanwood Police Department.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 16, Les Turchin, 18,

of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of false identification
after a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Thursday, March 19, a resident of
Ramapo Way reported that someone dam-
aged the windshield of her motor vehicle
by throwing eggs at it.

Thursday, March 19, a resident of
Kipling Terrace reported that he received
multiple vulgar text messages from an
unknown sender.

Friday, March 20, Robert Sweeney,
41, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Friday, March 20, Aquil Homan, 29,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Saturday, March 21, Samantha
Hershey, 21, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Saturday, March 21, Jamar Alexander,
22, of Newark was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, March 21, a patron at a Park
Avenue restaurant reported that while he
was inside the establishment someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed
his GPS valued at approximately $200.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 17, Edwin Pena, 21,

of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Berkeley Heights
in the amount of $159 after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Wednesday, March 18, Richard H.
Robinson, 46, of Plainfield was arrested
at police headquarters for contempt of
court. According to police, he turned
himself in to begin serving a 90-day jail
sentence for habitually driving while in-
toxicated.

Thursday, March 19, Samuel R.
Simola, 20, of Union was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop for mul-
tiple violations. He was processed and
released at the scene.

Thursday, March 19, Walter Howard,
Jr., 23, of Plainfield was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released at the scene.

Saturday, March 21, Rasheed J.
Sanders, 28, of East Orange was ar-
rested and charged with receiving sto-
len property after officers identified
the motorcycle on which he was at-
tempting to leave a Route 22 theater as
stolen. According to police, he also
was charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia, which was found in a
compartment of the motorcycle. He
was processed and released.

Sunday, March 22, William C. Barnes,
25, of Irvington was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, March 22, Kristin J. Sweeney,
36, of Plainfield was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after being stopped for displaying an
unclear license plate. She was processed
and released at the scene.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 17, a resident of

Carsam Street reported that sometime
overnight someone threw eggs at his
pickup truck, causing damage.

Tuesday, March 17, Brian Geoghegan,
36, of Allentown, Pa. was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Elizabeth,
Phillipsburg and Kenilworth after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Westfield Road. He
was processed and released.

Tuesday, March 17, a grocery store on
South Avenue reported that the manager
had observed a man shoplifting baby
products. The suspect was described as
five feet and 11 inches tall, black, ap-
proximately 40 years old with a medium
build.

According to police, the suspect fled
the store into a waiting motor vehicle
described as a black Dodge Intrepid with
a temporary New Jersey tag in the win-
dow. A black female driver and a black
female passenger were seen in the ve-
hicle, authorities said.

Thursday, March 19, a bank on North
Avenue reported that a black female,
approximately 20 years old, attempted
to cash a fraudulent check in the amount
of $989. According to police, when the
teller asked her for identification, she
provided a false identification, and fled
on foot. The false identification was left
at the scene. A search of the area did not
produce the suspect, police said.

Friday, March 20, Sandra Vigliante,
45, of Clark was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Spring Lake after a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.
She was processed and released after
posting bail.

Saturday, March 21, Hattie Williams,
59, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of North Plainfield,
Middlesex, Piscataway and Warren. She
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, March 21, a resident of For-
est Road reported that someone stole his
motor vehicle, which he had turned on to
warm it up before reentering the house.
The vehicle is described as a 2002 grey
Toyota with New Jersey license plate
NCK-16E.

Monday, March 23, Matthew Laird,
41, of Fanwood was arrested at his home
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance and drug
paraphernalia. According to police, of-
ficers responded to the residence for a
wellness check requested by a family
member and entered the home through
the back door, which was open. Laird
was arrested after the CDS and drug
paraphernalia were found in plain view
on the kitchen table. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
STREAKING TO SPACE...The Space Shuttle Discovery streaks through the
evening sky on March 15 during its launch from the Kennedy Space Center. As
seen from Ormond Beach, Fla. it lit up the skies and cast a colorful reflection on
the jet stream during the setting sun.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SMILES...Westfielders of good spirit enjoy themselves Monday night at Echo
Lake Country Club during the GOP fundraising party attended by a sizable
crowd honoring former town mayors. Pictured, from left to right, are: Beata
Szycowska, Clay Carney, Westfield Councilman James Foerst, Frank and Gail
Smith and Roger and Laura Studwell (standing).

budgets of high-performing towns
such as Westfield were subject to
similar scrutiny, the cuts mandated
would force municipalities to experi-
ence a “regression to the mean.”

Finance Policy Committee mem-
ber David Haas said the town would
“like to maintain the surplus, but it
will slowly be spent down. Once that’s
gone, all that’s left is cutting services
and people.”

Mr. Haas said the 4 percent levy
cap does not “give the town the flex-
ibility to save for the future and plan
to smooth out anticipated increases.”

Before introducing the budget next
month, Mr. Caruana wanted council
members to understand how 2008
numbers fared. Last year, the town
was almost $230,000 below its tar-
geted revenue figure.

That was caused primarily by three
factors. One, interest rates plunged,
and the town incurred a $382,000
loss in earned interest. On top of that,
construction fees were down $54,000,
and parking revenue was $63,000 less
than expected.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
explained after the meeting that the
state Department of Community Af-
fairs (DCA) regulates construction
fees. The entity may recommend
higher fees to offset anticipated losses
in 2009.

In terms of parking, Mr. Caruana
estimated that $45,000 out of the
$63,000 hit in revenue occurred be-
cause the town offered two weeks of
free parking at pay stations during the
holiday season.

The town has always bagged
meters, but last year marked the first
year of a policy proposed by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation in
which pay station lots also were free
to the public.

When asked what the town’s best
revenue enhancement was, Mr.
Caruana remarked, “parking fines.”

On the positive side, the town
earned more than its targeted revenue
in three major categories. The town
pulled in $110,000 more than it ex-
pected in municipal court fees. Mr.
Gildea said that while court fees do
relate to parking fines paid, in 2008,
the town “cleaned its slate” of a “back-
log” of driving while intoxicated
(DWI) cases.

The town also saw $123,000 more
than expected in interest on delin-
quent taxes, which can be associated
with $104,000 more than anticipated
in delinquent tax collection.

This year, the town is facing a $1
million increase in its Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority assessment. In
addition, the town library’s assess-
ment will rise by $60,000, and the
town’s CBAs lead to yearly increases
as members climb the steps.

The biggest help to recovering the
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Westfield Town Budget
surplus came in the form of $2.1
million in deferred school taxes. Mr.
Gildea said the town is “heavily de-
pendent” on that figure. Mr. Caruana
explained that the town is the “custo-
dian” of the school-board funds,
which become part of the town’s sur-
plus until they are owed.

One possibility to stem the tide of
increases is utilizing a mechanism,
approved in the New Jersey State
Legislature and by Governor Corzine
that allows a town to defer half of its
pension obligation. As the rule cur-
rently stands, a town either chooses
to defer half or none at all.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr has
already confirmed to The Westfield
Leader that the borough, whose state
aid will drop 2.5 percent, will defer
half of the borough’s $500,000 pen-
sion obligation.

After the meeting, Mr. Caruana
said the town “will consider” using
the deferral mechanism and would
have to apply for a waiver. The poten-
tial pension waiver is independent of
applying for a waiver to the 4 percent
levy, for which the town anticipates it
would be denied.

In 2009, the town has $2.2 million
in pension obligations; if it elected to
defer, $1.1 million, plus interest, could
be paid off in 2012.

than two dozen middle and high
school students addressed the board
about the possible staff cut next year
of Edison Intermediate School teacher
Michael Altmann. Students spoke
about the influence Mr. Altmann, a
drama and public speaking teacher,
has had on their academic and per-
sonal success.

“He is like a second father to me,”
said Amelia Morabito, who recently
lost her own father.

“We’ve each had one or two teach-
ers who spurred us on to excellence.
Mr. Altmann is one of those teachers.
We need to struggle to find a way to
keep him,” said Mark Mandel. His
two sons also spoke.

“We as a community need to ser-
vice our kids. If you can rally like this
for one teacher, you students are learn-
ing democracy tonight,” said parent
of four Molly Barber.

BOE candidate David Finn said,
“It must be a roller coaster with good
news and bad news.”

A concern raised by both board
members and the public was the po-
tential for an oversized classroom at
the first-grade level in either Wash-
ington or Franklin school next year.
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Westfielders to Pay $1.2 MM
More In Union County Taxes

Franklin PTO President Theresa
Korth told The Leader, “I understand
that the board knows it’s important
(keeping class size low).”

Although the proposed budget
leaves open the possibility to add an
additional elementary school teacher
next year to keep the class size small,
BOE member Beth Cassie said, “It
makes me nervous. We need to have
the flexibility to say it needs to go
where it needs to go.”

One proposed staff cut is the high
school Special Services Supervisor.
“Special Education is no different
than science or language arts. You
need an administrator because of the
inter-disciplinary issues,” said
Kathleen Caminiti of the Westfield
Parent-Teacher Council.

Superintendent Dolan said that
some of the staff cuts were being
addressed through retirement and
personnel changes. She announced
the retirement of Chief Technology
Officer (CTO) Harold “Hal” Johnson,
effective August 31, 2009. He served
as CTO for five years during his 41
total years with the district. “Scores
of teachers have become computer
literate due to Hal,” said Mrs. Dolan.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – Westfielders will pay
the second highest Union County pur-
pose taxes in a $442 million budget un-
veiled by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders last Thursday.

According to spreadsheets released by
the county’s Board of Taxation,
Westfielders will pay a total of $26.3
million, an increase of $1.2 million over
last year. The average homeowner will
pay $2,588 in county taxes, up $111 over
last year.

Westfield First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana, chairman of the Westfield Town
Council’s budget committee, said the town
has not taken up the county impact in
committee yet. He said he has “assur-
ances” that Westfield’s level is derived
from a “mathematical model controlled
by the state.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
Westfield’s county tax level is “formula-
based and fair.”

Mr. Caruana did say that the state
approval process for local budgets hurts
high-performing towns such as Westfield
in that: “We are considered a high tax,
high income community, but when edu-
cation cuts are mandated by the state, and
the town has an inability to raise munici-
pal taxes, it’s counterintuitive.”

The largest county tax increase will be
paid by Summit, the county tab of which
will jump $1.5 million to $25.3 million.
City homeowners will pay $3,266 in
county taxes, up $176. The county’s larg-
est municipality – Elizabeth – will pay
the highest total tax. While its tax is $31.2
million, the average impact per home is
$1,173, or $41 over last year. City county
taxes will increase $1.1 million over 2008.

Scotch Plains residents will pay $14.5
million, the seventh highest among Union
County’s 21 municipalities, or $319,926
over last year and $1,785 per household,
an increase of $44. Fanwood taxpayers
will pay $4.2 million, or $283,734 over
2008, representing an increase of $93 for
a total of $1,549 per average homeowner.
Fanwood pays the third lowest county
tax behind Winfield Park and Garwood.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, who
also serves as president of the New Jersey
Conference of Mayors, said mayors were
“bracing” for a much larger cut in state
aid.

“We knew we were not going to be let
off the hook this year,” she said.

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood would use
new state legislation to defer half of the
borough’s half-million-dollar pension
obligation for the borough’s police and

municipal employees to keep the bor-
ough within the state’s 4 percent maxi-
mum allowable increase for the munici-
pal tax levy. She said the money would be
paid back over the next 15 years.

In terms of the county and school
taxes, Mayor Mahr said “every layer of
government has been faced with some
pretty difficult decisions.” She noted that
Fanwood homeowners also would pay an
average hike of $458 in school taxes this
year.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
said the projected $44 hike in county
taxes for township residents “is not what
it seems,” in that $9.4 million is being
deferred in Union County pension obli-
gations.

“I think deferring pensions is short-
sighted,” she said, noting that Scotch
Plains’ deferment would have been
$617,000. She said it would cost the
township more to pay back the deferred
pensions over 15 years when an esti-
mated 8.5 percent interest is factored.

Garwood homeowners will pay $2.4
million, or $205,708, over last year. The
average assessed home will pay $1,309,
representing a $102 jump from last year.
Meanwhile, Mountainside homeowners
will pay a total county tax of $6,651,146,
or $216,546 over 2008. The average bor-
ough home will pay $2,242, or $75 more
than a year ago.

Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer said that while he has a “prob-
lem with county taxes,” his biggest oppo-
sition is to the state, which he said has
transferred costs from the state budget
books to the local government, such as
for sewer and environmental costs.

“It’s (taxes) too much for people,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

He also said he opposes deferring pen-
sion obligations.

“That whole deferment process is what
got us in this mess in the first place,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

Cranford will pay $14.6 million, or
$786,154, over last year, and $1,593 per
home, or $80 more than the 2008 level.

As county taxes have increased, area
towns were notified earlier this month
that their municipal aid levels from the
state would be lower than last year.
Westfield’s aid will drop $167,293 to $4
million, a decline of 4 percent from last
year. Mountainside’s aid also is down 4
percent, or $41,781, to $1 million, while
Scotch Plains’ aid dropped 2.5 percent,
or $73,181, to $2.9 million. Fanwood’s
aid is down 2.5 percent, or $24,345, for a
total of $973,795. Garwood will receive
$616,199, down 1.5 percent, or $9,384.

Lance’s Legislation
Requires Action on AIG

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) last week
unveiled legislation that would require
the federal treasury department to imple-
ment a plan within two weeks for the
return of bonus money paid to AIG em-
ployees. Some of those bonuses were in
the millions of dollars.

Mr. Lance, who was joined by other
freshmen Republican House members
in sponsoring the legislation, said the
statute would also require that any fu-
ture bonus payments to Troubled As-
sets Relief Program (TARP) recipients
be first approved by the treasury.

“My colleagues and I are deeply con-
cerned that the department of the trea-
sury seems to have indicated it can do
nothing about these bonuses. And I don’t
think that’s fair to the American tax-
payer,” he said during a teleconference
call with reporters on March 17.

Mr. Lance’s bill comes in addition to
legislation approved by the House Thurs-
day to levy a 90 percent tax on bonuses
paid to employees with household in-
comes exceeding $250,000 a year from
companies that have received at least $5
billion in federal bailout assistance. The
bill, aimed at the AIG bonuses, was
approved by a vote of 398-93, with Mr.
Lance voting in favor of the legislation.

Although the legislation had no Demo-
crats signed on as of last week, Mr.
Lance said that he hopes the action would
receive bipartisan support.

“I know this is a bipartisan concern.
This is not a partisan matter,” he said.
“Congress is incensed.”

The Congressman said the House
defeated the release of the second $350
billion of TARP earlier this year. How-
ever, since the bill contained language
that said both houses had to defeat the
measure for it to fail, the legislation had
already effectively received passage
when the United States Senate approved
the release of the funds prior to the
House vote.

“I think it is the sense of the Congress
that it’s the responsibility of the admin-
istration to recoup these bonuses,” Mr.
Lance said. “There is a sense of outrage
across the nation given the fact that AIG
would not exist except for the fact that
federal funds were infused into that
company.”

He said the Administration of Presi-
dent Barack Obama must do more to
stop AIG bonuses.

“I think it is inappropriate, at least
so far, that he (Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner) has thrown up his
hands in despair,” Mr. Lance said.

“Some of those bonuses were over a
million dollars, and some of them were
more than that,” Mr. Lance said.

He said it does not matter whether
the money was for retention or perfor-
mance bonuses. “There should have
been no bonuses,” he said.

In the future, Mr. Lance said “greater
oversight” would be needed whenever
large infusions of federal dollars are
involved.

Breaking News:
Mayor Marks to Seek

Assembly; Holmes
Retires from County
AREA — Former Scotch Plains

Mayor Martin Marks (GOP) an-
nounced on Wednesday that he will
seek election to the New Jersey
State Assembly from District 22 in
the upcoming November election.
His running mate will be William
Castine, also a Scotch Plains resi-
dent.

Freeholder Chester Holmes
(Dem) of Rahway announced his
retirement from the Union County
Freeholder Board on Wednesday
citing increased demands on his
private security business, Holmes
Security and Investigations Inc. He
said he would not seek re-election
to a fifth term on the board.


