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MARONEY GRABS 11, SCORES 12; SOLOMON NETS 14

Bulldogs Creep Past Raiders
For Section Hoops Title, 55-48

HANDZA FINISHED 4TH IN ALL-TIME WHS SCORING

Lady Blue Devils Accomplished
Two of Three Goals in Hoops

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two of three goals were accom-
plished by this year’s Westfield High
School girls basketball team that fin-
ished with a 15-10 record. The accom-
plishments came by way of a Watchung
Conference (WC) National Division
title and a very competitive game with
North Hunterdon in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament.

The Blue Devils finished with a 7-
1 record in the WC, losing only once
to the Plainfield girls, who had two
losses in the division. The 45-40 loss
to North Hunterdon came right down
to the final seconds.

“We set three goals before the sea-
son. No. 1, defend the county champi-
onship! No. 2, win the conference and
No. 3, be competitive in the state tour-
nament. We accomplished two of them,”
Blue Devil Coach Joe Marino said.

Senior point guard/captain Tara
Handza, a four-year starter, sank 340

points this season to bring her career
total to 873 – fourth on the WHS all-
time list behind Erin Miller, Liz McKeon
and Chrissy Jeremiah. Handza was vi-
cious from 3-point range, hitting 32-
for-64 (50 percent). She also led the
team with 114 assists and 74 steals,
while grabbing 115 rebounds.

“She was an outstanding leader, very
coachable and did whatever was needed
to keep the team together. She was the
veteran of the team and she really turned
it on in that last game against North
Hunterdon,” said coach Marino.

Senior tri-captain Keri Pringle en-
dured a leg injury but managed to score
118 points (19-for-41 in 3-pointers)
and grab 95 rebounds. She also had 33
steals, 25 assists and seven blocks.

“Another veteran! She struggled
with a hurt leg but she was a warrior.
She was determined not to let the
team down,” coach Marino said.

Handza, listed in the Union County
(UC) top-five, and Pringle, listed in

the top-15, were selected to play in
the UC All-Star Game at Roselle
Catholic on March 30.

Senior tri-captain Charlotte
O’Leary saw limited time but played
a major role with the younger girls.
“She played a positive role. As cap-
tain, she put in quality time on the
floor and helped out the team,” said
coach Marino.

In her time on the floor, senior
Gabby Jakub scored 36 points, had
14 assists and pulled 18 rebounds.

Junior Diana Venezia scored 245
points, led the team with 174 re-
bounds and 22 blocked shots, and had
27 assists and 26 steals. Venezia, who
was the top rebounder with 201 her
freshman year, was injured her sopho-
more year.

“She came back strong and led the
team in rebounds. She demonstrated
leadership ability for the future,” said
coach Marino.
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Barely qualifying for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tourna-
ment by nipping Cardinal McCarrick,
62-61, on February 7, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team drew the last seed
and nearly ran the table until Malcolm
X. Shabazz came up with a 24-10,
fourth quarter run to claim a 55-48
victory and the championship in
Plainfield on March 10.

Senior forward Kevin Maroney,
who sank a pair of free throws in the
final seconds to give the Raiders the
win over Cardinal McCarrick,
grabbed 11 rebounds and sank 12
points against the 20-8 M.X. Bull-
dogs. Point guard Reggie Solomon (2
steals, 2 assists) pumped in 14 points
and center Ishmil Raymond pulled
six rebounds and scored seven points.

“Kevin has been playing extremely
well, especially during the state tour-
nament run. He had to adjust to the
position throughout the year but he
came into his own. Between him,
Reggie and Ishmil at the end, they
were playing like seniors, who didn’t
want their careers to end,” Raider
Head Coach Bennie Martinez said.

The first quarter began like it was
going to be a gala show of 3-pointers.
Bulldog Anthony Willis began the
show with a 3-pointer and Raider Tim
Bonacum quickly answered with a
pair of 3-pointers. After Bulldog Sahid
Williams tied the score with a 3-
pointer, both teams tightened their
defenses but the Raiders won the quar-
ter 16-11. Solomon hit seven of his
points in the second quarter, Maroney
sank four and Raymond buried a 3-
pointer to give the Raiders a 30-20

lead at the half.
The Raiders continued to roll with

an 8-5 run in the third quarter and
senior Shenick Alcine (4 rebounds)
came off the bench and rolled in a pair
of putbacks.

“That is one thing that Shenick has
brought off the bench for us this year.
A lot of energy and rebounding capa-
bilities! Sometimes it’s a bad matchup
because he’s a post guy and he’s only
6’1” but he’s very athletic and knows
how to use his body. Today going up
against 6’5”, 6’6” athletes, I thought
it may be a bad matchup but he came

in extremely well,” said coach
Martinez.

When starting forward Marcus
Green (3 points, 2 assists, blocked
shot) drew his third foul, the Bull-
dogs rolled in six unanswered points
to narrow the score to 38-31. Green
drew his fourth foul very early in the
fourth quarter and had to take a seat
for a while. The Bulldogs crept closer
to make the 40-37 with 6:58 on the
clock.

“It was tough, especially against a
big team like Shabazz, you need all
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 Westfield Living 
Open House Sunday MMarch 22 1 to 4  

   554 Highland Ave Westfield  

Offered @ $890,000 this is a rare opportunity to live in a premier 
neighborhood of Westfield called “The Gardens” , the setting for 
this timeless and stately Victorian Home.  
The walkway  from the wide street of Highland and among some of 
the most notable homes in Westfield leads you to a welcoming front 
porch screened for summer comfort ..This home provides 

  Sun lit Open Floor plan w/ high ceilings, Fireplace in Dining   

 Room ,Power Room & laundry on the 1st floor 

 Hugh Master Bedroom w many possibilities. 2 other generous           

               corner Bedroom Rooms & large bath on the 2nd floor 

    Third floor  Bedroom  w/expansion options   

 Den,Office,FamilyMaster suite area   

    Lovely 50 x 200 lot for your garden patio & sports  

          www.seetheproperty.com/45890 

 

      www.NJHomeshowcase.com 

         600 North Ave Westfield NJ 07090 908-233-0065     

call me @ 908-400-0778 

email smassa5207@aol.com 

susan@njhomeshowcase.com 

 

DiIORIO LED TEAM WITH 256 POINTS, 85 ‘D’ REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Boy Cagers Won
Three of Last Four Games

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing a rugged season, win-
ning three of its last four games, in-
cluding an impressive victory over
Watchung Hills on Senior Day, was
exactly what the Westfield High
School boys basketball team that fin-
ished 10-13 did. The Blue Devil boys
struggled through a brutal Watchung
Conference that featured four teams
that, at one time or another, were
ranked in the top-20.

“We lost to Linden by one. We lost
to Elizabeth by one basket with four
seconds to go. Union tied us with
seven seconds left to go to overtime.
All were top-20 teams at one point.
These were disappointing loses,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“We had two cancelled games out of
the conference that I thought we could
win. We had opportunities but weren’t
able to close them down. A few missed

passes and shots, one pass here, one
made foul shot, we make the states.”

The Blue Devils also found them-
selves on the short side of the height
scale. Senior tri-captain Tony DiIorio
had to play against much taller oppo-
nents throughout most of his varsity
career but this year he led the team in
scoring with 256 points (11.1 points
per game [ppg]) and pulled the most
defensive rebounds with 85. He fin-
ished with 126 rebounds.

“Tony did a great job playing out of
position his whole career. He’s only
6’1” and he had to play against 6’4”
or 6’5” guys,” noted coach Everly.

Senior tri-captain Chris Sheehan
led the team in assists with 87, grabbed
95 rebounds, had a 30 percent 3-point
average and totaled 136 points. Se-
nior tri-captain Mike Lessner, with
four years of varsity experience, led
the team with an 83 percent free throw
average, hitting 44 of 53. He also

made 23 steals.
All three tri-captains were multi-

sport athletes, who did not specialize
in just basketball.

“They were part of some success-
ful teams. They worked hard during
the season and did what I asked,”
coach Everly said.

In their freshman season, the trio
played on a team that finished 14-9
and in their sophomore season they
played on a flashy team, featuring
Tom Bonard and Mike Venezia, that
finished 16-10. Both years the Blue
Devils won the John “Butch” Kowal
Tournament in Rahway and qualified
for the state tournament.

With respect to Venezia and Bonard,
coach Everly said, “They worked hard
during the off-season. They played
more than three months out of the
year. To win the conference, you have
to put in a lot of time.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINDING AN OPENING TO SCORE…Raider point guard Reggie Solomon, center, finds an opening between two Bulldogs
and rolls in a lay-up. Solomon pumped in 14 points and added two steals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY BLUE DEVILS’ SCORING LEADER…Senior point guard Tara Handza, No. 3, led the Blue Devils this season with
340 points to bring her career total to 873 – fourth on the WHS all-time list behind Erin Miller, Liz McKeon and Chrissy
Jeremiah.

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 22nd  1-4PM

Westfield . . . Stunning custom designed 6
Bedroom 4 ½ bath 10 year young Center Hall
Colonial featuring a gracious Entrance Foyer
with magnificent staircase; Living Room/
Library w/built-in’s and fireplace; large Formal
Dining Room; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/
professional grade appliances, sitting area and
fplc; grand Family Room with soaring
cathedral ceilings and fireplace; 1st floor MBR
suite w/access to wonderful conservatory; plus
a 1st floor guest wing and Laundry.  Nestled
on a private lane and .77 of an acre.  Truly a
one of a kind Westfield residence.

1163 Lawrence Avenue
$1,785,000


