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KJ Denhert Performs
At Coffee/Conscience
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series continues
its ninth season by presenting KJ
Denhert in concert at the First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue)
in Westfield, on Saturday, March 21.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $21 online and $22 at the door.
Advance purchase of tickets is rec-
ommended by going to
kjdenhert.eventbrite.com.

Lucky-13, a female pop-folk trio,
will open the show. All net proceeds
from this evening’s concert will be
donated to HomeFirst, formerly
known as the Interfaith Council for
the Homeless.

Ms. Denhert is a singer, guitarist
and songwriter who calls her music
urban folk and jazz.

In the 1980s, Ms. Denhert toured
for six years as the lead guitarist and
occasional vocalist with an all-fe-
male band called Fire, playing rock
and top-40 music throughout the U.S.,
Canada and Europe.

For more information about this
concert and the two featured artists,
visit kjdenhert.eventbrite.com.

Piano Masters Series
Features Valdes

RAHWAY – The Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) will
present the Piano Masters Series inau-
gural event featuring a rare solo perfor-
mance by Chuchito Valdes on Friday,
March 20, at 8 p.m. with guest host
Terrance McKnight, WNYC Radio’s
host of Evening Music, the station’s
nightly classical music program.

The Piano Masters Series offers each
audience member the opportunity to
experience the most compelling live
performances by renowned concert pia-
nists on stage at the UCPAC.

With influences of Caribbean
rhythms and jazz, Mr. Valdes creates an
energetic blend of music. He has also
extensively studied classical music, in-
cluding harmony and composition.

In performances, his music draws on
many styles, including Afro-Cuban
Latin Jazz, Bebop, Danzon, Cha-Cha-
Cha, Son Montuno and much more.

Tickets for this solo performance are
$35 and may be purchased by calling
(732) 499-8226 or online by visiting
UCPAC.org. UCPAC is located at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway.

NJWA Creates Tuition-free
Special-Needs Program

WESTFIELD – The Music Con-
nection, a tuition-free instrumental
program for special-needs families,
is currently interviewing and placing
students in this innovative New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
program.

The program is an opportunity for
parents and special-needs children to
study a musical instrument together.
The program is designed for students,
ages 6 and above, who are neurologi-
cally, developmentally and/or physi-
cally handicapped.

Each student must have a music
partner, an adult who will attend all
lessons and practice daily with the
student. Current students are study-
ing violin, viola, trumpet, piano, clari-
net and snare drum.

Potential candidates will be inter-
viewed and evaluated for admission
to the program. Depending upon the
instrument selected, the lessons are
given on an individual family or small
group basis in a 30- to 45-minute
format.

Participation in the program can

benefit the student in many ways. The
Music Connection focuses on acquir-
ing musical skills, enhancing self-
esteem, developing pride in achieve-
ment and providing families with a
joint activity to share.

One person involved in the pro-
gram commented that the NJWA “is
doing an incredible thing here…this
could possibly change a family’s life.”

Due to present financial restric-
tions, placement in the program is
limited. However, the NJWA is seek-
ing individual or corporate sponsors
so that it can continue providing this
service and possibly expand the Mu-
sic Connection to include more fami-
lies.

The Music Connection will be held
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

To receive a brochure, arrange for
an interview or discuss sponsorship,
call Ted Schlosberg, NJWA founder
and executive director, at (908) 789-
9696 or visit
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Wanda Sykes to Perform
Tonight at UCPC In Rahway

RAHWAY – Wanda Sykes, Emmy
winning entertainer, is coming to the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC) in Rahway today, March
19. Sykes ranks among Entertain-
ment Weekly’s 25 Funniest People in
America.

She currently can be seen on the
CBS comedy “The New Adventures
of Old Christine” with Julia Louis-
Dreyfus and was a writer and per-
former on HBO’s “The Chris Rock
Show” for five years, where she was
nominated for three Emmy awards
and, in 1999, won the Emmy for
Outstanding Writing for a Variety,
Music or Comedy Special.

In 2001, she won the American
Comedy Award for Outstanding Fe-
male Stand Up Comic. She won three
more Emmys, in 2002, 2004 and 2005,
for her work on “Inside the NFL.”

Sykes was recently seen in the fea-

ture films Evan Almighty, in which
she co-starred with Steve Carell, and
Monster-In-Law, starring opposite
Jennifer Lopez and Jane Fonda.

She was heard in the animated fea-
ture Over The Hedge as well as The
Barnyard, and co-starred with Luke
Wilson and Uma Thurman in the ro-
mantic comedy My Super Ex-Girl-
friend.

Also appearing with Sykes will be
special guest comedian Keith
Robinson, whose stage presence has
gained him appearances on MTV,
VH1, HBO’s Def Comedy Jam and
Louie Anderson’s Comedy Hour.

Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets range
from $37 to $62. There are limited
VIP tickets available for $75. Tickets
can be purchased online at ucpac.org
or by phone at (732) 499-8226.

UCPAC is located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

the farmhouse store
...like no other store in Westfield

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

DIY Network Transforms SP Room
Into New York Rangers ‘Man Cave’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Man cave:
the term used to describe the room in a
house that is devoted to all things mas-
culine and usually only used in one’s

vocabulary after getting married. Imag-
ine what would be the dream idea of
such a space.

Joe Bellestri of Katherine Street in
Scotch Plains, with help from his wife
Angela, just got such a room dedicated
to the New York Rangers.

Mrs. Bellestri wrote in to the DIY
Network’s show “Man Caves,” explain-
ing how their fraternal twins, 21-month
Kaitlin and Michael, have taken over
the family room with all of their toys, so
her husband needs somewhere in the

house to call his own. Mr. Bellestri said
she wrote in with the idea of a “hockey
hideaway.”

The show took a slapshot at a hockey
theme, modeling the man cave after the
newly renovated Ranger’s locker room.

Bright blue lockers used as a liquor
cabinet are set behind a backlit white
bar, with stools made from hockey

sticks. The chair rail was turned into the
boards of an ice hockey rink, and one
wall was treated with a black-and-white
photomural of a game in action.

“They had a whole design team, and
we started bouncing ideas back and
forth. One of the ideas was to make the
floor look like actual ice and so they
poured an epoxy floor, which is a liquid
floor that hardens,” Mr. Bellestri said.

Last Wednesday evening, the show
was in the final hours of putting the
room together, a two-day job, as co-
host James Cameron was nailing to-
gether the bar that he and Mr. Bellestri
built, and workers were running about
hanging up Mr. Bellestri’s Ranger
memorabilia.

The other co-host, Tony “The Goose”
Siragusa, former NFL star and
Kenilworth native, arrived and heaved
a locker over his shoulder to set up in
the basement.

As the buzz of saws were heard in the
background and workers, producers and
cameraman scurried in and out of the
front door, Mrs. Bellestri along with
about 10 of her family and friends were
busy in the kitchen, feeding their chil-
dren, socializing and waiting for the big
reveal.

This frenzy of people is par for the
course for Mrs. Bellestri, who said, “I
come from an Italian family, so we
always like to get together. We do ev-
erything big.”

Mr. Siragusa had a different perspec-
tive; he joked, “This was a fiasco! He
wants to have 25 guys in there, all of his
buddies. Then when I show up, there is
nothing left at the buffet.”

The Bellestris were chosen out of
some 3,000 applicants. When they got
the call that they were picked, Mrs.
Bellestri said, “I think I jumped down
the stairs saying ‘we made it, we made
it.’”

“It has been an experience for us.
How often does this happen? We had a
lot of fun with it. All of our neighbors
have been in and out. It’s been the
excitement of the block,” Mrs. Bellestri
said.

Mr. Bellestri and a host of his friends,
also Rangers fans, helped construct
some of the components of the room.

“They had me using power tools I’m
not familiar using. They had the lights,
camera and 10 people watching you. I
screwed up basically everything I did
yesterday and that made me nervous,”
said Mr. Bellestri, who, up until this
show, had installed some light fixtures
and a backsplash in the kitchen but
nothing involving major power tools.

“I have a cordless drill and a screw-
driver,” he said.

As the night went on, Mr. Bellestri
and his friends were waiting outside to
be called in to see the final result and
then planned put the room to its in-
tended use – watching a New York
Rangers game.

“Man Caves” airs every Tuesday at 9
p.m. on the DIY Network.

All photos courtesy of the Bellestri Family and “Man Caves”
CAVING IN...“Man Caves,” a program on the DIY Network, helped transform a room in the Scotch Plains home of Joe and
Angela Bellestri into a safe haven to watch the New York Rangers. Mr. Bellestri is pictured below, bottom picture at right,
working with co-host James Cameron. Fellow co-host, and former NFL star, Tony Siragusa of Kenilworth is pictured with
the Bellestris and friends below, group shot.

Temptations to Perform
At UCPAC in Rahway
RAHWAY – The Temptations, one

of the most successful groups in music
history, will perform with original
founder Otis Williams at the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway on Thursday, April

23.
With fine-tuned choreography and

harmonies, The Temptations became
the definitive male vocal group of the
1960s. One of Motown’s most elastic
acts, they tackled both lush pop and
politically charged funk with equal flair.

The Motown group sold an estimated
22 million records between 1960 and
1982. Over its career, the group has had
37 Top-40 singles and 32 R&B Top-10
albums.

The Temptations will perform at 8
p.m. at the UCPAC, located at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway. Tickets range
in price from $35 to $55. There are
limited VIP tickets available for $65.

To learn more, see ucpac.org or call
(732) 499-8226.

Plainsboro Church
Showcases Tamborlane

CRANFORD – In less than two short
years as a professional painter,
Cranford’s Theodosia Tamborlane’s art
career has launched her in 18 solo and
group shows, earned three First Place
awards and landed a coveted invitation

from the New Jersey Symphony Or-
chestra to paint a violin for its Art
Strings 2009 fundraising auction.

Starting March 15, Ms. Tamborlane’s
work will be on exhibit in the Princeton
area at the Art Way Gallery located in
Princeton Alliance Church of
Plainsboro.

The one-woman show, “Colors and
Forces of Nature,” includes paintings
that use oil colors in varying hues to
depict happy, sad, violent and tranquil
images of nature. The show runs through
April 18 and includes a public recep-
tion with the artist Sunday, March 22,
from 3 to 5:30 pm.

To learn more, call (609) 799-9000
or see princetonalliance.org.

EYE ON FALL…Painter Theodosia
Tamborlane’s “Autumn Collage” is one
of 14 works on display from now through
April 18 at the Art Way Gallery located
in Princeton Alliance Church.

WHS Produces Not ‘Just Another Show’

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Thursday Night’s
opening night at Westfield High
School’s (WHS) production of Cole
Porter’s Kiss Me Kate wasn’t just “an-
other op’nin’ of another show.” Direc-
tor Daniel Devlin’s production offered
a musical night with voices, acting and
dancing that rivaled professional qual-
ity.

The show opens backstage of Ford’s
Theater in Baltimore as the cast sings
“Another Op’nin’, Another Show.” The
troupe has traveled from one town to
the next with a production of
Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew,
and although the setting is June 1948,
the plot sounds like a modern-day Hol-
lywood soap opera.

A play-within-a-play, two main story
lines intertwine. Producer/actor Fred
Graham (Peter Surace), who plays
Petruchio in the traveling version of
Shrew, hires his former wife Lilli Vanessi
(Catalina Gaglioti) to take the lead role
of Katharine.

Although they have been divorced
for a year and are dating other people,
Fred and Lilli’s passionate torch for
each other burns dangerously close to
the surface. This causes jealousy, sus-
picion and tension both on stage and off
when Fred flirts with cast member Lois
Lane (Sarah Szollar) and Lilli talks
lovingly on the phone to her fiancé, the
straight-laced General Harrison Howell
(Adam Ziering).

The secondary plotline involves Lois,
playing Kate’s sister Bianca in Shrew,
and her love interest Bill Calhoun (Chris
Morrissey) who plays Lucentio. When
Bill fraudulently signs his boss Fred
Graham’s name to a $10,000 IOU for
gambling, two gangster types, First Man
(Bobby O’Rourke) and Second Man
(Justin Rosin), come to Fred’s dressing
room to collect on it.

Cleverly, Fred uses the power of the
men and their guns to his advantage so
that not only is he safe, but the show can
go on.

The acting and singing in this WHS
production are spectacular. As Kate,
Catalina’s classically trained voice
thrills in the song “I Hate Men,” in
which she correctly mixes chest and

head voice for a consistent tone from
top to bottom of the song. It is no
surprise to see in the playbill that she
won the 2008 National Teen Idol title
and is working on a CD. Only a high
school sophomore, this incredibly gifted
girl’s rendition of “So in Love” and
“Wunderbar” were superb.

Matching Catalina’s vocal and act-
ing talent is sophomore Peter Surace as
Fred. The son of one of Westfield’s
long-time kindergarten teachers, the
talented teen’s credits include appear-
ances at the Paper Mill Playhouse, State
Theater and Carnegie Hall. Peter’s rich,
vibrant tones soared in “So in Love”
and “Were Thine that Special Face.”
With a swagger and stance that could
rival swashbucklers of yesteryear, he
showed confidence and comfort in
“Where is the Life That Late I Led?”

The supporting roles of Lois and Bill
were well cast. Sarah Szollar sizzled in
“Why Can’t You Behave?” a lament
that showcased her lush lower range. At
first, the audience felt sorry for this
innocent-faced beauty until they learned
that she was two-timing Bill with pro-
ducer Fred and had a liaison with Kate’s
fiancé, the general.

Sarah’s adorable version of “Tom,
Dick or Harry” was nicely staged. Later,
she served up a sexy “Always True to
You,” in pure Cole Porter fashion. Chris
Morrissey, as the bad boy Bill, had his
own moments to shine in the songs,
“Bianca” and “Why Can’t You Be-
have?”

Supporting the luxurious singing was
an orchestra that boasted 24 WHS stu-
dents and eight professional musicians.
Under the capable direction of Kenneth
Horn, the orchestra provided a com-
fortable musical magic carpet for the
young singers.

Featured dancer Paul (Dan Berman)
lights up the stage in “Too Darn Hot” in
the second act opener. He and the other
dancing ensemble members did chore-
ographer Samantha Hahn proud in de-
livering her energetic, athletic and am-
bitious dance number.
Standouts in the cast were many. Senior
Dara Silverman, whose role as Ralph
the Stage Manager, proves that there
are no small roles. The hilarious two

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
WEDDED BLISS...While a long-suffering father-of-the-bride (played by Garrett
Verdone) and wedding guests look on, Katharine (Catalina Gaglioti) submits and
marries Petruchio (Peter Surace) in the Taming of the Shrew portion of Kiss Me
Kate, Westfield High School’s musical production.
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