
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 19, 2009 Page 19

NJWA Conducts Auditions
For Young Musicians

CHAMBER MUSIC…Brent Geyer
will conduct the Chamber Music Work-
shop this summer at the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.

WESTFIELD – On two Sundays,
March 22 and 29, the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) will conduct
auditions, for students in grades 5
through 12, for ac-
ceptance into a
prestigious summer
camp for talented
young musicians.

The auditions
will be held at the
NJWA studios at
150-152 East
Broad Street in
Westfield, from 1 to
4 p.m. The audition
will include solo,
scales and sight-
reading.

The Chamber
Music Workshop
will take place at
the NJWA studios
from 9 a.m. until 3
p.m. daily, from
June 29 until July
3. Instruments to be
studied include the
violin, viola, cello
and string bass.

The curriculum
includes the study
of theory/rhythm,
mastering techniques, solfeggio/sight
reading, chamber ensembles, audition
preparation, solo performance and daily
performance/master class.

Brent Geyer, a teacher within the

Westfield school system and a mem-
ber of the NJWA Music Studio staff,
will coordinate the Chamber Music
Workshop. Mr. Geyer, graduate of

West Chester Uni-
versity, holds a
Bachelor of Mu-
sic degree in Edu-
cation and in Pi-
ano Performance.
He previously
taught piano at the
Friedlander Piano
Studio in West
Chester, Pa. and
has extensive per-
formance and en-
semble experi-
ence.

The recipient of
nearly two-dozen
awards and schol-
arships, Mr. Geyer
is a member of the
New Jersey Music
Education Asso-
ciation and the
MENC: National
Association for
Music Education.
He was recently
named the direc-
tor of the All-City

Orchestra.
Tuition for the workshop is $375.

To arrange for an audition, call the
NJWA at (908) 789-9696 or visit the
NJWA studios.

Peppito’s Exhibition Opens
March 13 At UCC Gallery

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT…Butteryfly Two is part of a series of small sculp-
tures of insects and butterflies. This sculpture is a combination of a blond doll
head, an acorn, a floating hamburger watch face, a gold-flecked blue bead, orange
glass swirls, an army man and a ninja. It has sewn, embroidered and beaded wings
and a body painted with houses and a bee.

CRANFORD – From March 13
through April 18, a mixed media and
sculpture exhibition by artist Julie
Peppito will be on display in the
Tomasulo Gallery at Union County
College’s Cranford campus.

The exhibition will be comprised of
a range of the media that she uses and
will include an installation, small sculp-
tures and works on paper, panel and
canvas.

Bugs, flowers, trees, monsters, con-
sumerism, luxury and trash are all re-
curring themes in Ms. Peppito’s work.

She sees potential in every scrap of
paper, bottle top or pebble and com-
bines these things into fantasy-world
narratives either on panel, paper or by
wrapping them together into three-di-
mensional forms.

Ms. Peppito will be exhibiting “Try-
ing Not to Die,” a mixed-media instal-
lation that explores the idea that people
often buy clothes and other items as a
substitute for the connections to nature
and to each other for which we long.

To make this installation, she laid out
a pair of black pants and a black sweater

flat on the floor in a way that seems to
reference the chalk outline of a murder
victim. She then sewed the trunk of a
tree emerging from the center of the
silhouette in the same black fabric.

The trunk merges with branches con-
structed of old toys, compacted soda
cans, miscellaneous fabric scraps, gum
ball machine plastic balls, insects and
twigs that spread out and reach to the
ceiling.

Layers of detailed items, sewn scraps
of paper and dense areas of dotted
fabric paint are interspersed through-
out the piece.

The opening reception for this exhi-
bition will be held on Friday, March 13,
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Tomasulo Gal-
lery, located on the first floor of MacKay
Library on the college’s Cranford cam-
pus, located at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Mondays through Thursdays and from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. Evening
hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays
through Thursdays. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 709-7155.

Individuals Over 60 May
Enter Senior Art Show

COUNTY – Artists who are 60 years
of age or older and reside in Union
County are invited to exhibit an origi-
nal work of art – completed within the
last three years – in the annual Union
County Senior Art Show. Entrants may
be either amateur/non-professional or
professional in status.

The Union County Senior Art Show,
which starts with an opening recep-
tion, is held from mid-June to mid-
July at the spacious enclosed atrium
of the Elizabethtown Gas Company,
located at 1085 Morris Avenue in the
Township of Union.

Any person who meets at least two of
the following criteria is considered a
professional: sold the type of art en-
tered in the exhibition through com-
mercial channels, exhibited in a profes-
sional gallery and held professional
membership in a guild or association.

The following are the categories of
eligible work: oil, acrylic, watercolor
(includes gouache), pastel (including
chalk, charcoal and oil pastel), print
(such as etching, engraving, lithograph,
woodcut, monoprint, monotype,
silkscreen, etc.), drawing (including
pencil, pen, ink, graphite, and mark-
ers), mixed media (combines two or
more media, no one of which clearly
predominates; includes collage and as-
semblage), sculpture (designed in three-
dimensions, carved or constructed in
any medium, abstract or figurative,
painted or unpainted), craft (one-of-a-
kind creations only, no craft kits or
molds), computer imagery (artwork
created by computer only, using a pixel-

based painting or graphics program such
as Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator
or Corel Painter) and photography.

Please note: photos taken by digital
camera, digitally altered photos, and
images made using a scanner must be
entered in the Photography category.

New guidelines require that hanging
artwork, craft and photos must be no
more than 36 inches and no less than 11
inches in height and width, including
matting and outside-edge frame dimen-
sion.

Standing sculptures or 3-D crafts
may not exceed 18 inches in height,
width or depth, including the base. All
works must be properly labeled and
delivered “show-ready” with screw eyes
ready for hanging. Where necessary,
pictures must be protected with glass,
Plexiglas, Mylar or other clear mate-
rial. Plexiglas is strongly recommended
on pieces over 24.”

Three professional artists will judge
the entries. Awards will go to first,
second, third place and honorable men-
tion winners in each category. First
place winners in all categories go on to
compete in September at the New Jer-
sey State Senior Art Show, which will
take place at the Meadow Lakes retire-
ment community in East Windsor.

For an application, call the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs at (908) 558-2550, fax names
and addresses to (908) 352-3513 or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay us-
ers can dial 711. Applications must be
returned via mail, e-mail or fax by
Monday, May 25.

Arts Guild of Rahway
Offers Spring Classes

RAHWAY – Registration is now
open for spring kids, teens and adult
art classes at The Arts Guild of
Rahway. To register, call (732) 381-
7511, e-mail
artsguild1670@verizon.net or visit
rahwayartsguild.org. Classes begin
the week of March 30.

Children’s’ classes include Kid’s
Drawing and Art with the Masters, a
class that introduces young artists to
examples from the history of great art
from around the world.

Children’s classes run for an hour
and a half in the afternoon after school
hours.

Teen classes include Teen Drawing
(Beginner to Advanced) and Japa-
nese Anime/Manga Style Cartooning,
which is focused on the Japanese
cartoon style of current favorite ani-
mators. Teen classes also run for an
hour and a half in the afternoon after
school hours.

Daytime adult classes include
Acrylic Painting, Oil Painting, Wa-
tercolor and Drawing. Adult classes
run for two-and-a-half hours in the

morning. All classes run for eight
weeks. Fees for each class vary and
students are responsible for materi-
als. A materials list will be distributed
upon registration.

Evening adult classes include
Drawing, Watercolor, Painting with
Oils, Acrylic Painting, Beginner
Stained Glass, Intermediate/Ad-
vanced Stained Glass and Mixed
Media.

Many of the adult classes are suit-
able for children 12 years and older.
Children’s classes are geared for chil-
dren between the ages of 7 and 14. All
classes run for eight weeks. Fees for
each class vary, and students are re-
sponsible for materials. A materials
list will be distributed upon registra-
tion.

For more information, visit
rahwayartsguild.org to view our print-
able online catalog for complete
course descriptions, class schedules
and class fees.

The Arts Guild of Rahway is lo-
cated at 1670 Irving Street in the
downtown Arts District.

Burgdorff’s Lee Corcoran
To Chair May Home Tour

Lee Corcoran
Chair, Westfield Tour of Notable Homes

WESTFIELD – A Victorian home
circa 1880, an historic Norman manor
house and a sophisticated 21st Century
condominium are just three examples
of the homes to be featured on the 26th
Annual Tour of Notable Homes on
May 16 presented by the Friends of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, accord-
ing to Lee Corcoran, who was recently
named chairman of
the event.

Shuang Guo-
Wroe, president of
The Friends group,
said, “The tour is a
much-anticipated
local tradition
where owners of
some of Westfield’s
finest homes gener-
ously throw open
their doors to the
public to benefit the
orchestra. Mrs.
Corcoran enjoys
both the experience
and professional
expertise necessary
to produce a truly
outstanding tour.”

Along with her
husband, Barry,
who was reared here, Mrs. Corcoran is
a longtime resident of the town. The
couple is actively involved in commu-
nity life, especially charitable organi-
zations.

She is a 1982 original member of the
Friends of the WSO and was its home
tour chair three times previously. Mrs.
Corcoran is a realtor and has been
affiliated with Burgdorff Realtors’
Westfield Office for 23 years. Her
daughter, Christine Bailey, also a mem-

ber of the Friends, is a home tour com-
mittee member again this year.

Mrs. Corcoran said, “Westfield has a
diverse selection of residences with
rich history, outstanding architecture
and stylish décor that should be seen
‘up close’ to be fully appreciated.”

She promised that the tour will offer
something for everyone this year, in-

cluding an educa-
tional experience
regarding the tech-
niques of “home
staging,” a musical
interlude, raffle and
r e f r e s h m e n t s
served in the gar-
den of one of the
homes.

Mrs. Corcoran
describesd the Tour
of Notable Homes
as a fundraising ini-
tiative that is criti-
cal a fund source of
revenue for the
WSO. Profits from
ticket sales cover
only about a third
of the annual bud-
get.

She said, “The
Friends feel that the orchestra is a com-
munity treasure adding to the quality of
life in the area. It is our specific mission
to aid the orchestra through our many
social, fundraising and outreach pro-
grams.”

Tickets for the 2009 Tour of Notable
Homes are $25 in advance and $30 on
the day of the tour and will be available
in April. For further information about
the Tour of Notable Homes or Friends
of the WSO, call (908) 232-9400.

Terrill School Unveils
Cast of Characters

CHARACTER PORTRAYAL…Emma Strong, left, and Perri Fleischman pre-
pare for Terrill Middle School’s improvisational presentation of Cast of Charac-
ters on Monday, March 23, at 7:30 p.m.

SCOTCH PLANS – Rehearsals and
preparations are underway for Terrill
Middle School’s original, café the-
atre production of Cast of Charac-
ters, conceived, produced and directed
by Gwyn English Nielsen, teacher of
language arts at the school.

Terrill’ s dramatic society, Actor’s
Workshop, composed of some 25 stu-
dents from grades 5 to 8, will be
performing in the piece, which is an
hour-long improvisational comedy.
Each student actor has selected a fa-
miliar character, either a celebrity or
fictional representation, and will be-
come him or her in a series of student-
composed vignettes.

A mistress of ceremonies, Andrea
Moore (grade 8), will instruct mem-
bers of the audience to choose names
of characters and situations from two
different hats, and the actors, who
will be frozen in poses as manne-
quins in different areas of the cafete-
ria, will come to life and spontane-
ously perform the scenes.

Voluntary members of the audi-
ence may also be selected to join in
the unrehearsed fun. The talented stu-
dent actors featured in the production
are Tori Sciara, Chris Debelak, Nick
Giardello, Liz Kaminoff, Becky
Mehorter, Matthew Shuman, grade
5; Morgan Chemidlin, Olivia
Dalessandro, Samantha McCallion,
Sara Sikora, Orian Sneor, grade 6;
Sal Bhakuni, Amber Chabus,
Catherine Coughian, A.J. Davis, Perri
Fleischman, Eliza Going, Sara
Lombardi, Justin Nakashian, Nick
Patel, Samantha Tropper, Emma

Strong, grade 7; Brynne Bartinomo,
Mehak Chawla, and Jillian Gonzales,
grade 8.

There will be four, in-school as-
semblies on March 20 and 23 in addi-
tion to one evening performance on
Monday evening, March 23, at 7:30
p.m. in the cafeteria of Terrill Middle
School, Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Although the evening performance
is free of charge, donations will be
accepted to benefit the Gail Williams
Scholarship Fund. The general pub-
lic is cordially invited to attend.

For further information, contact
Terrill Middle School.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Finally, someone’s gotten this
comic book-to-film thing right, or at
least as right as the transport of differ-
ent mediums, philosophies and the
very definition of art itself will allow.
Watchmen, Zack Snyder’s adaptation
of Alan Moore’s literarily acclaimed
graphic novel, is the pop culture
equivalent of Yin and Yang merging
with E=MC2.

Too bad Confucius and Einstein
didn’t live to see it. Aw, just a left-
handed jab at the notion of smug-
ness usually attending these
highfalutin comic books. Fact is, up
until now most of this stuff was as
indistinguishable as the silent dog
whistle. One wonders if cultish
devotees will feel diminished with
the welcoming of this breakthrough
piece.

Not that the tale of an alternate
America, circa 1985, where superhe-
roes walk among regular folk, ap-
proaches mainstream manna. But its
intelligence, creativity and boldness
are undeniable. Indeed, the presump-
tion and sweeping statement on occa-
sion ring naïve. But once the weird-
ness spools up and gets its act to-
gether, one is sure to be wowed.

We get a great inkling of it with the
fabulous opening credits, a kaleido-
scopic, historical survey of the lore
surrounding the Watchmen. Flash-
backs and a whirling, lazy Susan se-
lection of watershed events lay the
groundwork for the screenplay co-
written by David Hayter and Alex
Tse. Enticing yet obscure, such is the
film’s double-edged sword.

Trust that all gets resolved, or at
least explained, before closing cred-
its roll. However, once sucked into
the black hole of things Watchmen,
there are moments that can be sheer
agony. Novices will bemoan being
strangers in a strange land; whereas
fans upset by director Snyder’s nec-
essary shortcuts will doubtless ques-
tion the filmmaker’s loyalty.

The narrative style is film noir, told
in fatalistic tones by Rorschach/
Walter Kovacs (Jackie Earle Haley),
a superhero currently not on the
government’s approved list. We don’t
know why being a superhero is out-
lawed, and why some receive dispen-
sation. Just suffice it to note it’s 1985,
Richard Nixon is still President, and
we won in Vietnam.

Serving for the most part as our
tour guide, perceptibly dangerous if
not entirely off the hook, Rorschach
is on a mission. Fellow crime fighter
The Comedian/Edward Blake (Jef-
frey Dean Morgan) has met his un-
timely demise at movie’s outset, and
our boy wants to know why. Of course,
the powers that be will have some-
thing to say about that.

The murder mystery then is essen-

tially a road trip through the cata-
combs of superhero relations – among
themselves and with the Feds. There’s
even a pretty good love story –the
triangle kind –featuring Laurie Jupi-
ter/Silk Spectre II (Malin Akerman),
Dan Dreiberg/Nite Owl II (Patrick
Wilson) and Dr. Manhattan/Jon
Osterman (Billy Crudup).

How all this is connected to a
nuclear crisis and what it has to do
with the panoply of superheroes is
way too complicated to dissect here.
The details are tightly woven within
multifarious pods of subtext, unrav-
eled at the author’s whim. The result
is a wild roller coaster ride that carves
its own tracks, its path seemingly a
big question mark.

Along the route, which takes us
back to 1940, down to Antarctica and
up to Dr. Manhattan’s favorite get-
away spot on Mars, there is action
aplenty. Concurrently, the Dooms-
day Clock informs how long the Earth
has before it is annihilated, a hyper-
bolic nod to the Cold War mindset
that influences much of the work.

Dazzling art direction, wherein CGI
technology is used to augment rather
than substitute for traditional movie
magic, makes for a fine melding of
live action and comic book sensibili-
ties. It allows an examination of each
player’s special powers. Better get
your scorecard. The properties and
characteristics could daunt Arthur C.
Clarke himself.

As a college seminar in Moore’s
Watchmen franchise might suggest,
there is profound inconsistency at
practically every interstice and
juncture…to be kind, a relativity of
thought. At some points the perspec-
tive is downright subversive. Next it
seems garden variety liberal. Then
again, perhaps it’s reactionary. Or,
maybe it’s just a lot of nuttiness.

Crazy like a fox is more like it.
While there is ostensibly nothing com-
pletely original in his writing, the
energetic, intricate thesis about su-
perheroes having their human foibles
dusts off a great old form. After all, it
has been a while since we’ve pon-
dered the day-to-day troubles and
turmoil of the Olympian Gods and
just how they might relate to us.

To boot, it’s smart, entertainingly
nasty, R-rated bawdy and precari-
ously on the fringe while, alas, still
optimistic. Making classical antihe-
roes of superheroes, putting a reality
into why someone might perilously
steal out into the night to render the
world a better place, pleases our moral
gyroscope. All of which makes Watch-
men worth a look-see.

* * *
Watchmen, rated R, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by
Zack Snyder and stars Malin
Akerman, Billy Crudup and Patrick
Wilson. Running time: 163 minutes.

Watchmen:
Alternate Entertainment

gangsters may not have names in this
script, but Bobby O’Rourke and Jus-
tin Rosin sealed their own fame in
their song, “Brush up Your
Shakespeare.” The staged encores will
be long remembered because of the
boys’ comic timing, ease of move-
ment and acting ability.

The Shakespearean set of the church
square in Padua, designed and pro-
duced by Roy Chambers, looked like
Italy right down to the red tile roofs
and ivy and sunflower-covered walls.

The wedding scene’s spectacular
conclusion—with ensemble in stately
cream outfits and the bride and groom
in gold trimmed crimson—proved
that Shakespeare was right, even af-
ter fits and drama, “All’s well that
ends well.”
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Kiss Me, Kate

Trailside Hosts Generations
Of Jazz Music Performance
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
is offering an evening of music, entitled
“Generations of Jazz,” for adults, 18
years of age and older, on Friday, March
20, from 8 to 10 p.m. at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside.

“Enjoy a lively jazz concert and com-
mentary on the history of jazz in a
perfect setting,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “Trailside

again opens its doors for adults to share
an entertaining and educational evening
with friends.”

The Blue Skies Band will lead the
audience through the history of jazz
music, from the early days of slavery
and the “field shout” to modern times,
including gospel music, Dixieland,
swing, bebop and modal jazz.

Accomplished vocalist Pam Purvis
will be accompanied by piano, horn,
bass and drums. The role of each
instrument and singing style is explained
and demonstrated. The audience will
experience an evening of jazz music
while appreciating its development as
an American art form.

The fee for the program is $15 per
person for residents of Union County
and $20 for out-of-county participants.
Pre-registration is preferred, but walk-
ins are welcome. The doors will open at
7:45 p.m., and the show begins at 8 p.m.
Light refreshments will be served.

For additional information, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center is
located at 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
APRIL 2, 2009, at 7:30 pm, in the Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing in the first floor Council
Chambers to consider the following ap-
peal:

Gary Pastore, for a Temporary Operat-
ing Permit to allow for a home-based busi-
ness at 564 Pine Street, Block 3301, Lot
31 allowing the Applicant to purchase,
modify and secure prop weaponry for film
and television use. No weapons will be
stored on the premises. The application is
in violation of the following section of the
Scotch Plains Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.8, prohibits the operation
of any business in any residential zone.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-288
amending (Resolution No. 2008-999)
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick,

Cole and Wisler, LLP, Teaneck, New
Jersey

SERVICE: special counsel in the matter
entitled County of Union v. FAA

COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000
for a new contract amount not to exceed
$120,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-284
AWARDED TO: Forensic Pathology

Services, Ltd., Titusville, New Jersey
SERVICE: to perform autopsies and

external examinations on weekends and/
or while the medical examiner is on vaca-
tion or on sick leave

PERIOD: March 1, 2009- February 28,
2010

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $22.95


