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Blue Devil Boy Cagers Won 3 of Last 4 Games
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FERRARA WON DISTRICT CROWN, 100TH CAREER WIN

Difficult Schedule, Vacancies
Haunted Raider Wrestlers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inability to fill all the weight classes
and unfortunate injuries to key var-
sity competitors resulted in a 7-19
record for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling that had en-
joyed winning five District 11 titles
in the past seven years prior to this
season.

“Getting all those independent
matches and knowing over the years
that we have been top dogs in the
conference up until this year has been
really difficult,” Head Coach John
Scholz said. “Wrestling up, I think
we saw three or four top-20 teams
this year but it’s to our advantage to
wrestle that way.”

The Raiders, who had three key
matmen out of the lineup most of the
season, including two district champs,
and had no 103-pounder and no true
215-lb or heavyweight never got the
chance to get rolling and had to con-
centrate on getting the most out of
their more experienced wrestlers.

“We gave up a lot of bonus points.
We were going into the matches 30, 32
points behind and trying to come back.
I give the kids a lot of credit. They
never gave up,” coach Scholz said.

At the top of the list was senior

Mike Ferrara, a four-year varsity man,
who finished his high school career
with a 101-42 record to become the
fifth Raider since 2004 to garner as

many wins. Ferrara finished his sea-
son at 33-5 and his 100th win came at
the right time, in the 152-lb District

Junior center Pat Sabitino averaged
nine ppg with 199 points and led the
team in rebounds with 138 and sopho-
more Ryan Hess came on strong in
the second half of the season to finish
with 180 points.

Junior Jared Rogers, “was a real
fighter, a point guard who controlled
the tempo. He had the hardest job of
getting the ball to the offense. Jared
was a very smart, heady guy,” Everly
said.

Junior Hugo Nolasco contributed
fine defensive skills and is expected to
take on more responsibilities next year.

We insure all drivers

“He played really good defense.
Next year, he will be a defensive stop-
per. He progressed as the year went on.
Offensively, he shot 62 percent from
the floor. He was good at taking the
ball to the basket,” said Everly.

The loss of athletic junior Pat Gray
also affected the team’s shooting, re-
bounding and rotation of players.

“Perimeter shooting hurt us a lot
and the loss of Pat Gray. He’s a good
athlete. Not having him really hurt.
That made everybody shift down a
spot. Tony and Pat Sabitino had to
play a lot of minutes and it took its

toll,” said coach Everly, who added.
“To some younger kids, losing this
year motivated them to work hard in
the off-season. With schedule
changes, it will get harder but I think
they are up for it.”

Looking to next year, another prom-
ising player should be sophomore
Joe Kasmarski, who, according to
Everly, “is a good scorer and gym rat.
He shoots 100 shots each day and
works out in the weight room.”

“I like our energy, dedication and I
think good things are going to happen
next year,” Everly concluded.

your big bodies. There was a stretch
when he got his third and fourth foul,
they made a run right after that. It’s a
big loss when one of your backbones
is on the bench during crunch time.
It’s unfortunate but, sometimes, you
got to play through it,” said coach
Martinez.

Maroney answered with a pair of
jumpers to give the Raiders a 44-40
lead with 5:19 remaining but the bur-
den of missing a big man soon took its
toll and Shabazz zoomed to a 15-4
run to pull ahead for good.

“Even though it’s a tough loss and
there’s a lot of emotions going on in

the locker room, we can’t forget what
kind of a season we had. A lot of
people didn’t expect much of us this
year with all the graduation losses
that we had. For us to almost not
even make the states, having to go on
the road in the states and beating
some of the teams that we did is a
testament to the will and the pride of
these kids,” coach Martinez said.
“This being my first year, I couldn’t
expect having a group of kids I could
be more proud of. This is a group
that went through every up and ev-
ery down through the entire season.
They fought the entire way and we
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lost to a very good team today.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 16 14   8 10 48
MX Shabazz 11   9 11 24 55

Bulldogs Creep Past Raiders for Hoops Title, 55-48
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THREE MULTI-SPORT ATHLETES…Senior Tri-Captains Mike Lessner, left, Tony DiIorio and Chris Sheehan
were multi-sport athletes, who helped the Blue Devil basketball team win three of it final four games.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING ON STRONG AT THE DISTRICTS…Raider senior Wesley Morrison, left, wrestled his best bouts in the District
11 Tournament to place second at 130-lbs.
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SPLIT CUSTOM CAPE COLONIAL

NEW CONSTRUCTION

THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

SPLIT

$529,900 $624,999 $739,000

$999,000

$2,795,000

$599,000

Freshly painted and updated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split Level home that features a ground
level Family Room, bedroom and powder room. Master Bedroom suite, CAC, updated
baths, rear deck, 2 car oversized attached garage. Situated on a beautiful professionally
landscaped corner lot in the center of Mountainside. MLS # 2658887

This completely renovated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath expanded Cape boasts all the comforts of
country charm with a convenient location to parks, schools and NYC transportation.
Nestled in a park-like setting, this pristine inviting home is in move-in condition with great
attention to detail. All amenities are beginning with a beautiful kitchen with maple
cabinets, center island, stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors, a finished basement with
a powder room, inviting porch and deck, insulated 2 car detached garage and much more.
MLS # 2661575

An ideal location is just the beginning of what makes this grand and elegant home so perfect.
Within easy access of town and schools, this beautifully presented 6 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
Colonial has a gracious floor plan with a large open Living Room with a fireplace,
entertainment-sized Formal Dining Room, first floor Family Room and updated Eat-In-
Kitchen. The second floor offers four Bedrooms. The finished Basement with Powder Room
and the third floor Bedrooms and full Bath expand the living space. Modern amenities include
a newer roof, newer furnace, gleaming hardwood floors and recent interior and exterior
painting. A private yard and 2 car garage just adds to the appeal. Architectural elegance and
charm make this an exceptional opportunity to own a fabulous home. MLS # 2612870

Exquisite New Construction in the Wilson School District. Beautifully appointed 4
bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial. Gourmet kitchen/family room combination with granite
counters, top of the line amenities, gas fireplace. Formal dining room and 1/2 bath complete
the lower level. Second level features beautiful master bedroom suite. Master bath includes
granite counter, jacuzzi tub, 3 bedroom and additional full bath complete the second floor.
Easily finishable walk up attic and basement fill out this 2950 sq ft gem. Large lot features
mahogany front porch and back deck. MLS # 2656176

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities &
an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious
19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-
in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

Mint-condition 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath home in a superb location on a cul-de-sac street,
completely renovated by owner/contractor. Updated Eat-In-Kitchen with cherry cabinets
and granite counters, newer baths, Master suite, Princess suite, finished basement, Family
Room with wet bar, hardwood floors, newer roof and thermal windows, freshly painted.
Large, level lot with tumbled stone paver patio. One block to NYC bus. A true move-in
condition home. MLS # 2659958

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


