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By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most Memorable Moments
No. 5: March 18, 1972

(Note: This is the second in a six-
part series of the Most Memorable
Moments of WHS sports history that
the author has personally attended.)

The WHS boys basketball team
opened the 1961-62 season with a
school-record 16 straight wins before
losing 63-60 to Cranford. After a
couple more wins, the Blue Devils
were shocked by Gov. Livingston 56-
40 in the opening round of the Union
County Tournament.

Then they got on a roll in the state
tournament.

Led by sharp-shooting Dicky
Myers and big man Bob King, WHS
knocked off Linden 54-48, Union 55-
47 and then Trenton 59-55 in the
Central Jersey Group 4 final at
Rutgers’ Barn. (WHS didn’t move to
North Section 2 until 1970-71.) It
didn’t get any easier in the state semis,
where perennial power Camden fi-
nally fell 62-59 down at the Camden
Convention Hall. The magic ended in
the state Group 4 final when Chris
Pervall-led Newark Weequahic took
the title 55-52 down in the old
Haddonfield Arena.

By 1962, outstanding basketball
teams had become expected at WHS.
In 1954 the Devils were 14-8, then
16-6, and 17-5 in 1957. The 1959
team captured its first county title –
with big guys Bob Haines, Ray Bailey
and Tom Gilson, plus guards Jerry
Dick and all-stater Kenny Hite – and
finished 24-3, losing in the sectional
final to Weequahic.

The ’63 team went 21-3 and won
another county title, as did the ’65
squad. There were some up-and-down
years, but Joe Coleman’s 1971 squad
went 13-10 before he left to coach
SP-F. In from Ridge High School
came Neil Horne, and he inherited a
basically junior varsity team, with
Tom Pfeiffer and Steve Reddy the
only ’71 players returning with sig-
nificant minutes, although Steve Lee
and Larry Simmons did earn letters.
But coach Ed Tirone’s ’71 jayvee
team went 18-4 (three of those losses
were to SP-F, including the UCT
jayvee final) with Tim Goski, Scott
Novacek, Mike Cooney, Bobby Jester,
Mark Jackson, Greg Allen, Moose
Phillips, Dave Krinzman and Barry
Kaufman.

The 1971-72 season was going to
be interesting, for sure. You had Horne,
an old-school disciplinarian kind of

coach who abhorred turnovers and
forced shots, preferring a patient,
screen-down attack, and was heavy
on the defensive end of the court. The
most talented guy on the team was
Goski, but he was definitely from the
run-and-gun school, comparable to
LSU superstar Pete Maravich, with
the long wavy hair and penchant for
long-range shots. The difference be-
ing that Maravich was coached by his
dad, and Goski was not. It made for
some interesting drama during the
season, shall we say.

The Old Towne was literally burst-
ing at the seams with basketball tal-
ent in those days, as talented guys
like John Havas, Neil Glenn, Craig
Johnson, Steve Tebbetts, Kevin
Hynes, Lou Case, Neil Chamberlain,
Al Deombeleg, Pete Hugger and oth-
ers were not on the varsity, for one
reason or another. But Horne had
known great success at Ridge, and it
didn’t take long to get (most of) his
players to buy into his system.

The best games of the regular sea-
son included an overtime win over
Colonia, one-point victories over
Roselle Catholic and Thomas
Jefferson, and, as always, the games
with SP-F. Although the Raiders no
longer had great players like Randy
Hughes, Jim McDede and Frank
Zelesnik, the matchup of Goski
against Ray Schnitzer was always
worth the price of admission.

WHS was 15-0 and ranked No. 2 in
the state, behind Ewing, when
Cranford halted the win streak on
Feb. 4 with an 82-78 victory. Guards
Richie Mazzella and Norm Hobbie
combined for 45 points, and forward
Chuck Pryor added 23. Novacek had
27 for WHS, Two weeks earlier, WHS
had beaten Cranford 67-27 two weeks
earlier, with Mazzella, Hobbie and
Pryor combining for 18 points. Two
weeks later, Linden shocked WHS
54-51 in the UCT semifinals. So WHS
brough t a 20-2 record into the state
tournament. Following an 88-43 romp
over Parsippany Hills, which had cur-
rent New York Daily News sports col-
umnist John Harper at guard, there
would be no more “breathers.” In the
rubber game with Cranford,
Novacek’s last-second basket allowed
WHS to squeeze out a 61-59 victory.

In the sectional final on March 11,
Thomas Jefferson was looking to
avenge that earlier one-point loss,

and darn near did before WHS ad-
vanced with a 52-50 win in front of
2,200 fans at Roselle Catholic. The
UCT champions led 38-34 entering
the final period and increased the
lead to 42-36 before an 11-2 run (six
by Novacek) gave WHS a 47-44 lead
with 1:51 left. Four clutch free throws
by Simmons, the team’s weakest foul
shooter, kept WHS on top 51-48 until
the final seconds. A basket by 6-foot-
8 Bruce Watson made it 51-50 and a
jump ball was called with six seconds
left. Simmons won the jump and
tapped it to Novacek, who was fouled
and added the final point. The Tee-
Jays finished 23-2, both losses to
WHS by a combined three points!

Three nights later it was
Hackensack in the Group 4 semifi-
nals before 3,500 at Princeton’s
Jadwin Gym. The Comets were a
longtime Bergen County power; back
in 1923 the ‘Sack had ended the 159-
game winning streak of Prof Blood’s
Passaic Wonder Five. Trailing 39-37
entering the final period, WHS ral-
lied for a 56-51 win behind Goski
(20) and Pfeiffer (17).

In the Group 4 final, the opponent
was Triton, a 15-year-old school lo-
cated in Runnemeade, Camden
County. The Mustangs came in with
a 24-2 record, riding a 24-game win-
ning streak and with a win over Tren-
ton in their semifinal. But the crowd
of 4,600 must have made Princeton’s
Jadwin Gym seem like Madison
Square Garden to the players, and
their play reflected it. Turnovers (57
total, 34 by WHS) and missed foul
shots (25) kept the score down, and
the tension up.

WHS led 27-13 at one point, but
needed a buzzer-beating shot by
Novacek in overtime to nail down the
44-42 victory. WHS managed only
five points in the fourth quarter, all by
Reddy, who was playing with an ankle
injured in the semifinals. The Mus-
tangs trailed 40-38 in the closing sec-
onds when Tom Dorsey stole the ball
and drove for the tying basket. Trying
for the block, Reddy fouled him. But
with 12 seconds left, Dorsey missed
the free throw and the game went into
overtime.

Novacek’s basket put WHS ahead,
but with 47 seconds left, Goski
dribbled the ball off his foot and out
of bounds, giving Triton another
chance. After three misses, Bill Pru-
dence finally scored and the game
was tied with 28 seconds left. WHS
held for a last shot but Goski’s jumper
was off to the left. Once again,
Novacek was Scotty on the spot, grab-
bing his 020th rebound and beating
the buzzer with the game-winner.

(On a comical side note, this may,
or may not, have also been the season
when WHS hosted a state tournament
game between, if memory serves me,
Phillipsburg Catholic and one of the
catholic schools from Elizabeth. The
game was only memorable because
WHS uber-fan Al Pfeiffer [WHS, ’38]
was kicked out of the gym by official
Bill Dioguardi. Gary Kehler and John
Lay had to try and keep from laugh-
ing as they escorted Al “out of the

gym” – and took him to an upstairs
training room where he could con-
tinue to watch the game, screaming at
Dioguardi’s calls without actually
being heard.)

THIS AND THAT
The WHS boys basketball team

finished with a 10-13 record, but was
10-5 against non-Top 20 teams. Tony
DiIorio led the team with 256 points,
giving him 655 for his career, No. 21
all-time, but the other four starters
each had at least 133 points – Pat
Sabatino (199), Ryan Hess (180),
Chris Sheehan (136) and Mike
Lessner (133).

The state champion WHS boys
swim finished 16-0 under coach Jeff
Knight. It was the 10th unbeaten sea-
son in the program’s storied 76-year
history. The others were in 1992 (17-
0 under Chris McGiffin), 1979 (11-0-
1, Perry Coultas), 1964 (12-0, Joe
Della Badia), 1963 (14-0, Walt
Clarkson), 1961 (12-0, Clarkson),
1960 (12-0, Joe Kursar), 1959 (12-0,
Kursar), 1958 (11-0, Kursar) and 1941
(8-0, Harold Shaterian).

Congratulations to coach Keri-Lyn
Billows and the WHS girls junior var-
sity basketball team, which won the
2009 Union County J.V. Tournament
with a 53-42 win over Summit to con-
clude a 15-4 season. The starters were
guards Amanda Markowski (25 points
in title game), Danielle Miller and Jess
Mondon, and forwards Gabbi Cerami
and Nicole Bilica. Liz Penczak, Char
Lorentzen, Krista Embrett and Sam
Costello came off the bench to con-
tribute to the victory.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Alexi Kuska (WHS, ’08), a fresh-

man at Richmond, won the Atlantic
10 1,650 championship with a life-
time best 16:52.91 and also swam a
4:56.12 in the 500 free.

Colin Sullivan (WHS ’07), a sopho-
more at Susquehanna, set school
records in the 100 (59.64) and 200
(2:10.81) breaststrokes at the Land-
mark Conference swimming cham-
pionships. He also swam a lifetime
best 2:04.95 in the 200 IM.

Katie Morgan (WHS ’07), a sopho-
more at the College of New Jersey,
was seeded eighth in the 100 breast-
stroke at this weekend’s Division 3
national championships in Minnesota.
She set CNJ records in the 100
(1:05.91) and 200 (2:21.07) breast-
stroke, and broke the Swarthmore pool
record in the 50 free with a 24.08.

Another WHS ’07 swimmer, P.J.
Harley, made his collegiate debut last
month in Penn State’s win over St.
Bonaventure. Swimming unofficially,
the sophomore went 4:44.46 in the
500 and 9:39.68 in the 1000, both of
which would have placed second in
the meet.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The Devil of the Week will return

on April 9, which also is the 200th
Devil’s Den.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

From the Archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

March 1998: Blue Devil junior Ron
Kashlak finished second among the
state’s scoring leaders in boys ice
hockey, firing in 64 goals and setting
up 32 assists for a total of 96 points.
Throughout the season, Kashlak was
on top of the list until he was edged by
Adam Dilly of Mendham in the final
week.

March 1999: Raider senior Blair
Woodward has been selected to the
Star-Ledger Second Team All-State
Boys Winter Track for his efforts in
the high jump. Woodward has cleared
6’10”.

March 2000: Blue Devil freshmen
Chris Marotta and Matt Rothstein were
selected to The Star-Ledger All-Union
County Boys Bowling Second Team
and Third Team, respectively. Three
local athletes were selected to The
Star-Ledger All-Union County Boys
Indoor Track Team. Westfield distance
runner Matt Borchin was named to the
second team for his efforts in the 3,200-
meters. Raiders Nathan Jones and
Darrion Aberdeen were named to the
third team in the 55-meters and high
jump, respectively.

March 16, 2003: Raider junior
Derek Francavilla placed fourth in
the NJSIAA state wrestling tourna-
ment held in Atlantic City. Francavilla
defeated Jack Decker of Seton Hall
Prep (the Region 3 champ), 6-3, then
he lost to C. J. Mays of Oakcrest for
third place.

March 2004: Blue Devil senior, Ryan
Bartholomew, has been named Union
County (UC) Swimmer of the Year in
boys swimming by The Star-Ledger.
He has won four-straight UC titles in
the 50-yard freestyle during his career.
The Blue Devils, who won their 20th
state title to set a Public School record,
were named UC Team of the Year.

Devil of the Week
Will Return
on April 9

UC Sr. Softball Seeks
Players for League

The Union County Senior Soft-
ball League seeks players for its
competitive slow pitch softball sea-
son in both the 50+ Division (birth
year of 1959 or earlier) and the 60+
Division (birth year of 1949 or ear-
lier). Each of our 18 teams play two
games per week, beginning in late
April and ending with playoffs in
August. If interested, please call
UCSSL at (908) 232-0477.

The Westfield High School JV ice
hockey team ended its season by plac-
ing second to Summit in the Union
County Round Robin Tournament.

In Game 1, the Blue Devils lost a 1-
0, defensive battle to Summit.
Westfield goaltender TJ Grasso al-
lowed only nine shots on goal, and
defensive players Emma Foley and
Brandon Vassallo broke up several
scoring opportunities by Summit.

Westfield won its second game
against A.L. Johnson, 3-1. Dylan
Shepcaro flicked in two goals. Rohan
Saigol added a goal to put the game
away. Danny Wolf and Christine Pyo
controlled the puck to run out the clock.

In the fifth game on the card,
Westfield and Cranford skated to a 0-
0 tie. Despite several fast break scor-
ing opportunities by both teams, the

game remained scoreless. Travis
Przbylski and Shane Paulan deliv-
ered some hard checks to the Cou-
gars. In the following game against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Westfield
gave up a shorthanded goal with min-
utes remaining in a 1-0 loss. John
Dedea and Leo Tolias each had two
shots on goal.

Westfield avenged the loss to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the semifinals, 1-
0. The scoring drive started when
Vassallo delivered a hard check to a
Raider center as he came across the
red line. Foley recovered the loose
puck and sent an outlet pass to
Shepcaro, who sent the puck past the
Raider goalie for the score. Zach
Weissglass, and Jordon Seigal con-
tinued to play extremely well on both
ends of the ice.

Westfield JV Hockey Finishes
Second in UC Round Robin

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

NJAR 
Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2008

A Special 

Thank You ...
The ability to perform at your full
potential and exceed client goals in an
uncertain market is truly a valiant
accomplishment, and our NJAR®

Circle of Excellence Sales Award
winners did just that. I am proud to
lead a group of sales associates who see
challenge as an opportunity to excel
and service as an opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of others. 

Buyers and sellers alike benefited from
the knowledge, skill and dedication of
these top producers and it is with great
pleasure that I acknowledge their
achievements. 

Thank you for your commitment to
truly remarkable service and
exemplifying what it means to be a
professional Realtor. I greatly
appreciate you and your tremendous
contributions to our company and
industry.

Pat Hoferkamp 
President of Burgdorff ERA

WESTFIELD OFFICE

600 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065

For all your motgage needs call 
ERA Home Loans 1-888-421-3813

Owned and Operated By NRT LLC 
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Gold ____________________________

Silver ____________________________

Bronze __________________________

Elizabeth Bataille Carol Tener

Julie Manuel
Murphy

Cathy Splinter Joyce Taylor Anne Weber

Lois Berger Patricia Connolly Elaine Demyen Diane Kontra

Susan Massa Patricia “Pat”
Plante

Eulondia 
Resse-Turner

Anne 
Sank-Davis

Sharon Lies

Jill Skibinsky Beth Sullivan

David B. Corbin (Spring 1999 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDERS’ TOP HIGH JUMPER…Blair Woodward was named Second Team
All-State in Winter Track for his efforts in the high jump. Woodward has cleared
6’10” during winter track.

Patricia Marlinski
• Top Sales Month of February
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Patricia Marlinski
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Patricia in, and she’ll bring results!


