
Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 119th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 12-2009 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, March 19, 2009USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 18
Community ... 6-8, 18

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 11-17
Classifieds .... 16
A&E .............. 18-20

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
RECREATION AWARD...During last Tuesday’s Westfield Council meeting, the
town honored Recreation Department employee Joanne Colaneri, who was recom-
mended for, and received, the New Jersey Recreation and Parks Association’s
Employee of the Year Award. Mayor Skibitsky thanked Ms. Colaneri, on behalf of all
council members, for “her dedication to the job and the residents of the town.”

Settlement Awards Chambers
$380,000 and Lifetime Benefits

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – According to terms
of a February 24 settlement agreement,
former Westfield Detective Sandra
Chambers will receive $380,000, along
with lifetime benefits, after being placed
on disability. The Westfield Leader used
the Open Public Records Act to request
this agreement and minutes of the Feb-
ruary 10 executive session, in which the
matter was discussed.

The $380,000 is broken down into
$30,000 from the Town of Westfield
and $350,000 from the town’s insur-
ance company. According to the agree-
ment, settlement checks, “on account
of personal injury,” were issued to Ms.
Chambers and her attorney, Eric
Pennington, within 20 days of the
settlement’s approval.

Ms. Chambers will be covered
through April 2009 for health insur-
ance, and the town must “respond ap-

propriately” regarding her disability
application. The town also agrees not to
contest Ms. Chambers’ application for
disability retirement with lifetime medi-
cal benefits.

According to the document’s lan-
guage, the settlement should not, “in
any way, be considered or construed as
an admission by the town, police de-
partment and Tracy of discrimination,
retaliation, wrongful discharge, tortious
conduct or of any violation of any law”
and that the payment is made “solely to
avoid the inconvenience and cost of
litigation.”

Ms. Chambers had been employed
by the Westfield Police Department
(WPD) since 1995. The six-count
sexual-harassment lawsuit, served on
the town on December 14, 2006, al-
leged that “during a two-year period,
then-Chief Bernard Tracy regularly
called Ms. Chambers at home, during
non-working hours and late into the

evening” and that Mr. Tracy invited
Ms. Chambers “to call him on his per-
sonal cell phone.”

Mr. Tracy retired from the depart-
ment in September 2005 and accepted
a job with the Linden Public Schools as
a security officer. Ms. Chambers ad-
mitted that she and Mr. Tracy had been
friends and that Mr. Tracy invited her to
attend a convention in 2003 with him in
Washington, D.C., paid for by the po-
lice department.

“While at the convention, Detective
Chambers worked very hard to make
contacts that would benefit the Westfield
Police Department,” according to the
lawsuit.

The suit alleged that, “While at the
convention, Chief Tracy commented to
Detective Chambers and others that
she was not spending enough time with
him, and he felt that she had ‘aban-
doned’ him.” Further, the suit alleged
that the former chief “intimated that he
was hopeful that while they were at the
convention, he and Detective Cham-
bers could become even better friends.”

The suit alleged that after Ms. Cham-
bers spurned his advances, the former
chief’s “demeanor toward her was de-
cidedly cool and distant” and that he
“limited” his contact with the detective
after the convention.

The third count of the lawsuit, which
alleged sexual harassment, stated, “[Ms.
Chambers] was treated differently be-
cause she would not engage in inappro-
priate sexual conduct with Chief of
Police Bernard F. Tracy.”

At the time of the settlement
agreement’s execution, Ms. Chambers
applied for disability retirement from
the Westfield Police Department, ef-
fective immediately. Ms. Chambers will
continue to receive medical benefits
through the end of April 2009 or until
she obtains medical benefits elsewhere,
whichever occurs first.

The settlement document also for-
mally declares a “cessation of employ-
ment relationship” between Ms. Cham-
bers and the WPD. According to the
agreement, Ms. Chambers agrees not
to seek employment with the town in
the future in “any capacity.”

Ms. Chambers will also be “rein-
stated” to detective first grade in title
only, “solely for the purposes of her
retirement, with no adjustment of sal-
ary or retroactive pay.” Ms. Chambers
had been demoted to patrolwoman af-
ter she was found guilty in February
2006 on five of seven charges by a
disciplinary hearing officer related to
fixing a parking ticket for a family
member and subsequently lying about
it during a police department internal
investigation.

Both sides, under the terms of the
agreement, agree not to “disparage” one
another. In addition, both Ms. Chambers
and the defendants agree that all terms
and conditions “shall be held strictly
confidential, except as otherwise required
by law.” If inquiries are made as to other
details, both sides are only to say, “The
matter has been resolved.”

In consideration of the terms of this
agreement, Ms. Chambers has with-
drawn with prejudice the above-de-
scribed lawsuit and filed the appropriate
stipulation of dismissal with the court.

If Ms. Chambers fails to comply
with any of the material terms and

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BRUSHING UP ON THEIR SHAKESPEARE...Justin Rosin playing Second Man and Bobby O’Rourke as First Man, two
gangsters who get a taste of being on stage, entertain the audience at the Ford’s Theater in the play-within-a-play of Cole
Porter’s musical Kiss Me Kate, presented at Westfield High School last weekend. See review on page 20.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney for The Westfield Leader
LUCK OF THE IRISH... Members of the Irish Coast Guard march down Morris
Avenue in Union during Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday.
It is  the first time the group have marched in any parade in the United States.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
PICKET LINE...Workers from Merck’s Rahway facility walk in protest on
Monday afternoon by Merck’s gate on East Scott Avenue. They are protesting the
company’s plan to lay off 179 union workers and replace them with non-union
employees. The union claims that the layoffs disproportionately affect women,
Hispanics and African-Americans.

WF Board OKs Master Plan;
Foerst Halts Talk of Deck

By CHARLES M. LASKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After a brief spe-
cial meeting, Tuesday, to address a
recent application for subdivision, the
Westfield Planning Board approved
the town’s 2009 Master Plan Reex-
amination Report.

Board Chairman Vincent Wilt and
the board assessed the 2009 Master
Plan Reexamination Report and pro-
vided comments. The report contains,
in addition to other items, a proposal

to rezone several parcels of land in
the town and a recommendation to
study the feasibility of a parking deck
in Lot 5 at Central Avenue behind the
Rialto Theatre.

As explained by Councilman Jim
Foerst, the Master Plan is required by
the Municipal Land Use Law and sets
forth the direction of the town for
purposes of future planning regard-
ing various items such as land use,
traffic and housing. It is required to

Merck Workers Rally
Against Proposed Layoffs

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — Workers rallied out-
side Merck’s Rahway facility on Mon-
day afternoon, protesting anticipated
job cuts among union workers on the
facility’s staff. Merck’s plan is to lay off
179 “pool” workers from among the
roughly 480 union employees at the
site and subcontract the positions.

The workers, represented by the
United Steelworkers, carried signs and
wore buttons with a pink elephant, ac-
cording to Debby Eanucci, chief stew-
ard of the local, representing some-
thing said by company negotiators in
the first round of these negotiations,
that the “pink elephant in the corner”
was the intent to cut these 179 jobs.

Jim Conway, president of the Steel-
workers local, commented that the jobs
slated for replacement with non-union
workers were the lowest paid in the
plant and that their elimination would
strike especially hard at African-Ameri-
cans, Hispanics and women. He said if
Merck goes through with the layoffs,
there would be fewer than 50 women
remaining among the union labor force
at the facility.

Among the signs being carried, some
pointed out that Richard Clark, Merck’s
chief executive officer, made $17.1 mil-
lion last year (a Wall Street Journal blog
post in February valued his compensa-
tion at $19.9 million). A release by the
union said, “If the company claims to
be ‘belt-tightening,’ why did their CEO
pay himself $17.3 million (sic) last
year?”

Last week, a $41-billion merger of
Merck and Schering-Plough was an-
nounced. Both companies have major
facilities in the immediate area. A union
press release cites United Steelworkers
Vice-President Fred Redmond as say-
ing, “It’s outrageous that Merck is us-
ing bailout money to buy up a rival
company and at the same time slash
jobs for longtime workers.”

Gail Driscoll, manager of public af-
fairs at Merck-Rahway, said, “We are
in negotiations with our union. Their
contract expires April 30. We are com-
mitted to negotiating in good faith and
striking a deal that is fair to both parties.
The principal objective is to achieve an
agreement that allows our Rahway site
to grow, compete and succeed in a
tough business environment.”

Garwood Schools Propose
8.5 Percent Budget Boost

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – In advance of
Wednesday’s deadline for sending its
budget to Union County Superinten-
dent Carmen Centuolo for approval,
the Garwood Board of Education on
Tuesday night approved an
$8,957,908 provisional spending plan
for 2009-2010.

The budget represents an increase
of $701,624 over last year, an 8.5
percent boost. Of the total budget,
$6,782,701 will be raised through
taxes and includes $465,634 in debt
services. Board officials declined to
discuss the average tax impact of the
budget until it is formally approved
by Ms. Centuolo, although Finance
Committee Chairwoman Susan
Groning said the property tax increase
would be lower than last year’s prop-
erty tax increase.

The budget also includes a
$428,513 withdrawal from the capi-
tal reserve for projects, including work
on boiler room doors at the Washing-

ton School as well as the replacing of
doors, stucco, brick and caulking
work, insulation and the replacement
of the roof at the Lincoln School.
Board officials said they are applying
for grant monies toward these projects.

Interim Business Administrator
Ernie Turner told The Westfield Leader
yesterday that the spending increase
(operating budget) is 3.14 percent
over last year, not 8.5 percent, as the
capital reserve is not calculated in
that number.

Garwood Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said this year’s budget pre-
sented a particular challenge since
the borough was awaiting word from
Governor Jon Corzine regarding state
aid until late last week.

“We didn’t know what Gov. Corzine
was going to say, so we had to deter-
mine our budget not knowing what
our state aid was going to be,” Ms.
Quigley said. “There is an increase of
4 percent, and we had to cut certain
things, and we tried to be responsible.”

Westfield Schools Face ‘Nauseous’
Layoffs of 38 Personnel, Says BOE

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Caught between
state mandates limiting tax increases,
flat state aid, rising salaries and increas-
ing health benefit costs, Westfield’s
school board disclosed a budget at
Tuesday’s meeting cutting staff, ser-
vices and programs. Board member
Anne Riegel said cutting “38 positions
in the district...makes us nauseous.”

Robert Berman, the school board’s
business administrator, outlined the
budget challenge, citing a base for tax
revenue of $74,286,461, adding to it
the $2,971,458 (4 per cent) maximum
increase, state aid of $5,051,068 and
$1,060,000 from the fund balance and
miscellaneous revenue yields a rev-
enue total of $83,368,987. School taxes
are projected to increase 2.5 this year.

Mr. Berman then pointed out that
the projected budget of $86,843,650
left the board with the need to deal
with a $3,474,663 shortfall.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan described the principles
used to determine where to cut. Her
presentation stated “reduce non-class-
room expenses first, consolidate class
sections within class size policy, re-
duce cost of programs by altering
delivery, take advantage of personnel
changes and retirements, review un-
der-enrolled high school classes and
eliminate co-curricular activities that
were budgeted but not run this year.”

Ms. Dolan said Westfield’s spend-
ing of $11,460 per pupil is well below
the state’s average of $12,806, and at
$1,301 per pupil, administrative costs
are slightly below the state’s average.
She also said public school districts
in New Jersey receive an average of
40 percent from state aid, while
Westfield receives less than 6 percent
of its budget from the state. Adding
the roughly 2 percent coming from
federal aid, Westfield residents must

pay about 92 percent of their educa-
tion costs from property taxes.

Using the term “collapse classrooms,”
Ms. Dolan outlined cutting a planned
addition of a second grade class at
Franklin School, Washington School’s
second grade will be cut from four to
three classes, Jefferson’s third grade
and McKinley’s fourth grade will also

be cut to three classes, while Tamaques’
fourth grade will drop from five to four
classes. These cuts still keep class sizes
under board guidelines.

A kindergarten teacher, a Spanish
teacher, and a music teacher are also
slated to be cut. One fifth of a German
teacher will also be cut, part of a plan
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Borough Evacuates Schools
After Monday Phone Threat

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Tuesday
evening’s Mountainside Board of
Education (BOE) meeting began with
a report from Police Chief James
Debbie, Jr. regarding a message with
a possible threat received Monday
morning at the BOE office on its
answering machine, leading to the
evacuation of both Beechwood and
Deerfield schools.

Chief Debbie said he could not
provide specific details regarding the
incident since it was an open investi-
gation.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Jeanette Baubles told The Westfield
Leader that “school continued the
rest of the day” after the district’s
safety procedures were followed. The
evacuation was conducted with the
cooperation of the Mountainside Po-

Charles Laskowski for The Westfield Leader
MASTER PLANNING...The Westfield Planning Board Tuesday night approves
the town’s Master Plan Reexamination Report. Pictured, left to right are: Board
Chairman Vince Wilt, Town Engineer Kris McAloon, board member Lauren Falk,
Councilman James Foerst and board members William Drew and Robert Newell.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
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Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

BRIDGING THE GAP…Blue and Gold Holy Trinity Interparochial School Pack
73 Webelos celebrated their completion of Cub Scouts with a traditional Blue and
Gold Ceremony. At the Blue and Gold Ceremony, Cub Scouts cross a bridge to
signify their advancement into Boy Scouts. Those who earned this honor included
Mitchell Kelly, Peter Hunziker, James Wright, Nicholas Papadimas, Anthony
Scalia, William Fitzpatrick, Luke Brezik, Christopher Maloney, Matthew
Guastamacchia, Liam Loughlin and Philip Touhey.

Westfield DWI
Checkpoint Nets Three

WESTFIELD — Captain Wayman of
the Westfield Police Department an-
nounced that the DWI checkpoint con-
ducted at Central Avenue and Frazee Court
on Saturday night resulted in the arrests of
two people for driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and one person for possession of
controlled dangerous substances.

Arrested for DWI were: Peter
Tyliczka, 66, of Old Bridge. He was
additionally charged with reckless driv-
ing for driving through the traffic con-
trol devices (barricades) in an attempt to
avoid the checkpoint. Joseph Federico,
76, of Westfield was also arrested for
DWI. Both men were charged and later
released to responsible adults.

Nicholas Livolsi, 18, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with  possession of
marijuana of under 50 grams and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
issued a summons and released on his
own recognizance.

Westfield
Monday, March 9, a resident of the

500 block of Cumberland Street reported
the theft of both her license plates. The
theft is believed to have occurred be-
tween March 8 and 9.

Tuesday, March 10, Roxanne Cade,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on open
warrants after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue in Scotch Plains. The war-
rants included one traffic and one crimi-
nal warrant from Westfield for a total of
$1,000; one traffic and one criminal war-
rant from Plainfield for a total of $815; a
Scotch Plains traffic warrant for $393; a
South Plainfield traffic warrant for $300;
a Green Brook traffic warrant for $107
and a Newark traffic warrant for $91.
She was committed on default of bail to
the Union County jail.

Tuesday, March 10, Marco Mojica,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 500 block of
East North Avenue on an outstanding
Clinton Township traffic warrant. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $190
bail.

Tuesday, March 10, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Lanett
Bacaro, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on
North Avenue near Dudley Avenue on an
outstanding Roselle Park traffic warrant.
Bacaro was processed and released after
posting $81 bail.

Tuesday, March 10, Jude Lennon, 46,
of Newark was arrested on South Avenue
near Central Avenue on an outstanding
Newark traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $188 bail.

Tuesday, March 10, James Abate, 39,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Clark traffic warrant for $110. He was
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Ana C.
Gonzales, 52, of Roselle was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue near Dudley Avenue on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $99 bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Ronald Borda,
22, of Rahway was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Central Avenue near
Clifton Street on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. He was released with two criminal
summonses and traffic citations.

Wednesday, March 11, a resident of
the 200 block of Watchung Fork re-
ported that her motor vehicle was bur-
glarized while it was parked in front of
her house. Between $80 and $100 in
cash plus four gift cards totaling ap-
proximately $400 in value were taken
from the vehicle.

Wednesday, March 11, a Normandy
Drive resident reported that her home
was burglarized during the daytime hours.
There were no signs of forced entry,
according to police. Jewelry valued at
approximately $500, a black Mac Pro
laptop valued at $3,000 and a Dock Sta-
tion valued at $100 were reported taken
from the residence.

Thursday, March 12, Bonnie R.
Rodriguez, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
on West South Avenue on a Fanwood
traffic warrant for $214. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and later turned over to the
Fanwood Police Department on default
of bail.

Thursday, March 12, Manuel Serpa,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Elm Street near
East Broad Street and charged with hin-
dering his own apprehension for alleg-
edly giving police a false name. He also
was arrested on three outstanding crimi-
nal warrants, including two from
Piscataway for a total of $1,250 and one
from Edison for $750. He was commit-
ted to the Union County jail on default of
$2,750 bail.

Saturday, March 14, Joseph Federico,
76, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court during a DWI
checkpoint. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with a motor vehicle sum-
mons to a responsible individual.

Sunday, March 15, Peter Tyliczka, 66,
of Old Bridge was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop at
Maryland Street and Grandview Avenue
during a DWI checkpoint. According to
police, he also was charged with reckless
driving for allegedly driving through the
traffic control devices (barricades) in an
attempt to avoid the checkpoint. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with motor
vehicle summonses to a responsible in-
dividual pending a court date.

Sunday, March 15, John W. Fischetti,
41, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at West North Avenue and Clark
Street. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased with traffic summonses to a re-
sponsible individual pending a court date.

Sunday, March 15, Nicholas Livolsi,
18, of Westfield was arrested on charges
of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop at Central Avenue and Frazee Court
during a DWI checkpoint. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released on his own re-
cognizance with a summons pending a
court date.

Sunday, March 15, Lisa M. Smith, 34,
of Jersey City was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at East North and Fourth
Avenues on two outstanding traffic war-
rants, one from East Orange for $500 and
the other from Newark for $185. She was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Sunday, March 15, Patrick W. Hughes,
19, of New Brunswick was arrested on
an outstanding New Brunswick traffic
warrant for $250 after a motor vehicle
stop at West Dudley and Forest Avenues.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail.

Sunday, March 15, a resident of the
400 block of Edgewood Avenue reported
that sometime between March 13 and 14
someone threw eggs at her motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of her house.
The eggs caused an unknown amount of
damage to the vehicle’s paint.

Sunday, March 15, Ismajl Berisha, 22,
of Westfield was arrested during a traffic
stop in the area of West South and Sum-
mit Avenues on an outstanding
Kenilworth traffic warrant. Berisha was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing $500 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 11, Nicholas W.

Androwski, 27, of Dunellen was arrested
on the 200 block of LaGrande Avenue on
charges of disorderly conduct and reck-
less behavior after he was observed al-
legedly trying to start a fire with card-
board and leaves in the street. He was
processed and given a summons to ap-
pear before the municipal court.

Saturday, March 14, Enrique Valez,
Jr., 53, of Dunellen was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Fanwood af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, March 15, Jack L. Barner, 51,
of Latrobe, Pa. was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Monday, March 16, a resident of Shasta
Pass reported that, sometime between
Sunday, March 15, at 10 p.m. and Mon-
day, March 16, at 6 a.m., someone stole
his locked 1998 black Honda Civic from
the street in front of his house.

Scotch Plains
Friday, March 13, Cedrie Brunson,

37, of Rahway was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Friday, March 13, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone damaged
her motor vehicle by throwing eggs at it.

Friday, March 13, police investigated
a hit-and-run accident on Portland Av-
enue. According to police, someone
struck the rear of a motor vehicle while it
was legally parked in the street.

Friday, March 13, Cassie Stolz, 31, of
Vauxhall was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Friday, March 13, Bryant Jacobs, 20,
and Macylse Brown, 21, both of
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. Accord-
ing to police, their motor vehicle was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation and
officers observed the marijuana between
the two individuals. They were trans-
ported to police headquarters where they
were processed and released.

Friday, March 13, Nafeesa Gary, 20,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice for allegedly
providing officers with a false name fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to police headquarters where
she was processed and released.

Sunday, March 15, a resident of Raritan
Road reported that someone made unau-
thorized purchases in the amount of $725
on her credit card.

Sunday, March 15, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that someone entered his unlocked mo-
tor vehicle and removed his iPod, valued
at approximately $600.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 10, Earl A. Price, 45,

of Newark was arrested at the Hillside
Police Department on an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $624. He was
processed and held due to failure to post
bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Betty Nicolas,
28, of Irvington was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Irvington after a
motor vehicle stop. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 11, a resident of
Blazo Terrace reported that someone re-
moved her blue, Midco garbage can with
serial number 98002792, valued at $81,
from the edge of her driveway.

Thursday, March 12, James S. Grant,
29. Out of Jersey City was arrested by the
Bayonne Police Department on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside in
the amount of $350. He was processed
and held for failure to post bail.

Thursday, March 12, a supervisor at
an eldercare facility on Route 22 re-
ported that someone removed a HP Pa-
vilion laptop valued at $1,000 from his
bag while at the facility. According to
police, the victim could not produce a
serial number of receipt for the com-
puter, stating it was a gift.

Friday, March 13, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that someone
requested a change of address without
his authorization on a line of credit he
opened. The victim contacted the finan-
cial institution to report the incident and
authorities are investigating.

Friday, March 13, Goodwin C.
Varghese, 47, of Bloomfield was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop. He
also was charged with outstanding war-
rants out of West Orange in the amount
of $400, and Ledgewood in the amount
of $700, police said. He was processed
and released.

Saturday, March 14, Sakinah A. Davis,
37, of Irvington was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. She was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

March 31 Last Day
To Register To Vote

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education reminds residents
that Tuesday, March 31, is the last
day to register to vote in the school
election on April 21. Polls will be
open in Westfield on April 21 from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m.

To register to vote, an individual
must be a native-born or natural-
ized United States citizen who is 18
years of age by election day, a resi-
dent of the state and county at least
30 days before an election, and not
denied right to vote due to either
court adjudication of idiocy or in-
sanity, not serving a sentence, or on
parole or probation for an indict-
able offense.

Registration forms are available on-
line at westfieldnjk12.org/election and
from the municipal clerk in Westfield
at 550 East Broad Street or at the
Union County Board of Elections at
271 North Broad Street in Elizabeth
and at motor vehicle agencies and the
League of Women Voters.

The form can be mailed or brought
in person to the municipal clerk or
county commissioner of registration.
Applications for absentee ballots are
also available on westfieldnjk12.org/
election.

Westfield PTC Hosts
Candidates Night, 3/30
WESTFIELD – The Parent Teacher

Council of the Westfield Public
Schools is hosting Candidates Night
on Monday, March 30, in the audito-
rium of Westfield High School from
7:30 to 9 p.m. This is a change from
the date on the school calendar pub-
lished earlier this year. The five candi-
dates seeking three open seats on the
Westfield Board of Education are: Jane
Clancy, David Finn, Richard
Mattessich, Michael McLane and
Kathy Monteiro.

A moderator will field questions
from the audience. Questions can be
e-mailed in advance to Judy Hoffman,
PTC chairperson of the event, at
hoffjudy@comcast.net. Candidates
Night will be taped for airing on WHS-
TV36 through April 21, School Elec-
tion day.

AUTISM BENEFIT...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky confers a proclamation
on the Woman’s Club of Westfield in regards to the club’s garage sale fundraiser
benefiting Autism-New Jersey, to take place Saturday, April 4, at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, located at 301 Clark Street, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
mayor’s proclamation makes April “Autism Awareness Month.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SAFETY FIRST…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) visited the Garwood Fire
Department on Friday to announce that the department received a $62,225 grant
from the U.S. Homeland Security Department to purchase 12 self-contained
breathing apparatuses and six air tanks. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Councilman Anthony Sytko, Fire Chief Edward Silver, Councilman Keith Sluka,
Mayor Dennis McCarthy, Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio and Rep. Lance.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Board OKs Master Plan;
Foerst Halts Talk of Deck

be updated periodically. The major
provisions included bringing certain
properties into conformity with ex-
isting land use, setting forth the find-
ings of the Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
Land Use Task Force and setting the
future direction of the town regarding
to planning development.

“Honestly, unless you’re into this
stuff, it is really boring,” Mr. Foerst
said. “My wife falls asleep when I
start talking about.”

Board member William Drew
thanked the committee members and
volunteers for their work they have
done so far in working towards a
resolution of the plan. Mr. Drew gave
a brief history of the master plan,
explaining that it has been through
two major revisions since its original
adoption in 2002.

Mr. Drew expressed his hopes that
by adopting the reexamination, the
board would “give new life” to the
resolution for a time and provide the
opportunity to “amend the master
plan… make it current.”

Mr. Foerst also thanked the volun-
teers involved with the resolution.
Mr. Foerst then pointed to a portion of
the resolution that entailed looking
into the viability of building a single-
tier parking structure to expand the
parking capacity in Lot 5 near Cen-
tral Avenue.

Citing a public referendum from
2004, Mr. Foerst reminded the board

that “the members of this town clearly
spoke in opposition” towards a park-
ing deck being constructed.

Having spoken with Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and the town council ear-
lier in the day, Mr. Foerst reassured
residents that “the town council has
no intention of going forward with
any additional study of a parking
deck.”

After some discussion, the plan-
ning board passed the resolution ap-
proving the 2009 Master Plan Reex-
amination Report. The board plans to
meet again in April to discuss the
issues further.

Lauren Falk, a board alternate, told
The Westfield Leader that the report
would be posted on the Internet for
the public to review.

In other business, the application,
regarding the subdivision of property
located on 623 Cumberland Street
into two separate lots, was approved
by the board with conditions and
passed unanimously.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood School Budget
Ultimately, the state awarded

Garwood an additional $30,000 in
aid, which board officials said was in
recognition of the borough’s “respon-
sible” budgeting.

“The state has recognized that we
have been very cost effective,” Ms.
Groning said. “As a result, we re-
ceived a 5 percent increase in state
aid.”

The board will now wait for ap-
proval and possible revisions from
Ms. Centuolo, which are due to the
borough by March 30. A public bud-
get hearing has been scheduled for
April 1 at 7 p.m. Garwood residents
will have their say on the budget
during the school board elections on
Tuesday, April 21.

In other business, the board said on
Tuesday that it was amending its
policy regarding the audio recording
of meetings. Presently the board tapes
all of its meetings. The new policy
gives the board discretion as to
whether or not they would like to
record a particular meeting.

“We’re not going to tape every
board meeting anymore,” board mem-
ber Linda Koenig said. “For one thing,
where are you going to store all the
tapes? And another thing is the qual-
ity isn’t very good, even if you’re
sitting right next to [the recorder].”

Resident Bruce Paterson said he
disapproved of the new policy, say-
ing he believes the tapes of the meet-
ing should be available for members
of the public.

“To me I feel like it’s going back-
wards,” Mr. Paterson said. “Even if

the audio was poor, every meeting
should be taped whether it was earth
shattering or not.”

Ms. Quigley and Board President
Adele Lewis said the board would
explore alternative recording devices,
including the possibility of a grant to
purchase a new, higher quality audio
system.

Ms. Quigley also said that discus-
sions with the Clark school district
regarding shared services are ongo-
ing. Interim Clark Superintendent
Renae LaPrete and Business Admin-
istrator William Muzzio appeared at
Tuesday’s meeting. Board officials
said Ms. LaPrete and Mr. Muzzio
were on hand to discuss shared ser-
vices in executive session.
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Chambers
conditions of this agreement, the town
may consider such default a “breach
of the agreement” and immediately
suspend pay and benefits being paid
to Ms. Chambers and reinstitute dis-
ciplinary action.

According to terms of the settlement,
each party is responsible solely for its
own attorney’s fees, costs and expenses.
Ms. Chambers waived all claims for
reimbursement of attorney’s fees, costs,
and expenses from the town, police
department and Mr. Tracy.

A copy of the settlement agreement
is posted on this newspaper’s website.
See www.goleader.com/services/fea-
tures.

to phase out the teaching of that
tongue. Bringing Edison Intermedi-
ate School’s basic skills program into
line with Roosevelt Intermediate’s
and cutting one Westfield High School
staff member will save $729,339.

Special education will face cuts of a
high school supervisor, a high school
teacher, and half a resource center
teacher saving $246,391. The district
will see an information technology
director, a computer technician, three
secretaries, six paraprofessionals and
a custodian cut for a saving of
$556,467.

The district also managed to find
savings of $590,400 in several dis-
trict-wide areas, notably dental and
prescription insurance, anticipating
two out-of-district placements to re-
turn, a reduction in the substitute bud-
get, and revisions to the IDEA grant
(special education) assumptions.

Slowing computer replacement, com-
bining some busing, reducing travel
and communication expenses, cutting
the school board’s fall conference, and

several other non-personnel reductions
saved another $148,604. Cutting sti-
pends for many non-required programs,
including those for bands, art, public
speaking, journalism, etc. cuts about
another $112,000.

These cuts of 24 positions and 39
stipends plus other savings total
$2,384,143, still considerably short
of the goal. School officials said they
hope that the Union County Superin-
tendent of Schools Carmen Centuolo
will come through with aid to stop an
additional $1 million in cuts.

In the event the county does not
provide the desired aid, Westfield will
need to cut three elementary support
counselors, two secondary guidance
counselors, 3.2 Spanish teachers, an
assistant principal, an intermediate
drama teacher, and elementary librar-
ian, another computer technician, an-
other custodian and a paraprofessional,
plus several other programs, bringing
the total to 38 jobs and 61 stipends,
cuts which board member Jane Clancy
described as “heart-wrenching.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Education

lice Department as well as the Union
County Police.

A State Superior Court judge in
Elizabeth granted a search warrant to
obtain details about the call from
Verizon Communications at 5 p.m.
on Monday to the borough’s detec-
tives, said Chief Debbie.

Mrs. Baubles said the phone call
did not contain any specific threat
either to Deerfield or Beechwood
School, the BOE or the Borough of
Mountainside. She also said there
was no bomb or weapon threat and
that most of the call was inaudible.

“The coordinated efforts worked
as best they could,” BOE President
Mary Beth Schaumberg said.

CSA Baubles said it is the safety
policy for the district to first evacuate
students, then to notify the parents,
when an incident occurs. Officials
said parents were notified with a pa-
per notice sent home with students.

The Instant Alert system will be
activated to notify parents the next
time an incident requiring evacuation
occurs, Mrs. Baubles said.

School Business Administrator
(SBA) Roderic McLaughlin updated
the BOE on the amount of state aid
the district was awarded and other
adjustments made to next year’s bud-
get since the February 24 BOE meet-
ing.

“While some state aid categories
have increased for fiscal year 2009-
2010, the state has failed to guarantee
a fixed amount for other categories
such as Extraordinary Aid. In the case
of Extraordinary Aid, the state has
directed districts to make ‘conserva-
tive estimates’ of the amount for in-

clusion in their budgets,” Mr.
McLaughlin said.

While the New Jersey Department
of Education website reported that
the district will receive $780,455 in
aid, Mr. McLaughlin said that num-
ber was for “categorical aid only” and
excludes Extraordinary Aid. The to-
tal number Mr. McLaughlin put into
the district’s budget for state aid is
$887,994, the same amount as the
current fiscal year.

“It’s like comparing apples to pears”
with regards to how the state pre-
sented its aid numbers to local school
districts last year versus this year,
said Mr. McLaughlin.

The $14,074,479 budget reflects a
3.6 percent increase over last year’s
budget but is under the state man-
dated cap of 4 percent.

One of the changes in the 2009-
2010 budget is an increase in spend-
ing to send ninth-grade students to
the Union County Magnet High
School. For the 2009-2010 year,
$248,500, an increase of $82,500,
has been allocated to account for the
“significant increase in ninth-grade
enrollment in the Magnet Schools,”
according to Mr. McLaughlin’s pre-
sentation.

The BOE will mail Mountainside
residents a newsletter outlining the
2009-2010 school budget the week of
April 11. A public hearing of the
2009-2010 budget is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 31, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Beechwood School Susan E.
Collier Media Center.

The public will vote on the school
budget and elect board members on
Tuesday, April 21.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Evacuations
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By JESSICA E.  JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del Sordi
last Thursday night said that the dis-
trict would receive $4,506,226 in state
aid, the same amount as last year. The
district also received $324,410 from
the state’s School Facilities Grant
Program for window replacement and
security screens on the first and sec-
ond floors at Brunner School. The
total cost of this project is $811,025.

Mr. Del Sordi said the tax levy
would be $71,122,752, a tax increase
of $3.4 million over last year in sup-
port of an $80 million budget.

Superintendent Margaret Hayes
gave her recommendations for the
budget, which included restoring one
non-certified administrative position
and reducing three teaching positions
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School instead of four. In addition,
Superintendent Hayes recommended
the district keep middle school sports,
with one flat fee of $100 for seventh
and eighth graders in sports or instru-
mental music.

When asked what would happen if
they do not get full participation with
the programs, Superintendent Hayes
said the district would have to con-
tinue to look at possible staff reduc-
tions in other areas of reductions. She
was optimistic, however, that the dis-
trict would see a good turnout.

“We believe that parents who have
committed their child to programs
will still continue with the programs,”
she said, “We have already met with
the Music Boosters and we will be
meeting with the Athletic Boosters.”

Over 40 persons attended
Thursday’s meeting.

Rona Goldberg of Scotch Plains
asked if the district was legally able
to use fees as a way to “get around the
tax levy.” Mr. Del Sordi replied that
he “doesn’t believe the fee structure
will create any difficulties,” adding
that the state is “not concerned with
how you raise funds as long as it
doesn’t change the tax structure.”

Russell Kirby of Scotch Plains
called the fees a “temporary fix.”

“Even a $10 fee I’m not okay with
because I think it sets a bad prece-

dent,” another audience member said.
One resident noted that at least if

taxes were raised, it would be a write
off.

Others expressed gratitude that fees
made it possible for the district to
keep each of the programs and noted
how important the athletic and music
programs are to the district.

“I’m glad to see that the sports
program has been restored,” one resi-
dent said.

“In my mind, that’s a small fee to
pay for something that’s very impor-
tant,” said another.

“I like the compromise of the fee
schedule,” Cindy Clancy Warren said.

Board member Linda Nelson,
speaking for the board’s negotiations
committee, said, “Our hopes are high.”

“I can assure you that the board is
committed to containing benefits
costs,” she said. “It is and will con-
tinue to be a major priority of ours.”

Some residents expressed concerns
about raising teaching salaries.

“In these hard economic times we
have to take a tougher stand,” resident
Lisa Germano said. “Enough is
enough already.”

One resident suggested using a pro-
gram such as the Generics First Pro-
gram, which would use generic medi-
cines rather than brand name for em-
ployees.

“We are aware of those options,”
Mrs. Nelson said.

Neil Downing of Fanwood said he
considers benefits more valuable and
important than salary increases.

Numerous residents offered board
members suggestions for additional
revenue sources.

Kalpana Krishna Kumar asked
about advertisements and corporate
sponsorships. Mr. Del Sordi said the
district has not currently raised any
money through sponsorship, but
added that “the board put together a
policy and we continue to pursue
options and opportunities.”

Eric Parker of Scotch Plains said in
some school districts, athletes are able
to opt to be exempt from physical
education, stating that there would
then be some savings in the physical
education program.

Superintendent Hayes said that this

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SERVING HER COMMUNITY…Kalpana Kirshna Kumar, third from left with
her daughter, is honored by Council President Donna Dolce at the podium and
Mayor Colleen Mahr as Fanwood’s Volunteer of the Month at the council’s
regular March meeting. Ms. Kumar serves on the Environmental Commission
and works with the school PTA, among other local activities. “We need more
people like you,” said Ms. Dolce. “I remember what my parents told me,” said Ms.
Kumar. “When you give, you get. I’m really proud to be part of this beautiful
community.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUSTLIN’ BROADWAY...For sailors, sinners, mission workers and women of the night, all action on the Great White Way
stops, not for the crap game in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s production of Guys and Dolls, but for a tourist’s camera
lens.The Frank Loesser musical completes its run this weekend. Look for a review in next week’s edition of The Times.

SP-F BOE Introduces $80 Million
2009-2010 School Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will spend $80,798,648 in the 2009-
2010 school year under a tentative
budget approved during an agenda
meeting on Monday. The proposed
budget is $2,398,616 more than last
year’s, an increase of 3.1 percent.

A total of $73,466,746 will be
raised through taxes, including
$2,343,994 in debt services. Scotch
Plains’ 2009-2010 total school tax
levy is $57,119,697, up almost $2
million from last year. Fanwood’s
total tax levy is $16,347,048, up
$1,235,029 from last year.

The average tax increase per home
for Scotch Plains will be $246, while
the average Fanwood home will face
a tax hike of $458. The estimated tax
rate for Scotch Plains is 5.653, up
3.68 percent from last year.

Fanwood’s estimated tax rate is 7.243,
up 8.08 percent from 2008-2009.

Board officials said the reason for
the larger increase in Fanwood was
because of changes in equalized as-
sessed property values in both
Fanwood and Scotch Plains since last
year. Scotch Plains will contribute
roughly 77.75 percent of the tax levy,
compared to 22.25 for Fanwood.

Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi said since Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is considered a regional
school district, the funding formula is
determined by the state based upon
the property values of the two towns.

“As we look at 2009-2010, the prop-
erty values in Fanwood actually in-
creased, whereas at the same time the
property values in Scotch Plains de-
creased,” Mr. Del Sordi said. “The
percent that decides the two taxes,
over the past eight or nine years, have
never had such a dramatic change and

that’s what caused such an increase.”
The board sought to decrease ap-

propriations through staff reductions.
The proposed budget calls for cutting
18 positions, including nine teaching
positions, three custodial, one
grounds, two clerical and three ad-
ministrative positions, resulting in a
savings of $1,108,775. Three teach-
ing positions will be cut from the high
school, along with two each from the
elementary level, middle school and
basic skills.

“We have to follow tenure laws
with any reductions in staffing,” Su-
perintendent Margaret Hayes said.
“In some cases, reductions are going
to be triggered by declining enroll-
ment in programs. In some cases, the
cuts will create slightly increased class
sizes.”

The board also hopes to realize an
additional $788,000 in revenue from
a $100 activity fee at the high school,
a $100 music and athletics fee in the
seventh and eighth grades and from
the Pre-Kindergarten program, as well
as extraordinary aid.

“In totality, I think we’re still going
to have a strong district,” Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse said. “I think
our children are still in good hands.
The rigor of our curriculum will not
be affected and I don’t want to lose
sight of that as we go through the
budget process.”

The budget will now go before
Union County Executive Superinten-
dent Carmen Centuolo who must give
her final approval of the spending
plan. A public budget hearing is sched-
uled for Monday, March 30, in antici-
pation of the school board elections
on Tuesday, April 21. Last year’s bud-
get passed by a margin of 692 votes,
1,879 to 1,187.

Mr. Whitehouse said on Monday
that the board would advertise to
fill the vacancy created by the res-
ignation of Jane Costello earlier
this month. He anticipates conduct-
ing interviews to fill the one-year
term sometime in mid-April fol-
lowing an April 9 deadline for ap-
plications.

Mayor Seeks Meeting to
Clarify EMS Response Calls

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Mayor Nancy Malool wants to meet
with police and rescue squad offi-
cials to determine the procedures in
which a private ambulance service is
contacted when township rescue
squad personnel are unable to an-
swer an emergency call.

Last month, the council approved
a resolution designating Atlantic Am-
bulance Corp. to serve as an emer-
gency responder if the local volun-
teer rescue squad is unable to re-
spond to an emergency in a timely
manner.

“Our impression,” the mayor told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“was that we were putting a third
back-up in place.” She said the coun-
cil understood the procedure in an
emergency call situation to be that if

the Scotch Plains squad was unable to
respond, then the Fanwood Rescue
Squad would be called by the police
department and that, if Fanwood was
unable to assist, then the private am-
bulance service would be contacted.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting last week, Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad President Dan Sullivan
expressed concern that the private ser-
vice will be contacted faster than is
necessary, thus bypassing the
Fanwood squad. Mr. Sullivan told The
Times this week that his organization
was advised that the new procedure
for emergency calls bypasses Fanwood
entirely, and he regretted that “no one
approached us” about any new policy
as it was being developed.

“The crux of the matter,” he said, “is
someone should pick up the phone so
we can talk about it and try to fix it.”

Mayor Warns of ‘Gigantic’ Tax
Increase for SP Homeowners

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool said this week that
she is confident the 2009 township
budget will be given final approval
by early June, but warned that the
municipal property tax increase this
year could be “gigantic” due to
steep mandated increases in sev-
eral appropriations categories and
lower income in several revenue
areas.

Typically, by mid-March, the coun-
cil is well underway in considering
the municipal budget, which has usu-

ally been introduced by early April
and approved by early May.  But the
resignation last month of Township
Manager Michael Capabianco, who
was responsible for preparing budget
recommendations for the governing
body, set back budget deliberations
by several weeks.

Mayor Malool told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week that
consultant Gregory Fehrenbach, of
Government Management Advisors
LLC in East Brunswick, will work on
revising the earlier budget recom-
mendations and provide them to the
council by the end of the month. She
expects the council will hold several
budget meetings in April and then be
able to introduce the final spending
and tax plan by early May, with final
approval a month later.

The mayor said the preliminary
state aid figures released last Friday
showed a $73,000 decrease in assis-
tance, but that was far less than the
several hundred thousand dollar cut
that occurred last year. Asked about
possible layoffs, she said that “lay-
offs are a last resort, but it looks like
some will be inevitable,” although
she did not specify how many or from
which departments.

The township’s bleak fiscal picture
is due not only to the weak national
economy, but also to lower construc-
tion fees being collected, lower tax
collections, lower interest income
resulting from very low interest rates
and the reduced state aid, officials
said.

On the spending side of the ledger,
the mayor said the majority of any
appropriations increase would result
from higher pension contributions,
mandated raises for union employ-

ees, higher health insurance premi-
ums and a sharp increase in fees paid
to the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority. Mayor Malool said as the
initial budget recommendations were
being prepared in recent months, all
departments were requested to cut
their budgets by 10 percent.

The township is also required to
comply with the state’s 4 percent cap
on municipal tax levies, but the mayor
said a waiver from Trenton “will prob-
ably have to be applied for.” But, she
said, she is under the impression that
the entire township surplus would
have to be used as revenue this year in
order to qualify for any such cap
waiver. If that is so, she said the
concern would be about regenerating
surplus funds for 2010.

One way to curb what the mayor
warns will be a “significant” tax
increase this year is via the pen-
sion deferral legislation, approved
on Monday by the Legislature,
which would allow municipalities
to defer up to half their pension
contributions this year, which
would amount to about a $600,000
savings for Scotch Plains, Mayor
Malool said.

It would provide “short-term re-
lief,” she told The Times, by reducing
the tax bite by about six tax points or
$600,000, as a tax point equals
$100,000 in spending in Scotch
Plains. On the other hand, Mrs. Malool
said, the interest paid on the deferred
half could end up costing the town-
ship “a few hundred thousand dol-
lars” in future years. She said the
council would need to make a deci-
sion, as it examines the budget in
coming weeks, on whether to take the
deferral.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LUCK OF THE IRISH... Members of the Irish Coast Guard march down Morris
Avenue in Union on Saturday during Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
It is  the first time the group have marched in any parade in the United States.
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Corzine to Slash Town Aid
In $29.8 Billion Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine unveiled a $29.8-billion state
budget a week ago that calls for a 2
percent decrease in municipal aid
and slight increase in school aid.

He said the spending plan is $3
billion less than the budget enacted
in June. The budget would cut aid to
hospitals and universities. It would
eliminate the property tax deduction
on state income taxes.

Those making over $500,000 will
see a three-quarters of a percent hike
in their income taxes. Also, families
earning over $75,000 will no longer
be eligible for the Homestead tax

rebate program.
According to the budget, munici-

pal aid will be cut by $50.5 million,
higher education will be slashed by
$22.2 million and hospitals will re-
ceive $20.8 million less in aid. School
aid will be increased by $306,000.

“We must maintain our priorities
at the same time that we work to
minimize the tax burden on our citi-
zens,” Governor Corzine said.
“These priorities and values are the
same ones that have guided my ad-
ministration since taking office.”

Republicans issued statements op-
posing the governor’s proposed bud-
get.

SEEING RED...Women of the New Jersey Legislature pose to raise awareness of
the number one killer of American women, heart disease, by wearing red for Go
Red for Women Day on Thursday, February 26 at the Statehouse in Trenton. Asw.
Linda Stender of Fanwood is pictured with the group.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Home Values Have Dropped;
Shouldn’t Your Property Taxes?

Is a property tax appeal right
for you? In the last three years,
home values in Scotch Plains
have dropped on average by
more than 20 percent. As the
real estate market is depreciat-
ing, your property taxes, which
are based on the market value
of your home, are either increas-
ing or remain stable.

As a taxpayer, you have the
right to appeal your property
tax assessment. A taxpayer con-
sidering an appeal should un-
derstand that he/she must prove
that his/her assessed value is
legally “unreasonable” com-
pared to a market value stan-
dard. With a successful tax ap-
peal, your lowered taxes will be
locked for the next three years
which can amount to a consid-
erable amount of savings.

 The best way to succeed in
appealing your taxes is to
present your claim through ex-
pert tax and legal advisors with

local knowledge. Evan Siegel of
American Realty Appraisals has
been performing property valu-
ation and appraisals since 2001.
Living locally, Mr. Siegel is fa-
miliar with Westfield, Scotch
Plains and the surrounding com-
munities.

Mr. Siegel also works closely
with an experienced legal staff
whose invaluable contributions
can make the difference to a
significant adjustment.

Save money in this economy.
Make the sale of your home more
attractive. Reduce the long term
expenses associated with your
home. All with lowered taxes.
Tax appeals must be filed by
April 1. For more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.arappraisals.net. Get
started with a free consultation
by calling Evan Siegel at (732)
598-9811.

Paid Bulletin Board
www.goleader.com/express

ROTARY INDUCTEES…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club inducted
three new members at its March 4 weekly luncheon. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Rotary officer Karen McNally, Rotary inductees Michael Smulewitz, DDS,
of Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, Lisa Mohn of Apple Blossom flower shop on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, and Gary Hunsinger of Westfield, retired executive of
Chanel Manufacturing in Piscataway, and Rotary officer Mike Dietrich. The
Rotary meets on Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. at Pantagis Renaissance restaurant in
Scotch Plains. More information is available at fsprotary.org.

Settlement Nets Officer
$380,000; Lifetime Benefits

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – According to terms of
a February 24 settlement agreement,
former Westfield Detective Sandra
Chambers will receive $380,000, along
with lifetime benefits, after being placed
on disability. The Westfield Leader used
the Open Public Records Act to request
this agreement and minutes of the Febru-
ary 10 executive session, in which the
matter was discussed.

The $380,000 is broken down into
$30,000 from the Town of Westfield and
$350,000 from the town’s insurance com-
pany. According to the agreement, settle-
ment checks, “on account of personal
injury,” were issued to Ms. Chambers
and her attorney, Eric Pennington, within
20 days of the settlement’s approval.

Ms. Chambers will be covered through
April 2009 for health insurance, and the
town must “respond appropriately” re-
garding her disability application. The
town also agrees not to contest Ms. Cham-
bers’ application for disability retirement
with lifetime benefits.

According to the document’s language,
the settlement should not, “in any way,
be considered or construed as an admis-
sion by the town, police department and
Tracy of discrimination, retaliation,
wrongful discharge, tortious conduct or
of any violation of any law” and that the
payment is made “solely to avoid the
inconvenience and cost of litigation.”

Ms. Chambers had been employed by
the Westfield Police Department (WPD)
since 1995. The six-count sexual-harass-
ment lawsuit, served on the town on
December 14, 2006, alleged that “during
a two-year period, then-Chief Bernard
Tracy regularly called Ms. Chambers at
home, during non-working hours and
late into the evening” and that Mr. Tracy
invited Ms. Chambers “to call him on his
personal cell phone.”

Mr. Tracy retired from the department
in September 2005 and accepted a job
with the Linden Public Schools as a
security officer. Ms. Chambers admitted
that she and Mr. Tracy had been friends
and that Mr. Tracy invited her to attend a
convention in 2003 with him in Wash-
ington, D.C., paid for by the police de-
partment.

“While at the convention, Detective
Chambers worked very hard to make
contacts that would benefit the Westfield
Police Department,” according to the
lawsuit.

The suit alleged that, “While at the
convention, Chief Tracy commented to
Detective Chambers and others that she
was not spending enough time with him,
and he felt that she had ‘abandoned’
him.”

Further, the suit alleged that the former
chief “intimated that he was hopeful that
while they were at the convention, he and
Detective Chambers could become even
better friends.”

The suit alleged that after Ms. Cham-
bers spurned his advances, the former
chief’s “demeanor toward her was de-
cidedly cool and distant” and that he
“limited” his contact with the detective
after the convention.

The third count of the lawsuit, which
alleged sexual harassment, stated, “[Ms.
Chambers] was treated differently be-
cause she would not engage in inappro-
priate sexual conduct with Chief of Po-
lice Bernard F. Tracy.”

At the time of the agreement’s execu-
tion, Ms. Chambers applied for disabil-
ity retirement from the Westfield Police
Department, effective immediately. Ms.
Chambers will continue to receive medi-
cal benefits through the end of April
2009 or until she obtains medical ben-
efits elsewhere, whichever occurs first.

The settlement document also formally
declares a “cessation of employment re-

lationship” between Ms. Chambers and
the WPD. According to the agreement,
Ms. Chambers agrees not to seek em-
ployment with the town in the future in
“any capacity.”

Ms. Chambers will also be “reinstated”
to detective first grade in title only, “solely
for the purposes of her retirement, with
no adjustment of salary or retroactive
pay.” Ms. Chambers had been demoted
to patrolwoman after she was found guilty
in February 2006 on five of seven charges
by a disciplinary hearing officer related
to fixing a parking ticket for a family
member and subsequently lying about it
during a police department internal in-
vestigation.

Both sides, under the terms of the
agreement, agree not to “disparage” one
another. In addition, both Ms. Chambers
and the defendants agree that all terms
and conditions “shall be held strictly
confidential, except as otherwise required
by law.” If inquiries are made as to other
details, both sides are only to say, “The
matter has been resolved.”

In consideration of the terms of this
agreement, Ms. Chambers has withdrawn
with prejudice the above-described law-
suit and filed the appropriate stipulation
of dismissal with the court.

If Ms. Chambers fails to comply with
any of the material terms and conditions
of this agreement, the town may con-
sider such default a “breach of the agree-
ment” and immediately suspend pay and
benefits being paid to Ms. Chambers and
reinstitute disciplinary action.

According to terms of the settlement,
each party is responsible solely for its
own attorney’s fees, costs, and expenses.
Ms. Chambers waived all claims for re-
imbursement of attorney’s fees, costs,
and expenses from the town, police de-
partment and Mr. Tracy.

A copy of the settlement agreement is
posted on this newspaper’s website. See
www.goleader.com/services/features.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PICKET LINE...Workers from Merck’s Rahway facility walk in protest on
Monday afternoon by Merck’s Gate on East Scott Avenue. They are protesting the
company’s plan to lay off 179 union workers and to replace them with non-union
employees. The union claims that the layoffs disproportionately affect women,
Hispanics and African-Americans.

POLICE BLOTTER

Westfield DWI
Checkpoint Nets Three

WESTFIELD — Captain David
Wayman of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment announced that the DWI Check-
point conducted at Central Avenue and
Frazee Court on Saturday night, March
14, resulted in the arrests of two people
for driving while intoxicated and one
person for possession of controlled dan-
gerous substances.

Arrested for DWI were: Peter
Tyliczka, 66 of Old Bridge. He was
additionally charged with reckless driv-
ing for driving through the traffic con-
trol devices (barricades) in an attempt to
avoid the checkpoint. Joseph Federico,
76, of Westfield was also arrested for
DWI. Both subjects were charged and
later released to a responsible adult.

Nicholas Livolsi, 18, of Westfield was
arrested for Possession of Marijuana
under 50 grams and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was issued a sum-
mons and released on his own recogni-
zance.

Westfield
Monday, March 9, a resident of the

500 block of Cumberland Street reported
the theft of both her license plates. The
theft is believed to have occurred be-
tween March 8 and 9.

Tuesday, March 10, Roxanne Cade,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on open
warrants after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue in Scotch Plains. The war-
rants included one traffic and one crimi-
nal warrant from Westfield for a total of
$1,000; one traffic and one criminal war-
rant from Plainfield for a total of $815; a
Scotch Plains traffic warrant for $393; a
South Plainfield traffic warrant for $300;
a Green Brook traffic warrant for $107
and a Newark traffic warrant for $91.
She was committed on default of bail to
the Union County jail.

Tuesday, March 10, Marco Mojica,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 500 block of
East North Avenue on an outstanding
Clinton Township traffic warrant. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $190
bail.

Tuesday, March 10, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Lanett
Bacaro, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on
North Avenue near Dudley Avenue on an
outstanding Roselle Park traffic warrant.
Bacaro was processed and released after
posting $81 bail.

Tuesday, March 10, Jude Lennon, 46,
of Newark was arrested on South Avenue
near Central Avenue on an outstanding
Newark traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $188 bail.

Tuesday, March 10, James Abate, 39,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Clark traffic warrant for $110. He was
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Ana C.
Gonzales, 52, of Roselle was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue near Dudley Avenue on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $99 bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Ronald Borda,
22, of Rahway was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Central Avenue near
Clifton Street on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. He was released with two criminal
summonses and traffic citations.

Wednesday, March 11, a resident of
the 200 block of Watchung Fork re-
ported that her motor vehicle was bur-
glarized while it was parked in front of
her house. Between $80 and $100 in
cash plus four gift cards totaling ap-
proximately $400 in value were taken
from the vehicle.

Wednesday, March 11, a Normandy
Drive resident reported that her home
was burglarized during the daytime hours.
There were no signs of forced entry,
according to police. Jewelry valued at
approximately $500, a black Mac Pro
laptop valued at $3,000 and a Dock Sta-
tion valued at $100 were reported taken
from the residence.

Thursday, March 12, Bonnie R.
Rodriguez, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
on West South Avenue on a Fanwood
traffic warrant for $214. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and later turned over to the
Fanwood Police Department on default
of bail.

Thursday, March 12, Manuel Serpa,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Elm Street near
East Broad Street and charged with hin-
dering his own apprehension for alleg-
edly giving police a false name. He also
was arrested on three outstanding crimi-
nal warrants, including two from
Piscataway for a total of $1,250 and one
from Edison for $750. He was commit-
ted to the Union County jail on default of
$2,750 bail.

Saturday, March 14, Joseph Federico,
76, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court during a DWI
checkpoint. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with a motor vehicle sum-
mons to a responsible individual.

Sunday, March 15, Peter Tyliczka, 66,
of Old Bridge was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop at
Maryland Street and Grandview Avenue
during a DWI checkpoint. According to
police, he also was charged with reckless
driving for allegedly driving through the
traffic control devices (barricades) in an
attempt to avoid the checkpoint. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with motor
vehicle summonses to a responsible in-
dividual pending a court date.

Sunday, March 15, John W. Fischetti,
41, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at West North Avenue and Clark
Street. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased with traffic summonses to a re-
sponsible individual pending a court date.

Sunday, March 15, Nicholas Livolsi,
18, of Westfield was arrested on charges
of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop at Central Avenue and Frazee Court
during a DWI checkpoint. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released on his own re-
cognizance with a summons pending a
court date.

Sunday, March 15, Lisa M. Smith, 34,
of Jersey City was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at East North and Fourth
Avenues on two outstanding traffic war-
rants, one from East Orange for $500 and
the other from Newark for $185. She was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Sunday, March 15, Patrick W. Hughes,
19, of New Brunswick was arrested on
an outstanding New Brunswick traffic
warrant for $250 after a motor vehicle
stop at West Dudley and Forest Avenues.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail.

Sunday, March 15, a resident of the
400 block of Edgewood Avenue reported
that sometime between March 13 and 14
someone threw eggs at her motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of her house.
The eggs caused an unknown amount of
damage to the vehicle’s paint.

Sunday, March 15, Ismajl Berisha, 22,
of Westfield was arrested during a traffic
stop in the area of West South and Sum-
mit Avenues on an outstanding
Kenilworth traffic warrant. Berisha was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing $500 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 11, Nicholas W.

Androwski, 27, of Dunellen was arrested
on the 200 block of LaGrande Avenue on
charges of disorderly conduct and reck-
less behavior after he was observed al-
legedly trying to start a fire with card-
board and leaves in the street. He was
processed and given a summons to ap-
pear before the municipal court.

Saturday, March 14, Enrique Valez,
Jr., 53, of Dunellen was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Fanwood af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, March 15, Jack L. Barner, 51,
of Latrobe, Pa. was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Monday, March 16, a resident of Shasta
Pass reported that, sometime between
Sunday, March 15, at 10 p.m. and Mon-
day, March 16, at 6 a.m., someone stole
his locked 1998 black Honda Civic from
the street in front of his house.

Scotch Plains
Friday, March 13, Cedrie Brunson,

37, of Rahway was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Friday, March 13, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone damaged
her motor vehicle by throwing eggs at it.

Friday, March 13, police investigated
a hit-and-run accident on Portland Av-
enue. According to police, someone
struck the rear of a motor vehicle while it
was legally parked in the street.

Friday, March 13, Cassie Stolz, 31, of
Vauxhall was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Friday, March 13, Bryant Jacobs, 20,
and Macylse Brown, 21, both of
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. Accord-
ing to police, their motor vehicle was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation and
officers observed the marijuana between
the two individuals. They were trans-
ported to police headquarters where they
were processed and released.

Friday, March 13, Nafeesa Gary, 20,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice for allegedly
providing officers with a false name fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to police headquarters where
she was processed and released.

Sunday, March 15, a resident of Raritan
Road reported that someone made unau-
thorized purchases in the amount of $725
on her credit card.

Sunday, March 15, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that someone entered his unlocked mo-
tor vehicle and removed his iPod, valued
at approximately $600.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 10, Earl A. Price, 45,

of Newark was arrested at the Hillside
Police Department on an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $624. He was
processed and held due to failure to post
bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Betty Nicolas,
28, of Irvington was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Irvington after a
motor vehicle stop. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 11, a resident of
Blazo Terrace reported that someone re-
moved her blue, Midco garbage can with
serial number 98002792, valued at $81,
from the edge of her driveway.

Thursday, March 12, James S. Grant,
29. Out of Jersey City was arrested by the
Bayonne Police Department on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside in
the amount of $350. He was processed
and held for failure to post bail.

Thursday, March 12, a supervisor at
an eldercare facility on Route 22 re-
ported that someone removed a HP Pa-
vilion laptop valued at $1,000 from his
bag while at the facility. According to
police, the victim could not produce a
serial number of receipt for the com-
puter, stating it was a gift.

Friday, March 13, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that someone
requested a change of address without
his authorization on a line of credit he
opened. The victim contacted the finan-
cial institution to report the incident and
authorities are investigating.

Friday, March 13, Goodwin C.
Varghese, 47, of Bloomfield was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop. He
also was charged with outstanding war-
rants out of West Orange in the amount
of $400, and Ledgewood in the amount
of $700, police said. He was processed
and released.

Saturday, March 14, Sakinah A. Davis,
37, of Irvington was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. She was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

is something to look into, but warned
that a change like that would take
time.

One audience member suggested
an energy conservation plan as a way
of cost savings, saying, “Then, hope-
fully, these fees will go away because
we’ll have another way to do it.” Mr.
Del Sordi said professionals would
be meeting with the facilities com-
mittee in the upcoming week to dis-
cuss options.

“Please remember that we are your
fellow citizens,” Mrs. Nelson said.
“We pay the same taxes, our children
go to the same schools, and the deci-
sions that we make affect our families
as well.”

“We’ve had really good dialogue
tonight,” Mrs. Nelson added, noting
that, “Our residents here are good
people who care.”

Superintendent Hayes reminded the
audience not to get caught up in the
“doom and gloom.”

“There are many things in this bud-
get to celebrate,” Superintendent
Hayes said, noting the maintaining of
sports and music programs and new
textbooks as some examples. “We
will have a wonderful school district
opening in September.”

“We must pass this budget, nothing
else is acceptable,” she said, remind-
ing listeners to “keep those e-mails
[comments, suggestions] coming in.”

He added that there is “no reason why
Fanwood should be excluded” from
the sequence of who is called, and in
what order, in an emergency situa-
tion. Mr. Sullivan also said “people
are going to be paying” for private
ambulance service when they often
should not have to.

Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney told The Times this week
that “there are times the volunteers,
for whatever reason, are unable to
respond” to an emergency call. He
said that, “no one is being skipped
over” in the sequence of who is being
contacted to respond.

Mayor Malool said she wants the
police department to provide her with
its procedures on how calls are made,
and to which organizations, and why
the department wanted the February
resolution passed. She attributed the
rescue squad concerns to “a lack of
communication, or miscommunica-
tion, between the [township]
manager’s office and emergency ser-
vice providers.”

The mayor said the most important
thing is “making sure our residents
are adequately protected,” and, echo-
ing Chief Mahoney, she added a note
of gratitude for the volunteers who
operate the local rescue squad.

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield was critical of
what he said was Mr. Corzine’s deci-
sion “to end the long-standing deduc-
tion for property taxes that New Jer-
sey residents can take from their an-
nual income taxes.”

“Too many New Jersey
homeowners are struggling to stay in
their homes. This proposal will elimi-
nate a tax deduction that averages
$6,800 a year for each homeowner,”
Mr. Kean said. “The loss of the de-
duction would make home owner-
ship even harder for New Jersey resi-
dents who are struggling to make
ends meet during this recession. Gov-
ernor Corzine should immediately
withdraw this proposal to raise taxes
on middle class New Jersey by $500
million.”

Former United States Attorney for
New Jersey and Republican Guber-
natorial candidate Chris Christie said
the “speech by the governor is the
unfortunate culmination of the
Corzine-McGreevey era — seven
years of tax increases, irresponsible
spending, the doubling of our state
debt and, most importantly, a failure
to make the tough decisions.”

“The Wall Street philosophy of
spend now, borrow now and pay later
has driven New Jersey to be
unaffordable for its people. This bud-
get proposal is just more of the same
— higher state taxes, higher property
taxes and no accountability for the
pain that this lack of strong leader-
ship has caused the people of New
Jersey,” Mr. Christie said.

State Senate President Richard
Codey (D-27, West Orange) said the
governor “did today, what millions of
households across the country are
doing during this economic crisis,
scrubbing their budgets to find cost-
saving measures.”

“From top to bottom, we need to
make sure our limited funding is go-
ing where it is needed most. I think
the governor did a good job of priori-
tizing. Healthcare, education and se-
niors, all of our most vulnerable, are
seeing their resources protected or
even increased,” Mr. Codey said.

He said the Legislature would “pour
through this budget to see if we can
find even more cost-saving measures.”

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts
(D-Camden) called the spending plan
“the toughest budget I’ve ever seen.”

“We’re going to position this state
so that when things get better, which
we know that they will, we’re going
to be in a better shape than our neigh-
boring states,” Mr. Roberts said.
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Merck Workers Rally
Against Proposed Layoffs

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — Workers rallied outside
Merck’s Rahway facility on Monday af-
ternoon, protesting anticipated job cuts
among union workers on the facility’s
staff. Merck’s plan is to lay off 179 “pool”
workers from among the roughly 480
union employees at the site and subcon-
tract the positions.

The workers, represented by the United
Steelworkers, carried signs and wore but-
tons with a pink elephant, according to
Debby Eanucci, chief steward of the lo-
cal, representing something said by com-
pany negotiators in the first round of
these negotiations, that the “pink elephant
in the corner” was the intent to cut these
179 jobs.

Jim Conway, president of the Steel-
workers local, commented that the jobs
slated for replacement with non-union
workers were the lowest paid in the plant,
and that their elimination would strike

especially hard at African-Americans,
Hispanics and women. He noted that if
Merck goes through with the layoffs, there
would be fewer than 50 women remain-
ing among the union labor force at the
facility.

Among the signs being carried, some
pointed out that Richard Clark, Merck’s
chief executive officer, made $17.1 mil-
lion last year (a Wall Street Journal blog
post in February valued his compensation
at $19.9 million). A release by the union
said, “If the company claims to be ‘belt-
tightening,’ why did their CEO pay him-
self $17.3 million (sic) last year?”

Last week, a $41-billion merger of
Merck and Schering-Plough was an-
nounced. Both companies have major fa-
cilities in the area. A union press release
cites United Steelworkers Vice President
Fred Redmond as saying, “It’s outrageous
that Merck is using bailout money to buy
up a rival company and at the same time
slash jobs for longtime workers.”

Gail Driscoll, manager of public affairs
at Merck-Rahway, said, “We are in nego-
tiations with our union. Their contract
expires April 30...The principal objective
is to achieve an agreement that allows our
Rahway site to grow, compete and suc-
ceed in a tough business environment.”

Westfield Schools Face
Layoffs of 38 Personnel

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Caught between man-
dates limiting tax increases, flat state aid,
rising salaries and increasing benefit costs,
Westfield’s school board disclosed a bud-
get at Tuesday’s meeting cutting staff,
services and programs. Board member
Anne Riegel said cutting “38 positions in
the district, it makes us nauseous.”

Robert Berman, the school business
administrator, outlined the budget. A base
tax revenue of $74,286,461 plus a 4 per-
cent increase ($2,971,458), state aid of
$5,051,068 and $1,060,000 from the fund
balance and miscellaneous revenue yields
a revenue total of $83,368,987. With the
projected budget of $86,843,650, there is
a $3,474,663 shortfall.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan pre-
sented principles used to determine where
to cut – “reduce non-classroom expenses,
consolidate class sections, reduce cost of
programs, personnel changes, retirements,
under-enrolled high school classes and
eliminate co-curricular activities that were
budgeted but not run this year.”
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Legislative Office Drive
Benefits Westfield Pantry

WESTFIELD — More than 600
pounds of canned and other non-per-
ishable foods were donated to the
Westfield Food Pantry last week from
a collection drive organized by As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick’s office.

Mr. Bramnick thanked the many resi-
dents, businesses, friends and support-
ers who gave so generously to the drive.
“It was heartwarming to see people
dropping off bags and boxes of food to
our offices,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Workers from the legislative office
delivered the food to the pantry, lo-
cated at Holy Trinity School in
Westfield, and spent two hours sort-
ing through the donations and help-
ing stock the shelves.

Rosemarie O’Hare, the food pan-
try director, said she was “very grate-
ful,” explaining the end of the winter
“is always a dry season for us.”

The New Providence High School
Booster Club, Ameri-Health, an in-
surance firm based in Iselin, and Gary
Whyte of Mountainside were among
the biggest contributors, sponsoring
their own food drives to assist the
legislative office’s efforts.

“We wanted to collect and give a
little back,” said Mike Petronella, head
of the booster club that encouraged
donations at all the home basketball
games and wrestling matches. Mr.
Petronella also organized a food drive
at his office at State Farm Insurance
in Livingston.

Mr. Whyte said he was “thrilled” at
the public’s response when he asked
for donations at a comedy night he
hosted recently to benefit FOP, a dis-
abling genetic condition.

“I had six boxes set on a table, and
when I looked over at one point, they
were overflowing with food,” Mr.
Whyte said.

The food panty was established 26
years ago. It serves clients from
throughout Union County. Each
month, 125 to 150 families rely upon
the pantry for their meals, Ms. O’Hare
explained. She said the families,
which include about 400 people, are

referred to the pantry from local so-
cial service agencies, churches, hos-
pitals and sometimes even schools.

Volunteers from Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church, First United
Methodist Church, Temple Emanu-
El, St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church and the Westfield Service
League operate the pantry and fill the
food orders received from the refer-
ring agencies.

Ms. O’Hare said each order provides
10 to 14 days worth of food, using non-
perishable items from the pantry and
meats and dairy goods obtained through
the Community Foodbank of New Jer-
sey, based in Hillside, or other federal
and state programs.

The need for the food pantry has
become more acute due to the eco-
nomic downturn affecting everybody,
Ms. O’Hare said. In the past, she
explained most of her clients were
working-poor families. But she said
there is now an increasing number of
unemployed recipients and single-
person households.

Last summer, the pantry’s shelves
were bare, Ms. O’Hare said, recalling
how the community quickly rallied to
help.

“There has been an unbelievable
outpouring since the summer,” she said.

Valley Furniture Shop

PUT YOUR MONEY 
IN YOUR MATTRESS

SAVE 35%-65%

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop
sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009.
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate
on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. 

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort
and quality, making it an

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$3510
$4210
$4980
$6680

$2099
$2499
$2899
$3899

$2049
$2424
$2799
$3699

Savoy
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$1180
$1430
$3120
$4490

$659
$799
$1699
$2499

$646.50
$774
$1624
$2399

Jade
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$590
$750
$1670
$2590

$319
$409
$899
$1399

Crystal
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$440
$590
$1300
$2080

$239
$319
$699
$1149

Bancroft
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.

$300
$450

$99
$219

PLUS UP TO A $200 INSTANT CASH REBATE*
FREE MATRESS PAD WITH ALL PREMIUM SETS

SALE ENDS MARCH 31ST

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

42¢

Microban®

Disinfectant
For Mold, Mildew,

Odors, Fleas & Ticks

3M
Scotchguard
Also Available
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WHOLE HOUSE
Up to 6 Cleaning Areas

(Example- Living Room, Dining Room, Hall & 3 Bedrooms)

$159.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax.
May not be combined w ith other offers.

Standard 3-Seat
Sofa & Love Seat

$139.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not

be combined with other offers.

Call Today
for an Appointment

Greco Carpet Cleaning • 1-800-626-5556 • 1-908-233-2130
Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.GRECOCARPETCLEANING.COM

SPECIAL-2 ROOMS
$89.95

With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not
be combined with other offers.

Get Your Carpets 
Cleaned NOW

CARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGSCARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGS
Established

1960

50 Years
of Carpet
Cleaning

Archers Want Home At Oak
Ridge; Golfers Decry ‘Scam’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A near standing-
room crowd urged the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders to uti-
lize the old driving range at the now-
closed Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark for an archery facility as well as
for a bicycling path. Those sugges-
tions were met by strong opposition
from golfers, who gave ideas on how
to save the facility.

The freeholders’ fiscal affairs com-
mittee announced the “permanent”
closing of Oak Ridge in January fol-
lowing the recommendation by
County Manager George Devanney
in January. Mr. Devanney said
$400,000 of a total $700,000 in oper-
ating losses at the county’s three golf
courses occurred at Oak Ridge. The
county also operates Ash Brook in
Scotch Plains and Galloping Hill in
Union.

Jim Buettner of Cranford, a golfer
at Oak Ridge, said, he “didn’t even
know there were any plans for such
uses of that space.” He said he was
“*!*!*! off” by the board’s decision.

He said he attended Thursday’s
meeting to “publicly expose the whole
process as a total and utter sham.”

“George Devanney, Al Faella (di-
rector of parks and recreation and
community renewal) and Armando
Sanchez (director of golf operations)
have all stated that they would wel-
come new and creative ideas on how
to keep from having to close Oak
Ridge,” he said. “Nothing could be
further from reality.”

“We know now that the budgets
were not truly reflective of the ex-
penses at each course. The budget
doesn’t hold up when scrutinized,
and the studies do not exist,” Mr.
Buettner said.

“I can only conclude that this process
is all about a land grab, disguised as an
exercise in fiscal responsibility, to bal-
ance the budget,” Mr. Buettner said.

Kathy Torpey of Clark presented
the board with petitions signed by
450 golfers at Oak Ridge asking the
board to change its decision and keep
the course open.

Defending his decision, Mr.
Devanney said if the county “continued
to operate three golf courses, we would
have been cannibalizing ourselves.”

Mike Tully of Union led a large
contingent of archers who attended
the meeting. He said the 4H youth
archery group and Cranford Rod and
Gun Club had been using the old Trap
and Skeet range at Lenape Park for
archery since that facility closed in
2005.

He said a “small but dedicated”
group of archers found that there are
4,353 archery competitors in Union
County.

“Ours is a pastime for all walks of
people. Some of us can’t play soft-
ball, soccer or basketball. Some are or

were never the first picked to be on the
team in high school gym class. But we
can all be archers,” Mr. Tully said.

Clair Butler of Mountainside, a
senior Olympic nationals gold med-
alist in archery, gave her support for
an archery range at Oak Ridge.

“It does not help the sport if we
have no place to practice [in Union
County],” she said.

Eagle Scout Eric Rachman, a
Westfield High School senior, said he
created an archery storage facility as
well as archery targets for an archery
facility as part of his Eagle Scout
project. He said the plan was for the
facility to be located at Lenape Park
but that birdwatchers won out with a
bird sanctuary at the park.

Robert Dougherty, president of
Groundwork Elizabeth, proposed the
idea of a bicycling track at Oak Ridge.
He said an annual bicycling event in
Elizabeth has grown from 125 par-
ticipants five years ago to 600 later
this year.

“I think it (Oak Ridge bike path) is
an opportunity we can’t pass up,” Mr.
Dougherty said.

Jonathan Phillips, executive direc-
tor of Groundwork Elizabeth, said he
believes bicyclists and archers could
“coexist” at Oak Ridge. He said ex-
isting trails used for golf carts could
be easily used for bicycling.

He suggested the county look to
add an area for mountain biking,
which, unlike archery and bicycling,
could produce revenue for the county.

Tina Renna of Cranford said bicy-
cling and archery are “all great ideas.”

“We should get everything we
want…because we pay top dollar” in
county taxes, she said. But she warned
the archers not to be “pandering” to
the freeholders but rather “hold them
accountable.”

Allan Schimkowitz, an Oak Ridge
golfer from Cranford, said a proposal
to move the annual Musicfest event
from Nomahegan Park in Cranford to
Oak Ridge “boggles the mind.”

“Where are you going to park (at
Oak Ridge)?” he questioned.

He said 31,000 rounds of golf were
played at the Clark course last year. “I
don’t understand how this county
functions anymore,” Mr. Schimkowitz
said.

Mr. Devanney said the county plans
for Oak Ridge were never to leave the
space “dormant.” He said the county
would “move quickly” on the pro-
posed uses for the golf course.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the board wanted to “do the most
good for the most people.” He said
the freeholders have not discussed
any of the proposed uses for Oak
Ridge but want to keep the space “as
a productive piece of property.”

In terms of the golfers he said,
“You can’t keep everyone happy” but
that “some tough decisions have to
made.”

Vas Not Seeking Assembly

Reelection After Indictment
Democratic Assemblyman Joseph

Vas, the former mayor of Perth
Amboy, will not seek re-election to
his 19th District seat, according to
The Star Ledger.

The announcement follows Vas’
indictment last week by a state grand
jury on charges that he took $5,000 in
property and funds from the City of
Perth Amboy while he was mayor.

He was charged with conspiracy,
six counts of misconduct, official
misconduct, theft, misapplication of
government property and tampering
with public records in incidents that
occurred between June 17, 2003 and
September 27, 2007, The Ledger re-
ported.

Christie Widens Lead Over
Gov. Corzine to Nine Points

A Quinnipiac University poll re-
leased last week has Republican Gu-
bernatorial candidate Chris Christie
up nine points over Democratic in-
cumbent Jon Corzine. Governor
Corzine trailed Mr. Christie in a Feb-
ruary poll by six points.

Lesniak to Sue Federal Gov.
Over Ban On Sports Betting

State Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-
20, Union) said he would sue the
federal government in an effort to
overturn a 17-year-old ban on sports
betting. Mr. Lesniak, a Democrat,
has been pushing for an expansion of
betting to bring more cash into the
state’s coffers.

“People are doing it,” he told the
paper. “They’re doing it every day.
They’re doing it for the NCAA tour-
nament. They’re doing it for the Su-
per Bowl and professional football.
But we can’t regulate it and run it in
the State of New Jersey, and that’s
just unfair.”

Senator Lesniak said New Jersey

could net more than $100 million a
year from sports betting, based on the
state’s 8 percent tax imposed on gam-
ing revenues.
FBI Raids Offices of Information

Officer Designee for Obama
The FBI last week raided the Wash-

ington, D.C., offices of Vivek Kundra,
the man tapped to be President Barack
Obama’s chief information officer,
Fox News has reported.

Mr. Kundra was leaving his post as
the D.C. chief technology officer to
join the Obama administration. The
FBI probe is connected to allegations
of corruption but is not targeting
Kundra, Fox reported.

A March 5 White House press re-
lease stated that Mr. Kundra was se-
lected to be the federal chief informa-
tion officer because of his “depth of
experience in the technology arena
and a commitment to lowering the
cost of government operations to this
position.”

The chief information officer is
responsible for overseeing federal
technology spending.

Two New Members Join
Assembly to Fill Vacancies

Former Bridgeton City Council
President Celeste Riley and former
Hackettstown mayor and Warren
County Freeholder John DiMaio were
sworn as the new members of the
State Assembly on Monday,

Ms. Riley was selected Saturday
by Democratic committees in Salem,
Cumberland and Gloucester counties
to fill the seat vacated by Doug Fisher,
who was recently appointed state
agriculture secretary.

Mr. DiMaio succeeds Marcia
Karrow, who was appointed to the
State Senate in February to replace
Leonard Lance, the new Congress-
man for the Seventh District. Mr.
DiMaio will represent Warren and
Hunterdon Counties.

Budget is ‘Kick in Teeth’
To Small-Business Owners

TRENTON – The following is a
statement by Laurie Ehlbeck, state
director of the National Federation of
Independent Business/New Jersey,
reacting to Governor Jon Corzine pro-
posal to impose higher payroll taxes
on New Jersey’s small businesses:

“Facing the greatest economic crisis
in at least a generation, small-business
owners are doing everything they can to
meet payroll and keep their doors open.
In fact, many small employers are taking
drastic pay cuts for themselves to avert
laying off valued employees.

“While small employers sacrifice
and struggle to keep their businesses

afloat, Governor Corzine’s proposal to
raise payroll taxes is nothing short of a
kick in the teeth for New Jersey’s small
businesses. This ‘Hoover Tax’ will only
worsen unemployment as job provid-
ers get stuck with yet another bill from
Trenton they cannot afford.

“Raising taxes in the midst of a se-
vere economic downturn is part of the
‘What Not to Do’ chapter in the history
of the Great Depression. Gov.  Corzine
would be wise to read that chapter and
get back to the drawing board on a new
budget. Now is the wrong time to pun-
ish small employers [who] are already
having a hard time making ends meet.”

SP Rec. Offers On-Line
Signups for Programs
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Recreation Department has an-
nounced that all of its programs can
now be registered for online.

Residents and non-residents can
sign on and sign up for all programs
as well as renew their golf member-
ship, using either MasterCard or Visa
through the online site. Online regis-
tration is handled through Commu-
nity Pass, a web-based registration
service, specifically tailored to the
department’s needs.

To use the online service, visit
r eg i s t e r. c o m m u n i t y p a s s . n e t /
scotchplains.

Where will you spend your tax return?

How about a safe investment into your health and well being?  Common reactions
to the current economic times include fatigue and sleeplessness.  Create a comfort

zone to relax into every night, so you’ll be ready to take on the day.  Invest inInvest in
yourself.  Make this the year you start every day recharged and well rested.

Experience ...

T
H

E MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
(closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

Coming Soon!

The NodThe Nod

Shoppe
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Lung cancer, prepare to be 
blown away.

The state’s largest lung cancer program.
The Carol G. Simon Cancer Center at Morristown Memorial
Hospital and Overlook Hospital treats more patients and
performs more procedures than any other New Jersey hospital.
And our survival rates are above the national average. You'll
find a pulmonary center of excellence that brings together the 
best diagnostic services and treatments in every aspect of
pulmonary medicine, including minimally invasive surgery. 
We're the only hospital in the region with the ability to treat
inoperable tumors of the lung using CyberKnife technology.
Better treatments mean better outcomes, and shorter hospital
stays. So take a deep breath. We've got you covered.

For a physician referral call 866-391-1089. For more
information or to sign up for a free, personalized 
e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

This Is Westfield 200937th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

County Recycling Event
For Electronics on March 28

NEW PROVIDENCE – The
County of Union will sponsor a
recycling event for electronic
equipment on Saturday, March 28,
so Union County residents can get
rid of unwanted computers, televi-
sions and other electronic equip-
ment.

The recycling event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Alcatel-
Lucent, located at 600 Mountain Av-
enue in New Providence.

All residents of Union County are
eligible to participate at no cost. There
is a limit of six electronic items per
car.

Electronic equipment that will be
accepted on March 28 include com-
puter monitors, hard drives, modems,
keyboards, CPU’s, mice, printers,
scanners, speakers, televisions,
VCR’s, fax machines, telephones and
circuit boards.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their unwanted
electronic equipment. Workers at the
site will unload the vehicles.

Pre-registration is not required for
this special Saturday collection.

Refrigerators, washers and dryers,
microwaves and air conditioners will

not be accepted.
A complete list of the materials

that will be accepted on March 28 is
available at the Union County Bu-
reau of Planning and Environmental
Conservation website at ucnj.org/re-
cycle.

The electronics collection will
be held rain or shine, for Union
County residents only and not for
businesses. There is a limit of six
electronic items per vehicle. Proof
of Union County residency is re-
quired.

In addition to the special March 28
recycling event sponsored by county,
there are other local opportunities for
residents to recycle electronic equip-
ment. Visit ucnj.org/recycle for more
computer and electronics recycling
options.

An alternative drop-off program
for recycling electronics equipment
is available every Monday between 9
a.m. and 3 p.m. at the Newtech Recy-
cling Facility, located at 600-A Apgar
Drive in Somerset.

For more information about recy-
cling events, call the Union County
Recycling Hotline at (908) 654-
9889.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2009 RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP

A permit is required at a cost of $80.00.  The amount of material placed at the
curbside cannot exceed 750 pounds per permit.  More than one permit can be
obtained.  The permit fees must be paid for at the time of registration.  Each
registrant will be issued a sticker to be placed on the most prominent object placed
at the curbside.  Neighbors may share a permit, but all material must be placed at
the address of the designated permit holder.  Permit fees shall be non-
refundable.

Registration by Mail

Permits may be obtained by mail or downloaded from the Town website at
www.westfieldnj.gov.  Permits being sought through the mail are to be
postmarked no later than the following schedule:

Postmarked no later than
Ward 4 May 22, 2009
Ward 1 May 29, 2009
Ward 2 June 5, 2009
Ward 3 June 12, 2009

Residents are to mail the completed registration form with a check payable to
“Town of Westfield” to the Department of Public Works, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, NJ  07090, Attention: Residential cleanup.  DO NOT SEND
CASH.  Permits and decals will be mailed back to the resident.  Registrants should
have a general idea of what they will be placing at curbside when they purchase
the permit to determine whether they will need to purchase more than one permit.

In Person Registration

Permits may also be obtained in person at the Westfield Public Works Center, 959
North Avenue, West. Residents are to complete the attached registration application
and bring it to the above address along with a check or money order payable to
the Town of  Westfield.  Cash will not be accepted.  Permits will be sold in
accordance with, and not after, the following schedule:

Wards 4, 1, 2 & 3

Mon. - Fri. May 4 - 8 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 11 - 15 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 18 - 22 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tues. – Thurs. May 26 - 28 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 1, 2 & 3 only

Mon. – Thurs. June 1 – 4 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 2 & 3 only

Mon. - Thurs. June 8 - 11 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ward 3 only

Mon. - Thurs. June 15 - 18 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

SPRING 2008 COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Collection of materials will be made BY WARD according to the following schedule
during the month of June. If you are unsure what ward you reside in, please call
the DPW at 908-789-4100 ext. 4600.  For more information on the Town’s permit
based cleanup program, please call: 908-789-4100 extension 4600 or visit the
Town Website at www.westfieldnj.gov

Ward 4 June 1 - 5

Ward 1 June 8 - 12

Ward 2 June 15 - 19

Ward 3 June 22 - 26

CAMPAIGN START...Keith Loughlin gathers signatures last weekend as a
candidate for Westfield Town Council, Fourth Ward. Pictured are Hope Skibitsky,
left, and Tiffany Cayado, both of Westfield. Mr. Loughlin invites the public to his
Campaign Kick-Off Reception on Monday, March 30, from 6:30 ot 8:30 p.m. at
The James Ward Mansion, located at 169 East Broad Street in Westfield. For
more information, see keithloughlin.com.

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

March 31 Last Day
To Register To Vote

WESTFIELD –  The last day to
register to vote in the April 21 school
election is Tuesday, March 31. To
register to vote, an individual must be
a native-born or naturalized United
States citizen who is 18 years of age
by election day, a resident of the state
and county at least 30 days before an
election and not denied right to vote
due to either court adjudication of
idiocy or insanity, not serving a sen-
tence, or on parole or probation for an
indictable offense.

Registration forms are available on-
line at westfieldnjk12.org/election
and from the municipal clerk in
Westfield at 550 East Broad Street or
at the County Board of Elections at
271 North Broad Street in Elizabeth
and at motor vehicle agencies and the
League of Women Voters.

The form can be mailed or brought in
person to the municipal clerk or county
commissioner of registration. Applica-
tions for absentee ballots are also avail-
able on westfieldnjk12.org/election.

Christie Calls Pension
Deferrals ‘Irresponsible’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Republican Gubernato-
rial candidate Chris Christie said
Monday that the state aid cuts to
suburban towns were “another chance
[for Governor Jon Corzine] to take a
shot at taxpayers in towns like
[Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside].”

Westfield’s municipal aid is down
4 percent, or $167,000, while neigh-
boring Scotch Plains will have aid cut
2.5 percent or $73,000. Both towns’
school aid will remain flat this year.

Mr. Christie also said the Governor’s
support of deferring $900 million in
state pension payments was a bad idea.
The State Legislature approved a bill
Monday that will allow counties and
municipalities to defer up to 50 per-
cent of their pension obligations this
year to lower property taxes.

“He (Corzine) is saying ‘hey towns,
come to the party of fiscal irresponsi-
bility,” Mr. Christie said. “This is
going to hurt everybody who works
in those towns, including law en-
forcement officers.”

“Those payments are going to re-
quire another 8 percent interest if
they (towns) defer those payments,”
Mr. Christie said. “This is fiscal irre-
sponsibility of the highest order.”

During Monday’s teleconference
call with reporters, including this
newspaper, Mr. Christie said it was
“time to stop the pain that Governor
Corzine has inflicted on New Jersey’s
middle class.”

He said the Governor’s budget pro-
posals, including the elimination of
the property tax deduction on state
income taxes and of tax rebates for
those making over $75,000, “are go-
ing to cost the average New Jersey
family…$1,500 to $2,000.”

“It’s unacceptable to punish honest
hard-working taxpayers and busi-
nesses that have stayed here in New
Jersey with higher income taxes,
higher business taxes and now even
higher property taxes,” he said. “In
this economic environment, income
taxes should not be raised; business
taxes should not be increased. Prop-
erty tax relief cannot be slashed.”

He called on the Legislature to re-
instate the property tax deduction and
to restore the tax rebates.

Mr. Christie said the Governor was
“not forthright” with his budget, say-
ing the budget is going up from $30.9
billion in the Fiscal Year 2009 spend-
ing plan to $32.04 billion when the
$2.2 billion in federal stimulus funds
are included.

“The Governor himself says this

(stimulus) is for current operations
and for budget relief. That means that
money is being spent this year for
current operations. It is not intellec-
tually honest to say that we are spend-
ing $29.84 billion. We are spending
$32.04 billion, which is a little more
than a billion dollars more than what
they are projected to spend in Fiscal
Year ‘09,” Mr. Christie said.

He said Mr. Corzine is “putting his
hand in their (middle class families)
pocket rather than trying to reduce
the size of state government.” When
asked where he would cut jobs, he
said he would make “across-the-board
layoffs to make sure we reduce the
size and scope of state government.”

Mr. Christie said the state should
look at revenues first, then create a
budget set around priorities, instead of
assuming every program merits a bud-
get increase.

Correction
A story published in the March 12

issue incorrectly stated the name of a
vendor for one of the county’s insur-
ance contracts. Everest National Insur-
ance Company received the contract,
replacing AIG. Also Elizabeth
Genievich, director of Administrative
Services, was quoted not county engi-
neer Thomas Mineo as reported.

Devanney: Pension Deferral
Will Stave Off Further Cuts
ELIZABETH — The pension-de-

ferral bill has passed both the Senate
and Assembly. Union County offi-
cials have said the passage of the
legislation will stave off further
workforce reductions and service dis-
ruptions.

Union County Manager George
Devanney said he has “strongly sup-
ported the measure,” which was in-
cluded in his executive budget re-
leased in January.

“We agree that it is time to tighten
our belts,” Mr. Devanney said, noting
Union County has taken steps to real-
ize $5 million in salary reductions,
eliminate services such as the closure
of the Oak Ridge golf course in Clark,
realize $1 million in savings through
negotiated employee givebacks and
generate more than $1.5 million in
new revenues.

Mr. Devanney said he talked to
many county executives and North
Jersey mayors who also lent their
support and wrote letters.

“We are painfully aware that this
historic recessionary period has
placed extraordinary pressure on
property taxpayers,” Mr. Devanney
said. “The pension deferral should be
looked upon as New Jersey’s ‘stimu-
lus package’ to assist local and county
governments by staving off further
layoffs, additional tax increases and
reductions in government services.”

The county manager thanked the
Union County Senate and Assembly
delegations for “ensuring the passage
of this bill, as well as the many local
officials who supported it.”

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303
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Elimination of Property Tax Deduction
Is Call for Total Overhaul of Taxation

After 100 Years, the Community
Spirit of Generosity Still Lives

Letters to the Editor

On Sunday, March 8, the Children’s
Specialized Hospital Auxiliary held its Cen-
tennial celebration and fundraiser at 16
Prospect in Westfield. The festive event, a
wine tasting and auction, successfully raised
almost $10,000. In a difficult economy, it
was amazing to witness the incredible gen-
erosity of those who contributed.

On behalf of the Auxiliary, I wish to

extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who
supported our fundraiser and helped to make
our celebration both enjoyable and success-
ful.

A special thanks to Tim and Chris Boyle,
owners of 16 Prospect, along with Rodney
Rose from Allied Beverages and Jason
Bass from Sysco Foods, for generously
sponsoring the wine tasting. We would also
like to thank Jon Bramnick for agreeing to
take on the duties of auctioneer. Mr.
Bramnick did an excellent job of motivat-
ing the crowd, in a very entertaining way,
insuring its success.

One of the most thoughtful acts of gener-
osity came from two young 16 Prospect
employees. Bartenders Teal and Estrella,
without solicitation, generously donated to
the hospital in support of the children. They
are a beautiful example of the kind of be-
nevolent spirit the people of this commu-
nity have always given to Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital.

It was just that kind of spirit that gave rise
to the Young Ladies Auxiliary 100 years
ago.

Gail Sloan
Westfield

CSH Aux. President

In any discussion of Governor
Corzine’s budget proposal, it is important
to remember that there is a reason why
property taxes (up to $10,000) are de-
ductible on the state income tax return.

The concept of federalism incorpo-
rates the idea that there is a proper sepa-
ration of powers between the federal gov-
ernment and the various states.

For this reason, state taxes are deduct-
ible at a federal level when one itemizes.
Similarly, the idea of “home rule” was
still prevalent when the state income tax
was adopted as a means of reducing the
reliance of school funding on the taxation
of property. Again, the intent was to main-
tain a proper separation between the pow-
ers of the state and the lower levels of
government.

Much has changed over the years, with
both the state and judiciary taking ever-
widening roles in what used to be strictly
county or local affairs.

And certainly, a system which taxes
our house as an income-producing prop-
erty (i.e., a farm), regardless of our ability
to pay, deserves more of a discussion of a
total overhaul than it is getting. But make
no mistake: the deductibility of property
taxes was meant to be a demarcation; it
should not be blurred further (even with
the short term goal of maintaining levels
of aid to municipalities) without a broader
discussion of where that line should be.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Balagan – A hut built on stilts by the

Tartars
2. Tantivy – A swift, full gallop
3. Taraxacin – A bitter substance from

the root of the common dandelion
4. Yoicks – A cry used for urging on the

hounds in fox hunting

RUNNEL
1. A small channel or watercourse
2. A marine fish that ascends rivers to

spawn
3. A large pole used to motivate a raft

down a stream
4. A small European hawk

GLACK
1. Soft sleet or hail
2. A narrow mountain pass
3. Corn meal, mush
4. Discontent

DAGSWAIN
1. A type of dagger
2. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-

ing hot coffee cups
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A high, rocky hill

RUGOSE
1. Covered with wax
2. Tending to cause blisters
3. Having a rough and dry surface
4. Full of wrinkles or ridges

More letters on pages 5, 18

Arts, Entertainment Help
People ‘Laugh at Realities’

Gov., You Asked for Suggestions...

It comes as no surprise that historically, during down
economic times, movie houses flourished.

Offering escapism from the prevailing malaise and
misfortunes present on Wall Street and in everyday life,
the movies provided the nation with two hours of
jubilance that took place in “fantasy worlds.”

One would think the 1930s would be a dour period of
stagnation that reflected the depression occurring in
people’s lives. Not so.

In 1931, the “Star-spangled Banner” became our
National Anthem. Scientists began dappling in tech-
nology that would be the precursor to television. Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover unveiled the world’s tallest build-
ing, the Empire State Building, in 1931.

Penicillin was first used clinically; Picasso created
the “Guernica” in 1937, and Amelia Earhart made it
two-thirds away around the world.

In the entertainment field, we experienced great
works such as “The Grapes of Wrath” and “Gone With
the Wind.” The period offered everything from Snow
White to the advent of crime-fighting superheroes to
The Wizard of Oz.

It should, therefore, come as no surprise that the arts
are thriving now, despite the public’s ever-declining
discretionary incomes and the government’s ever-tight-
ening belt, which will lead inevitably to a slashing of
funds and a gnashing of teeth.

This past weekend, both Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Westfield High Schools performed exquisite plays,
with Westfield taking Kiss Me, Kate and Scotch Plains
offering Guys and Dolls.

“Kate” transports audiences backstage and onstage
to watch two feuding romantic couples during a touring
production of The Taming of the Shrew.

“Guys” revolves around Nathan Detroit, the orga-
nizer of the oldest established permanent floating crap
game in New York.

With great songs like “Too Darn Hot” and “Luck be
a Lady,” these musicals can enthrall and uplift, with
great, original characters. Kudos to all involved with
these great productions.

A similar kudos to Jack Panosh and Trent Johnson of
the Oratorio Singers, who performed Beethoven and
Schubert works, as well as a new work by Mr. Johnson,
the director of the Oratorio Singers.

The arts are certainly alive and well in Union County,
and we could dedicate an entire column to all those who
make it possible.

Regardless of the inevitable vanishing of funding for
the arts, their enduring spirit cannot be extinguished.
Anything creative and spontaneous can never truly
cease to exist. It will continue to survive, whether on
street corners and subways, as it does in New York City,
or the most opulent arts houses we boast in New Jersey.

Schools across New Jersey celebrated “Read Across
America Day” on March 2, the birthday of Theodore
Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss. Perhaps more than
ever, it is apropos to quote this man. “I like nonsense; it
wakes up the brain cells. Fantasy is a necessary ingre-
dient in living; it’s a way of looking at life through the
wrong end of a telescope, which is what I do, and that
enables you to laugh at life’s realities.”

Governor Jon Corzine invites the public to submit
their budget ideas for his consideration. You can do this
by filling out the form on the Internet at nj.gov/gover-
nor/home/ — the Internet page is titled “Citizen Sug-
gestions for FY 2010 Budget” and states “Governor
Corzine welcomes the opportunity to consider your
recommendations and suggestions for his proposed FY
2010 Budget.”

We urge our readers to submit their budget ideas to
the Governor. We submitted the following ideas to
Governor Corzine for consideration. We’d like to hear
yours as letters to the editor.

Dear Governor Corzine,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide our input.

The fiscal problems faced by the State of New Jersey
and the nation are complex. The solutions seem to be
lost in a morass of even more complex and extreme
financial manipulations – the bizarre stimulus of tril-
lions of dollars, the deferment on pension payments
and taxes imposed on taxes.

But ultimately, our problems have been caused by
simple truths – decades of avarice and deceit that
infiltrated our political and business leadership. The
public was not on guard. The plague is still with us, as
evidenced by the likes of Bernard Madoff, the execu-
tives of AIG, and the numerous indicted elected offi-
cials in our state and elsewhere.

Still, the solution can be simply stated – “Restore the
guiding principles of our nation – that of integrity and
selflessness.” Please lead in the change from our “Cul-
ture of Corruption” to a “Society of Integrity.” Reward
those of good heart and punish those of avarice and
deceit. Apply this to all levels of government, including
state, county, municipalities, education districts, com-
missions, utilities, etc. Insist on the same from busi-
nesses and the person on the street.

Enough of banality, you need specifics. We offer a
few things:

Declare a “Fiscal State of Emergency” to give you
the necessary powers and require elected officials to
lead by example.

Avoid layoffs by making sweeping changes in com-
pensations, such as below:

1. Cap the total compensation to a maximum of

$200,000 from all sources for all individuals paid by
the state (including college presidents, school superin-
tendents, freeholders, department heads, football
coaches, commissioners – no exceptions, no bonuses
or other forms of compensation allowed; no dual-office
holding or multiple government positions).

2. Reduce the total compensation of those currently
making over $75,000 such as by a graduated formula
with compensation reduction at 0 percent at $75,000
rising to 20 percent reduction at $200,000.

3. Eliminate patronage jobs. Make appointees actually
perform a useful function; pay them only if a timesheet
confirms that they actually show up for work. Reduce the
amount of paid commissioners by 40 percent.

4. Eliminate the “golden fleeced” retirement system
that is based on the three highest years of salary.
Institute a pay-as-you-go system, with defined amounts,
and do not saddle the taxpayer with undefined and
unfunded speculation.

5. Make it unlawful to only lay off those at the bottom
so as to reach budget requirements. Eliminate discrimi-
nation of non-union workers when faced with layoffs.

6. Require unions to adjust compensation of workers
such that layoffs do not occur within existing budget
frameworks.

7. Specifically, prevent teacher layoffs by requiring
the unions to adjust individual compensations to fit
within funds available; include all levels of manage-
ment in this executive decree.

In the areas of malfeasance: Eliminate conflicts of
interest by legislators in all areas such as from law
firms, investment firms, developers, engineering firms
and insurance companies. Eliminate Pay to Play.

Freeze new initiatives until our financial house gets
back in order: Suspend COAH (Council on Affordable
Housing) and all other new initiatives.

Give businesses a fighting chance in New Jersey to
hang on to their loyal employees. Stop taxing to oblivion
the only engine that drives the economy.

Bring an end to usury interest rates on mortgages and
credit cards.

Let’s instill justice in the hearts of men, not with
lawsuits. Clarence Darrow said, “There is no justice in
or out of the court.”

Brennan Says Westfield Town Budget
Needs Transparency and ‘Revamping’
The Westfield Municipal Budget pro-

cess needs to be revamped and improved.
At a minimum, we need to have more
transparency.

A recent editorial, in this paper, stated
that budgets should be open and clear and
that “The Town of Westfield is not as
open as it has been prior to the introduc-
tion of the budget.” Quite frankly, the
Town of Westfield is secretive in the
manner in which it formulates its budget.
The budget meetings are not open to the
public. In fact, it appears that there is a
deliberate plan to keep the public from the
budget process.

Although there are nine elected mem-
bers of the governing body, only four
members attend the budget meetings. The
number of attendees is not randomly se-
lected. The number is deliberately fixed
to avoid public meetings. If five council
members attend, the meetings must be
advertised and subject to the Sunshine
Laws, which mandate that the meetings
be open to the public.

I recently asked to attend the budget
meetings and was told that I could not
attend. Even though the town will be
deciding how our tax dollars will be spent,
you, as a taxpaying citizen, are not al-
lowed to observe the process. Even though
the municipal portion of the budget is
over $30,000,000, you are prevented, by
the people you elected, to see how they
decide to spend your hard-earned money.

It is time to open the doors and win-
dows and let the sunshine in. There are no
valid reasons why the meetings should be
held behind closed doors. First of all, I
will mention, in the spirit of transparency,
that the councilman in charge of the bud-
get meetings offered to sit down with me
and explain the budget and answer my
questions. Although I appreciate the of-
fer, the public should be allowed to attend
the meetings to observe and draw its own
conclusion as to how our money is being
spent.

We should be able to see what ques-
tions are being asked, which of our elected
officials have good ideas for saving tax
dollars and observe the give-and-take of
these sessions. A reservation was ex-
pressed that the public should not be privy
to discussions regarding individual em-
ployees who may be the subject of layoffs
or cuts. That concern is valid;however, it
is not a justification for closing the entire
budget process.

The sunshine laws, which require open
meetings, allow the governing body to go
into “executive session.” The public is
rightfully excluded whenever personnel
matters are discussed. These rules apply
to all public meetings, including budget
sessions. Therefore, conversations regard-
ing individual employees will be kept
private. Moreover, the overwhelming
majority of budget sessions do not in-
volve discussions regarding individual
employees.

Margaret Dolan, the Superintendent of
our Westfield School System, recently
advertised their budget hearings which
are open to the public, are taped and
televised on WHS-TV 36. There are at
least seven meetings where the budget is
discussed at open public sessions. There
are no valid reasons why the mayor and
council should not follow the BOE lead

and open the process.
Although the council does hold one

public hearing on the budget, this hearing
is conducted after all the budget meetings
are held and after the budget is, for the most
part, finalized. I certainly do not mean to
suggest that anything improper takes place
during these budget sessions. The mem-
bers of the council on the finance commit-
tee are well-intentioned, hard-working
volunteers who serve our town.

However, open the doors, pull back the
shades and let the taxpayers attend the
meetings where decisions are made that
affect our wallets and pocketbooks. We
need more – not less – transparency,
especially when the mayor and council
will likely unveil a budget that will, once
again, raise our taxes. We have many
talented residents in town who may de-
cide to come to a budget meeting or watch
the meetings on TV. In fact, just maybe,
our residents will have an idea or sugges-
tion that our council did not think of!

William Brennan
Westfield

Lance: AIG Bonuses
Are Outrageous

Rep. Leonard Lance (NJ-07), a mem-
ber of the House Financial Services Com-
mittee, in a letter to Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner said, “I am outraged by
the massive bonus payments announced
by AIG...I ask that you immediately ex-
amine all legal options to recover tax-
payer funds from companies like AIG
that have abused the privilege of taxpayer
assistance. These levels of payments to
executives are excessive considering AIG
has accepted $173.3 billion in taxpayer
funds and recently reported a 2008 fourth
quarter loss of more than $60 billion.
Equally troubling is the fact that these
bonus payments are going to executives
at the AIG financial products unit – the
same business unit that the Wall Street
Journal said was “at the heart of AIG’s
collapse last fall.”

Are Redistricting Costs
Really $2.5 Million?

I have read with interest the debate over
redistricting students to Edison Intermedi-
ate High School from Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate High School. The only people who seem
to be in favor of the move are the members
of the school board. Parents in the Washing-
ton School district are adamantly against it.

Smaller classes are probably better, but
whether the class size is 25 or 27, this
difference seems insignificant. My own
experience is high school class sizes were
33 to 37, with one teacher and no teacher’s
aide.

If Mr. (Lee) Stoller’s claims are factual,
that the cost of moving students from
Roosevelt to Edison would exceed $2.5
million, then the board of education is being
fiscally irresponsible. Our taxes are already
out of hand, and it has prompted a number
of my friends to move out of Westfield.

I would suggest a new look at this situa-
tion from a fiscal point of view. Where is the
money coming from to support this move?
If it means further raising our taxes in these
financially stressful times, then the move
must be stopped.

Thomas Conheeney
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Stoller’s documents
attached to his letter last week along with
reports from the Westfield Public School
system are posted on the Internet; see
goleader.com/features/ for these documents.

A Standing Ovation to
All the Guys and Dolls
We had the pleasure of attending the

opening night of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s Repertory Theatre pro-
duction of Guys and Dolls and are still
talking about the outstanding talent who
presented this musical.

To single one performer out of all the
actors who sparkled on the stage would be
an injustice. Everyone involved in this
production, from the musicians, to the
performers, to the staff, are to be con-
gratulated and appreciated. A standing
ovation to all the guys and dolls. We had
a wonderful evening in the theatre.

Barbara and Sheldon Roskin
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium Statement

In response to the recent event in
Fanwood [brochure distributed], we the
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium – representing not only the
faith communities, service organizations,
and governmental bodies but the diverse
people of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
crossing racial, ethnic, religious, and so-
cioeconomic lines – stand in solidarity in
rejecting any attempts to create division
in our community. The promise of
America and the common hope of hu-
manity, is that we all bring our unique
selves to the creation of a better world.
We would drown out this flash of hatred
with a flood of sympathy and fellow-
feeling and reach out to all who may be in
pain. Know that we feel the hurt of each
and every resident and stand ready to do
what is necessary to become a strong and
whole community.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium: Rabbi Joel Abraham,  Temple
Sholom; Cantor Matthew Axelrod, Con-
gregation Beth Israel; Rev. Kevin Brennan,
Evangel Church; Rev. Cynthia Cochran-
Carney, Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church; Msgr. Sean Cunneen, Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Parish; Ms. Karin
Dreixler, Exec. Dir. FSP YMCA; Mr. Jim
Grover Scotch Plains Baptist Church;
Margaret Hayes, SPF Superintendent of
Schools; Mr. Barak Hermann, Exec. Dir.
JCC of Central New Jersey; Rev. Chaz
Hutchison, Scotch Plains Baptist Church;
Rev. David Jahnke,  Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church; Rev. Daviel Ju, First United
Methodist Church; Ms. Barbara Kopel,
Emmanuel Cancer Center Foundation;
Mayor Nancy Malool;  Rev. Douglas
McCulley, Scotch Plains Christian Church;
Ms. Kathy Mitchell, Borough of Fanwood;
Rabbi George Nudell, Congregation Beth
Israel; Rev. William Page, Terrill Road
Baptist Church; Father John Paladino, St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catho-
lic Church; Rev. Kelmo Porter, St. John’s
Baptist Church; Rev. Jane Rockman, All
Saints’ Episcopal Church; Mr. Don
Wussler, St. Bartholomew.

Renna: Union County Watchdog
Association Celebrates Sunshine Week

Sunshine Week is a national initiative to
open a dialogue about the importance of
open government and freedom of informa-
tion. Participants include print, broadcast
and online news media, civic groups, librar-
ies, non-profits, schools and others inter-
ested in the public’s right to know.

Though spearheaded by journalists, Sun-
shine Week is about the right to know what
its government is doing and why. Sunshine
Week seeks to enlighten and empower
people to play an active role in their govern-
ment at all levels, and to give them access to
information that makes their lives better and
their communities stronger.

Sunshine Week is a non-partisan initia-
tive whose supporters are conservative, lib-
eral and everything in between. Sunshine
Week 2009 theme encourages citizens to
“be a hero” and “get involved.”

The Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion (UCWDA) relies heavily on New
Jersey’s Open Public Records Act. To learn
more about how you can investigate your
government by using the OPRA please visit
these sites and take advantage of their re-
sources.

A seminar on how to use the New Jersey’s
Open Public Records Act will be held on
Thursday, March 26 at Bergen Community
College. For more information and to regis-
ter please visit njpa.org/download_files/
Public percent20Records percent20flyer

percent20- percent20web.pdf.
An on-line resource is the Open Public

Records Act Symposium held at Rutgers
University, which covers everything you
wanted to know about OPRA and didn’t
know. Who to ask can be found at
springfieldtruth.com/findingout/.

An on-line library of information on the
OPRA can be found at the New Jersey
Foundation for Open Government website,
njfog.org, which also sponsors a free listserve
where you can post questions and receive
advice from open government activists and
proponents from around the state.

Tina Renna
UCWDA President

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757
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Westfield Municipal Court Releases
Parking Notice to Businesses

DRDRDRDRDRUG STUG STUG STUG STUG STOREOREOREOREORE
243 E. Broad Street, Westfield   (908) 232-6680

Hallmark Cards • Gifts for Everyone • Cosmetics • Health & Beauty-Aids
Fine Fragrances • Crabtree & Evelyn • Caswell-Massey • Yankee Candle

Open 7 days a week

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A NEW PHARMACY
PLEASE CONSIDER BARON’S DRUG STORE

• We are always friendly and helpful.

• Our pharmacists are always available to answer your questions.

• SAME PRESCRIPTION CO-PAY AS YOU PAY NOW.

• We are open every day (weekdays 9am-9pm; Sat & Sun 9am-6pm).

• We offer FREE DELIVERY every day Monday thru Saturday.

• FREE PARKING on Sundays.

• We can easily transfer your prescription to our store.

Barons Drug Store
Ask about Implant Ask about Implant Ask about Implant Ask about Implant supported denturesupported denturesupported denturesupported denturessss    

908-322-7800 
the2thline@aol.com                                  567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ www.dentalcare-nj.com 

Most Insurances Accepted ���� Interest Free Financing 

It’s time for new dentures!It’s time for new dentures!It’s time for new dentures!It’s time for new dentures!    

*Reg. $3580-$3700 �Add’l fees may be incurred 
Present this ad � Not valid with other offers 

Dr. R. Scalera Jr. � Expires 6/30/09  WL 

If your denturesIf your denturesIf your denturesIf your dentures    …………    

• Are loose 

• Over 5 years old 

• Have been repairedMany times 
 

OrOrOrOr    …………    

• You would like to 

Improve your smile 
 

    

Then call …Then call …Then call …Then call …    

• For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare associates 

 will provide all your denture needs. 

Upper  LowerUpper  LowerUpper  LowerUpper  Lower    

DenturesDenturesDenturesDentures****    

1 hour denture repairs1 hour denture repairs1 hour denture repairs1 hour denture repairs    

3 hour lab relines3 hour lab relines3 hour lab relines3 hour lab relines    

Laboratory on premisesLaboratory on premisesLaboratory on premisesLaboratory on premises    
    

all repairs scheduleall repairs scheduleall repairs scheduleall repairs schedule    permittingpermittingpermittingpermitting    

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

On Charging for After-School Activities
While I’m no artist, I submit my letter

as the following editorial cartoon regard-
ing the charging of $100 per player to

participate in after-school activities.

Neal Acito
Scotch Plains

Please meet

Mayor Andy Skibitsky

To Sign His Petition

For Re-election

Saturday, March 21
from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Bagel Chateau in Westfield
At the

223 South Ave. E.

Paid for by “Re-Elect Andy Skibitsky for Mayor”
Bill Kelly, Treasurer, 1121 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track
sales@goleader.com - (908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — If you or your cus-
tomer paid for parking using a Pay Station
but entered the wrong spot number and
received a parking ticket...

Please Be Advised:
If a person parks in a spot, and pays for

parking using the Pay Station but enters a
wrong number, they may:

Write a letter to the Municipal Court
requesting a review of the ticket to see if
it may be dismissed. Include the original
receipt from the Pay Station. Include the
issued summons or a copy of it.

Address your letter to the Municipal
Judge at: Municipal Court

Municipal Building
425 E. Broad Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090
Upon receipt of the above information,

the Municipal Prosecutor will review the
above documents to see if it may be
dismissed. It is important to note that
there is no guarantee that it will be dis-
missed. If the Municipal Prosecutor feels
there is no justification to dismiss the
ticket, it will be returned to the person,
who should then follow regular court
proceedings in contesting a ticket.

The Parking Office has no authority to

dismiss these tickets. Please do not ask
them to do so, or inform anyone that they
can. Only the Municipal Prosecutor can
make this decision.

Please be clear that this is not an auto-
matic dismissal. Each case will be re-
viewed to see if it meets the criteria for a
dismissal. For example, if someone parks
in spot 132, but enters spot 123 in the Pay
Station, the Prosecutor may dismiss it.
However, if someone parks in spot 132,
and provides a receipt for spot 682, it will
not be dismissed.

Also, it is a criminal offense in New
Jersey to offer to a public official a receipt
from the pay station that was not properly
obtained by that person (NJSA 2C:21-
3.b). Example, a person receives a park-
ing ticket for failure to pay for parking,
and then submits a parking receipt from
another legitimate user, or a receipt that
was found on the ground.

The best way to avoid a summons is to
properly pay for the time that one expects
to be in that spot. It works for the over-
whelming amount of people that use our
lots each day.

For more information on the Munici-
pal Court, visit westfieldnj.gov.

Letters to the Editor

$3.5 Million Gap – ‘No Choice But
To Cut School Staff and Programs’

Why I Am Running for the Westfield
Board of Education – Rich Mattessich
My name is Rich Mattessich, and I am

a candidate for the Westfield Board of
Education. Since declaring my candidacy,
I have had the opportunity to speak with
many of you at social events, our children’s
sporting events or just walking door to
door to solicit your feedback. While there
are many issues to discuss, this week, I
would like to address a very basic ques-
tion that resonated through many conver-
sations.

Many of you asked a simple question –
Why would I run for such a position?

Westfield enjoys a tradition of excel-
lence in education. That is no accident. It
is the mosaic formed by the hard work of
many – our board of education, superin-
tendent and administrators, who labor
through the tough decisions we rarely
have to worry about; our teachers who
take a keen human interest in our children
every day; all of the parents who volun-
teer countless hours to ensure our
children’s success and, of course, our
children, who work hard to succeed using
all of the tools that our educational system
provides.

Yet we are now living through a critical
period that is unprecedented in most of
our lifetimes. The economy continues to
struggle, and we are all painfully aware of
the many job losses, salary and budget
cuts that seem to fill our everyday lives. It
will require extraordinary leadership over
the next few years if we are to maintain
the level of excellence in our community’s
educational system that we have come to
take for granted. I believe my skills, expe-
rience and dedication qualify me for that
challenge.

The decisions the board of education

will be forced to make going forward will
impact every one of us – whether or not
we have children in school – because they
will impact the attractiveness, quality and
reputation of Westfield as a community.
We simply cannot afford to allow our
tradition of excellence to falter, and there-
fore, we must ensure a strong partnership
between the board and the citizens of
Westfield in order to work through emerg-
ing issues.

Recently, the board put the spotlight on
just one issue of significance – projected
enrollment increases in a time of shrink-
ing budgets. No doubt this issue will
linger as the board seeks to fulfill the
goals set forth in its current five-year plan
— a plan called into question by many
before the ink was even dry. A plan that is
likely to be implemented in the face of
year-over-year budget shortfalls. Success
will require open dialogue with parents.
Success will require listening and analyz-
ing all options before rendering deci-
sions. Success will require transparency.

I am confident that my strong legal,
business and financial background will
allow me to lead with a sense of fiscal
responsibility, openness and fairness to
all. As many of you know, I am a practic-
ing attorney, I have an MBA in Finance,
and I have also worked as a CPA. I have
significant experience in project manage-
ment and business planning, am an expe-
rienced team leader and have counseled
many Boards of Directors over the years.

So the simple answer to the simple
question is this: I am running for the BOE
because I think it is a critical job that must
be done well. I believe that the sum of my
experience makes me exceptionally quali-
fied for the position. Most importantly, I
care about my children – and I care about
all of the children and young adults in
Westfield, and I believe they all deserve
the best of the tremendous educational
benefits that this town has to offer.

Westfield is privileged to have an out-
standing school system. Many have
worked hard over time to get us where we
are today. I am committed to maintaining
and improving upon what we have. Tough
decisions, no doubt, lie ahead. These de-
cisions must address the wide-ranging
needs of a student body diverse in skills,
abilities and learning styles. They must
ensure a wide range of academic and
extracurricular programs that are nothing
less than outstanding to meet these myriad
needs. I am capable of successfully con-
tributing to our children’s future in this
manner, and I am eager to do so relent-
lessly, day after day, to ensure their suc-
cess. It is that simple.

I welcome your thoughts. Please e-mail
me at Mattessich-for-boe@comcast.net.

Rich Mattessich
WFBOE Candidate

It seems everywhere we turn, the talk is
about budget cuts, at home, at work and in
the newspapers, so it is no surprise that
this is the main topic on the Westfield
Board of Education table as well. It is
very hard to begin budget talks with a
$3.5 million gap, knowing from the start
that cuts will need to be made. The Ad-
ministration and Board will have no choice
but to make cuts to staff and programs,
not because of inefficiency or because
they are not valued, but because the gap
must be closed.

Although looking at cuts is the main
focus, it is also extremely important to
begin to place a new emphasis on think-
ing outside the box. We are in challenging
times, and I believe we must challenge
the way that we think and operate. We are
so fortunate as a district to have many

administrators and teachers who work
hard to seek grants and wonderful local
organizations that support so many of our
programs. But it is also a time perhaps for
communities like ours to join together
and discuss innovative and creative ways
of keeping programs intact. We are all in
these tough times together, and we will
get though it by working together.

In the next few weeks, there will be a
great deal of discussion about the budget
at the board of education meetings. I
encourage the community to learn about
the budget through our meetings either in
person, on channel 36 or in the papers. It
is critical over the next several weeks for
everyone to be well informed and to share
ideas.

We must all remind ourselves that
school budgets, just like budgets in every
sector, are in a phase of reduction. We are
in a time of making hard choices and
weighing all options. We must listen to
the community and make responsible
decisions. I feel confident the economic
environment will turn around, and there-
fore, we must make these decisions care-
fully and thoughtfully, never forgetting
the reasons why we are here – to support
our children’s education and ensure them
a bright future.

Jane Clancy, Candidate
Westfield BOE

Help Update WF Armory Lounge
For Our Troops Returning From Iraq
The Westfield Chapter of UNICO is

leading an effort to update the MWR
(Morale, Welfare and Recreation) room
and fitness area in the Westfield National
Guard Armory, Headquarters of the 102nd
Calvary, prior to our troops returning
home from Iraq in two months. We can
use some help with a few donations and
manpower.

This project is our way, and that of the
community, of saying “thank you” to our
courageous soldiers who have been over-
seas protecting our freedom for the last
year. When they return, they will con-
tinue to guard our communities in case of

a debilitating emergency. This brave unit,
currently serving in Iraq, is due to come
home in June.

We are looking for the following items
(in new or good/gently used condition)
and are asking for your assistance in ei-
ther donating these items or funds to
purchase them. Items needed include:
Couch and armchairs, DVD player, flat
screen TV, microwave, CD player, radio/
stereo system.

Those handy with a paintbrush or simi-
lar skills are welcome to join us.

Please contact Amy Lovato by e-mail
at alovato2@verizon.net or call (917) 603-
6862 for more information. Thank you
for supporting our troops!

Amy Lovato
Westfield

Editor’s note: UNICO is the largest
Italian American service organization in
the United States.

Asm Cryan Applauds
Gov. For School Budget

UNION – Assembly Education Com-
mittee Chairman Asm. Joseph Cryan ap-
plauded Governor Jon Corzine and Edu-
cation Commissioner Lucille Davy for
the school aid funds in the proposed bud-
get for New Jersey. Last Wednesday,
Gov. Corzine announced that the admin-
istration would provide an additional $304
million for New Jersey’s classrooms.

Asm. Cryan said, “Governor Corzine
and Commissioner Davy have delivered
on a promise barely 24 hours old to pro-
tect New Jersey’s schools and children
from the effects of this global economic
meltdown. Even with the state facing its
most dire fiscal situation in history, we
will not shrink from meeting our obliga-
tion to provide our kids the resources they
need to learn while boosting working-
class school districts.

“In the eye of this financial storm, we
cannot lose sight that our children and
young people are the future of this state.”

Quote of the Week
This is a corporation that finds itself in

financial distress due to recklessness and
greed…Under these circumstances, it’s
hard to understand how derivative traders
at AIG warranted any bonuses, much less
$165 million in extra pay. I mean, how do
they justify this outrage to the taxpayers
who are keeping the company afloat?

President Barack Obama

Editor’s note: AIG has received $173
billion in U.S. government bailouts.

The Westfield Leader, May 25, 1921:
The troopers can depend upon the
people of Westfield to aid them in
every way in their efforts to secure
the needed appropriations for
Westfield is the ideal location for the
armory.
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Library Events to Address
First Job Search, Farming

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library, located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road, has posted
the dates for two upcoming events.

On Tuesday, March 24, the library
will host “You’ve Completed College
– Now What?” at 7:30 p.m. in its
Fanwood Room. This program is for
new college graduates seeking to move
forward in their lives and careers.

Professional executive recruiter
Rita Kuhn of R. Kuhn and Associates
will advise attendees on getting their
first professional job after college.
Her discussion will include how to
navigate the job search, how to start
paying student loans and how to be an
independent adult.

On Thursday, March 26, Westfield
resident Danielle Levitt will discuss
“CSA’s: Community Supported Ag-
riculture” at 7 p.m. Ms. Levitt is one
of the organizers of the Westfield
Area CSA. She and fellow members
will explain the workings of this
group, how they get fruit and veg-
etables from the farm to local tables
and timely benefits of this program.

This will be the first in a “From
Farm to Table” series that will bring
information to the community on dif-
ferent ways to feed families in a
healthy and cost effective manner.
Upcoming events will include “Veg-
etable Gardening” and “Organic
Farming.”

For more information and to regis-
ter for either of these programs, call
the Fanwood Memorial Library at

(908) 322-6400 or view the events
page on the library’s website,
fanwoodlibrary.org.

Lionel Lim Go and Ms. Mary Daly Tweedie

Ms. Mary Daly Tweedie
To Wed Lionel Lim Go

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Tweedie,
Jr. of Garwood, formerly of Westfield,
have announced the engagement of
their daughter, Ms. Mary Daly
Tweedie, to Lionel Lim Go. Mr. Go is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Peng-Suy Go
of Morton Grove, Ill.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Westfield High School and the Uni-
versity of Rochester in Rochester,
N.Y. Recently, she earned a Master of

Business Administration degree from
the University of Chicago Business
School. Ms. Tweedie is employed by
the Walgreens Company and works
in the Finance Division in the
company’s corporate headquarters in
Deerfield, Ill.

Mr. Go, a native of Chicago, is a
graduate of the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. He is em-
ployed as a regional safety manager
for the global construction manage-
ment company Bovis Lend Lease.

The couple will wed in Chicago in
August 2009 and plan to reside in the
Lincoln Park neighborhood after their
marriage.

Garwood Egg Hunt
To Be Held March 28
GARWOOD – The Garwood Cel-

ebrations Committee invites all
Garwood children in third grade and
younger to its annual Easter Egg Hunt
on Saturday, March 28, starting at
noon at the Garwood Little League
field at the east end of Myrtle Avenue.

Fifteen hundred Easter eggs will
be “hidden.” Participants are asked to
bring a basket or bag for their eggs.
The Easter Bunny will make a guest
appearance, and each child will re-
ceive a complimentary picture from
Walgreens in Cranford.

Music, raffle prizes, giveaways and
Easter candy for all children also will
be part of the festivities. This event is
for Garwood residents only. The rain
date is Sunday, March 29, at noon.

LCSW to Give Talk
At Seasons Meeting

WESTFIELD – Seasons, a sup-
port group for singles, will meet
next on Tuesday, March 24, from
7:15 to 9 p.m. in the activities center
building of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, located at 1600 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

Guest speaker Michael McMahon,
a Licensed Clinical Social Worker,
will discuss making good choices in
a relationship.

Offered to divorced, separated and
widowed individuals of all faiths,
as well as anyone who has experi-
enced the loss of a relationship,
Seasons is designed to provide as-
sistance in the journey toward the
healing of emotions and spirit
through group discussions, guest
speakers and social activities.

All are welcome. For more infor-
mation, call Bob Laudati at (908)
322-7762 or Joan Hernandez at
(908) 930-2791 or e-mail
2008seasons@live.com.

Advanced �

Dermatology �

Mohs & Laser �

Surgery Center �

Westfield

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Ms. Jennifer Legros and Richard Hatfield

Ms. Jennifer Legros
To Wed Richard Hatfield

Anthony and Donna Legros of
Union have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Ms. Jennifer
Ann Legros, to John Richard Hatfield.
He is the son of Allen and Nancy
Hatfield of Westfield.

A 2000 graduate of Union High
School, the bride-to-be earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Sociology from
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Madison. She currently is employed
as an information specialist with the
Christopher and Dana Reeve Foun-
dation in Short Hills.

The future bridegroom is a 2000
graduate of the Gow School in South
Wales, N.Y. He earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Sociology cum laude
from Fairleigh Dickinson University
in Madison, where the couple met
during their junior year. Mr. Hatfield
is employed as a remote system ad-

ministrator with McKesson Corpora-
tion in Parsippany.

The couple will be married in Sep-
tember.

“Have you Heard from Your Financial Advisor 
Lately?” 

David Mattos, RFC  and Jerald L. Aloof, RFC have over 40 years’ combined  experience 
helping individual investors manage their assets. 

David Mattos, RFC  of Mattos Capital Management, LLC 
&  

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC of JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 
ask... 

David Mattos, RFC 
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  

 Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered  
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Hilton Hotel—Woodbridge 
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

At the Meeting, ask us about our FREE, Quarterly, Face-to-Face Reviews! 

Call us at 732-635-0900 to schedule a friendly, complimentary meeting.  

Program to Spotlight
Osborns’ Neighbors

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will continue its salute to
early Scotch Plains homes and their
owners at its monthly meeting on
Tuesday, March 24, beginning at 8
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country Club.

In January and February the his-
torical society focused on the Jonathan
and Abigail Osborn family home, to-
day known as the Osborn Cannonball
House Museum, located at 1840 Front
Street. During the next meeting, at-
tendees will learn more about the
Osborns’ neighbors on Plainfield
Road, now called Front Street.

In the late 1700s, Front Street had
two taverns and nine houses. After
more than two centuries, some of these
structures are still on their original
foundation, some have been moved
and others although now gone are re-
membered by township residents.

The Scotch Hills Country Club is
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
Admission to this event is free and
open to all. Light refreshments and
fellowship will follow the presenta-
tion. For more information, call Ri-
chard Bousquet, president, at (908)
232-1199.

Library Friends’ Book Sale
To Get Underway Today

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
will hold their book sale today through
Saturday, March 19 to 21, at the li-
brary. According to the Friends, more
than 10,000 used books – many of
them like new – will be on sale at
bargain prices.

Sale hours will be 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
today; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. tomorrow and
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, which
will be a bag sale throughout the day.

Prices will be 50 cents for pocket
paperbacks and $1 for trade-sized pa-
perbacks. Hardcover books will be $2
each. The Friends stated that a large
assortment of books, in categories such
as cookbooks, cinema, history, pho-
tography, classic literature, gardening
and health, would be available. Many
collectable or rare books, priced indi-
vidually, also will be offered.

New this year will be Seniors Day
on Friday, March 20, with 20 percent
off all purchases, as well as hourly
specials for all patrons. Dealers are
welcome.

The Friends noted that the success
of the sale is critical this year in light
of the uncertain economic times.

Over the years, the Friends of the
Scotch Plains Public Library have
donated upwards of $60,000 for im-
provements and “extras” at the li-
brary such as sponsorship of the sum-
mer children’s programs, furniture
for the meeting room and the outdoor
book-drop.

The sale will be held in the down-
stairs Community Room of the li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue
in Scotch Plains. Assistance is avail-
able for those in need. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 322-5007.

Mothers’ Center Sale
Kicks Off Tomorrow
CRANFORD – The Mothers’ Cen-

ter of Central New Jersey’s (MCCNJ)
Kids Stuff Consignment Sale will take
place tomorrow, Friday, March 20, from
7:30 to 9 p.m. and Saturday, March 21,
from 9 a.m. to noon, followed by a half-
price sale on Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m.

Now in its 25th year, the sale will
be held at the Casano Community
Center, located at 314 Chestnut Av-
enue in Roselle Park. Featured will
be gently used children’s spring and
summer clothing in sizes from new-
born to children’s 12, children’s toys,
videos and books, sports equipment
and bicycles, plus strollers and other
baby equipment. This is a cash-only
sale and no strollers will be admitted.

Proceeds will benefit the MCCNJ, a
non-profit organization that offers
friendship, education and outreach to
Central New Jersey parents. For more
information, call (908) 561-1751 or
visit westfieldnj.com/mccnj/.

David Dabscheck

Mr. Dabscheck to Hold
Discussion on Israel

SCOTCH PLAINS – David
Dabscheck, the New York regional
manager for The David Project, will
speak at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter (JCC) of Central New Jersey’s
Wilf Jewish Community Campus on
Sunday, March 22, at 7 p.m.

Mr. Dabscheck will address is-
sues and strategies to help people
develop a sophisticated, useful dia-
logue when discussing Israel, as a
means to counteract allegations made
that Israel is an apartheid state in
regard to its Arab population.

“A fact-based understanding of the
Arab-Israeli conflict is essential if
one is to engage in meaningful dia-
logue,” he said. “The David Project is
leading an educational movement that
hopes to affect public dialogue about
Israel.” The JCC of Central New Jer-
sey is located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Food Flavoring Plant Workers or  
Retired Workers from 

MASTERTASTE INC. 
In Clark, NJ 

 
Have you experienced 

RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS? 
Shortness of Breath, Asthma, Bronchitis, Emphysema? 

 
You could be suffering from undiagnosed 

BRONCHIOLITIS OBLITERANS 

a.k.a. “Popcorn Lung” disease, 

caused by exposure to the Butter Flavoring DIACETYL. 
 

To discuss your condition and your legal right to possible compensation, call 

FREE CONSULTATION

Patrick Timmins, Esq.
Levy Phillips & Konigsberg, LLP

(917) 567-2522
Or 1-800-637-6529

BootCampWF
Westfield’s premiere, healthy living 
outdoor fitness training program

Workouts MW&F @ 5:30 & 9:30 am; 
MW&Th @ 6:30 pm in Tamaques Park

Next Session Starts March 18th

www.BootCampWF.com

There is still time to enlist - new recruits will be prorated!

INVITATION

Cranford Health & Extended Care 
Invites You To Join Us For A FREE Informational Seminar

“Eldercare Family Planning.......... What You Need To Know”

Date: Thursday March 26th 2009
Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm

Location: 205 Birchwood Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

Guest Speakers:

Mike Flynn & Bryan Clifford from Edward Jones
Nick Giuditta Attorney At Law

Sarah Romanowsky Cranford Health & Extended Care

Please RSVP by Monday March 23
rd

 2009

908-272-6660

Refreshments Catered by Vincent's Italian Specialties & Deli
Garwood, NJ



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 19, 2009 Page 7

QUILTS TO SHARE…Members of the Harvest Quilters gear up for their 26th
annual show, “Sharing the Quilts XXVI,” that will take place on Saturday, March
28, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: Alisa Kurunow of Westfield, Karen
Gloeggler of Clark, formerly of Westfield; Marcia Zimmerman of Scotch Plains
and Cyndy Fitzpatrick, with Elsa Hahn of Edison in front.

Quilt Show to Take Place
At Willow Grove Church

SCOTCH PLAINS – After holding
quilt shows for more than 25 years in
the central New Jersey area, the Har-
vest Quilters will return this spring
with their 26th annual show, “Shar-
ing the Quilts XXVI,” on Saturday,
March 28, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.

A feature of this year’s show will be
decorating with quilts. This display will
include wearable quilt art, lap covers,
quilted bags, placemats, table runners
and other items. Also on display will be
friendship quilts, art quilts, African mask
wall hangings and flower pounding
projects. The event is expected to show-
case more than 125 pieces.

Multiple quilting demonstrations will
be ongoing throughout the day, with
examples of paper piecing and strip
piecing, and a presentation of the flower
pounding technique is set for 2 p.m.

A special display in the sanctuary
will spotlight four nine-foot quilted
celebration banners for Love, Spirit,
Hope and Peace by Karen Hochman
for her church, the Wesleyan Meth-
odist Church of South Plainfield. In
addition, a large group of smaller art
quilts will be displayed. A raffle will
be held for a quilt made in soft white
and beige colors in a traditional nine
patch pattern. Proceeds from this raffle
will benefit the Center For Hope Hos-
pice in Scotch Plains.

A tearoom with lunch items, drinks
and snacks will be available. A small
group of vendors will offer quilted items,
fabric, notions and beaded jewelry.

The church is located at 1961

Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. Ad-
mission to the show will be $6 for
adults and $3 for children ages 5
through 12. Youngsters under age 5
may attend for free. For more details,
contact Ann Eelman at (908) 755-
7653 or aeelman@gmail.com.

Rake and Hoe Fundraiser
To Feature Spring Dining

WESTFIELD – The Rake and Hoe
Garden Club invites members of
the public to attend its “Tastes of
Spring” luncheon
fundraiser on Thursday,
April 23, from 10 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. at the Echo
Lake Country Club, lo-
cated at 515 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

The event will show-
case ideas for spring en-
tertaining. Charles
Fredericks, executive
chef at Echo Lake since
2002, will perform a
cooking demonstration of creative
ideas for spring dining. He is a gradu-
ate of the Culinary Institute of
America in Hyde Park, N.Y. The lun-
cheon to follow will include dishes
prepared during the demonstration.

Additionally, the fundraiser will
include a demonstration on

tablescapes, featuring the most cur-
rent trends in table design, innova-
tive floral designs and a boutique.

Proceeds from the
event will help fund club
projects in the commu-
nity, including flower
arrangements for Mo-
bile Meals, a flower ser-
vice at Lyons Veterans
Administration Hospital
and seasonal projects
benefiting those with
cerebral palsy.

The Rake and Hoe
Garden Club also helps

tend gardens in Westfield, including
those at the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum, the Shadowlawn pocket park
and the Claire Brownell Wildflower
Garden.

Tickets to the luncheon fundraiser
are $60. Interested persons are asked
to call Pam Kolb at (908) 233-3596.

Charles Fredericks

Musician-Composer to Give
Talk at Hadassah Meeting

Stanley Schwartz

WESTFIELD – Westfield Hadassah
will hold its next general meeting on
Monday, March 30, at noon at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Guest speaker
Stanley Schwartz will
give a presentation en-
titled “The Art of the
American Songbook.”
Mr. Schwartz will talk
about the contributions
made to the world of
music by composers
such as Irving Berlin,
Cole Porter, Richard
Rodgers and George
Gershwin. He also will
entertain with keyboard
selections of some of
the great American composers’ works.

Mr. Schwartz has maintained a var-
ied career in the music business for
over 30 years. He has worked with
artists such as Barry Manilow, Mel-
issa Manchester, Billy Crystal and
Robert Klein. Additionally, he has
written and co-written songs for Diana
Ross, Leon Redbone, Ben E. King
and Raquel Welch.

His music has been featured on
television shows, and he has written

and arranged commercials for
Budweiser, Chevrolet and Slim Fast.

Mr. Schwartz is the composer of
the national commercial for “Shabbat

Across America.” He re-
cently co-wrote the title
song “Candle of Free-
dom” for the Jewish folk
duo Shoresh.

Since its inception in
2000, Mr. Schwartz has
been the music director
of Temple Emanu-El’s
monthly Shabbat Hallelu.
While he plays multiple
instruments during the
Shabbat Hallelu service,
he is particularly known
for his clarinet playing on
these occasions.

Mr. Schwartz lives in Westfield with
his wife, Ellen, a dance teacher in the
Plainfield school system. They have
two sons who are working musicians.

The public is invited to attend. For
additional information, call Geralyn
Lichtenstein at (908) 654-5855.

GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY…As part of their joint Bar Mitzvah projects,
Adam Rush, left, and Ethan Frisch of Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
and Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, respectively, recently worked at Parker
Gardens of Scotch Plains. In return, Parkers donated a tree, which the boys have
planted on Harrow Road in Westfield. This reflects their Jewish heritage and an
effort to help the environment and others. They also are working at New Jersey
Foodbank this month to complete their Mitzvahs.

Miller-Cory Museum Plans
Program on Tin Piercing

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present “The Art
of Colonial Tin Piercing,” about the
use of tin in early New Jersey, on
Sunday, March 22, from 2 to 4 p.m.

From candlesticks to coffeepots,
foot warmers to fish kettles, tin goods
in the 18th and 19th centuries were
greatly varied and highly demanded.

This program, described as ideal
for children, will include a discussion
of the work of Colonial era tinsmiths,
as well as a demonstration of the
process of tin piercing. Tin piercing
allowed the craftsman the opportu-
nity to create goods that were both
decorative and practical.

The museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield. Volunteers
dressed in authentic period dress will
be available to guide visitors through
the pre-Revolutionary farmhouse.

In the museum’s Frazee Building,
members of the cooking committee
will demonstrate open hearth cook-
ing techniques and offer taste treats
for visitors to sample.

Visitors also are invited to stop by
the museum’s gift shop, which carries
a variety of Colonial toys, crafts, cook-
books and educational materials.

Admission is $2.50 for adults, $1
for students and free for children un-
der age 4. Upcoming Sunday pro-
grams include “African Slaves in
Colonial New Jersey” on March 29,
“Spring Baskets” on April 5 and “The
Art of Quilling” on April 19.

The museum’s annual “Sheep to
Shawl Festival” is scheduled for Sun-
day, April 26, from 1 to 4 p.m. For
more information, call the museum
office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776.

History Societies Post
Spring Assembly Date
WESTFIELD – The Planning Com-

mittee for the Spring Assembly of the
Westfield History Societies has an-
nounced that the annual program will
be held on Wednesday, April 15, at
7:30 p.m. in the  Assembly Hall of the
Parish House of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue.

The Spring Assembly is the yearly
gathering of the community’s five
history organizations. These include
the Westfield Historical Society, the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields, the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum Volunteers, the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR) and
the West Fields Chapter of the Sons
of the American Revolution (SAR).

The Historical Society is the host
association this year, and is repre-
sented on the committee by President
Nancy Priest and Bob Miller. Other
committee members include Presi-
dent Carolyn Watson for the Genea-
logical Society, George Gross for the
SAR, Jane Gross for the DAR and Pat
D’Angelo for Miller-Cory.

The program will be announced as
soon as plans are complete. Refresh-
ments will follow the feature presenta-
tion and the public is invited to attend.

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

Library Slates Program
On Digital Camera Use

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will offer a workshop
entitled “Your Digital Camera: How
to Love It and Not Fear It,” led by
professional photographer Joel
Simpson, on Wednesday, March 25,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Mr. Simpson has been taking photo-
graphs since he was a teenager in the
1960s using 35 millimeter cameras.
While pursuing careers in college
teaching, jazz piano and music soft-
ware, he shot weddings and had shows
of his work. In 2002 he turned profes-
sional and began showing his artwork
in area galleries. When he turned to
digital photography in 2005, he em-
braced weddings and events full time.

Attendees are asked to bring their
camera and manual. If manuals are
unavailable, pdf copies of any camera
manual can be found online. This pro-
gram is open to MURAL and Westfield
Memorial Library cardholders.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. To register for the work-
shop, access wmlnj.org and click on the
calendar, or call (908) 789-4090, ex-
tension no. 4140.

Rev. Dowd, Ms. Barlow
Schedule Visits to FUSP

AREA – Science writer Connie
Barlow and the Reverend Michael
Dowd will appear at the First Unitar-
ian Society of Plainfield (FUSP)
church this month.

Since April 2002, the couple has
lived entirely on the road, delivering
talks at more than 300 Unitarian Uni-
versalist congregations, summer
camps, minister retreats and other
religious and secular groups. To-
gether, they have been called
“America’s evolutionary evangelists.”

At the 10 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, March 22, Ms. Barlow will
speak on “Ancestors Within: Your
Brain’s Creation Story.” A leader in
the growing movement that celebrates
mainstream science as the
denomination’s shared “cosmic cre-
ation story,” she will discuss the young
sciences of evolutionary psychology
and evolutionary brain science.

On Tuesday, March 24, Reverend
Dowd will make a 7 p.m. presenta-
tion on his new book, “Thank God for
Evolution,” which has been endorsed
by five Nobel Prize-winning scien-
tists and by leaders across the reli-
gious spectrum. His book and minis-
try also were featured in a 2008 issue
of The New York Times Magazine.

The church is located at 724 Park
Avenue in Plainfield. For directions
or more information, call (908) 756-
0750 or access fusp.org.

Area Course Addresses Financial and Emotional Worries
(Mountainside, NJ 3/1/09)- The

worsening economic crisis is caus-
ing many in Union County to suf-
fer anxiety about their future. In
response, the Alpha Course is be-
ing offered free to the public be-
ginning Sunday 3/22/09 from 5:00
to 8 PM at 1180 Spruce Drive in
Mountainside, and running
weekly through 5/24/09. Do you
have questions like: “How can I
find peace in this economic mess?”
“What’s the meaning of life?”
“How do I deal with guilt and
loneliness?”” How can I improve
my marriage?” “What happens
when I die?” “Why is there suffer-
ing?” “What relevance does Jesus
have in my life?” If you answered
yes to one or more of the above,
then the TOTALLY FREE AL-
PHA COUSE is just the thing for
you and your friends! Alpha is a
10 week opportunity to explore
the meaning of life. Each weekly
session takes place in a coffee-
house setting with an informal
dinner, entertainment and door

prizes, followed by a talk on such
topics as worry, guilt, suffering,
forgiveness and fear of death. The
evening ends with a small-group
time where all opinions are re-
spected. For more information call
David Butler at 732-406-7821 or
visit www.Oasis-Church-NJ.com,
the course sponsor. You can regis-
ter in advance or just show up at
the door. According to Butler,
Alpha is a Christian based pro-
gram but has nothing to do with
church and all to do with relation-
ships. “Alpha is a fun and safe
place to share fears, meet new
friends and ask questions without
being judged or getting a collec-
tion plate thrown in your face.
People are searching for deeper
meaning in life during these un-
settling economic times, and Al-
pha delivers on this.” In 2008, The
Alpha Course occurred in Roman
Catholic and Protestant denomi-
nations, businesses and schools in
over 130 countries.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Program open to Westfield Memorial Library 
and MURAL cardholders.  Register on the

library website at www.wmlnj.org and click on 
Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 x 4130.
550 E. Broad Street Westfield, NJ 07090

THE WESTFIELD

MEMORIAL LIBRARY

    PRESENTS

YOUR DIGITAL CAMERA 
HOW TO LOVE IT AND NOT FEAR IT

Learn from professional photographer Joel 
Simpson how to use the great features that only 
the professionals use. Capture exciting images 
you never thought possible. Bring your camera 
and manual.  

Wednesday,  

March 25 

6:30 to 8:30 pm 

The Chelsea at Fanwood proudly presents

An Evening of Jazz
Featuring “The Moonglowers”

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

Open to the Public – Please join us for this evening filled with entertainment –
Everyone is welcome!

WHEN: Tuesday, March 24, 2009
TIME: 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP
908-654-5200

Join The Chelsea at Fanwood for a FREE evening of jazz featuring
“The Moonglowers”. Relax to the sounds of this Award Winning Jazz
Ensemble, while enjoying delicious light refreshments.
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– Obituaries –
Werner Sturm, 87, Structural Engineer;

Decorated Veteran of World War II

Werner C. Sturm

Werner C. Sturm, 87, passed away
on Saturday, February 28, in Scotch
Plains. He had lived a full life.

Born in 1921 in Bruhl,
Germany, he immigrated to
the United States through
Ellis Island in 1923. He
grew up in New Jersey and
graduated from Freehold
High School in 1938. After
one year at the Trenton
School of Industrial Arts,
he attended Rutgers Uni-
versity School of Engineer-
ing, graduating Phi Beta
Kappa with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Civil En-
gineering in 1943.

A veteran of World War II, he served
in the United States Army as a techni-
cal sergeant in Alsace Lorraine and
Austria. He was awarded the Combat
Infantry Badge and a Bronze Star for
meritorious service.

Werner was a partner in the Man-
hattan structural engineering firm of
Severud Associates for 30 years. He
was the engineer of record for many
major structures, including the New
York State Theatre at Lincoln Center;
buildings at SUNY Albany; Bobst
Library and Tisch Hall at New York
University; Livingston College at
Rutgers; the College Avenue Student
Center at Rutgers; the Library of Sci-
ence and Medicine at Rutgers; Karl
Compton Lab and Women’s Dorm at
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy and Raytheon headquarters in
Massachusetts.

He was a member of the American
Society of Civil Engineers and the
American Concrete Industry.

For 12 years he was married to

Elsie Simcox Sturm, until her death
in 1955. He was married to Eleanor
Dietzel Sturm for 50 years, until her

death in 2006.
Surviving are four chil-

dren, Ellen Albright (mar-
ried to Kent Albright) of
Lansdale, Pa., Katherine
Sturm (married to
Michael Kronz) of Madi-
son, Wis., Paul Sturm
(married to Nancy Sturm)
of Warren, N.J. and
Martha Sturm (married
to Jeffrey Young) of
Cranford, N.J. He also is
survived by a sister and
brother, Eleanor Hyres

and Charles Sturm, of Jackson, N.J.,
and by six grandchildren, Scott, Reid,
Eric, Julia, Carolyn and Henry, and
two step-grandchildren, Spencer and
Bradley.

In his life, Werner enjoyed playing
tennis, traveling, gardening and sup-
porting the performing arts. He often
delighted friends and family with his
natural gift of playing piano by ear.
He was a devoted husband, father and
grandfather.

Formerly a Scotch Plains resident
for more than 43 years, he had been a
member of the Hilltop Tennis Club
and Maple Hillers Dance Group.

Friends and family are invited to
attend a memorial service at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, March 21, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Visitation will be-
gin at 10:30 a.m. For information,
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.)

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to: Rutgers University Foun-
dation, Office of Gift Planning,
Winants Hall, 7 College Avenue, New
Brunswick, N.J. 08901.
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Donald G. Watts, 85
Donald G. Watts, 85, of Scotch

Plains died on Tuesday, March 10, at
Hackettstown Regional Medical
Center.

Born in Pacific Grove, Calif., he
had lived in Elizabeth before moving
to Scotch Plains in 1973.

Mr. Watts was a veteran of World
War II, having served in the United
States Navy. He had been employed as
an aircraft mechanic with United Air-
lines for many years prior to retiring.

His wife, Doris Watts, predeceased
him on February 21, 2009.

Surviving are his son, Bruce, and
his wife, Jennifer; his daughter, Linda,
and three grandchildren, Matthew,
Jessica and Nicole.

Services were held on Sunday,
March 15, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Interment took place on Monday,
March 16, at the Union Pequest Cem-
etery in Hackettstown.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association, 400
Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville,
N.J. 07834-1365 (www.alz.org). For
additional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Catherine McGale, 79
Catherine M. McGale, 79, of Lake-

wood died on Wednesday, March 11.
Born in Hoboken, she had been a

resident of Westfield for more than
25 years before moving to Lakewood.

A Westfield Realtor for over 20
years, Mrs. McGale was an active
member of many clubs, including a
founding member of the Irish Club of
Lakewood.

Her husband of 36 years, Peter P.
McGale, predeceased her.

Surviving are 10 children, Barney,
Peter, Patricia (Greenaway), Gerard,
Thomas, Dennis, Michael, Timothy,
Sean and Cathleen (Gillen); 26 grand-
children and five great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, March 16, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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Margaret Schettino, 88
Margaret R. Schettino, 88, of

Westfield died on Wednesday, March
11, at the Delaire Nursing and Conva-
lescent Center in Linden.

Born in Elizabeth on September
24, 1920, she lived in Westfield for
the last 65 years.

Her husband, Frank Schettino, pre-
deceased her in 1982.

Surviving are her son, Joseph F.
Schettino; a sister, Mary Caliendo,
and a granddaughter.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, March 16, at St. Michael’s
Roman Catholic Church in Cranford.
Burial followed at St. Gertrude Cem-
etery in Colonia.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Memorial Funeral Home, 12 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford.
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DOOLEY COLONIAL 

FUNERAL HOME

Meeting the needs of our

Community with comfort, care and compassion

Since 1913

556 Westfield Ave. Westfield, NJ

908-233-0255

John L. Dooley NJ. License NO. 4100

Manager

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

CWC Scholarship Benefit
To Feature Macy’s Chef

Michael Salmon

WESTFIELD – The College
Woman’s Club (CWC) of Westfield
will host its annual scholarship
fundraiser on Wednesday, April 1,
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Entitled “For the
Love of Cooking,” this
year’s event will fea-
ture a demonstration by
Michael Salmon, ex-
ecutive chef of Macy’s
Cellar and a finalist on
“The Next Food Net-
work Star.”

The event will include
a hot breakfast buffet, raffle items
and recipes. All proceeds will ben-
efit the CWC scholarship program.

As a professional chef and restau-
rateur, Mr. Salmon has prepared pri-
vate dinners for celebrities, catered
for thousands at the U.S. Open,
served as a “spokeschef” for Absolut
vodka and even hosted his own radio
call-in program. In his current role
as executive chef of Macy’s Cellar,
he is responsible for dining opera-
tions and purchasing for Cucina and
Co., Macy’s gourmet market.

For this event, he will share per-
sonal recipes he loves to prepare for
friends and family. Audience mem-
bers will have the opportunity to sample
some of Mr. Salmon’s creations, as
well as bring home the recipes.

“We are delighted that he was
willing to headline this event, which
will help so many young women
pursue their own dreams of higher
education with the same passion
that he brings to his profession,”

said Phyllis Triarsi, CWC president.
In addition to the breakfast and

demonstration, the morning will in-
clude a raffle of themed baskets

with gift certificates, tick-
ets and donations from lo-
cal retailers. A special si-
lent auction will offer a
private dinner party pre-
pared in the winner’s home
by Mr. Salmon.

Tickets to “For the Love
of Cooking” are $50 per
person and can be obtained
by sending a check made
payable to “College
Woman’s Club of
Westfield” to CWC, P.O.
Box 2694, Westfield, N.J.

07091.
Last year, the club awarded over

$49,000 in scholarships to young
women from Westfield on the basis
of academics, leadership and finan-
cial need. For membership or addi-
tional information, contact
cwclub@aol.com.

FLORAL FLAIR…This work is among
an exhibit of watercolors and pastels
done by Westfield artist Barbara Uhr
that is on exhibit at the Westfield Me-
morial Library through the end of
this month.

Artist Exhibits Work
At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – The watercolors

and pastels of Westfield artist Bar-
bara Uhr are on exhibit at the
Westfield Memorial Library
through the month of March.

As an undergraduate, Ms. Uhr
majored in the fine arts. Her desire
to connect with and help others led
her to next obtain a Master of Social
Work degree. She also has studied
at the Art Students League and the
Parsons School of Design in New
York City.

In recent years, she has continued
with classes and workshops at the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey,
the Du Cret School of the Arts and
the Somerset Art Association. She
has participated in various juried
and non-juried shows. Ms. Uhr is a
member of the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation, the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey, the Somerset Art Asso-
ciation, the Watchung Art Center,
the Pastel Society of New Jersey
and the Contemporary Art Group.

Located at 550 East Broad Street,
the Westfield Memorial Library is
open Monday through Thursday
from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fridays
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun-
days from 1 to 5 p.m.

For more information, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, or stop by the library for
a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09000889)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-711808
Plaintiff: INDYMAC BANK F.S.B.
VS.
Defendant: BARRY ROGERS, JUNE

WHITEHALL ROGERS H/W
Sale Date: 04/01/2009
Writ of Execution: 01/28/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty
Five and 46/100*** ($293,755.46).

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 223 MYRTLE AVENUE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 83 FKA 20 in Block No. 4001 FKA
Dimention of Lot Approximately: 35 x 211
Nearest Cross Street: GRANDVIEW AVENUE
BEGINNING at a point on the northwesterly

sideline of Myrtle Avenue, said point being 424.15
feet southwesterly from the intersection of said
northwesterly sideline of Myrtle Avenue with the
southwesterly sideline of Grandview Avenue,
and from said point then running.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TAXES OPEN: $1,478.85
TOTAL AS OF February 10, 2009: $1,478.85
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty Three

Thousand Eighty One and 75/100***
($333,081.75) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/05, 03/12, 03/19
& 03/26/09 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09000968)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-1238808
Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK AS SUC-

CESSOR TO J.P. MORGAN
VS.
Defendant: DIEGO LOAIZA, MARIA A.

LOAIZA, SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC.,
PEACH TREE HILL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION,
PALISADES COLLECTION LLC

Sale Date: 04/08/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/06/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Four Thousand Three Hundred Fifteen and
26/100*** ($554,315.26).

Municipality: Mountainside
County: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Street Address: 348 Summit Road
Tax Block and Lot: Block: 7G; Lot: 25
Dimentions of Lot: 265.70’ x 100.55’
Nearest Cross Street: 422.39’ from Slope Drive
Superior Interests (if any): None
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Seventeen Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Nine and 87/100***
($617,809.87) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
P.O. BOX 848-SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/09 Fee: $159.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001006)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-594902B
Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE

ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: MASSIMINO RAPUANO A/K/A

SAM RAPUANO A/K/A SAMUEL RAPUANO
AND JOANN RAPUANO A/K/A JO ANN
RAPUANO A/K/A JOANN RAPUANO;
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS CO.; THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

Sale Date: 04/08/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/05/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Sixty Three Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Two
and 70/100*** ($163,532.70).

Municipality: Town of Westfield
Street Address: 517 Edgar Road, Westfield,

New Jersey 07090
Tax Lot: 5.01
Tax Block: 2909
Approximate dimentions 111’ x 4.5’ x 111’ x

45.50’ x 222’ x 50’
Nearest cross street: Lynwood Place
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty Nine

Thousand One Hundred Forty Eight and 41/
100*** ($229,148.41) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MT. LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054-4318
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/09 Fee: $167.28

Miriam C. Wilcox, 90, Retired Teacher;
Volunteer For Spaulding For Children

Miriam C. Wilcox, 90, of Fanwood
died on Sunday, March 15, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in
Bayonne, the daughter of
Edward and Katherine
Sweeney, she had lived in
Westfield for 34 years be-
fore moving to The Chelsea
at Fanwood in 2004.

A 1940 graduate of The
College of New Rochelle,
Mrs. Wilcox was a teacher
at St. Genevieve’s School
in Elizabeth prior to retir-
ing. Earlier, she had taught
at Bayonne High School.

She was a longtime member of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, as well as a faithful volun-
teer for Spaulding for Children.

In 1943 she married Roy Cooney.
They were married for 22 years until
his death in 1966. She married Will-
iam Wilcox in 1969; he died in 1982.

A grandson, Peter Cooney, also pre-
deceased her.

Surviving are two sons,
Edward and Robert
Cooney; two daughters,
Nancy Deutsch and Mary
Kay Sells; her sisters,
Jeanne Nelson and Claire
Regan; her stepdaughter,
Suzanne Vitale; 11 grand-
children and eight great-
grandchildren.

The funeral was held
yesterday, Wednesday,
March 18, from the Me-
morial Funeral Home,

155 South Avenue in Fanwood. A
Funeral Mass was then offered at St.
Helen’s Church in Westfield. Inter-
ment followed at Holy Cross Cem-
etery in North Arlington.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Miriam C. Wilcox

Dorothea Parkhurst, Shop Manager;
Historian For Y’s Men’s International

Dorothea Nicolson Parkhurst of
Feasterville, Pa. passed away on
Thursday night, March 5, at St. Mary’s
Medical Center in Langhorne, Pa.

Born in Plainfield, N.J., she was
raised in Scotch Plains by her loving
parents, Florence and Andrew
Nicolson.

Dory, as she was affectionately
known, earned a bachelor’s degree
from Park College in Parkville, Mo.
and a Master’s Degree in Theology
from McCormick Theological Semi-
nary in Chicago, Ill. She taught Sun-
day school at The Presbyterian Church

in Westfield in Westfield, N.J.
In 1957 Dory married William A.

Parkhurst, Jr. They lived for 38 years
in Westfield, where they raised their
three sons, William, David and Brian.

She managed the Bayberry Gift
Shop in Mountainside, N.J. for more
than 20 years.

Dory served as the United States
Area Historian for the Y’s Men’s In-
ternational, a service club in partner-
ship with the YMCA, for over 15
years. She supported 123 clubs and
more than 1,900 members.

After retiring in 1997, Dory and
Bill moved to Feasterville, but she
remained active, volunteering at the
Churchville Nature Center for sev-
eral years.

Dory leaves to cherish her memory
her beloved husband of 51 years, Bill
Parkhurst; three loving sons and their
wives, William A., III and Sandra, David
A. and Maureen, and Brian F. and Maria;
five grandchildren, Elizabeth, Kevin,
Michelle, Allison and Thomas, and a
host of other relatives and friends.

She will be sadly missed and will
remain in our hearts forever.

A memorial service will be held on
Saturday, March 21, at 1 p.m. in the
Chapel of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.
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Frances R. Smath, 87
Frances R. Smath, 87, of Durham,

N.H. died on Friday, February 27, at
Langdon Place of Dover in New
Hampshire.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
Cranford before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1980. She settled in Durham
in 2000.

Mrs. Smath was a homemaker and
a former communicant of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Her brother, Patric J. Garrett, pre-
deceased her.

Surviving are her beloved husband
of 58 years, Joseph G.; her loving
children, Patricia H. Ritsko and her
husband, John, and Joseph A. and his
wife, Nancy, and her caring grand-
children, Matthew J. Ritsko, Adam J.
Smath and Eric W. Smath.

A funeral service was held on
Wednesday, March 4, from the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. A Funeral Mass
followed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment took place
at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Clark.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association, N.H.
Chapter, P.O. Box 10838, Bedford,
N.H. 03110.
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Rodolfo L. Reyes, 79
Rodolfo L. Reyes, 79, of Westfield

died on Friday, March 13, at Mount
Sinai Hospital in New York City.

Born in the Philippines on Au-
gust 7, 1929, he had lived in Flint,
Mich. before moving to Westfield
two years ago.

Mr. Reyes had been an engineer for
Helmac Industries in Flint, Mich. for
many years prior to his retirement in
1995.

Surviving are his wife, Violeta Reyes;
his children, Marissa Reyes-Fischer,
Grace Cabigas, Lorna Bayuga, Anto-
nio Reyes and Rodolfo Reyes, Jr., and
14 grandchildren, Corinne, Shara,
Jacqueline, Rachel, Liana, Frances,
Daniel, Timothy, Angel, III, Michael,
Rian, Martina, Stephanie and Kaia.

There will be no visitation. A me-
morial service will be held at 4 p.m.
on Saturday, March 21, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
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Helen McLaughlin, 95
Helen McLaughlin (née Murray),

95, went peacefully to her eternal rest
on Thursday, March 12, at the
Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center in Scotch Plains.

Helen was the devoted wife of the
late Peter, loving mother of Peter Jr.
of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Eileen
Passananti and her husband, Richard,
and Maureen Verrier and her hus-
band, John, and cherished grand-
mother to Alana, John, Dana, Michael
and Rick, all of Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, March 14, at
Saint Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations to
Helping Hands and Hearts, in care of
Saint Helen’s Church, 1600 Rahway
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090 would
be appreciated.

March 19, 2009

Club Seeks Nominees
For ‘Friend of Youth’
WESTFIELD – The Optimist

Club of Westfield is seeking nomi-
nations for its annual “Friend of
Youth Award.”

The club will honor a member of
the community who has shown par-
ticular devotion to nurturing the
healthy growth of young people with
special recognition and a cash
award.

Letters have been forwarded to
houses of worship and educational
and social organizations seeking a
nominee. Area residents are asked
to consider nominating an individual
they may know through social, civil,
educational and/or religious orga-
nizations who may qualify and who
is worthy of receiving this award.

The deadline for nominations is
Sunday, March 29. A letter with a
capsule biography and reasons why
and how a candidate has guided and
developed Westfield youth into ma-
ture and responsible adults should
be forwarded to: Anne B. Grote,
Project Director, 174 Lincoln Road,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Members of the club will review
the nominations, and the winning
nominee will be honored at a dinner
at Ferraro’s in Westfield on Wednes-
day, April 8.

Single Jewish Friends
To Meet For Lunch

AREA – A gathering of the Circle of
Single Jewish Friends 49+ for a Meet
and Eat Lunch will take place this
Sunday, March 22, at noon at Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouse, 247 Raritan Av-
enue (Route 27) in Highland Park.

The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal from the menu and tip. Those
interested are asked to respond by
contacting Roberta at (908) 668-8450
or roger678@optonline.net.

Area Residents Invited
To ‘Gospelosion’ Event

AREA – The Solro Productions, in
partnership with St. John’s Baptist
Church’s 100th Anniversary Centen-
nial Committee of Scotch Plains, will
present “Gospelosion Extravaganza”
on Sunday, March 22, at 6 p.m. at
Plainfield High School.

Doors will open at 5 p.m. This pro-
gram will be under the direction of
Gloria German, a Gospel singer and
choir director. The public is invited.
Tickets are $15. For ticket informa-
tion, call the church at (908) 232-
6972, Julia Warren at (908) 754-2029
or Gloria German at (908) 756-9676.
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Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Second Marking Period

One More Hour

SCOTCH PLAINS – David Heisey,
principal of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, has an-
nounced the names of those who made
the second marking period honor roll.

To make the high honor roll, a stu-
dent must achieve straight A’s if he or
she is taking four or five subjects, or at
least five A’s and a maximum of one B.

To make the honor roll, a student
must earn no mark less than a B and
at least three A’s.

High Honor Roll - Freshmen
Meghan Allen, Omar Amer, Lisa Awaitey,

Elizabeth Baldwin, Dominika Blach, Kelsey
Boyea, Dominique Bray, Emma Budiansky,
Teresa Cannone, Adam Carabba, Daniela Caro-
Esposito, Alec Chabus, Olivia Checchio,
Jacqueline Cirincione, Clare Cohen, Isabel
Crystal, Russell Davis, Erin Dempsey, Jennifer
Denman, Madelyne Dhaliwal, Margaret Diaz,
John Dibattista, Maria Diwane, Joseph Dunn,
Alison Durant, Lauren Eckert, Alexandra
Ehrenthal, Kori Fleischman, Katherine Fletcher,
Jaclyn Friedman, Elizabeth Gallo, Jillian
Gardner, Joshua Getman, Noelle Giacona,
Kevin Hesson, Brenda Ho, Stephanie Holmes,
Naomi Joseph, Melissa Keiser, Joshua Knechtel,
Anthony Krajcsik, Alyssa Laki, Kristen Lee,
Evan Lubranski, James Marvosa, Brigid
McGovern, Meghan McGrath, Daniel
McMillan, Varshini Narayanan, Raushan
Palejwala, Dhruvi Patel, Kaitlin Picone, Delaney
Reimers, Cassandra Segulin, Abigail Slaugh,
Tracy Staeudle, Nicholas Stawicki, Emily
Stefanik, Cynthia Timko, Marissa Visci, Callum
Wayman, Emmett White, Keira Wiggins, An-
drew Wilson

Regular Honor Roll - Freshmen
Raphael Abella, Steven Alleman, Michala

Allen, Andrew Alonzo, Nicolette Ambrosio,
Alyssa Apuzzio, William Babis, Gregory
Baliko, Ashante Battle, Stephanie Beauvais,
Elijahu Ben-Michael, Kelcy Bifani, Jeremy
Brenner, Elizabeth Buckridee, Christopher
Burke, Laura Cappelli, Daniel Carabba,
Zachary Carow, Emma Cavaliere, Jason
Cepparulo, Abigale Churaman, Robert
Colonna, Grant Crandall, Lindsay Curtis, Jor-
dan Dagostaro, Taylor Dashiell, Francis
Degnan, Rosalie Depaola, Samantha Diaz,
Louis Dodge, Nicholas Donatelli, Ramona
Dunning, Destinee Edwards, Amanda
Ekstrand, Caitlin English, Roman Gerus, Carly
Grossman, Domenic Gubernat, Justin Haas,
Paige Hammond, Sara Heiden, Ryan Henkels,
Karina Homentowska, Jacquelyn Isola, Ian
Johnston, Courtney Kaadi, Christina Karpel,
Sara Killeen, Ezra Klein, Cristian Laboy,
Hanaa Lakhani, Zachary Lenoff, Victoria
Lesce, Alexandra Loop, Edward Lopez, Daniel
Lynch, Rebecca Maioriello, Michael Mannino,
Mitchell Marcus, Alex Markovits, Kelsey
Mattimore, Casey McBride, Joseph McQuoid,
Mariel Mital, Matthew Monroy, Dylan
Mruczinski, Daniel Nizolak, Cole Nowlin,
Margaret O’Brien, Chioma Onwuanaegbule,
Marisol Pacaja, Kristina Palazzolo, Emily
Palmer, Sara Payne, Emiddio Pelosi, Daniel
Pesin, Erin Pierce, Nicholas Poulios, Melissa
Quarto, Cassidy Reilly, Miriam Reiserova,
Margot Rejaud, Maria Paz Rivero, Victoria
Roser, Valerie Rovner, William Schauer,
Jillian Schuster, Jennifer Schwarz, John Shell,
Andrew Skoog, Allison Speck, Taylor
Sprague, Michael Steinfeld, Sheila Strong,
Christine Szpond, Chayakorn Triamarit,
Nicole Turso, Jaime Weisbrot, Alan
Woodfield, Kristina Zekunde

High Honor Roll - Sophomores
Brie Adamczyk, Betsy Appel, Laura

Arasin, Elle Bernardo, Micaela Bernardo, Erin
Brown, Laura Bruce, Lauren Buckley, Santino
Butler, Joanna Carroll, Charles Centinaro,
Rebecca Chavan, Evan Cole, Hayley Cornwell,
Matthew D’Apuzzo, Jalynn Farmer, Gregory
Favreau, Christopher Gilman, Camille Handy,
Zachary Harper, Amanda Ho, Megan Huxford,
Victoria Ingato, Danya Jacobs, Emma Kaplan,
Emma Kelly, Patrick Kelly, Steven Klee,
Megan Koederitz, Alison Koransky, Kenneth
Lee, Anna Leistikow, Conor Lockier, Hannah
Markey, Jeffrey Marks, Emily Nagourney,
Michael Napolitano, Diana Ngo, Benjamin
Parisi, Alexander Parker, Akshay Patel,
Michael Pesin, Christina Reiman, Amanda
Rodriguez, Danielle Schweizer, Jason Shaub,
James Sweeney, Charles Timko, Andrew
Vaslas, Lauren Williams, Caresse Yan, Jes-
sica Yorkovich

Regular Honor Roll -
Sophomores

Kimberley Agbo, Julia Babis, Ellesse
Bartosik, Emily Becker, Lauren Berk, Sam
Bhakuni, Shreena Bhojani, Jerry Bi, Celeste
Bilkerdyk, Kyle Birnbaum, Christina
Bobyack, Jeffrey Brody, Cassie Caminiti,
Toni-Ann Capece, Marianna Caruso-Gilbert,
Robert Cerchio, Theresa Chrystal, Jacqueline
Close, Bret Coffey, Zachary Cohen, Jennifer
Cua, Meghan Cunningham, Paige Della
Badia, Desli Demarsico, Stefanie Devizio,
Jessica Digiacomo, Rebecca Digiacomo,
Madeline Dillon, Patrick Dougher, Sarah
Drum, Osazenoriuwa Ebose, Marc Henry
Estriplet, Tessa Felegy, Anya Frolova, Rich-
ard Gorski, Elena Haggan, James Horning,
Emily Horowitz, John Howarth, Peter
Huether, Julia Ingram, Will Kempner, Mat-
thew Kersey, Ezra Klemow, Evelyn Klotz,
Richard Krema, Rebecca Kreyer, James
Leitner, Katie Levitt, Christina Lewis, Eric
Leyden, Haley Lindenberg, Isabel Lopez,
Brianna Mahoney, Vidhan Malik, Matthew
Manns, Taylor Marshall, Shannon
McGovern, Maya McLeod, John McNally,
Jake Merlo, Nathalia Montoya, Jessica
Moore, Samuel More, Tyler Nguyen, Jonah
Offitzer, Tyler Palkoski, Michael Parada,
Hyun-Jin Park, Lindsay Payne, Annahelena
Pimenta, Joelle Pisauro, Carrie Port, Sean
Reilly, Andrew Ricciardi, Michael Rizzo,
Michelle Rogoff, Ashley Romans, Melanie

Rome, Eve Rosenheck, Anne Rubin, Jacob
Schaffer, Avika Shah, Evan Shlissel, Rachael
Siegel, Emily Skaar, Bryce Smith, Shane
Squier, Bartosz Stawicki, Sarah-Elisabeth
Stein, Elizabeth Stranzenbach, Nicole Sultatos,
Rory Szeto, Rose Thompson, James Tsipas,
Gabrielle Vacca, Hollis Wang, Amanda White,
Sharon Yutz, Kelly Yutz

High Honor Roll -Juniors
Matthew Alfano, Mohammed Alzoobaee,

Stephanie Baier, Stephanie Baliko, Marissa
Berlant, Danielle Bernstein, Jeremy Busch,
Sarah Canfield, Timothy Carroll, Sophie Chou,
Victoria Dalessandro, Alexander Davis,
Vangelis Dimopoulos, Alan Dlugosz, Lyndsey
Douglas, Rebecca Dunn, Zachary Flanzman,
Christopher Freeman, Melissa Goldberg,
Samantha Goldner, Andrew Gorbunoff,
Noorene Helm, Samantha Henderson,
Michelle Jenkelowitz, Maxim Kachalov, Amy
Kocot, Agatha Kuza, Leigh Kwasny,
Michelene Lambros, Evan Levine, Alyson
Linsenberg, Oliviana Lumetta, Samantha
Mannino, Ryan McTernan, Sruthi Narayanan,
Katarina Nier, Daniel Nizri, Adam Offitzer,
Renata Pacaja, Neha Pannuri, Jason Pearl,
Gina Pelosi, Kerry Pierce, Morgan Puleo,
Lindsay Robinson, Kelsey Rossi, Alanna
Salituro, Stephen Scannell, Devon Sepe, Claire
Shashaty, Mackenzie Sizemore, Lauren
Steinbeck, Margaux Streep, Aleksandra
Szczuka, Andrew Van Haasteren, Emily
Weinstock, Kimberly Wenson, Allison
Zimmermann

Regular Honor Roll - Juniors
Stephen Allen, Dina Barny, Andrea

Barone, Ulises Barros, Charles Beelitz, Lauren
Belfer, Steven Berkowitz, Gary Binkiewicz,
Taylor Biondi, Rebecca Brand, Amelia Brause,
Morgan Burke, Michael Burke, Daniel
Campbell, Colleen Campbell, Bianca Chaves,
Cyril Collantes, Charles Cummings, Devon
Daly, Natalie Deduck, Brian Dempsey, Jack
Diaz, Kathryn Dinizo, Corey Fields, Geri
Flood, Kathryn Foley, Christopher Fortunato,
Robert Frazee, Sarah Frier, Marc Fusillo, Kelly
Gajdzisz, Toniann Gattozzi, Jennifer
Geoghegan, Carly Goldner, Alexander
Gonzalez, Alexander Graham, Michael
Hammond, Samantha Hanciles, Lauren
Harnett, Matthew Harris, Michael Henkels,
Lauren Hirschhorn, Sarah Hoffman, Caitlin
Hoynes-O’Connor, Alexandra Joy, Brian
Kahn, Sarah Kavity, Zachary Koch, Jeffrey
Kranz, David Kreps, Morgan Maisel, Kim-
berly Many, John Maxwell, William McColly,
Brendan McEvoy, Delia McGee, Errin
McGowan, Frank Mellana, Siika Merriman,
Todd Morling, Marguerite Murad, Timothy
Nering, Anthony Nival, Nicole Ostrowski,
Kamisha Patillo, Robert Purdon, Ryan Reeson,
Shannon Reimers, Alyssa Resnick, Michael
Riesenberg, Traci Rigano, Jorge Rodriguez-
Larrain, Jenna Romaine, Lauren Rosenthal,
Julia Ross, Laura Ruesch, Marissa Sacca,
Najiba Sahid, Carrie Salem, Perry Sandrock,
Eddie Sangern, Jessica Schroder, Maria Seidel,
Victoria Shack, Theres Sigona, Valerie Smith,
Christopher Smith, Gregory Stein, Sarah
Strong, Thomas Strowe, Justin Terry, Tracy
Toffolo, Laura Toffolo, Devra Traiman, Ben-
jamin Ungar, Michael Valle, David Van Wert,
Siwei Wang, Brendan Westley, Travis
Whitney, Erica Wise

High Honor Roll – Seniors
Antonio Albano, Jennie Altman, Anjli

Bansal, Stephanie Bistis, Caitlin Campbell,
Emily Carow, Michelle Carroll, Donald
Cejovic, Jenna Cepparulo, Regina Chung Loy,
Kelly Cianciotta, Gillian Clark, Adam Clark,
Kathryn Cockrell, Michelle Conway,
Katherine Cornacchia, Thomas Cristiani,
Laura Degnan, Michelle Desantis, Julie
Deutsch, Diana Ferrante, Michael Ferrara,
Erin Finan, David Gigiel, Danielle Giordanella,
Erica Goldberg, Naomi Goldstein, Kristina
Kalkstein, Kapri Kreps, Karthik Kumar, Aysha
Lakhani, Thomas Leong, Yan Li, Thomas
Loop, Daniel Lubranski, Valerie Luby, Kayla
Mcalindin, Jordan Metsky, Kayla Molnar,
Kathryn Moynihan, Gabriella Napoli, Andrew
Pansulla, Petros Petridis, Austin Pfundheller,
Kaitlin Rau, Alyssa Riesenberg, Philip Rivera,
Kimberly Rizzo, Gisella Rodriguez-Larrain,
Christina Romagnano, Christine Ruggieri,
Sarah Schaible, Alessandra Scott, Jessica
Slegowski, Kevin Spaeth, Paul Spicer, Marissa
Squeri, Martin Sweeney, Mangesh
Tamhankar, Linda Timko, Ulysses Velasquez,
Eric Williams, Chang Yaramothu, Rachel
Young

Regular Honor Roll – Seniors
Whitney Adams, Keyana Armstead,

Kristen Armstrong, Katherine Barker, Kerilyn
Bartley, Christopher Bauer, Lissy Benavides,
Kristyn Berger, Christian Berk, Brian Bonacum,
Arielle Brown, Ryan Brown, Michael Bumiller,
Christina Capece, Laura Capoccia, Alex Carow,
Katherine Celardo, Zachariah Chapman, Eliza-
beth Chen, Sean Collins-Cruz, Colleen Curren,
Lauren D’Aloisio, Joseph Del Prete, Kaitlyn
Denker, Nicole Desando, Jennifer Digiuseppe,
John Domanski, Tara Dorilus, Rebecca Dorilus,
Alexander Ebeling, Josef Ellis, Ronald Fields,
Alexandra Friedman, Nathan Ghabour, Daniel
Gilman, Daniel Gore, Gabriela Guzzo, Alison
Haggan, Alexander Hahn, Timothy Hauser,
Eric Heinz, Kaylin Jaichon, William Johnston,
Rebecca Kaplan, Emily Katz, Jeremy Kaufman,
Tiffany Kirkland, Paul Koprowski, Mark
Koransky, Dana Krajcsik, Raychel Kruper,
Allison Lasher, Uikyu Lee, Roger Liu, Jessica
Loshiavo, Genevieve Lubas, Christine Maclean,
Sheryl Markovits, Jenna McGarry, Matthew
McQuoid, Liana Messina, Kaitlyn Mills, Jes-
sica Mindo, Nicole Mineo, Kelly Monroy,
Saxony Nielsen, Anne Marie Noronha, Erin
O’Brien, Zachary Peart, Alexandria Pisauro,
Mary Poillon, Ryan Rappa, Charles Ringel,
Davina Roshansky, Michael Roth, Derek Sands,
Lisa Schardien, Elizabeth Schreiber, Adhitya
Shah, Kimberly Shelus, Reginald Solomon,
Christian Speck, Andrew Steffen, Gert Stepan,
Henna Tailor, Blake Vanbuskirk, Brittney
Veeck, Corinne Walker, James Walsh, Kirsten
Wright, Jennifer Yang, Aaron Zhao

ANIMAL PLANET…Daisy Troop 641 from Evergreen Elementary in Scotch
Plains was treated to a tour of PETsMART at Watchung Commons. The
kindergarteners were able to pet a mouse, snake and gecko.  The girls had a great
time but also learned the importance of proper care and respect for animals.

By YAMINI NABAR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At 8 in the morning, students walk
lethargically into the classroom with
books, cups of coffee and exhausted
expressions upon their faces. Just like
the domino effect, I see the yawns
moving through the room.

As the teacher begins his lecture,
students stare at the board with little
interest, mindlessly copying down
definitions and graphs. Some rest their
heads upon the inviting surface of the
desk, hoping for a moment of repose,
a burst of energy. They raise their
heads once again when the teacher
calls on them, lost and tired.

The behavior described above, preva-
lent in high schools throughout the
nation, results from sleep deprivation,
most often found in teenagers and young
adults. As children mature into adoles-
cents, their sleep schedules change dra-
matically, a factor that partially ac-
counts for teenagers’ sleep deprivation.

Teenagers instinctively wish to
sleep later and, therefore, wake up
later. It is a common misconception
to believe that individuals need less
sleep as they grow older, since ado-
lescents actually require more sleep
than younger children or adults.

The hard reality of school, however,
forces adolescents to awake much ear-
lier than they should and has created a
ubiquitous sleep deprivation phenom-
enon among American teenagers.

With the popularity of email, texting,
and Facebook increasing, students are
confronted with many more distrac-
tions when they sit down to write an
essay or study for a test. Attempting to
complete homework assignments and
chat with friends simultaneously leads
to inefficient work habits, procrastina-
tion and late nights.

An insufficient amount of sleep
can cause serious academic problems.
For most, the desire to sleep over-
whelms the willpower to concentrate
on often boring class material. When
an adolescent is sleep-deprived, his
memory, understanding and alertness
all function poorly.

Ultimately, this can result in bad
grades that have little connection to a
student’s intelligence or ability. To
alleviate this problem, some schools
around the nation have instituted later
start times, which have helped stu-
dents to obtain more sleep and re-
ceive better grades.

Poor academic performance, how-
ever, could be the most trivial issue
caused by sleep deprivation. A contin-
ued lack of sleep affects weight gain
and driving. Although America has
grappled with the obesity epidemic
for years, recent findings show that
sleep-deprived individuals have surg-
ing levels of a hunger hormone, ghrelin,
and low levels of a satiety hormone,
leptin. This imbalance causes increased
appetite for larger portions of food.

Though car accidents are the lead-
ing cause of death for teenagers, many
sleep-deprived teens are out on the
road every day. Sleeping less than six
hours a night affects judgment, reac-
tion time and coordination, all of
which can seriously impair an
individual’s ability to drive.

Furthermore, tests show that indi-
viduals with a .05 percent blood alco-
hol level performed better on a road
test than those who were awake for 17
to 19 hours prior to the test. Although
sleep deprivation does affect adults
on the road, new drivers with little
experience are much more likely to
cause a major accident.

Clearly, a few extra hours of sleep
can make a huge difference, whether
that difference is an extra 10 points
on a math test or a safe morning
commute. Though the movement to
begin the school day at a later time
continues to grow, students should
attempt to get a significant amount of
sleep on weekdays.

Although chatting with friends or
studying for a test seem to be teenag-
ers’ highest priorities, the long-term
effects of sleep deprivation can make
one more hour of sleep the difference
between life and death.

Yamini is a high school junior at
The Pingry School.
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Tamaques Elementary School
To Host Blood Drive Today

WESTFIELD – Tamaques Elemen-
tary School will hold its second an-
nual blood drive today, Thursday,
March 19, from 2 until 7 p.m.

“Volunteer blood donations are
used to save the lives of premature
infants, cancer patients, accident vic-
tims and others with life-threatening
diseases. So blood donors save lives
by giving this important gift,” school
nurse Jeanne Jensen said.

Blood donors must be 17 or older,
weigh at least 110 pounds and be in
generally good health. Individuals
with high blood pressure or diabetes
can donate as long as the medical
condition is under control. Most medi-
cations also are acceptable.

There are some travel restrictions
as well. Those who are not sure about
donating can e-mail
cschetelich@nybloodcenter.org, call
(800) 933-2566 or stop by on the day
of the drive and ask.

Before coming to the drive, donors
should eat and drink well and bring a
form of identification to the drive.
Fasting is not necessary. A choles-
terol screening also will be provided
as a “thank you” to the blood donors.

The Tamaques School PTO will
receive $250 to $350 in gift cards as
an award for 30 to 50 (successful)
donors at the drive.

“The drive is open to the entire
community, so please ask your neigh-
bors and friends to come out and join
us to help make the drive a success
and to perform this important com-
munity service,” Mrs. Jensen said.

Sign-ups for the blood drive can be
done via e-mail or a phone call. Walk-
ins are always welcome. The school
is located at 641 Willow Grove Road
in Westfield. To learn more, contact
Mrs. Jensen, school nurse, at (908)
789-4583 or
jjensen@westfieldnjk12.org.

Cranford DECA Team
Achieves Success at Conf.

CRANFORD – Sixteen Cranford
High School students attended the
February DECA (Distributive Edu-
cation Clubs of America) State Lead-
ership Conference in Cherry Hill, at
which contestants from across New
Jersey competed in multiple business
categories.

The Cranford DECA team had one
first place winner in the category of
accounting, Bridget Wolansky, as well
as four state finalists, including Jill
Feeney, Business Services Market-
ing; Ryan Cathcart, Food Marketing;
Michael Wolansky, Accounting, and
Alicia Mitchell, Accounting.

Also representing the Cranford
DECA team at the state conference
were: Spencer Merman (Sports and
Entertainment Marketing), Daniel
Rodriguez (Sports and Entertainment
Marketing Team Event), Bryan Santos
(Sports and Entertainment Market-
ing Team Event), Ian Henry (Hotel
and Lodging Management), Richard
Armbruster (Buying and Merchan-
dising Team Event), Eric Walsh (Buy-
ing and Merchandising Team Event),
Nathan Verrilli (Automotive Services
Marketing), Brendan McCloskey

(Business Services Marketing),
Stephanie Welch (Entrepreneurship
Written Event), Hillary Joseph (En-
trepreneurship Written Event) and
Allison Przygocki (Entrepreneurship
Written Event).

From April 28 to May 2, Cranford’s
winner, Bridget, will attend the Inter-
national Career Development Con-
ference held in Anaheim, Calif., where
18,000 DECA students from the
United States and Canada will com-
pete in their respective business spe-
cialties and attend leadership acad-
emies.

Overall, Cranford High School’s
DECA Program, aimed at helping
students prepare for business careers,
learn leadership and practice com-
munity service, boasts 48 members.
Business Management and Informa-
tion Systems teachers Donna Cathcart
and Richard Goldstein advise it.
Membership in the club is open to
any student attending Cranford High
School.

www.goleader.com
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Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice
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Westfield
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LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator
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MARONEY GRABS 11, SCORES 12; SOLOMON NETS 14

Bulldogs Creep Past Raiders
For Section Hoops Title, 55-48

HANDZA FINISHED 4TH IN ALL-TIME WHS SCORING

Lady Blue Devils Accomplished
Two of Three Goals in Hoops

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two of three goals were accom-
plished by this year’s Westfield High
School girls basketball team that fin-
ished with a 15-10 record. The accom-
plishments came by way of a Watchung
Conference (WC) National Division
title and a very competitive game with
North Hunterdon in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament.

The Blue Devils finished with a 7-
1 record in the WC, losing only once
to the Plainfield girls, who had two
losses in the division. The 45-40 loss
to North Hunterdon came right down
to the final seconds.

“We set three goals before the sea-
son. No. 1, defend the county champi-
onship! No. 2, win the conference and
No. 3, be competitive in the state tour-
nament. We accomplished two of them,”
Blue Devil Coach Joe Marino said.

Senior point guard/captain Tara
Handza, a four-year starter, sank 340

points this season to bring her career
total to 873 – fourth on the WHS all-
time list behind Erin Miller, Liz McKeon
and Chrissy Jeremiah. Handza was vi-
cious from 3-point range, hitting 32-
for-64 (50 percent). She also led the
team with 114 assists and 74 steals,
while grabbing 115 rebounds.

“She was an outstanding leader, very
coachable and did whatever was needed
to keep the team together. She was the
veteran of the team and she really turned
it on in that last game against North
Hunterdon,” said coach Marino.

Senior tri-captain Keri Pringle en-
dured a leg injury but managed to score
118 points (19-for-41 in 3-pointers)
and grab 95 rebounds. She also had 33
steals, 25 assists and seven blocks.

“Another veteran! She struggled
with a hurt leg but she was a warrior.
She was determined not to let the
team down,” coach Marino said.

Handza, listed in the Union County
(UC) top-five, and Pringle, listed in

the top-15, were selected to play in
the UC All-Star Game at Roselle
Catholic on March 30.

Senior tri-captain Charlotte
O’Leary saw limited time but played
a major role with the younger girls.
“She played a positive role. As cap-
tain, she put in quality time on the
floor and helped out the team,” said
coach Marino.

In her time on the floor, senior
Gabby Jakub scored 36 points, had
14 assists and pulled 18 rebounds.

Junior Diana Venezia scored 245
points, led the team with 174 re-
bounds and 22 blocked shots, and had
27 assists and 26 steals. Venezia, who
was the top rebounder with 201 her
freshman year, was injured her sopho-
more year.

“She came back strong and led the
team in rebounds. She demonstrated
leadership ability for the future,” said
coach Marino.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Barely qualifying for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tourna-
ment by nipping Cardinal McCarrick,
62-61, on February 7, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team drew the last seed
and nearly ran the table until Malcolm
X. Shabazz came up with a 24-10,
fourth quarter run to claim a 55-48
victory and the championship in
Plainfield on March 10.

Senior forward Kevin Maroney,
who sank a pair of free throws in the
final seconds to give the Raiders the
win over Cardinal McCarrick,
grabbed 11 rebounds and sank 12
points against the 20-8 M.X. Bull-
dogs. Point guard Reggie Solomon (2
steals, 2 assists) pumped in 14 points
and center Ishmil Raymond pulled
six rebounds and scored seven points.

“Kevin has been playing extremely
well, especially during the state tour-
nament run. He had to adjust to the
position throughout the year but he
came into his own. Between him,
Reggie and Ishmil at the end, they
were playing like seniors, who didn’t
want their careers to end,” Raider
Head Coach Bennie Martinez said.

The first quarter began like it was
going to be a gala show of 3-pointers.
Bulldog Anthony Willis began the
show with a 3-pointer and Raider Tim
Bonacum quickly answered with a
pair of 3-pointers. After Bulldog Sahid
Williams tied the score with a 3-
pointer, both teams tightened their
defenses but the Raiders won the quar-
ter 16-11. Solomon hit seven of his
points in the second quarter, Maroney
sank four and Raymond buried a 3-
pointer to give the Raiders a 30-20

lead at the half.
The Raiders continued to roll with

an 8-5 run in the third quarter and
senior Shenick Alcine (4 rebounds)
came off the bench and rolled in a pair
of putbacks.

“That is one thing that Shenick has
brought off the bench for us this year.
A lot of energy and rebounding capa-
bilities! Sometimes it’s a bad matchup
because he’s a post guy and he’s only
6’1” but he’s very athletic and knows
how to use his body. Today going up
against 6’5”, 6’6” athletes, I thought
it may be a bad matchup but he came

in extremely well,” said coach
Martinez.

When starting forward Marcus
Green (3 points, 2 assists, blocked
shot) drew his third foul, the Bull-
dogs rolled in six unanswered points
to narrow the score to 38-31. Green
drew his fourth foul very early in the
fourth quarter and had to take a seat
for a while. The Bulldogs crept closer
to make the 40-37 with 6:58 on the
clock.

“It was tough, especially against a
big team like Shabazz, you need all

     Susan Massa Broker CRS SRES Broker ABR 

 Westfield Living 
Open House Sunday MMarch 22 1 to 4  

   554 Highland Ave Westfield  

Offered @ $890,000 this is a rare opportunity to live in a premier 
neighborhood of Westfield called “The Gardens” , the setting for 
this timeless and stately Victorian Home.  
The walkway  from the wide street of Highland and among some of 
the most notable homes in Westfield leads you to a welcoming front 
porch screened for summer comfort ..This home provides 

  Sun lit Open Floor plan w/ high ceilings, Fireplace in Dining   

 Room ,Power Room & laundry on the 1st floor 

 Hugh Master Bedroom w many possibilities. 2 other generous           

               corner Bedroom Rooms & large bath on the 2nd floor 

    Third floor  Bedroom  w/expansion options   

 Den,Office,FamilyMaster suite area   

    Lovely 50 x 200 lot for your garden patio & sports  

          www.seetheproperty.com/45890 

 

      www.NJHomeshowcase.com 

         600 North Ave Westfield NJ 07090 908-233-0065     

call me @ 908-400-0778 

email smassa5207@aol.com 

susan@njhomeshowcase.com 

 

DiIORIO LED TEAM WITH 256 POINTS, 85 ‘D’ REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Boy Cagers Won
Three of Last Four Games

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing a rugged season, win-
ning three of its last four games, in-
cluding an impressive victory over
Watchung Hills on Senior Day, was
exactly what the Westfield High
School boys basketball team that fin-
ished 10-13 did. The Blue Devil boys
struggled through a brutal Watchung
Conference that featured four teams
that, at one time or another, were
ranked in the top-20.

“We lost to Linden by one. We lost
to Elizabeth by one basket with four
seconds to go. Union tied us with
seven seconds left to go to overtime.
All were top-20 teams at one point.
These were disappointing loses,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“We had two cancelled games out of
the conference that I thought we could
win. We had opportunities but weren’t
able to close them down. A few missed

passes and shots, one pass here, one
made foul shot, we make the states.”

The Blue Devils also found them-
selves on the short side of the height
scale. Senior tri-captain Tony DiIorio
had to play against much taller oppo-
nents throughout most of his varsity
career but this year he led the team in
scoring with 256 points (11.1 points
per game [ppg]) and pulled the most
defensive rebounds with 85. He fin-
ished with 126 rebounds.

“Tony did a great job playing out of
position his whole career. He’s only
6’1” and he had to play against 6’4”
or 6’5” guys,” noted coach Everly.

Senior tri-captain Chris Sheehan
led the team in assists with 87, grabbed
95 rebounds, had a 30 percent 3-point
average and totaled 136 points. Se-
nior tri-captain Mike Lessner, with
four years of varsity experience, led
the team with an 83 percent free throw
average, hitting 44 of 53. He also

made 23 steals.
All three tri-captains were multi-

sport athletes, who did not specialize
in just basketball.

“They were part of some success-
ful teams. They worked hard during
the season and did what I asked,”
coach Everly said.

In their freshman season, the trio
played on a team that finished 14-9
and in their sophomore season they
played on a flashy team, featuring
Tom Bonard and Mike Venezia, that
finished 16-10. Both years the Blue
Devils won the John “Butch” Kowal
Tournament in Rahway and qualified
for the state tournament.

With respect to Venezia and Bonard,
coach Everly said, “They worked hard
during the off-season. They played
more than three months out of the
year. To win the conference, you have
to put in a lot of time.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINDING AN OPENING TO SCORE…Raider point guard Reggie Solomon, center, finds an opening between two Bulldogs
and rolls in a lay-up. Solomon pumped in 14 points and added two steals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY BLUE DEVILS’ SCORING LEADER…Senior point guard Tara Handza, No. 3, led the Blue Devils this season with
340 points to bring her career total to 873 – fourth on the WHS all-time list behind Erin Miller, Liz McKeon and Chrissy
Jeremiah.

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 22nd  1-4PM

Westfield . . . Stunning custom designed 6
Bedroom 4 ½ bath 10 year young Center Hall
Colonial featuring a gracious Entrance Foyer
with magnificent staircase; Living Room/
Library w/built-in’s and fireplace; large Formal
Dining Room; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/
professional grade appliances, sitting area and
fplc; grand Family Room with soaring
cathedral ceilings and fireplace; 1st floor MBR
suite w/access to wonderful conservatory; plus
a 1st floor guest wing and Laundry.  Nestled
on a private lane and .77 of an acre.  Truly a
one of a kind Westfield residence.

1163 Lawrence Avenue
$1,785,000
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RaidersBlue Devils

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most Memorable Moments
No. 5: March 18, 1972

(Note: This is the second in a six-
part series of the Most Memorable
Moments of WHS sports history that
the author has personally attended.)

The WHS boys basketball team
opened the 1961-62 season with a
school-record 16 straight wins before
losing 63-60 to Cranford. After a
couple more wins, the Blue Devils
were shocked by Gov. Livingston 56-
40 in the opening round of the Union
County Tournament.

Then they got on a roll in the state
tournament.

Led by sharp-shooting Dicky
Myers and big man Bob King, WHS
knocked off Linden 54-48, Union 55-
47 and then Trenton 59-55 in the
Central Jersey Group 4 final at
Rutgers’ Barn. (WHS didn’t move to
North Section 2 until 1970-71.) It
didn’t get any easier in the state semis,
where perennial power Camden fi-
nally fell 62-59 down at the Camden
Convention Hall. The magic ended in
the state Group 4 final when Chris
Pervall-led Newark Weequahic took
the title 55-52 down in the old
Haddonfield Arena.

By 1962, outstanding basketball
teams had become expected at WHS.
In 1954 the Devils were 14-8, then
16-6, and 17-5 in 1957. The 1959
team captured its first county title –
with big guys Bob Haines, Ray Bailey
and Tom Gilson, plus guards Jerry
Dick and all-stater Kenny Hite – and
finished 24-3, losing in the sectional
final to Weequahic.

The ’63 team went 21-3 and won
another county title, as did the ’65
squad. There were some up-and-down
years, but Joe Coleman’s 1971 squad
went 13-10 before he left to coach
SP-F. In from Ridge High School
came Neil Horne, and he inherited a
basically junior varsity team, with
Tom Pfeiffer and Steve Reddy the
only ’71 players returning with sig-
nificant minutes, although Steve Lee
and Larry Simmons did earn letters.
But coach Ed Tirone’s ’71 jayvee
team went 18-4 (three of those losses
were to SP-F, including the UCT
jayvee final) with Tim Goski, Scott
Novacek, Mike Cooney, Bobby Jester,
Mark Jackson, Greg Allen, Moose
Phillips, Dave Krinzman and Barry
Kaufman.

The 1971-72 season was going to
be interesting, for sure. You had Horne,
an old-school disciplinarian kind of

coach who abhorred turnovers and
forced shots, preferring a patient,
screen-down attack, and was heavy
on the defensive end of the court. The
most talented guy on the team was
Goski, but he was definitely from the
run-and-gun school, comparable to
LSU superstar Pete Maravich, with
the long wavy hair and penchant for
long-range shots. The difference be-
ing that Maravich was coached by his
dad, and Goski was not. It made for
some interesting drama during the
season, shall we say.

The Old Towne was literally burst-
ing at the seams with basketball tal-
ent in those days, as talented guys
like John Havas, Neil Glenn, Craig
Johnson, Steve Tebbetts, Kevin
Hynes, Lou Case, Neil Chamberlain,
Al Deombeleg, Pete Hugger and oth-
ers were not on the varsity, for one
reason or another. But Horne had
known great success at Ridge, and it
didn’t take long to get (most of) his
players to buy into his system.

The best games of the regular sea-
son included an overtime win over
Colonia, one-point victories over
Roselle Catholic and Thomas
Jefferson, and, as always, the games
with SP-F. Although the Raiders no
longer had great players like Randy
Hughes, Jim McDede and Frank
Zelesnik, the matchup of Goski
against Ray Schnitzer was always
worth the price of admission.

WHS was 15-0 and ranked No. 2 in
the state, behind Ewing, when
Cranford halted the win streak on
Feb. 4 with an 82-78 victory. Guards
Richie Mazzella and Norm Hobbie
combined for 45 points, and forward
Chuck Pryor added 23. Novacek had
27 for WHS, Two weeks earlier, WHS
had beaten Cranford 67-27 two weeks
earlier, with Mazzella, Hobbie and
Pryor combining for 18 points. Two
weeks later, Linden shocked WHS
54-51 in the UCT semifinals. So WHS
brough t a 20-2 record into the state
tournament. Following an 88-43 romp
over Parsippany Hills, which had cur-
rent New York Daily News sports col-
umnist John Harper at guard, there
would be no more “breathers.” In the
rubber game with Cranford,
Novacek’s last-second basket allowed
WHS to squeeze out a 61-59 victory.

In the sectional final on March 11,
Thomas Jefferson was looking to
avenge that earlier one-point loss,

and darn near did before WHS ad-
vanced with a 52-50 win in front of
2,200 fans at Roselle Catholic. The
UCT champions led 38-34 entering
the final period and increased the
lead to 42-36 before an 11-2 run (six
by Novacek) gave WHS a 47-44 lead
with 1:51 left. Four clutch free throws
by Simmons, the team’s weakest foul
shooter, kept WHS on top 51-48 until
the final seconds. A basket by 6-foot-
8 Bruce Watson made it 51-50 and a
jump ball was called with six seconds
left. Simmons won the jump and
tapped it to Novacek, who was fouled
and added the final point. The Tee-
Jays finished 23-2, both losses to
WHS by a combined three points!

Three nights later it was
Hackensack in the Group 4 semifi-
nals before 3,500 at Princeton’s
Jadwin Gym. The Comets were a
longtime Bergen County power; back
in 1923 the ‘Sack had ended the 159-
game winning streak of Prof Blood’s
Passaic Wonder Five. Trailing 39-37
entering the final period, WHS ral-
lied for a 56-51 win behind Goski
(20) and Pfeiffer (17).

In the Group 4 final, the opponent
was Triton, a 15-year-old school lo-
cated in Runnemeade, Camden
County. The Mustangs came in with
a 24-2 record, riding a 24-game win-
ning streak and with a win over Tren-
ton in their semifinal. But the crowd
of 4,600 must have made Princeton’s
Jadwin Gym seem like Madison
Square Garden to the players, and
their play reflected it. Turnovers (57
total, 34 by WHS) and missed foul
shots (25) kept the score down, and
the tension up.

WHS led 27-13 at one point, but
needed a buzzer-beating shot by
Novacek in overtime to nail down the
44-42 victory. WHS managed only
five points in the fourth quarter, all by
Reddy, who was playing with an ankle
injured in the semifinals. The Mus-
tangs trailed 40-38 in the closing sec-
onds when Tom Dorsey stole the ball
and drove for the tying basket. Trying
for the block, Reddy fouled him. But
with 12 seconds left, Dorsey missed
the free throw and the game went into
overtime.

Novacek’s basket put WHS ahead,
but with 47 seconds left, Goski
dribbled the ball off his foot and out
of bounds, giving Triton another
chance. After three misses, Bill Pru-
dence finally scored and the game
was tied with 28 seconds left. WHS
held for a last shot but Goski’s jumper
was off to the left. Once again,
Novacek was Scotty on the spot, grab-
bing his 020th rebound and beating
the buzzer with the game-winner.

(On a comical side note, this may,
or may not, have also been the season
when WHS hosted a state tournament
game between, if memory serves me,
Phillipsburg Catholic and one of the
catholic schools from Elizabeth. The
game was only memorable because
WHS uber-fan Al Pfeiffer [WHS, ’38]
was kicked out of the gym by official
Bill Dioguardi. Gary Kehler and John
Lay had to try and keep from laugh-
ing as they escorted Al “out of the

gym” – and took him to an upstairs
training room where he could con-
tinue to watch the game, screaming at
Dioguardi’s calls without actually
being heard.)

THIS AND THAT
The WHS boys basketball team

finished with a 10-13 record, but was
10-5 against non-Top 20 teams. Tony
DiIorio led the team with 256 points,
giving him 655 for his career, No. 21
all-time, but the other four starters
each had at least 133 points – Pat
Sabatino (199), Ryan Hess (180),
Chris Sheehan (136) and Mike
Lessner (133).

The state champion WHS boys
swim finished 16-0 under coach Jeff
Knight. It was the 10th unbeaten sea-
son in the program’s storied 76-year
history. The others were in 1992 (17-
0 under Chris McGiffin), 1979 (11-0-
1, Perry Coultas), 1964 (12-0, Joe
Della Badia), 1963 (14-0, Walt
Clarkson), 1961 (12-0, Clarkson),
1960 (12-0, Joe Kursar), 1959 (12-0,
Kursar), 1958 (11-0, Kursar) and 1941
(8-0, Harold Shaterian).

Congratulations to coach Keri-Lyn
Billows and the WHS girls junior var-
sity basketball team, which won the
2009 Union County J.V. Tournament
with a 53-42 win over Summit to con-
clude a 15-4 season. The starters were
guards Amanda Markowski (25 points
in title game), Danielle Miller and Jess
Mondon, and forwards Gabbi Cerami
and Nicole Bilica. Liz Penczak, Char
Lorentzen, Krista Embrett and Sam
Costello came off the bench to con-
tribute to the victory.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Alexi Kuska (WHS, ’08), a fresh-

man at Richmond, won the Atlantic
10 1,650 championship with a life-
time best 16:52.91 and also swam a
4:56.12 in the 500 free.

Colin Sullivan (WHS ’07), a sopho-
more at Susquehanna, set school
records in the 100 (59.64) and 200
(2:10.81) breaststrokes at the Land-
mark Conference swimming cham-
pionships. He also swam a lifetime
best 2:04.95 in the 200 IM.

Katie Morgan (WHS ’07), a sopho-
more at the College of New Jersey,
was seeded eighth in the 100 breast-
stroke at this weekend’s Division 3
national championships in Minnesota.
She set CNJ records in the 100
(1:05.91) and 200 (2:21.07) breast-
stroke, and broke the Swarthmore pool
record in the 50 free with a 24.08.

Another WHS ’07 swimmer, P.J.
Harley, made his collegiate debut last
month in Penn State’s win over St.
Bonaventure. Swimming unofficially,
the sophomore went 4:44.46 in the
500 and 9:39.68 in the 1000, both of
which would have placed second in
the meet.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The Devil of the Week will return

on April 9, which also is the 200th
Devil’s Den.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

From the Archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

March 1998: Blue Devil junior Ron
Kashlak finished second among the
state’s scoring leaders in boys ice
hockey, firing in 64 goals and setting
up 32 assists for a total of 96 points.
Throughout the season, Kashlak was
on top of the list until he was edged by
Adam Dilly of Mendham in the final
week.

March 1999: Raider senior Blair
Woodward has been selected to the
Star-Ledger Second Team All-State
Boys Winter Track for his efforts in
the high jump. Woodward has cleared
6’10”.

March 2000: Blue Devil freshmen
Chris Marotta and Matt Rothstein were
selected to The Star-Ledger All-Union
County Boys Bowling Second Team
and Third Team, respectively. Three
local athletes were selected to The
Star-Ledger All-Union County Boys
Indoor Track Team. Westfield distance
runner Matt Borchin was named to the
second team for his efforts in the 3,200-
meters. Raiders Nathan Jones and
Darrion Aberdeen were named to the
third team in the 55-meters and high
jump, respectively.

March 16, 2003: Raider junior
Derek Francavilla placed fourth in
the NJSIAA state wrestling tourna-
ment held in Atlantic City. Francavilla
defeated Jack Decker of Seton Hall
Prep (the Region 3 champ), 6-3, then
he lost to C. J. Mays of Oakcrest for
third place.

March 2004: Blue Devil senior, Ryan
Bartholomew, has been named Union
County (UC) Swimmer of the Year in
boys swimming by The Star-Ledger.
He has won four-straight UC titles in
the 50-yard freestyle during his career.
The Blue Devils, who won their 20th
state title to set a Public School record,
were named UC Team of the Year.

Devil of the Week
Will Return
on April 9

UC Sr. Softball Seeks
Players for League

The Union County Senior Soft-
ball League seeks players for its
competitive slow pitch softball sea-
son in both the 50+ Division (birth
year of 1959 or earlier) and the 60+
Division (birth year of 1949 or ear-
lier). Each of our 18 teams play two
games per week, beginning in late
April and ending with playoffs in
August. If interested, please call
UCSSL at (908) 232-0477.

The Westfield High School JV ice
hockey team ended its season by plac-
ing second to Summit in the Union
County Round Robin Tournament.

In Game 1, the Blue Devils lost a 1-
0, defensive battle to Summit.
Westfield goaltender TJ Grasso al-
lowed only nine shots on goal, and
defensive players Emma Foley and
Brandon Vassallo broke up several
scoring opportunities by Summit.

Westfield won its second game
against A.L. Johnson, 3-1. Dylan
Shepcaro flicked in two goals. Rohan
Saigol added a goal to put the game
away. Danny Wolf and Christine Pyo
controlled the puck to run out the clock.

In the fifth game on the card,
Westfield and Cranford skated to a 0-
0 tie. Despite several fast break scor-
ing opportunities by both teams, the

game remained scoreless. Travis
Przbylski and Shane Paulan deliv-
ered some hard checks to the Cou-
gars. In the following game against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Westfield
gave up a shorthanded goal with min-
utes remaining in a 1-0 loss. John
Dedea and Leo Tolias each had two
shots on goal.

Westfield avenged the loss to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the semifinals, 1-
0. The scoring drive started when
Vassallo delivered a hard check to a
Raider center as he came across the
red line. Foley recovered the loose
puck and sent an outlet pass to
Shepcaro, who sent the puck past the
Raider goalie for the score. Zach
Weissglass, and Jordon Seigal con-
tinued to play extremely well on both
ends of the ice.

Westfield JV Hockey Finishes
Second in UC Round Robin

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

NJAR 
Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2008

A Special 

Thank You ...
The ability to perform at your full
potential and exceed client goals in an
uncertain market is truly a valiant
accomplishment, and our NJAR®

Circle of Excellence Sales Award
winners did just that. I am proud to
lead a group of sales associates who see
challenge as an opportunity to excel
and service as an opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of others. 

Buyers and sellers alike benefited from
the knowledge, skill and dedication of
these top producers and it is with great
pleasure that I acknowledge their
achievements. 

Thank you for your commitment to
truly remarkable service and
exemplifying what it means to be a
professional Realtor. I greatly
appreciate you and your tremendous
contributions to our company and
industry.

Pat Hoferkamp 
President of Burgdorff ERA

WESTFIELD OFFICE

600 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065

For all your motgage needs call 
ERA Home Loans 1-888-421-3813

Owned and Operated By NRT LLC 
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Gold ____________________________

Silver ____________________________

Bronze __________________________

Elizabeth Bataille Carol Tener

Julie Manuel
Murphy

Cathy Splinter Joyce Taylor Anne Weber

Lois Berger Patricia Connolly Elaine Demyen Diane Kontra

Susan Massa Patricia “Pat”
Plante

Eulondia 
Resse-Turner

Anne 
Sank-Davis

Sharon Lies

Jill Skibinsky Beth Sullivan

David B. Corbin (Spring 1999 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDERS’ TOP HIGH JUMPER…Blair Woodward was named Second Team
All-State in Winter Track for his efforts in the high jump. Woodward has cleared
6’10” during winter track.

Patricia Marlinski
• Top Sales Month of February
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Patricia Marlinski
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Patricia in, and she’ll bring results!
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Blue Devil Boy Cagers Won 3 of Last 4 Games
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

FERRARA WON DISTRICT CROWN, 100TH CAREER WIN

Difficult Schedule, Vacancies
Haunted Raider Wrestlers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inability to fill all the weight classes
and unfortunate injuries to key var-
sity competitors resulted in a 7-19
record for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling that had en-
joyed winning five District 11 titles
in the past seven years prior to this
season.

“Getting all those independent
matches and knowing over the years
that we have been top dogs in the
conference up until this year has been
really difficult,” Head Coach John
Scholz said. “Wrestling up, I think
we saw three or four top-20 teams
this year but it’s to our advantage to
wrestle that way.”

The Raiders, who had three key
matmen out of the lineup most of the
season, including two district champs,
and had no 103-pounder and no true
215-lb or heavyweight never got the
chance to get rolling and had to con-
centrate on getting the most out of
their more experienced wrestlers.

“We gave up a lot of bonus points.
We were going into the matches 30, 32
points behind and trying to come back.
I give the kids a lot of credit. They
never gave up,” coach Scholz said.

At the top of the list was senior

Mike Ferrara, a four-year varsity man,
who finished his high school career
with a 101-42 record to become the
fifth Raider since 2004 to garner as

many wins. Ferrara finished his sea-
son at 33-5 and his 100th win came at
the right time, in the 152-lb District

Junior center Pat Sabitino averaged
nine ppg with 199 points and led the
team in rebounds with 138 and sopho-
more Ryan Hess came on strong in
the second half of the season to finish
with 180 points.

Junior Jared Rogers, “was a real
fighter, a point guard who controlled
the tempo. He had the hardest job of
getting the ball to the offense. Jared
was a very smart, heady guy,” Everly
said.

Junior Hugo Nolasco contributed
fine defensive skills and is expected to
take on more responsibilities next year.

We insure all drivers

“He played really good defense.
Next year, he will be a defensive stop-
per. He progressed as the year went on.
Offensively, he shot 62 percent from
the floor. He was good at taking the
ball to the basket,” said Everly.

The loss of athletic junior Pat Gray
also affected the team’s shooting, re-
bounding and rotation of players.

“Perimeter shooting hurt us a lot
and the loss of Pat Gray. He’s a good
athlete. Not having him really hurt.
That made everybody shift down a
spot. Tony and Pat Sabitino had to
play a lot of minutes and it took its

toll,” said coach Everly, who added.
“To some younger kids, losing this
year motivated them to work hard in
the off-season. With schedule
changes, it will get harder but I think
they are up for it.”

Looking to next year, another prom-
ising player should be sophomore
Joe Kasmarski, who, according to
Everly, “is a good scorer and gym rat.
He shoots 100 shots each day and
works out in the weight room.”

“I like our energy, dedication and I
think good things are going to happen
next year,” Everly concluded.

your big bodies. There was a stretch
when he got his third and fourth foul,
they made a run right after that. It’s a
big loss when one of your backbones
is on the bench during crunch time.
It’s unfortunate but, sometimes, you
got to play through it,” said coach
Martinez.

Maroney answered with a pair of
jumpers to give the Raiders a 44-40
lead with 5:19 remaining but the bur-
den of missing a big man soon took its
toll and Shabazz zoomed to a 15-4
run to pull ahead for good.

“Even though it’s a tough loss and
there’s a lot of emotions going on in

the locker room, we can’t forget what
kind of a season we had. A lot of
people didn’t expect much of us this
year with all the graduation losses
that we had. For us to almost not
even make the states, having to go on
the road in the states and beating
some of the teams that we did is a
testament to the will and the pride of
these kids,” coach Martinez said.
“This being my first year, I couldn’t
expect having a group of kids I could
be more proud of. This is a group
that went through every up and ev-
ery down through the entire season.
They fought the entire way and we

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

lost to a very good team today.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 16 14   8 10 48
MX Shabazz 11   9 11 24 55

Bulldogs Creep Past Raiders for Hoops Title, 55-48
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THREE MULTI-SPORT ATHLETES…Senior Tri-Captains Mike Lessner, left, Tony DiIorio and Chris Sheehan
were multi-sport athletes, who helped the Blue Devil basketball team win three of it final four games.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING ON STRONG AT THE DISTRICTS…Raider senior Wesley Morrison, left, wrestled his best bouts in the District
11 Tournament to place second at 130-lbs.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

MOUNTAINSIDE WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS

SPLIT CUSTOM CAPE COLONIAL

NEW CONSTRUCTION

THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

SPLIT

$529,900 $624,999 $739,000

$999,000

$2,795,000

$599,000

Freshly painted and updated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split Level home that features a ground
level Family Room, bedroom and powder room. Master Bedroom suite, CAC, updated
baths, rear deck, 2 car oversized attached garage. Situated on a beautiful professionally
landscaped corner lot in the center of Mountainside. MLS # 2658887

This completely renovated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath expanded Cape boasts all the comforts of
country charm with a convenient location to parks, schools and NYC transportation.
Nestled in a park-like setting, this pristine inviting home is in move-in condition with great
attention to detail. All amenities are beginning with a beautiful kitchen with maple
cabinets, center island, stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors, a finished basement with
a powder room, inviting porch and deck, insulated 2 car detached garage and much more.
MLS # 2661575

An ideal location is just the beginning of what makes this grand and elegant home so perfect.
Within easy access of town and schools, this beautifully presented 6 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
Colonial has a gracious floor plan with a large open Living Room with a fireplace,
entertainment-sized Formal Dining Room, first floor Family Room and updated Eat-In-
Kitchen. The second floor offers four Bedrooms. The finished Basement with Powder Room
and the third floor Bedrooms and full Bath expand the living space. Modern amenities include
a newer roof, newer furnace, gleaming hardwood floors and recent interior and exterior
painting. A private yard and 2 car garage just adds to the appeal. Architectural elegance and
charm make this an exceptional opportunity to own a fabulous home. MLS # 2612870

Exquisite New Construction in the Wilson School District. Beautifully appointed 4
bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial. Gourmet kitchen/family room combination with granite
counters, top of the line amenities, gas fireplace. Formal dining room and 1/2 bath complete
the lower level. Second level features beautiful master bedroom suite. Master bath includes
granite counter, jacuzzi tub, 3 bedroom and additional full bath complete the second floor.
Easily finishable walk up attic and basement fill out this 2950 sq ft gem. Large lot features
mahogany front porch and back deck. MLS # 2656176

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities &
an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious
19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-
in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

Mint-condition 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath home in a superb location on a cul-de-sac street,
completely renovated by owner/contractor. Updated Eat-In-Kitchen with cherry cabinets
and granite counters, newer baths, Master suite, Princess suite, finished basement, Family
Room with wet bar, hardwood floors, newer roof and thermal windows, freshly painted.
Large, level lot with tumbled stone paver patio. One block to NYC bus. A true move-in
condition home. MLS # 2659958

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Difficult Schedule, Vacancies
Haunted Raider Wrestlers

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

The First Name in Fine Properties 

431 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ 07901 (908)277-1398 

417 Woodland Avenue, WESTFIELD. $799,000. 

Wychwood Colonial charmer with golf course views. 
Features 2008 updated kitchen with custom cabinetry, 
granite tops, upscale appliances; front-to-back living 
room with fireplace, formal dining room, 3-season porch, 
breakfast room/family room with fireplace, and master 
suite with sitting room. Private yard with brick patio.        
3 beds, 2.1 baths. Web#1331 E. Broad to Woodland. 

OPEN HOUSE

THIS SUNDAY 1-4PM 

11 championship match.
“Top notch kid! Great captain!

Captain of the past! He’s the fifth guy
to be on the banner of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood wrestlers. To win the dis-
trict championship on his 100th win
is just magical,” Scholz expressed.

Junior Tristan Bundy (119-lbs) fin-
ished 24-7 to bring his three-year
varsity record to 71-32. Bundy, who
had defeated Lou Mascola (Seton Hall
Prep), who finished fifth in the state
at 119-lbs, and Heriberto Quintana
(Perth Amboy), who placed third at
112-lbs, was upset in the district tour-
nament, which led to an unfavorable
seed at the Region 3 tournament.

“Tristan just goes and goes and
goes! In practice, he moves side to
side and makes it tough for you. He
beat great kids. He’s right there! Un-
fortunately, things happen,” said
coach Scholz. “His head is screwed
on tight. He knows what he wants.
Next year he is expected to do great
things.”

After being injured early in the
season, junior Mike Ridge never re-
gained his top style but he did finish
with a Union County title and a 15-7
record at 145-lbs.

“Mike! One of the best workout
partners in the room! He was out for
almost four weeks and it’s hard to get
back to that conditioning. He’s an-
other one, from placing fourth last
year (2008) in the regions, he should
be tough next year,” Scholz said.

Senior Wesley Morrison, who fin-
ished with a 16-16 record at 130-lbs,
wrestled his best bouts in the district
tournament to place second.

“It was a great turnaround. He’s
going to win a match by a couple of
points or he’s going to lose it by a
couple of points. He never backed
down, goes after the kids. He was as
tough as nails,” coach Scholz said.

Junior Josh Foote finished 16-15 at
140-lbs but could not compete in the
districts due to a skin rash.

“It was a shame because he could
have placed in districts. He wants to
succeed and is willing to work hard at
it, said Scholz.

Senior Joe Sebolao, a 2008 district
champ at 171-lbs, also spent time on
the injury list and did not quite recover
to full capabilities. Senior tri-captain
Rob Desiato also missed the lineup
due to injury. Senior Ryan McCarthy
finished with a 10-23 record and was

fourth in the district at 171-lbs. Senior
Antonio Dinizo, a two-year wrestler,
finished 7-21 at 189-lbs.

“Joe wasn’t able to heal so well.
Ryan needed another year to fine
tune. Antonio was in some tough
matches that could have gone either
way. The guys will definitely be
missed,” coach Scholz said.

A real trooper, junior Brian Laspe,
spent the year competing two weight
classes above his normal weight.

“No one gets ready for a match like
he does. He goes out there and gives
it everything. He’s out-weighted ev-
ery time but it made him tough,” said
coach Scholz.

Freshman Sean Cannon came on
strong at the end of the season, was
tough as nails, placed second in the
district at 125-lbs and finished 19-15.

“He had a great campaign, espe-
cially the last string of matches.
Coaches and I, when we talk about
Sean, we are amazed at how tough he
is. You slap him around, he’s going to
slap you back and do anything to
win,” coach Scholz said.

With his returning varsity and JV
wrestlers, along with a few talented
kids from the middle school, coach
Scholz looks forward to a promising
season in 2009-10.

Hyatt Golf Pro Discusses
How to Spring into Action

By GARY OSTREGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With winter releasing its grip, we
begin the start off the golf season.
Now is the time to put down the
remote control, dust off the clubs and
get started on your game. Here are
several suggestions to help you pre-
pare for the upcoming season.

The first and most important step is
establishing a positive mental out-
look. Setting a proper goal is the key.
Most of the students that I interview
tend to over-emphasize their score. “I
want to break 90 on a consistent ba-
sis.” This attitude surely adds pres-
sure to any possible chance for im-
provement.

A better way is to start with the goal
of improving the consistency of one
aspect of your game, such as: the
short game, driving accuracy, course
management, or my favorite sugges-
tion, understanding how to manipu-
late the flight of the golf ball. Also,
enjoying the camaraderie of your
playing companions as well as enjoy-
ing the outdoor activity is great for
improving your attitude on the course.
This shift in priorities should help
open the doorway to your physical
improvement.

Before diving headlong into a heavy
practice routine, I suggest some basic
stretching, emphasizing the ham-
strings, shoulders, wrists and neck.
This should be added to any part of
your pre-golf activity throughout the
season. By swinging a weighted club
with slow repetitions, you will im-
prove your muscle tone, tempo, se-
quence timing, as well as hand
strength. Early season grip discom-
fort will be eliminated if you improve
the position of your hands on the
club. I stress palms facing each other
placed slightly away from the target
with consistent pressure throughout

the swing. Hand strength may be the
common ingredient in quality play.

Practice without your golf shoes,
keeping your heels on the ground
through the swing. Weight shift is a
flawed concept at best. Be very aware
that the ball is not in motion. The
trend on tour is a still swing center.

You can’t have balance in the swing
if your set up is incorrect. Your posture
should be “athletic” in appearance with
the weight on the inside of your feet,
with emphasis under your arches.
Notice the tour players are CHIN UP
as opposed to HEAD DOWN. Make
your new season’s resolution to finish
your swing in balance and hold the
finish until the ball lands.

My last article, “Winterize Your
Game”, suggested reviewing your
equipment with regard to repair and/
or upgrade. After proper instruction
from an experienced PGA profes-
sional, your properly fitted equipment
can make a difference. Your set should
include a 460cc driver with at least 9.5
degrees of loft, with hybrids instead of
long irons. Try adding a gap wedge
and/or lob wedge to your set. Wash
your grips. If they are not tacky to the
touch, then replace them with the
proper size in mind. Grips to large can
produce a slice, while grips to small
can produce a hook. Inspect your shoes
for spike replacement. The newer ma-
terials and athletic appearance pro-
vide comfort and lightness to make
your round more enjoyable.

The cooler weather of early spring
can also affect your physical perfor-
mance. You will notice a loss of dis-
tance from the effect of the tempera-
ture on the ball, perhaps as much as
15 percent.

Gary Ostrega PGA is the Director
of Instruction at Hyatt Hills Golf
Complex in Clark. For instructions,
please call (732) 669-9100.

Lady Blue Devils Accomplished
Two of Three Goals in Hoops

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Sophomore Katie Ponce, a two-
year letterperson, mixed it up well
and had good vision to be second in
assists with 59. She scored 120 points,
while pulling 72 rebounds and snatch-
ing 39 steals.

“Her speed is what made her very
feisty. Her defense was outstanding
for a sophomore,” coach Marino said.

Sophomore Martina Landeka was
a pleasant surprise and contributed
103 points, 69 rebounds, 38 assists,
30 steals and three blocks.

“She was deceiving! She would
sneak out of nowhere and make things
happen,” commented Marino.

With her limited time on the floor,
junior Anne Knisely was very effective
under the boards and pulled 44 re-
bounds, while contributing 20 points,
five steals and four blocks. Junior Sara
Nelson also demonstrated her effec-
tiveness under the boards with 47 re-
bounds and 16 blocked shots, while
scoring 38 points and adding 12 assists.

“Anne will be a power forward
next year and Sara is tall, about 6’3”.
It could be a bright future for her,”
coach Marino pointed out.

Junior Nikki Aronson was also quite
aggressive when she got out on the
floor. She had 18 rebounds, 15 points
and three assists.

“Great attitude! Very aggressive on
the floor! She gave us spark when
needed,” Marino said.

In addition to the nine returning
varsity letter winners, the junior var-
sity girls, who won the UC JV tourna-
ment with a 53-42 win over Summit
and finished 15-4, and the freshman
girls, who finished 15-1, should add
plenty of spark next season.

Amanda Markowski led the JV
team in that game with 25 points, Gab
Cerami netted 11, Danielle Miller
sank six, Nicole Bilica scored four
and Jess Mondon had three, while Liz
Penczak and Char Lorentzen contrib-
uted two points each.

FSPY Swimmers Shine
At State Championships

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
swim team had 31 individuals post
qualifying times at the recent NJ
YMCA 12U State Championships
held at the Ocean County Y.

Age 12 Sarah Cronin, with six best
times, placed in the top-10 in all seven
of her individual events, including
second in 100-free, fourth in 50-fly
and fifth place in 100-fly and 200-
free. Jodie Thompson (age 12) had
four top-10 finishes – three in breast-
stroke (fifth in the 50 and sixth in 100
and 200). Sarah Davis (age 10) placed
eighth in the 50-free.

(11-12 boys): Tyler Lessner had
three top-10 finishes, including fifth
in 200-fly and sixth in 100-breast.
Jeff Peart had three top tens, includ-
ing seventh in 100IM and eighth in
200IM. Matthew Auda (age 10) had
three top-10 finishes, including fourth
in 50-fly and seventh in 100IM.

Other point scoring swims (top-
16) included 9-10s Eric Chang (50-

back), Brody Rash (50- and 100-back)
and Maggie O’Connell (100-fly). (11-
12s) Matt Giardiello scored in 50-
and 100-free, while Marcel Green
scored in 50-back.

200-medley relay: (9-10s)
O’Connell, Davis, Anne Marie
Kearns and Casey Daudelin took 11th
for the girls. Auda, Rash, Colin
Sullivan and Nolan Kearns touched
seventh for the boys. (11-12s) Julie
Haggan, Savannah Llewellyn,
Cronin and Thompson grabbed sev-
enth for the girls. Giardiello, Peart,
Lessner and Green were eighth and
Alex Skoog, Peter Tomljanovic,
Andrew DiBiasse and Matt Marino
swam well for the boys.

Freestyle relays: (9-10 girls) Davis,
O’Connell, Julia DiGiacomo and Julie
Stainkiewicz took ninth, while Kate
Musso, Micaela Valli, Rachel Braun
and Daudelin swam well. (11-12s)
Emma Sherry, Cronin, Thompson and
Llewellyn finished fourth.

FSPY Swimmers Excel
At Silver Championships

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
swim team had four individual-event
winners and placed 10th in a field of
31 teams at the recent NJ YMCA
Silver Championships held at the
Gloucester Institute of Technology.

Ages 9-10: Brody Rash touched first
in the 50- and 100-back, and second in
the 100-free. Nick Heath placed third
in the 100-free, fifth in the 50-free and
10th in the 50-back. Micaela Valli
finished ninth in the 200-free. Kathryn
Musso took fifth in the 50-breast and
ninth in the 100IM.

Ages 11-12: Peter Tomljanovic
(100-breast) touched fourth. Isaiah
Thompson (50-breast) finished 10th.
Alex Wang grabbed seventh in the
100IM and ninth in the 50-fly.

Ages 13-14: Molly Gaynor took
first in the 100-breast, third in 100-
back, sixth in 100-free and 10th in the
200-free. Jessica Cronin took eighth
in the 100-fly, ninth in the 200IM and
sixth in the 500-free. Brenda Ho took
10th in the 100-fly. Aaron Markey
was third in the 200-breast. Gracie

Piekarski placed fifth in the 200- and
500-free.

Ages 15-18: Cassie Green grabbed
first in the 50-free, third in the 100-
and 200-free, and eighth in the 100-
back. Kyle Higgins touched sixth in
the 200-fly. Jillian Leahy was second
in the 100-fly. Mikia Samuels was
second in the 50-free and sixth in the
200-breast. Ellen Tomljanovic fin-
ished third in the 100-fly, sixth in the
100-breast and seventh in the 200-
breast. Peter Weigel placed seventh
in the 50-free.

Medley Relays: Girls Green,
Tomljanovic, Leahy and Michelle
Ball finished second in the Open 200.
Boys Markey (13), Chris Stankiewicz
(13), Anthony Pacheco (14) and
Weigel (17) finished ninth. (11-12
boys) Wang, Thompson, Tomljanovic
and Brendan McKenna placed fifth.
(13-14s) Gaynor, Katelin Barone, Ho
and Caroline Lesce captured second.

Freestyle Relays: In the Open 200,
Leahy (15), Ball (18), Higgins (16)
and Green (17) took first. (Boys)
Weigel (17), Markey (13), Sam
Bebout (13) and Edwin Way (17)
finished 10th. (9-10 boys) Kevin
Fleck, Heath, Joshua Davidson and
Nicholas Giardiello captured third,
(11-12 girls) Julie Haggan, Kelly
Bracuto, Amanda Banasiak and
Emma Sherry finished fourth.

Amanda Banasiak, age 11, and 9-
10s Isabella Iacona and Natalie
Jablonski posted personal best. A
dozen swimmers qualified for the
State Championships.

Wrestling Community
Loses Fine Athlete

The Union County wrestling com-
munity lost a fine athlete when An-
thony Casselli (age 17) of Roselle
Park passed away after an automo-
bile accident in Toms River this past
weekend. Casselli appeared on
Corbin’s Union County Pre-Season
picks for the 2007-08 and 2008-09
seasons. He finished his junior sea-
son with a 33-3 record and, this year,
he qualified for the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment in Atlantic City and finished
with a 35-5 record. He was one of
New Jersey’s top 135-lb wrestlers.

Teammate Alex Aravena (160-lbs)
was also injured severely in the acci-
dent. Our deepest sympathies go out
to their families, friends and the
Roselle Park High School students,
teachers and administration.

David B. Corbin (Assistant Pub-
lisher/Sports Editor of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGHING IT OUT…Blue Devil Tri-Captain Keri Pringle, front, endured a leg
injury but managed to score 118 points and grab 95 rebounds this season.

Susan Dinan
Sales Associate
908-400-3918

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

For additional information or directions,
please call direct:

522 CODDING ROAD,
WESTFIELD

Open Sunday, March 22 – 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Beautifully appointed & light filled elegant

colonial built in 2003 by Michael Mahoney. This

gracious home features a 2-story entry & open

floor plan that is well suited for today’s busy

family life. Many amenities include hardwood

floors, moldings, 9’ ceilings 1st floor, gas

fireplace in family room, granite counters,

stainless steel appliances, convenient center isle

in kitchen, landscaped yard, paver driveway &

slate patio.Vaulted ceilings in the master

bedroom add to the feeling of spaciousness. The

basement is finished with a recreation room,

separate office and plenty of storage. Don’t miss

the “bonus” room on the third floor that could

serve as an exercise room or guest suite.

Offered at $769,900



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 19, 2009 Page 15

FSPY 14U Hoops Boys Take
Second Place in ‘Y’ League

SECOND IN “Y” HOOPS…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains 14U boys placed second
in the YMCA Basketball League of New Jersey. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row: Mike Rempter, A.J. Wright, Dylan Sands, Frankie Marrero and Chris
Jackemin; back row, Coach Randy Brause, John Murphy, Robert Zukofsky, Cody
Biondi, Justin Grambor, Sam Brause, Coach Bill Wright and Coach Rick Sands.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) 14U basketball team recently
completed a successful season in the
YMCA Basketball League of New
Jersey, finishing second in regular
season and the season ending March
Madness Tournament.

FSPY competed against Y-affili-
ated teams throughout the state. In
the tournament, FSPY played five
games in two days before being de-
feated in the finals by an undefeated
Montclair team that also won the regu-
lar season crown.

In the preliminary rounds, the FSPY
defeated Somerset Hills and Western

Monmouth in closely contested
games. To reach the finals, FSPY
avenged an earlier loss to Madison
with a hard fought two-point victory
that went down to the final seconds.

The team consisted of 10 eighth grade
players from Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
John Murphy, Michael Rempter and
Dylan Sands were point guards. The
power forward/center big men were
Cody Biondi, Sam Brause and Justin
Grambor. Wing players included
Chris Jackemin, Frankie Marrero, A.J.
Wright and Robert Zukofsky. The
all-volunteer coaches were Randy
Brause, Rick Sands and Bill Wright.

Klimowicz Leads TCNJ
To Basketball Final Four

WF’s Sara Flood Leads
Harvard Lax Victory
Junior co-captain Sara Flood

(Westfield/Lawrenceville School) led
the Harvard women’s lacrosse team
with a career high seven points in a
15-10 win over Quinnipiac on March
7. Flood equaled a career high, four
goals and assisted on three others.
Flood converted on her only free po-
sition attempt, controlled three draws
and caused one turnover in the win.

ROCHESTER, NY…The College
of New Jersey women’s basketball team
punched its ticket to the Final Four of
the NCAA Division III Championships
for the first time in program history as
the Lions rallied past the University of
Scranton, 54-48, on March 14. The
Lions will face undefeated and second-
ranked George Fox on March 20.

TCNJ pushed its lead to 25-16 scor-
ing both on the inside and from the
perimeter. This time it was senior
Hillary Klimowicz (Scotch Plains-
Fanwood) from down low and senior
Nicole Diaz (Egg Harbor Township)
from behind the 3-point arc.

The Lions took a 29-23 lead at the
half but the 15th-ranked Royals
quickly erased that margin starting
the new half with a 7-0 run taking a
30-29 lead with Megan Kopecki
(Watchung Hills Regional) sparking
that run with a 3-pointer. The teams
then remained close setting up TCNJ’s

final rally to secure its first trip to the
national semifinals.

Klimowicz led the Lions with 14
points and 10 rebounds, while
Gregorek and sophomore Kelsey
Kutch (Hillsborough, NJ/
Hillsborough) each finished with. The
win extended the 27-4 Lions’ win-
ning streak to 13 straight and 24 of the
last 25 games.

Annual Fishing Derby Set for Echo Lake Park
The Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club, New Jersey’s grand old club will

hold its 29th Annual Kids Fishing Derby at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
from Saturday, April 18, through May 8 at 8 a.m.

Admission is free for all kids 16-years-old and under. Adults may enter for
a $7 entry fee. All contestants must register by 11 a.m. on April 18. Prizes will
be awarded! Trout up to five pounds will be stocked. For further information,
please call Frank Stack at (908) 245-9070 or Bob Jones (908) 272-3545
between 7 and 8 p.m.

WF Y Devilfish Complete
Part 1 of State Championship

The Westfield Area Y’s Devilfish
swimmers ages 12-and-under com-
pleted the first part of the YMCA
State Championships that was held
at the Ocean County YMCA. Among
31 teams, the Devilfish boys placed
third, the girls placed 17th and the
Westfield Area Y combined placed
seventh overall.

The 9-10 boys placed second in
their age group and are looking to
finish the season with a Top-10 rank-
ing in the NJ YMCA Swimming
Championship. The 9-10 boys scored
328 of the 650 points of the team.
Griff Morgan (50-fly) and Ryan
Daniel (50-free, 100 and 200IM) were
both event winners at the meet.

The Devilfish had 130 swims – 92
swims were personal best times and 71
percent of all swims were best times.
Devilfish had 54 swims that were top-
16 finishes, 31 swims that were top-8
finishes and five swims that were event
winners. During the State Champion-
ship, the team had several records bro-
ken. Ryan Daniel broke records in the

9-10 200-free, 100IM and 200IM.
Stephen Husch broke records in the 11-
12 100-back and breast.

The Devilfish will be competing
in the 13+ Championship in
Lancaster, Pa. this month. For more
information on the Westfield Area Y
Devilfish, please call Brian Guidera,
Director of Competitive Aquatics at
(908) 233-2700 x 263 or e-mail
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House
Sunday, March 22nd, 1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield,
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.g g

Presented by Elegant Homes Realty

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus 
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry, 
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators to each f loor 

and two underground parking spaces per unit.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 a.m. prevailing time on Tuesday,
APRIL 21, 2009 for the following:

2009 FURNISHING AND DE-
LIVERY OF RADAR SPEED
SIGNS

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to ensure ex-
ecution of the contract.

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.

Specifications may be seen or PICKED-
UP at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey. The Mayor
and Council reserve the right to reject any
bid, and to waive any informality in any bid,
if in the interest of the Town, it is deemed
advisable to do so.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey on
Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

UNIFORMS FOR THE
WESTFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT

Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour mentioned in a sealed
envelope marked “Police Uniforms for the
Westfield Police Department” bearing the
name and address of the bidder, addressed
to the Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and must
be in the office of the Clerk ON OR BE-
FORE THE HOUR NAMED.

Bids must be accompanied by a pro-
posal guarantee in the form of a certified
check, cashier’s check or bid bond in an
amount of 10% of the total bid, payable to
the Town of Westfield. Each proposal must
be accompanied by a surety company
certification stating that the said Surety
Company will provide the bidder with the
required performance bond in the full
amount to be contracted.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et. seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Bidders must submit valid State of New
Jersey Business Registration Certificate.

Specifications and proposal forms may
be examined and picked up at the Westfield
Police Department Records Bureau, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, Monday through Friday between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids, also waive any
informality if it is deemed advisable so to
do.
1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

 NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE
SCOTCH PLAINS MANAGEMENT COR-
PORATION (IN COMPLIANCE WITH
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, CHAP-
TER 231, P.L. 1975)

NOTICE is hereby given by the  Scotch
Plains Management Corporation of the
Township of Scotch Plains of the following
meeting:

Date:  March 25, 2009
Time:  7:00 P.M.
Location:  Room 202, Municipal Build-

ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076

Type of Meeting:  General meeting of
the Scotch Plains Management Corpora-
tion.                          .

Agenda:  As above.
Actions to be taken: Actions may be

taken.
Date of Notification: March 13, 2009

1 T - 3/19/09, The Times Fee: $20.91

WESTFIELD OFFICE  600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090  (908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

FANWOOD $469,900
Lovely Bi-Level home offers 8
rooms and features 4 Bedrooms, 2
full baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal
Dining Room, Central Air
Conditioning and 2-car attached
garage.

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,075,000
Classic style at its best, 10 gracious rooms,
4 Bedrooms, 2.1 updated baths, updated
eat-In Kitchen with granite counters and
wet bar, Family Room with fireplace and
French doors to patio, Living Room with
fireplace, Formal Dining Room with door
to sunroom, Master Bedroom with large
custom walk-in closet, 1st floor office/den
and beautiful yard.

SCOTCH PLAINS $599,900
Well maintained home in
outstanding location.  Offers 8
rooms, 2.1 baths, hardwood floors,
Living Room with wood-burning
fireplace, deep moldings, porch off
Formal Dining Room all on a
fabulous lot.

SCOTCH PLAINS $589,900
Spacious Ranch on large corner
property includes 7 large rooms
including 3 Bedrooms and 2.1 baths.
Home has a fabulous layout and
offers an Eat-In Kitchen, Family
Room, sliding glass doors to enclosed
porch and Master Bedroom with
dressing area and full bath.

WESTFIELD $789,000
Easy to move into Colonial, this 9
room home offers a newer Kitchen,
roof, furnace, Recreation Room,
most windows and patio.  New
carpeting in Family Room in 2009,
Living Room with fireplace, Formal
Dining Room, nice landscaping
and quiet location.

WESTFIELD $775,000
Lovely “Wychwood” home has been
totally renovated and is “move-in”
ready.  All new Kitchen and
appliances, 2.1 baths, roof,
landscaping, driveway and more.
Beautiful refinished oak floors,
freshly painted interior and exterior.
Neutral décor.

SCOTCH PLAINS $660,000
Lovingly cared for 1785 center hall
Colonial with so many charming
details.  Wide board pumpkin pine
floors, 2 fireplaces, Butler’s pantry,
roof 2006, large screened porch,
beautiful “country setting”.
Approximately 1 acre level grounds
framed by authentic split rail fence.

MOUNTAINSIDE $725,000
Pristine, updated center hall Colo-
nial sold for 98% of its list price in
only 30 days.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and let them
design a personalized marketing
plan for your home.

An enchanting interior adorned with hardwood floors, moldings and superb updates  enli-
vens this charming Westfield Colonial. The cordial living room with tumbled marble fire-
place opens to the formal dining room. A lovely breakfast area with French door to the 
patio complements the updated kitchen. Renewing your spirit, the family room boasts 
three walls of windows. Nicely sized bedrooms and two full baths, one is updated with 
marble accents, welcome you home. A delightful rec room, powder room, an expansive 
fenced backyard and a splendid location add to this home’s allure. Presented for 
$789,000.

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

         908-233-6417, Direct Dial
            NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
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This Is Westfield 200937th Annual Edition

Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

For honest
reliable
quality
work…

Ed
The Boys

&

Kitchens • Baths

Basements • Additions

Home Renovations and More

973-819-5720

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

908.462.4755
Mr. Reliable

908-654-0924
Chris Baker

Builders & Housewrights
Master Builders

REMODELING

RESTORATION RENOVATION

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

908-232-1199
Residential •Commerical

License # 13VH03090400   Free Estimates • Fully Insured

SAVE WATER • SAVE ENERGY • SAVE ELECTRICITY

SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT

General Contractor
& Residential Builder

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

RENOVATIONS
KITCHENS

BATHS
BASEMENTS

908-370-7632
No Jobs Too Small       Fully Insured

Building Yesteryear Today

•Additions •Renovations

Kitchens & Baths

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

TILE
Repair

732-381-6635

Tune-Up your Grout and Caulk
for Sale of your Home

•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

* HEPA vacuum filters used in Interior & Exterior 

* Plastering               * Wood Stripping 95% to bear wood

* Window Cleaning              * Professional Skim Coating  

* Wallpaper Hanging & Removal            * Faux Painting

* Sheetrock & Spackling             * Gutter Cleaning

* Jobs Completed Neatly and Quickly   

* Free "on the spot" estimates        * House Restoration 

NJHIC #13VH04744100

Seasonal Lawn Maintenance

Landscape Design & Installation

Specializing in Interlocking Pavers

(732) 549-8155

Top Seed Landscaping - 20 Years Experience

         Fully Insured       NJHIC # 13VH03569700

Landscaping

Established 1984

Architectural Trimwork

Porches • Kitchens

Renovations

Baths

908-654-3444

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement
Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation

5 Year Labor Warranty

DK
Home

Improvement

Interior & Exterior
Renovation

732-727-1388
Licensed  & Insured

Ron Lester LLC Home Improvements
908-246-5664

Want it Done Now?  I beat any price.

BATHROOMS, DRYWALL, WINDOWS, DOORS, ALL WOOD WORK,
IN AND OUT, DECKS, PERGOLAS , YOU NAME IT! Hang your HD TV TOO!

Westfield, Mountainside, Cranford References

Why is your neighbor smiling.?..he called me!   Senior disc.
Pay upon completion, and total satisfaction. Licensed/Insured

$50 off any job $250 or more!

CLASSIFIEDS APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield. Lovely 2 BR
Townhouse & Garage near town
& transp. Many Amenities,
CAC, W/D, DW, HdWd Flrs.
$1700/mo.+utils. No Fee.

(908) 568-1217

ANTIQUE ROLL TOP DESK

Antique roll top desk.
Needs work but works

$250.00
(908) 233-0125

JOGGING STROLLERS

Single Baby Jogger $200
Double Baby Jogger $300
Triple Baby Jogger $450

All used, but in good condition.
(908) 233-0125

GENERAL HELP WANTED

Mystery shoppers - Earn up to
$150/ day. Undercover shoppers
needed to judge retail and dining
establishments. Experience not
required. Call (877) 679-6773.

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
619 Raymond St.

(off of Mountain Ave.)
Sat, 3/21, 9am to 1pm
HH items, furniture, etc.

No early birds

HELP WANTED

Union office seeking Full-Time
Admin Asst/Accts Pay person.
Responsib include but not limited
to filing, answering phones &
invoice entry. Excel & Word
required & Quickbooks is a plus.

Send resume to
kcfroden@yahoo.com HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

I’m a woman w/ high level of
experience in house cleaning.
I’m trustworthy, honest & very
detail oriented. Over 10 yrs of
exp. Excellent references.

Contact: (908) 456-4282

BOYS BEDROOM FURNITURE

Used Boys Bedroom Furniture
for Sale. Great Quality & Good

Condition. Beds, Dresser,
Desks, Armoires & More.

(908) 472-3045
LISO@COMCAST.NET

HOLIDAY EMPLOYMENT

HoneyBaked Ham Co., Watchung
seeks sales clerks and food

prep people. Flex. hrs.
Ask for Mgr. (908) 755-3524

EXCELLENT CLEANING!!

I offer cleaning services. Weekly,
bi-weekly, monthly. Honest,
relilable, energetic. Experience
and references if needed. Phone:

(908) 275-7377

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

OFFICE RENTAL

WESTFIELD - Office in premier
downtown location w/ on-site
parking. Renovated space ideal
for therapist, attorney, or
accountant. Call (908) 301-9001

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

ELDERLY CARE AVAILABLE

European lady with 8 years of
experience is looking for evenings
& weekends. Flexible hours.

References available.
Please call: (908) 313-2429

or (908) 232-2798

HELP WANTED

Dispatcher for Westfield Rescue
Squad: 5 p.m. - 9 a.m., Monday -
Friday, plus weekends. One week-
end a month off & 2 weeks vaca-
tion. In exchange for services,
you receive a large one-bedroom
apt. plus utilities. Applicants must
be a couple over 21. Familiarity
with Westfield geographic area a
plus. All training provided. Must
be able to move in and be fully
trained by May 1. Please respond
in writing to fax # (732) 381-0193
or e-mail wrs136@verizon.net

HELP WANTED

Customer Service Rep for
Insurance Agency. Will be
responsible for data entry,
providing quotations, servicing
existing acct’s & handling phone
calls. Must be professional,
courteous & able to work
independently. Family owned
Agency w/friendly atmosphere.
Insurance Exp helpful, Spanish
speaking helpful. 30-35 hrs/wk.

Call (908) 322-5150

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available Immediately!
$800.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

OFFICE SUITE
Beautiful Georgetown style
building, 2nd fl, 1040 sqft.,
kitchenette, private bathroom,
plenty of parking on site.
203 South Ave., East,  Westfield

Call Jim Hely (908) 789-9000

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman looking for
houses to clean.

Good Experience & References
(908) 687-9604
(908) 494-7218

SPEECH LANGUAGE THERAPY

Private therapy sessions in your
home. Specializing in Early
Intervention, Articulation and
Language Therapy. Call Melissa at

(908) 469-8600

DIRECTOR OF SALES

Senior Executive Level
Multiple Income. NO Travel

Or Stress Int’l Growth.
Call Now (800) 587-9046 x4003

Don’t Believe It Don’t Call!

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

“ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Regular Meeting/Public Hearing on 2009-10 School Budget

DATE OF MEETING: Monday, March 30,2009

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME/PURPOSE: 6:30 p.m. (originally scheduled 7:30 p.m.)
Executive Session to Review Personnel Agenda

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken during executive session.
1 T - 3/19/09, The Times Fee: $28.56
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New Year, New HHome, New You!

ular Single-Family Homes Spectac
First-Floor Master Suiteswith F
ent to Brightwood Park Adjace

yers have chosen the 55+ luxury single-family
home community that’s close to everytthing! Heather Glen – Surrounded by the best
of Westfield and Scotch Plains, with a short  commute by train to Manhattan.

for details. Pricing, offer and availability subject to change without notice. * See Sales Representative 

arkway:From Garden State Pa Exit 135 for Westfield. Bear left at ramp, follow circle 
eft onto North Avenue. First right onto Elm Street. Cross Broadonto Central Avenue. Le
first right onto Prospect Ave. Pass Brightwood Park, first left Street. Left at Dudley, fi
to end. Left into Heather Glen.onto Madison Avenue, t

From The West: 2 East (toward Echo Lake). Turn right onto Lawrence Avenue. US 22
rchester Way. Turn right onto Oak Tree Pass. Turn right onto Make 1st right onto Bar
ft onto Madison Ave. Turn left into Heather Glen.Prospect Street. Turn lef

HOMES FROM
THE MID $400’s!*

5 M
inutes F

rom 

Downtown W
estfi

eld

HEATHERGLENWL.COM  908-301-9200

NJAR® CI RC L E O F EXC E L L E N C E SA L E S AWA R D®,    

KATHLEEN GWALDIS
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008
Ambassador’s Club, Sales Club, Marketed Club
Westfield Office

NJAR® CI RC L E O F EXC E L L E N C E SA L E S AWA R D®, 2008 GO L D

MARIE WOJCIK
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008 
Executive’s Club, Sales Club, Marketed Club
Westfield Office

PHYLLIS BROWN
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008
Sales Club
Westfield Office

JAMES EUWER
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008
Executive’s Club, Sales Club, Marketed Club
Westfield Office

NANCY KRONHEIMER
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008 
Ambassador’s Club, Sales Club, Marketed Club
Westfield Office

TRESSA MALONE
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008
Executive’s Club, Sales Club, Marketed Club
Westfield Office

ALAN RUBIN
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008 
Sales Club
Westfield Office

PHYLLIS STERN
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008
Sales Club, Marketed Club
Westfield Office

ANDREW WEISSMAN
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 2008 
Ambassador’s Club, Sales Club, Marketed Club
Westfield Office

WESTFIELD OFFICE - 908-654-7777

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-01-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 9 OF CHAPTER 1
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD TO IN-
CREASE THE COST FOR
OBTAINING CERTIFIED COP-
IES OF CERTAIN DOCU-
MENTS

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on March
10, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/19/09, The TImes Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-02-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 141 OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
MODIFYING THE PERMITTED
HOURS FOR CANVASSING,
SOLICITING AND DISTRIB-
UTING CIRCULARS IN THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on March
10, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/19/09, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Stickel, Koenig &
Sullivan, 571 Pompton Avenue, Cedar
Grove, New Jersey 07009

NATURE OF SERVICES: The Town of
Westfield enters into a contract with Stickel,
Koenig & Sullivan in conjunction with the
services provided by Stuart R. Koenig, as
special counsel to provide legal services
to the Town of Westfield for litigation.

DURATION: March 10, 2009 through
December 31, 2009

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $35,000.00.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $18.87

UC Senior Receives
Comcast Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
announced that Connor Dick received
the Comcast Leaders and Achievers
Scholarship.

Every year, Comcast and the
Comcast Foundation reach out to high
school guidance counselors and
principals to collaborate in identifying
the best and brightest high school
seniors in their communities.

Connor will be awarded a one-time
grant of $1,000 to be used toward his
pursuit of higher education. Since
2001, the program has recognized
more than 9,500 students around the
country and given away more than
$9.5 million in scholarship grants.

As a student at Union Catholic,
Connor has been a member of the
Varsity Baseball Team, Peer Ministry,
Big Brother/Big Sister Program and
a Student Ambassador.

 Connor Dick

GREEN DAY…Franklin School recently held a “Litterless Lunch Day” to help
reduce the exorbitant amount of trash created in the environment daily. Students
wore green and utilized only reusable containers and cloth napkins, forgoing the
usual foil and plastic sandwich wraps and/or prepackaged foods and disposable
tableware. Additionally, fourth grader Jack Miller won a school-wide contest for
his “Franklin Green Machine” mascot built exclusively from lunch packaging
and recyclables. Pictured left to right are fifth graders Bryanna Reinhardt and
Emily Piesco with their litterless lunches.

NAMI Event to Focus
On Legal Services

AREA – Marc Snyder, managing
attorney of the Community Health Law
Project (CHLP) in Union County, will
speak on Monday, March 23, at a
program sponsored by NAMI (Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness) of
Union County.

Mr. Snyder will discuss services
available through CHLP. A non-profit
advocacy and legal services group, it
serves the needs of low-income New
Jersey residents with psychiatric and
other types of disabilities, as well as
the elderly. Audience questions will
be welcome. His talk will cover Social
Security Disability (SSD), Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI), housing,
discrimination, Medicaid and Medi-
care, among other civil matters.

The program will begin at 7:30 p.m.
at the Osceola Presbyterian Church,
located at 1689 Raritan Road in Clark.
For more information, call (908) 233-
1628, e-mail nami.union.nj@nami.org
or access nami-nj-uc.org.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Sitting on over an acre of park-like property, Twenty-One Fenimore Drive is
one of the most prestigious addresses in Scotch Plains and will be a happy
and comfortable home to the most discerning buyer. As a complete custom
renovation in 2006 , you will find features, not typical in newly constructed
properties, which meld gracious old-world elegance with every modern
convenience. From the charming bluestone porch to the exterior copper
flashing, from the park-like property to the convenient powder room with
exterior access for entertaining,  from the grand entry-foyer to the columns
flanking the living room, from the fireplace in the formal dining room to the
French doors leading to the library, from the first floor guest suite to the
sumptuous master bedroom complete with a marble bath boasting dual
sinks, a soaking tub and a European shower with body sprays, from the
23’x15’ kitchen complete with a fireplace, center island, sun-filled breakfast
room and adjoining mud room to the private third floor office area… THIS
HOME IS TOTALLY UNIQUE AND HAS IT ALL! Please call me for a private
showing or come to the open house this Sunday. $869,900. MLS#2664046

Open House: Sunday, March 22nd 1-4PM
21 Fenimore Drive, Scotch Plains
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 10-04 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
SUPPLIES FOR THE 2009-2010

SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 21,  AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $72.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted the follow-
ing resolutions at its March 9, 2009 meet-
ing for the following applications heard at
its February 9, 2009 meeting:

Bernadette Murphy & David Johnson,
328 West Dudley Avenue, Applicant
sought an extension of variance approval
memorialized March 10, 2008. Applicant
was granted permission to construct first
and second floor additions and to install air
conditioning condensers on the side of the
house contrary to Sections 12.04F1 and
13.02H6 of the Land Use Ordinance. One
year extension granted.

Richard and Laura Brockway, 127
North Euclid Avenue, Applicant sought
an extension of variance approval memo-
rialized February 8, 2008. Applicant was
granted permission to erect a front porch
contrary to the requirements of Sections
12.03D, 11.08E6, 12.04F3 and 12.04F3
of the Land Use Ordinance. One year
extension granted.

James & Kimberly Peterson, 257
Kimball Avenue, Applicant sought per-
mission to allow a commercial vehicle to
be parked on residential property contrary
to Sections 15.03B1, 15.03B2, 15.03B3
and 16.07C of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application denied.

Patrick Collins, 520 Kimball Turn,
Applicant sought permission to construct
a one story addition to the rear of the
house contrary to Section 11.07E7 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Approved with con-
ditions.

Daniel & Michele Glazer, 736 Saint
Mark’s Avenue, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct front and rear additions
contrary to Sections 12.03D and 11.09E7
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved with conditions.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fischer, 14 Bennett
Place, Applicant sought permission to con-
struct an addition to the rear of the house
contrary to Section 11.06E7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved with
conditions.

John & Patricia Bowen, 901 Union
Street, Applicant sought permission to
construct a wrap around front porch con-
trary to Sections 11.07E5 and
11.07E5(12.03C, D and E). Application
approved with conditions.

David & Sarann Wood, 250 Seneca
Place, Applicant sought permission to con-
struct first and second floor additions con-
trary to Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $57.63

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-287
amending (Resolution No. 2008-997)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo and Renaud,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICE: special counsel in the matter

entitled Eduardo Tapari v. UC, et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000

for a new contract amount not to exceed
$60,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-282
AWARDED TO: Imperial Construc-

tion Group, Inc., Pine Brook, New Jer-
sey

SERVICE: for the purpose of providing
construction management services for the
Union County Courthouse Tower Addition
and Stairwell Modernization Project in
Elizabeth, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount of $925,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $21.93

A ROCKIN’ TIME…Holy Trinity Interparochial School Committee Members
prepare for the Third Annual “Trinity Rocks” Dinner Dance and Auction
featuring The Broadcasters. The event will be held on Friday, April 3, at 7:30 p.m.
in the school auditorium in Westfield and is open to the public. Pictured, from left
to right, are Glenn Fannick, Doreen Notar, Daria MacDonald and Erin Jacobs.
For ticket information, visit htisnj.com.

History Groups to Present
Volunteer Fair March 27

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society and the Miller-Cory
House Museum will present a volun-
teer fair for those interested in preserv-
ing and sharing local history on Friday,
March 27, in the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room, located at
425 East Broad Street.

The fair will begin at 7:30 p.m. with

short presentations on two historic
Westfield properties, the Miller-Cory
House at 614 Mountain Avenue and the
Reeve House at 314 Mountain Avenue.

Miller-Cory is seeking individu-
als interested in becoming docents
and interpreting Colonial life for
museum visitors, learning Colonial
crafts and demonstrating them, cook-
ing over the open hearth, caring for
the museum gardens and working in
the gift shop on Sunday afternoons.

The historical society recently signed
a long-term lease with the Town of
Westfield to restore and use the Reeve
House. Built in 1875, this Italianate-
style house backs up to Mindowaskin
Park and currently is being restored for
future use as a permanent home for the
Society and for its museum and ar-
chives. Volunteers are being sought to
help with the project in various areas.

Representatives from other commit-
tees of the Society, including Museum
and Archives, Programs, Education,
Fundraising, Grants, Publicity and
Membership, will be available to pro-
vide information about the activities
and needs in these areas. The Society
has an oral history project for which
volunteers also are needed.

The fair will run until 9 p.m., and
light refreshments will be served. All
ages from student to adult are wel-
come. For more information, call (908)
654-1794 or the Miller-Cory House
Museum at (908) 232-1776.

Thrift Shop Offers Items
For Spring, Special Raffle

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that spring
merchandise is now available at its
thrift shop, located at 1730 East Sec-
ond Street in Scotch Plains.

The shop is stocked with gently
used clothing for the whole family,
plus shoes, purses, hats and scarves.
Proceeds are used to make donations
to local organizations.

This year, the thrift shop is cel-
ebrating its 35th year anniversary of
serving the community. As a way of
thanking its customers and support-
ers, a special drawing is being held.
Thirty-five new items are on display
in the shop’s main room. Visitors are
invited to stop by and enter as many
times as they wish. Individuals just
need to write their name and tele-

phone number on their sales receipt
and put it in a matching numbered
bag of a prize they would like to win.
Prize winners will be called on Satur-
day, March 28. Individuals need not
be present to win.

Items include a men’s large size
Reebok jacket, men’s Lacoste golf
shirt, Lenox swan, bud vase and small
candy dish, cookie jars with cookies,
travel games, Fisher Price “Baby’s
First Doll,” Waterford crystal desk
clock and candle holders, watches and
frames, among other merchandise.

Business hours are 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday. Donations are
accepted Tuesday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to noon. For more infor-
mation or directions, call the thrift
shop at (908) 322-5420.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-04-R

AN ORDINANCE VACATING
A PORTION OF BEVERLY
AVENUE IN THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on March
10, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/19/09, The Times Fee: $16.32

Chris Christie On The
Property Tax Reduction

It is time to stop the pain Governor
Corzine is inflicting on New Jersey’s
middle class.

Governor Corzine’s budget proposals
will cost the average New Jersey family
making $75,000 per year an additional
$1,700 to $2,000. It is unacceptable to
punish honest, hardworking taxpayers and
loyal businesses with higher income taxes,
higher business taxes, and even higher
property taxes. In this economic environ-
ment, income taxes should not be raised.
Business taxes should not be increased.
And property tax rebates cannot be slashed.

I am calling today for the State Legis-
lature to promise the people of New Jer-
sey that they will reinstate the property
tax deduction that Governor Corzine pro-
posed eliminating last week. If they do
not, I will immediately reverse it when
elected.

Governor Corzine cannot lead us out of
tough economic times by raising taxes on
New Jersey’s middle-class families. The
way to fix the budget is by bringing jobs
to New Jersey, lowering taxes and broad-
ening our dwindling tax base.

Chris Christie
Candidate for Governor of NJ
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-281
amending (Resolution No. 845-1999)
AWARDED TO: Kupper, LLC, Tren-

ton, New Jersey
SERVICE: for the reconstruction of the

East Inman Avenue Bridge (Ra13) over
the South Branch of Rahway River,
Rahway, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount of $19,400 for a
new contract amount of $242,297

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $21.93

NJ Veterans Entitled
To Tax Deduction

I recently became aware of the
Veteran’s Property Tax Deduction of
$250, which would have benefited me for
many years. I do not recall ever having
read about this in any statewide, local or
community publications. Therefore, I
would like to pass along this information
to all New Jersey residents.

In order to be eligible for this tax de-
duction, one must be or have been a
veteran during active wartime service.
Eligibility, also, applies to a surviving
spouse of such a veteran. Both have to be
New Jersey residents.

Applications are available at your com-
munity tax collector’s office. You will be
informed of required documents for proof
of eligibility.

I hope this helps anyone who is en-
titled to this deduction, especially, in
these difficult financial times. I only
wish I would have known about this a
long while ago.

Susan Iaccarino
Fanwood

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-03-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 8 OF CHAPTER 156
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD TO
REQUIRE OWNERS OF R-3
STRUCTURES TO RE-APPLY
FOR SMOKE AND CARBON
MONOXIDE DETECTOR AP-
PROVAL IF SUCH STRUC-
TURE FAILS TO OBTAIN AP-
PROVAL DURING THE FIRST
INSPECTION

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on March
10, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/19/09, The Times Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-265
AWARED TO: Union County Eco-

nomic Development Corporation,
Union, New Jersey.

SERVICES: to provide procurement
training/technical assistance to private
businesses within Union County and as-
sociated general economic development
services to the County

PERIOD: January 1, 2009-December
31, 2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$80,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

USER - FEE BASED SPRING
RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP
PROGRAM

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076 (attn: Bar-
bara Riepe, Township Clerk) until April 15,
2009 at 10:00 a.m.

The Township of Scotch Plains (herein-
after “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be pre-
sented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked, “USER FEE BASED RESI-
DENTIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM” 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076. No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) days after the date
of the bid opening except if provided for
herein. The bid of any bidder who con-
sents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package. Specification and bid
forms may be obtained at the Office of
Public Property, 2445 Plainfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, between the hours of 9:00
am and 3:00 pm, Monday through Friday
and purchased for a $50.00 non-refund-
able fee.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company , payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract. The bid security
shall be in the amount of ($500.00) Five
Hundred Dollars.

All bid security, except the bid security of
the three apparent lowest responsible bid-
ders shall, if requested in writing, be re-
turned after ten days (10) from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and Holidays
excepted) and the bids of such bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.

The successful Bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in an
amount equal to one hundred percent
(100%) of the amount of the accepted bid
at the time of contract execution. A Con-
sent of Surety regarding bonds required

by the Contract Documents shall also be
submitted with the bid. Sureties shall be
licensed and/or authorized to transact
business in the state of New Jersey and be
acceptable to the Authority. The term of
the contract shall be for a period com-
mencing June 2, 2009 to June 30, 2009
with an option to renew for one addition
period at the sole discretion of the Town-
ship.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et seq. The Township shall award
the bid to the bidders which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves,
the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated. The
Township also reserves the right to not
utilize these services if they are not neces-
sary.

The selected Bidders, will, within seven
days (7) of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.

All bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127 entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to discrimi-
nation in connections with Certain Public
Contracts and supplementing the Law
Against Discrimination approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)” N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

All bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the
requirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
5661 through 56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1 and must submit a Business
Registration Certificate with the Bid Docu-
ments.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56,25 et seq.

All Bidders must submit, with their bid, a
copy of their and their contractors and sub-
contractors Business Registration Certifi-
cate, regardless of whether a Business
Registration Certificate may have previ-
ously been filed with the Township or
Department of Public Works in the past
with a prior bid. This requirement is MAN-
DATORY and a bid without a Business
Registration Certificate enclosed MUST
be rejected.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

KEVIN WARD
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROPERTY

BARBARA RIEPE
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 3/19/09, The Times Fee: $116.28

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, April 6, 2009  in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeal:

Ronald L. Rasmussen, 414 (Block 3302,
Lot 7) and 416 (Block 3002, Lot 8) Westfield
Avenue (P-2 zone), seeking preliminary
and final major site plan approval for a
modification of utilization (general office
use to professional office use of lot 7) and
a proposal to add approximately 126
square feet of paved area to lot 7 and
approximately 160 square feet of paved
area to lot 8 and seeking approval of a
proposed shared parking arrangement per
Section 17.02F of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Applicant seeks variance relief from
the following sections of the Land Use
Ordinance:

Section 12.04G (per Section 11.21E.7)
allows a maximum all improvement cover-
age of 50%. Applicant proposes all im-
provement coverage of 69.8% for lot 7 and
62.5% for lot 8.

Section 17.07 requires all parking areas
and driveways be curbed with granite block
curbing. Applicant does not intend to curb
the parking area and driveway.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Secretary, Planning Board

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-259
AWARDED TO: Partners Healthcare,

LLC, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide pharmaceutical

services to the residents/patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: April1, 2009- February 28,
2010

COSTS: in the amount of $1,200,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-266
AWARED TO: Union County Eco-

nomic Development Corporation,
Union, New Jersey.

SERVICES: to provide general eco-
nomic development services within Union
County

PERIOD: January 1, 2009-December
31, 2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$80,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-05-S

CALENDAR YEAR 2009
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
APPROPRIATION LIMITS
AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP
BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on March
10, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/19/09, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION No: 2009-275
amending (Resolution No. 2009-223)
AWARED TO: Everest National In-

surance Company
SERVICE: awarding insurance Policies,

to reflect a change in insurance company
and premium amount to replace AIG

PERIOD: March 1, 2009- February 28,
2010

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$721,140 plus NJPLIGA surcharge of
$6,490 for a total amount of $727,630

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $24.99

Musicales Feature A
WF Native Baritone

WESTFIELD – The First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, located at
125 Elmer Street, continues its series of
Mid-Day Musicales featuring
Westfield-related musicians with a pro-
gram by native baritone Jesse Blumberg
on Wednesday, March 25, at noon.

Mr. Blumberg will present a pro-
gram of songs in English and German,
including classical and Broadway rep-
ertoire, accompanied by note collabo-
rative pianist Erika Switzer. These free,
half-hour concerts are followed by an
optional soup-and-sandwich luncheon
available in the social hall for $6.

Mr. Blumberg grew up in Westfield
and is a graduate of Westfield High
School. He has a busy career in opera,
oratorio and recital venues.

He made important debuts during
the 2006-2007 season. On the opera
stage, he created the role of Connie
Rivers in the world premiere produc-
tions of Ricky Ian Gordon’s The Grapes
of Wrath at The Minnesota Opera and
The Utah Symphony and Opera.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

FCC Plans to Present
Last Words of Christ
WESTFIELD – The First Congrega-

tional Church of Westfield, located at
125 Elmer Street, will present a perfor-
mance of “The Seven Last Words of
Christ” by Theodore Dubois at its Sun-
day morning worship service on March
22 at 10 a.m.

This performance, by the Festival
Chorus and soloists, will be conducted
by the church’s music director, Barbara
Thomson, and will feature soprano
Marianne Cope, tenor Jon-Michael Ball
and baritone Christopher DeVage.

This oratorio is a setting of the final
sentences spoken by Christ at the cruci-
fixion and includes soaring melodies,
violent mob scenes and a musical de-
piction of the earthquake that followed
Jesus’ death.

The organ will be augmented by
harp and timpani in this performance,
which will be sung in English. Visitors
are invited to attend. To learn more,
call (908) 233-2494.

Local Synagogues to Present
‘Green’ Fair on March 29

AREA – Temple Beth O’r/Beth To-
rah in Clark, in conjunction with Con-
gregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
and United Synagogue Youth, will
present an environmental fair entitled
“Green Footsteps to the Future” on
Sunday, March 29.

Open free of charge to the public, it
will take place from 1 to 4 p.m. at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah, located at
111 Valley Road in Clark.

ShopRite of Clark, New Jersey
American Water Co. and Parker Green-
houses of Scotch Plains will be among
the participants, with each presenting
ways in which people can “green” their
lifestyle through environmental home
cleaning, non-toxic gardening and en-
ergy conservation. Additionally, Barnes
and Noble of Clark will host an envi-
ronmental arts and crafts and environ-
mental story hour.

Webelos II Den Cub Pack No. 98 in
Scotch Plains will lead a neighborhood
cleanup project.

Professor Hazem Tawfik, director of
the Institute for Research and Technol-

ogy Transfer at State University of New
York at Farmingdale, will exhibit a
battery and bio-diesel-powered go-kart
and motorcycle designed at the school.

Transatlantic Electric Conversions
will display hybrid automobile tech-
nology. The Sierra Club, Audubon So-
ciety and Great Swamp Watershed As-
sociation will present information on
their environmental initiatives.

Rabbi Akiva Lubow of Temple Beth
El-Mekor Chayim of Cranford and
Cantor Steven Stern of Temple Beth
O’r/Beth Torah will lead a discussion
on the religious sources of environ-
mental ethics.

For more information, call Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah at (732) 381-8403.
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NJWA Conducts Auditions
For Young Musicians

CHAMBER MUSIC…Brent Geyer
will conduct the Chamber Music Work-
shop this summer at the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.

WESTFIELD – On two Sundays,
March 22 and 29, the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) will conduct
auditions, for students in grades 5
through 12, for ac-
ceptance into a
prestigious summer
camp for talented
young musicians.

The auditions
will be held at the
NJWA studios at
150-152 East
Broad Street in
Westfield, from 1 to
4 p.m. The audition
will include solo,
scales and sight-
reading.

The Chamber
Music Workshop
will take place at
the NJWA studios
from 9 a.m. until 3
p.m. daily, from
June 29 until July
3. Instruments to be
studied include the
violin, viola, cello
and string bass.

The curriculum
includes the study
of theory/rhythm,
mastering techniques, solfeggio/sight
reading, chamber ensembles, audition
preparation, solo performance and daily
performance/master class.

Brent Geyer, a teacher within the

Westfield school system and a mem-
ber of the NJWA Music Studio staff,
will coordinate the Chamber Music
Workshop. Mr. Geyer, graduate of

West Chester Uni-
versity, holds a
Bachelor of Mu-
sic degree in Edu-
cation and in Pi-
ano Performance.
He previously
taught piano at the
Friedlander Piano
Studio in West
Chester, Pa. and
has extensive per-
formance and en-
semble experi-
ence.

The recipient of
nearly two-dozen
awards and schol-
arships, Mr. Geyer
is a member of the
New Jersey Music
Education Asso-
ciation and the
MENC: National
Association for
Music Education.
He was recently
named the direc-
tor of the All-City

Orchestra.
Tuition for the workshop is $375.

To arrange for an audition, call the
NJWA at (908) 789-9696 or visit the
NJWA studios.

Peppito’s Exhibition Opens
March 13 At UCC Gallery

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT…Butteryfly Two is part of a series of small sculp-
tures of insects and butterflies. This sculpture is a combination of a blond doll
head, an acorn, a floating hamburger watch face, a gold-flecked blue bead, orange
glass swirls, an army man and a ninja. It has sewn, embroidered and beaded wings
and a body painted with houses and a bee.

CRANFORD – From March 13
through April 18, a mixed media and
sculpture exhibition by artist Julie
Peppito will be on display in the
Tomasulo Gallery at Union County
College’s Cranford campus.

The exhibition will be comprised of
a range of the media that she uses and
will include an installation, small sculp-
tures and works on paper, panel and
canvas.

Bugs, flowers, trees, monsters, con-
sumerism, luxury and trash are all re-
curring themes in Ms. Peppito’s work.

She sees potential in every scrap of
paper, bottle top or pebble and com-
bines these things into fantasy-world
narratives either on panel, paper or by
wrapping them together into three-di-
mensional forms.

Ms. Peppito will be exhibiting “Try-
ing Not to Die,” a mixed-media instal-
lation that explores the idea that people
often buy clothes and other items as a
substitute for the connections to nature
and to each other for which we long.

To make this installation, she laid out
a pair of black pants and a black sweater

flat on the floor in a way that seems to
reference the chalk outline of a murder
victim. She then sewed the trunk of a
tree emerging from the center of the
silhouette in the same black fabric.

The trunk merges with branches con-
structed of old toys, compacted soda
cans, miscellaneous fabric scraps, gum
ball machine plastic balls, insects and
twigs that spread out and reach to the
ceiling.

Layers of detailed items, sewn scraps
of paper and dense areas of dotted
fabric paint are interspersed through-
out the piece.

The opening reception for this exhi-
bition will be held on Friday, March 13,
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Tomasulo Gal-
lery, located on the first floor of MacKay
Library on the college’s Cranford cam-
pus, located at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Mondays through Thursdays and from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. Evening
hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays
through Thursdays. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 709-7155.

Individuals Over 60 May
Enter Senior Art Show

COUNTY – Artists who are 60 years
of age or older and reside in Union
County are invited to exhibit an origi-
nal work of art – completed within the
last three years – in the annual Union
County Senior Art Show. Entrants may
be either amateur/non-professional or
professional in status.

The Union County Senior Art Show,
which starts with an opening recep-
tion, is held from mid-June to mid-
July at the spacious enclosed atrium
of the Elizabethtown Gas Company,
located at 1085 Morris Avenue in the
Township of Union.

Any person who meets at least two of
the following criteria is considered a
professional: sold the type of art en-
tered in the exhibition through com-
mercial channels, exhibited in a profes-
sional gallery and held professional
membership in a guild or association.

The following are the categories of
eligible work: oil, acrylic, watercolor
(includes gouache), pastel (including
chalk, charcoal and oil pastel), print
(such as etching, engraving, lithograph,
woodcut, monoprint, monotype,
silkscreen, etc.), drawing (including
pencil, pen, ink, graphite, and mark-
ers), mixed media (combines two or
more media, no one of which clearly
predominates; includes collage and as-
semblage), sculpture (designed in three-
dimensions, carved or constructed in
any medium, abstract or figurative,
painted or unpainted), craft (one-of-a-
kind creations only, no craft kits or
molds), computer imagery (artwork
created by computer only, using a pixel-

based painting or graphics program such
as Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator
or Corel Painter) and photography.

Please note: photos taken by digital
camera, digitally altered photos, and
images made using a scanner must be
entered in the Photography category.

New guidelines require that hanging
artwork, craft and photos must be no
more than 36 inches and no less than 11
inches in height and width, including
matting and outside-edge frame dimen-
sion.

Standing sculptures or 3-D crafts
may not exceed 18 inches in height,
width or depth, including the base. All
works must be properly labeled and
delivered “show-ready” with screw eyes
ready for hanging. Where necessary,
pictures must be protected with glass,
Plexiglas, Mylar or other clear mate-
rial. Plexiglas is strongly recommended
on pieces over 24.”

Three professional artists will judge
the entries. Awards will go to first,
second, third place and honorable men-
tion winners in each category. First
place winners in all categories go on to
compete in September at the New Jer-
sey State Senior Art Show, which will
take place at the Meadow Lakes retire-
ment community in East Windsor.

For an application, call the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs at (908) 558-2550, fax names
and addresses to (908) 352-3513 or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay us-
ers can dial 711. Applications must be
returned via mail, e-mail or fax by
Monday, May 25.

Arts Guild of Rahway
Offers Spring Classes

RAHWAY – Registration is now
open for spring kids, teens and adult
art classes at The Arts Guild of
Rahway. To register, call (732) 381-
7511, e-mail
artsguild1670@verizon.net or visit
rahwayartsguild.org. Classes begin
the week of March 30.

Children’s’ classes include Kid’s
Drawing and Art with the Masters, a
class that introduces young artists to
examples from the history of great art
from around the world.

Children’s classes run for an hour
and a half in the afternoon after school
hours.

Teen classes include Teen Drawing
(Beginner to Advanced) and Japa-
nese Anime/Manga Style Cartooning,
which is focused on the Japanese
cartoon style of current favorite ani-
mators. Teen classes also run for an
hour and a half in the afternoon after
school hours.

Daytime adult classes include
Acrylic Painting, Oil Painting, Wa-
tercolor and Drawing. Adult classes
run for two-and-a-half hours in the

morning. All classes run for eight
weeks. Fees for each class vary and
students are responsible for materi-
als. A materials list will be distributed
upon registration.

Evening adult classes include
Drawing, Watercolor, Painting with
Oils, Acrylic Painting, Beginner
Stained Glass, Intermediate/Ad-
vanced Stained Glass and Mixed
Media.

Many of the adult classes are suit-
able for children 12 years and older.
Children’s classes are geared for chil-
dren between the ages of 7 and 14. All
classes run for eight weeks. Fees for
each class vary, and students are re-
sponsible for materials. A materials
list will be distributed upon registra-
tion.

For more information, visit
rahwayartsguild.org to view our print-
able online catalog for complete
course descriptions, class schedules
and class fees.

The Arts Guild of Rahway is lo-
cated at 1670 Irving Street in the
downtown Arts District.

Burgdorff’s Lee Corcoran
To Chair May Home Tour

Lee Corcoran
Chair, Westfield Tour of Notable Homes

WESTFIELD – A Victorian home
circa 1880, an historic Norman manor
house and a sophisticated 21st Century
condominium are just three examples
of the homes to be featured on the 26th
Annual Tour of Notable Homes on
May 16 presented by the Friends of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, accord-
ing to Lee Corcoran, who was recently
named chairman of
the event.

Shuang Guo-
Wroe, president of
The Friends group,
said, “The tour is a
much-anticipated
local tradition
where owners of
some of Westfield’s
finest homes gener-
ously throw open
their doors to the
public to benefit the
orchestra. Mrs.
Corcoran enjoys
both the experience
and professional
expertise necessary
to produce a truly
outstanding tour.”

Along with her
husband, Barry,
who was reared here, Mrs. Corcoran is
a longtime resident of the town. The
couple is actively involved in commu-
nity life, especially charitable organi-
zations.

She is a 1982 original member of the
Friends of the WSO and was its home
tour chair three times previously. Mrs.
Corcoran is a realtor and has been
affiliated with Burgdorff Realtors’
Westfield Office for 23 years. Her
daughter, Christine Bailey, also a mem-

ber of the Friends, is a home tour com-
mittee member again this year.

Mrs. Corcoran said, “Westfield has a
diverse selection of residences with
rich history, outstanding architecture
and stylish décor that should be seen
‘up close’ to be fully appreciated.”

She promised that the tour will offer
something for everyone this year, in-

cluding an educa-
tional experience
regarding the tech-
niques of “home
staging,” a musical
interlude, raffle and
r e f r e s h m e n t s
served in the gar-
den of one of the
homes.

Mrs. Corcoran
describesd the Tour
of Notable Homes
as a fundraising ini-
tiative that is criti-
cal a fund source of
revenue for the
WSO. Profits from
ticket sales cover
only about a third
of the annual bud-
get.

She said, “The
Friends feel that the orchestra is a com-
munity treasure adding to the quality of
life in the area. It is our specific mission
to aid the orchestra through our many
social, fundraising and outreach pro-
grams.”

Tickets for the 2009 Tour of Notable
Homes are $25 in advance and $30 on
the day of the tour and will be available
in April. For further information about
the Tour of Notable Homes or Friends
of the WSO, call (908) 232-9400.

Terrill School Unveils
Cast of Characters

CHARACTER PORTRAYAL…Emma Strong, left, and Perri Fleischman pre-
pare for Terrill Middle School’s improvisational presentation of Cast of Charac-
ters on Monday, March 23, at 7:30 p.m.

SCOTCH PLANS – Rehearsals and
preparations are underway for Terrill
Middle School’s original, café the-
atre production of Cast of Charac-
ters, conceived, produced and directed
by Gwyn English Nielsen, teacher of
language arts at the school.

Terrill’ s dramatic society, Actor’s
Workshop, composed of some 25 stu-
dents from grades 5 to 8, will be
performing in the piece, which is an
hour-long improvisational comedy.
Each student actor has selected a fa-
miliar character, either a celebrity or
fictional representation, and will be-
come him or her in a series of student-
composed vignettes.

A mistress of ceremonies, Andrea
Moore (grade 8), will instruct mem-
bers of the audience to choose names
of characters and situations from two
different hats, and the actors, who
will be frozen in poses as manne-
quins in different areas of the cafete-
ria, will come to life and spontane-
ously perform the scenes.

Voluntary members of the audi-
ence may also be selected to join in
the unrehearsed fun. The talented stu-
dent actors featured in the production
are Tori Sciara, Chris Debelak, Nick
Giardello, Liz Kaminoff, Becky
Mehorter, Matthew Shuman, grade
5; Morgan Chemidlin, Olivia
Dalessandro, Samantha McCallion,
Sara Sikora, Orian Sneor, grade 6;
Sal Bhakuni, Amber Chabus,
Catherine Coughian, A.J. Davis, Perri
Fleischman, Eliza Going, Sara
Lombardi, Justin Nakashian, Nick
Patel, Samantha Tropper, Emma

Strong, grade 7; Brynne Bartinomo,
Mehak Chawla, and Jillian Gonzales,
grade 8.

There will be four, in-school as-
semblies on March 20 and 23 in addi-
tion to one evening performance on
Monday evening, March 23, at 7:30
p.m. in the cafeteria of Terrill Middle
School, Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Although the evening performance
is free of charge, donations will be
accepted to benefit the Gail Williams
Scholarship Fund. The general pub-
lic is cordially invited to attend.

For further information, contact
Terrill Middle School.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Finally, someone’s gotten this
comic book-to-film thing right, or at
least as right as the transport of differ-
ent mediums, philosophies and the
very definition of art itself will allow.
Watchmen, Zack Snyder’s adaptation
of Alan Moore’s literarily acclaimed
graphic novel, is the pop culture
equivalent of Yin and Yang merging
with E=MC2.

Too bad Confucius and Einstein
didn’t live to see it. Aw, just a left-
handed jab at the notion of smug-
ness usually attending these
highfalutin comic books. Fact is, up
until now most of this stuff was as
indistinguishable as the silent dog
whistle. One wonders if cultish
devotees will feel diminished with
the welcoming of this breakthrough
piece.

Not that the tale of an alternate
America, circa 1985, where superhe-
roes walk among regular folk, ap-
proaches mainstream manna. But its
intelligence, creativity and boldness
are undeniable. Indeed, the presump-
tion and sweeping statement on occa-
sion ring naïve. But once the weird-
ness spools up and gets its act to-
gether, one is sure to be wowed.

We get a great inkling of it with the
fabulous opening credits, a kaleido-
scopic, historical survey of the lore
surrounding the Watchmen. Flash-
backs and a whirling, lazy Susan se-
lection of watershed events lay the
groundwork for the screenplay co-
written by David Hayter and Alex
Tse. Enticing yet obscure, such is the
film’s double-edged sword.

Trust that all gets resolved, or at
least explained, before closing cred-
its roll. However, once sucked into
the black hole of things Watchmen,
there are moments that can be sheer
agony. Novices will bemoan being
strangers in a strange land; whereas
fans upset by director Snyder’s nec-
essary shortcuts will doubtless ques-
tion the filmmaker’s loyalty.

The narrative style is film noir, told
in fatalistic tones by Rorschach/
Walter Kovacs (Jackie Earle Haley),
a superhero currently not on the
government’s approved list. We don’t
know why being a superhero is out-
lawed, and why some receive dispen-
sation. Just suffice it to note it’s 1985,
Richard Nixon is still President, and
we won in Vietnam.

Serving for the most part as our
tour guide, perceptibly dangerous if
not entirely off the hook, Rorschach
is on a mission. Fellow crime fighter
The Comedian/Edward Blake (Jef-
frey Dean Morgan) has met his un-
timely demise at movie’s outset, and
our boy wants to know why. Of course,
the powers that be will have some-
thing to say about that.

The murder mystery then is essen-

tially a road trip through the cata-
combs of superhero relations – among
themselves and with the Feds. There’s
even a pretty good love story –the
triangle kind –featuring Laurie Jupi-
ter/Silk Spectre II (Malin Akerman),
Dan Dreiberg/Nite Owl II (Patrick
Wilson) and Dr. Manhattan/Jon
Osterman (Billy Crudup).

How all this is connected to a
nuclear crisis and what it has to do
with the panoply of superheroes is
way too complicated to dissect here.
The details are tightly woven within
multifarious pods of subtext, unrav-
eled at the author’s whim. The result
is a wild roller coaster ride that carves
its own tracks, its path seemingly a
big question mark.

Along the route, which takes us
back to 1940, down to Antarctica and
up to Dr. Manhattan’s favorite get-
away spot on Mars, there is action
aplenty. Concurrently, the Dooms-
day Clock informs how long the Earth
has before it is annihilated, a hyper-
bolic nod to the Cold War mindset
that influences much of the work.

Dazzling art direction, wherein CGI
technology is used to augment rather
than substitute for traditional movie
magic, makes for a fine melding of
live action and comic book sensibili-
ties. It allows an examination of each
player’s special powers. Better get
your scorecard. The properties and
characteristics could daunt Arthur C.
Clarke himself.

As a college seminar in Moore’s
Watchmen franchise might suggest,
there is profound inconsistency at
practically every interstice and
juncture…to be kind, a relativity of
thought. At some points the perspec-
tive is downright subversive. Next it
seems garden variety liberal. Then
again, perhaps it’s reactionary. Or,
maybe it’s just a lot of nuttiness.

Crazy like a fox is more like it.
While there is ostensibly nothing com-
pletely original in his writing, the
energetic, intricate thesis about su-
perheroes having their human foibles
dusts off a great old form. After all, it
has been a while since we’ve pon-
dered the day-to-day troubles and
turmoil of the Olympian Gods and
just how they might relate to us.

To boot, it’s smart, entertainingly
nasty, R-rated bawdy and precari-
ously on the fringe while, alas, still
optimistic. Making classical antihe-
roes of superheroes, putting a reality
into why someone might perilously
steal out into the night to render the
world a better place, pleases our moral
gyroscope. All of which makes Watch-
men worth a look-see.

* * *
Watchmen, rated R, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by
Zack Snyder and stars Malin
Akerman, Billy Crudup and Patrick
Wilson. Running time: 163 minutes.

Watchmen:
Alternate Entertainment

gangsters may not have names in this
script, but Bobby O’Rourke and Jus-
tin Rosin sealed their own fame in
their song, “Brush up Your
Shakespeare.” The staged encores will
be long remembered because of the
boys’ comic timing, ease of move-
ment and acting ability.

The Shakespearean set of the church
square in Padua, designed and pro-
duced by Roy Chambers, looked like
Italy right down to the red tile roofs
and ivy and sunflower-covered walls.

The wedding scene’s spectacular
conclusion—with ensemble in stately
cream outfits and the bride and groom
in gold trimmed crimson—proved
that Shakespeare was right, even af-
ter fits and drama, “All’s well that
ends well.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Kiss Me, Kate

Trailside Hosts Generations
Of Jazz Music Performance
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
is offering an evening of music, entitled
“Generations of Jazz,” for adults, 18
years of age and older, on Friday, March
20, from 8 to 10 p.m. at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside.

“Enjoy a lively jazz concert and com-
mentary on the history of jazz in a
perfect setting,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “Trailside

again opens its doors for adults to share
an entertaining and educational evening
with friends.”

The Blue Skies Band will lead the
audience through the history of jazz
music, from the early days of slavery
and the “field shout” to modern times,
including gospel music, Dixieland,
swing, bebop and modal jazz.

Accomplished vocalist Pam Purvis
will be accompanied by piano, horn,
bass and drums. The role of each
instrument and singing style is explained
and demonstrated. The audience will
experience an evening of jazz music
while appreciating its development as
an American art form.

The fee for the program is $15 per
person for residents of Union County
and $20 for out-of-county participants.
Pre-registration is preferred, but walk-
ins are welcome. The doors will open at
7:45 p.m., and the show begins at 8 p.m.
Light refreshments will be served.

For additional information, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center is
located at 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
APRIL 2, 2009, at 7:30 pm, in the Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing in the first floor Council
Chambers to consider the following ap-
peal:

Gary Pastore, for a Temporary Operat-
ing Permit to allow for a home-based busi-
ness at 564 Pine Street, Block 3301, Lot
31 allowing the Applicant to purchase,
modify and secure prop weaponry for film
and television use. No weapons will be
stored on the premises. The application is
in violation of the following section of the
Scotch Plains Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.8, prohibits the operation
of any business in any residential zone.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/19/09, The Times Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-288
amending (Resolution No. 2008-999)
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick,

Cole and Wisler, LLP, Teaneck, New
Jersey

SERVICE: special counsel in the matter
entitled County of Union v. FAA

COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000
for a new contract amount not to exceed
$120,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/12/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-284
AWARDED TO: Forensic Pathology

Services, Ltd., Titusville, New Jersey
SERVICE: to perform autopsies and

external examinations on weekends and/
or while the medical examiner is on vaca-
tion or on sick leave

PERIOD: March 1, 2009- February 28,
2010

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/19/09, The Leader Fee: $22.95
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KJ Denhert Performs
At Coffee/Conscience
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series continues
its ninth season by presenting KJ
Denhert in concert at the First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue)
in Westfield, on Saturday, March 21.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $21 online and $22 at the door.
Advance purchase of tickets is rec-
ommended by going to
kjdenhert.eventbrite.com.

Lucky-13, a female pop-folk trio,
will open the show. All net proceeds
from this evening’s concert will be
donated to HomeFirst, formerly
known as the Interfaith Council for
the Homeless.

Ms. Denhert is a singer, guitarist
and songwriter who calls her music
urban folk and jazz.

In the 1980s, Ms. Denhert toured
for six years as the lead guitarist and
occasional vocalist with an all-fe-
male band called Fire, playing rock
and top-40 music throughout the U.S.,
Canada and Europe.

For more information about this
concert and the two featured artists,
visit kjdenhert.eventbrite.com.

Piano Masters Series
Features Valdes

RAHWAY – The Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) will
present the Piano Masters Series inau-
gural event featuring a rare solo perfor-
mance by Chuchito Valdes on Friday,
March 20, at 8 p.m. with guest host
Terrance McKnight, WNYC Radio’s
host of Evening Music, the station’s
nightly classical music program.

The Piano Masters Series offers each
audience member the opportunity to
experience the most compelling live
performances by renowned concert pia-
nists on stage at the UCPAC.

With influences of Caribbean
rhythms and jazz, Mr. Valdes creates an
energetic blend of music. He has also
extensively studied classical music, in-
cluding harmony and composition.

In performances, his music draws on
many styles, including Afro-Cuban
Latin Jazz, Bebop, Danzon, Cha-Cha-
Cha, Son Montuno and much more.

Tickets for this solo performance are
$35 and may be purchased by calling
(732) 499-8226 or online by visiting
UCPAC.org. UCPAC is located at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway.

NJWA Creates Tuition-free
Special-Needs Program

WESTFIELD – The Music Con-
nection, a tuition-free instrumental
program for special-needs families,
is currently interviewing and placing
students in this innovative New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
program.

The program is an opportunity for
parents and special-needs children to
study a musical instrument together.
The program is designed for students,
ages 6 and above, who are neurologi-
cally, developmentally and/or physi-
cally handicapped.

Each student must have a music
partner, an adult who will attend all
lessons and practice daily with the
student. Current students are study-
ing violin, viola, trumpet, piano, clari-
net and snare drum.

Potential candidates will be inter-
viewed and evaluated for admission
to the program. Depending upon the
instrument selected, the lessons are
given on an individual family or small
group basis in a 30- to 45-minute
format.

Participation in the program can

benefit the student in many ways. The
Music Connection focuses on acquir-
ing musical skills, enhancing self-
esteem, developing pride in achieve-
ment and providing families with a
joint activity to share.

One person involved in the pro-
gram commented that the NJWA “is
doing an incredible thing here…this
could possibly change a family’s life.”

Due to present financial restric-
tions, placement in the program is
limited. However, the NJWA is seek-
ing individual or corporate sponsors
so that it can continue providing this
service and possibly expand the Mu-
sic Connection to include more fami-
lies.

The Music Connection will be held
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

To receive a brochure, arrange for
an interview or discuss sponsorship,
call Ted Schlosberg, NJWA founder
and executive director, at (908) 789-
9696 or visit
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Wanda Sykes to Perform
Tonight at UCPC In Rahway

RAHWAY – Wanda Sykes, Emmy
winning entertainer, is coming to the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC) in Rahway today, March
19. Sykes ranks among Entertain-
ment Weekly’s 25 Funniest People in
America.

She currently can be seen on the
CBS comedy “The New Adventures
of Old Christine” with Julia Louis-
Dreyfus and was a writer and per-
former on HBO’s “The Chris Rock
Show” for five years, where she was
nominated for three Emmy awards
and, in 1999, won the Emmy for
Outstanding Writing for a Variety,
Music or Comedy Special.

In 2001, she won the American
Comedy Award for Outstanding Fe-
male Stand Up Comic. She won three
more Emmys, in 2002, 2004 and 2005,
for her work on “Inside the NFL.”

Sykes was recently seen in the fea-

ture films Evan Almighty, in which
she co-starred with Steve Carell, and
Monster-In-Law, starring opposite
Jennifer Lopez and Jane Fonda.

She was heard in the animated fea-
ture Over The Hedge as well as The
Barnyard, and co-starred with Luke
Wilson and Uma Thurman in the ro-
mantic comedy My Super Ex-Girl-
friend.

Also appearing with Sykes will be
special guest comedian Keith
Robinson, whose stage presence has
gained him appearances on MTV,
VH1, HBO’s Def Comedy Jam and
Louie Anderson’s Comedy Hour.

Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets range
from $37 to $62. There are limited
VIP tickets available for $75. Tickets
can be purchased online at ucpac.org
or by phone at (732) 499-8226.

UCPAC is located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

the farmhouse store
...like no other store in Westfield

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

DIY Network Transforms SP Room
Into New York Rangers ‘Man Cave’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Man cave:
the term used to describe the room in a
house that is devoted to all things mas-
culine and usually only used in one’s

vocabulary after getting married. Imag-
ine what would be the dream idea of
such a space.

Joe Bellestri of Katherine Street in
Scotch Plains, with help from his wife
Angela, just got such a room dedicated
to the New York Rangers.

Mrs. Bellestri wrote in to the DIY
Network’s show “Man Caves,” explain-
ing how their fraternal twins, 21-month
Kaitlin and Michael, have taken over
the family room with all of their toys, so
her husband needs somewhere in the

house to call his own. Mr. Bellestri said
she wrote in with the idea of a “hockey
hideaway.”

The show took a slapshot at a hockey
theme, modeling the man cave after the
newly renovated Ranger’s locker room.

Bright blue lockers used as a liquor
cabinet are set behind a backlit white
bar, with stools made from hockey

sticks. The chair rail was turned into the
boards of an ice hockey rink, and one
wall was treated with a black-and-white
photomural of a game in action.

“They had a whole design team, and
we started bouncing ideas back and
forth. One of the ideas was to make the
floor look like actual ice and so they
poured an epoxy floor, which is a liquid
floor that hardens,” Mr. Bellestri said.

Last Wednesday evening, the show
was in the final hours of putting the
room together, a two-day job, as co-
host James Cameron was nailing to-
gether the bar that he and Mr. Bellestri
built, and workers were running about
hanging up Mr. Bellestri’s Ranger
memorabilia.

The other co-host, Tony “The Goose”
Siragusa, former NFL star and
Kenilworth native, arrived and heaved
a locker over his shoulder to set up in
the basement.

As the buzz of saws were heard in the
background and workers, producers and
cameraman scurried in and out of the
front door, Mrs. Bellestri along with
about 10 of her family and friends were
busy in the kitchen, feeding their chil-
dren, socializing and waiting for the big
reveal.

This frenzy of people is par for the
course for Mrs. Bellestri, who said, “I
come from an Italian family, so we
always like to get together. We do ev-
erything big.”

Mr. Siragusa had a different perspec-
tive; he joked, “This was a fiasco! He
wants to have 25 guys in there, all of his
buddies. Then when I show up, there is
nothing left at the buffet.”

The Bellestris were chosen out of
some 3,000 applicants. When they got
the call that they were picked, Mrs.
Bellestri said, “I think I jumped down
the stairs saying ‘we made it, we made
it.’”

“It has been an experience for us.
How often does this happen? We had a
lot of fun with it. All of our neighbors
have been in and out. It’s been the
excitement of the block,” Mrs. Bellestri
said.

Mr. Bellestri and a host of his friends,
also Rangers fans, helped construct
some of the components of the room.

“They had me using power tools I’m
not familiar using. They had the lights,
camera and 10 people watching you. I
screwed up basically everything I did
yesterday and that made me nervous,”
said Mr. Bellestri, who, up until this
show, had installed some light fixtures
and a backsplash in the kitchen but
nothing involving major power tools.

“I have a cordless drill and a screw-
driver,” he said.

As the night went on, Mr. Bellestri
and his friends were waiting outside to
be called in to see the final result and
then planned put the room to its in-
tended use – watching a New York
Rangers game.

“Man Caves” airs every Tuesday at 9
p.m. on the DIY Network.

All photos courtesy of the Bellestri Family and “Man Caves”
CAVING IN...“Man Caves,” a program on the DIY Network, helped transform a room in the Scotch Plains home of Joe and
Angela Bellestri into a safe haven to watch the New York Rangers. Mr. Bellestri is pictured below, bottom picture at right,
working with co-host James Cameron. Fellow co-host, and former NFL star, Tony Siragusa of Kenilworth is pictured with
the Bellestris and friends below, group shot.

Temptations to Perform
At UCPAC in Rahway
RAHWAY – The Temptations, one

of the most successful groups in music
history, will perform with original
founder Otis Williams at the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway on Thursday, April

23.
With fine-tuned choreography and

harmonies, The Temptations became
the definitive male vocal group of the
1960s. One of Motown’s most elastic
acts, they tackled both lush pop and
politically charged funk with equal flair.

The Motown group sold an estimated
22 million records between 1960 and
1982. Over its career, the group has had
37 Top-40 singles and 32 R&B Top-10
albums.

The Temptations will perform at 8
p.m. at the UCPAC, located at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway. Tickets range
in price from $35 to $55. There are
limited VIP tickets available for $65.

To learn more, see ucpac.org or call
(732) 499-8226.

Plainsboro Church
Showcases Tamborlane

CRANFORD – In less than two short
years as a professional painter,
Cranford’s Theodosia Tamborlane’s art
career has launched her in 18 solo and
group shows, earned three First Place
awards and landed a coveted invitation

from the New Jersey Symphony Or-
chestra to paint a violin for its Art
Strings 2009 fundraising auction.

Starting March 15, Ms. Tamborlane’s
work will be on exhibit in the Princeton
area at the Art Way Gallery located in
Princeton Alliance Church of
Plainsboro.

The one-woman show, “Colors and
Forces of Nature,” includes paintings
that use oil colors in varying hues to
depict happy, sad, violent and tranquil
images of nature. The show runs through
April 18 and includes a public recep-
tion with the artist Sunday, March 22,
from 3 to 5:30 pm.

To learn more, call (609) 799-9000
or see princetonalliance.org.

EYE ON FALL…Painter Theodosia
Tamborlane’s “Autumn Collage” is one
of 14 works on display from now through
April 18 at the Art Way Gallery located
in Princeton Alliance Church.

WHS Produces Not ‘Just Another Show’

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Thursday Night’s
opening night at Westfield High
School’s (WHS) production of Cole
Porter’s Kiss Me Kate wasn’t just “an-
other op’nin’ of another show.” Direc-
tor Daniel Devlin’s production offered
a musical night with voices, acting and
dancing that rivaled professional qual-
ity.

The show opens backstage of Ford’s
Theater in Baltimore as the cast sings
“Another Op’nin’, Another Show.” The
troupe has traveled from one town to
the next with a production of
Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew,
and although the setting is June 1948,
the plot sounds like a modern-day Hol-
lywood soap opera.

A play-within-a-play, two main story
lines intertwine. Producer/actor Fred
Graham (Peter Surace), who plays
Petruchio in the traveling version of
Shrew, hires his former wife Lilli Vanessi
(Catalina Gaglioti) to take the lead role
of Katharine.

Although they have been divorced
for a year and are dating other people,
Fred and Lilli’s passionate torch for
each other burns dangerously close to
the surface. This causes jealousy, sus-
picion and tension both on stage and off
when Fred flirts with cast member Lois
Lane (Sarah Szollar) and Lilli talks
lovingly on the phone to her fiancé, the
straight-laced General Harrison Howell
(Adam Ziering).

The secondary plotline involves Lois,
playing Kate’s sister Bianca in Shrew,
and her love interest Bill Calhoun (Chris
Morrissey) who plays Lucentio. When
Bill fraudulently signs his boss Fred
Graham’s name to a $10,000 IOU for
gambling, two gangster types, First Man
(Bobby O’Rourke) and Second Man
(Justin Rosin), come to Fred’s dressing
room to collect on it.

Cleverly, Fred uses the power of the
men and their guns to his advantage so
that not only is he safe, but the show can
go on.

The acting and singing in this WHS
production are spectacular. As Kate,
Catalina’s classically trained voice
thrills in the song “I Hate Men,” in
which she correctly mixes chest and

head voice for a consistent tone from
top to bottom of the song. It is no
surprise to see in the playbill that she
won the 2008 National Teen Idol title
and is working on a CD. Only a high
school sophomore, this incredibly gifted
girl’s rendition of “So in Love” and
“Wunderbar” were superb.

Matching Catalina’s vocal and act-
ing talent is sophomore Peter Surace as
Fred. The son of one of Westfield’s
long-time kindergarten teachers, the
talented teen’s credits include appear-
ances at the Paper Mill Playhouse, State
Theater and Carnegie Hall. Peter’s rich,
vibrant tones soared in “So in Love”
and “Were Thine that Special Face.”
With a swagger and stance that could
rival swashbucklers of yesteryear, he
showed confidence and comfort in
“Where is the Life That Late I Led?”

The supporting roles of Lois and Bill
were well cast. Sarah Szollar sizzled in
“Why Can’t You Behave?” a lament
that showcased her lush lower range. At
first, the audience felt sorry for this
innocent-faced beauty until they learned
that she was two-timing Bill with pro-
ducer Fred and had a liaison with Kate’s
fiancé, the general.

Sarah’s adorable version of “Tom,
Dick or Harry” was nicely staged. Later,
she served up a sexy “Always True to
You,” in pure Cole Porter fashion. Chris
Morrissey, as the bad boy Bill, had his
own moments to shine in the songs,
“Bianca” and “Why Can’t You Be-
have?”

Supporting the luxurious singing was
an orchestra that boasted 24 WHS stu-
dents and eight professional musicians.
Under the capable direction of Kenneth
Horn, the orchestra provided a com-
fortable musical magic carpet for the
young singers.

Featured dancer Paul (Dan Berman)
lights up the stage in “Too Darn Hot” in
the second act opener. He and the other
dancing ensemble members did chore-
ographer Samantha Hahn proud in de-
livering her energetic, athletic and am-
bitious dance number.
Standouts in the cast were many. Senior
Dara Silverman, whose role as Ralph
the Stage Manager, proves that there
are no small roles. The hilarious two

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
WEDDED BLISS...While a long-suffering father-of-the-bride (played by Garrett
Verdone) and wedding guests look on, Katharine (Catalina Gaglioti) submits and
marries Petruchio (Peter Surace) in the Taming of the Shrew portion of Kiss Me
Kate, Westfield High School’s musical production.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Investigative Consultants International

Private
Investigative

Services

icinj.com

231 North Avenue
Suite 302
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-9185 tel
(908) 789-4681 fax

email: mboyle@icinj.com

Our clients are as varied in size
and type as the investigative
services that they require.

They include New Jersey, na-
tional and multi-national law
firms and corporations.

For New Jersey based law firms
and corporations, we frequently
serve as coordinator for multi-
state or international investiga-
tions.

Call us.
We’ll assist you.

Michael Boyle
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Someone’s Looking

Have them look at you.
We’ll put your message here for hundreds of thousands to see.

www.goleader.com/online
(908) 232-4407

sales@goleader.com

http://www.goleader.com/online


The Westfield Leader and The Times goleader
Online

This Is Westfield2009 37th Annual Edition
coming in May

Reserve Your Advertising Space Now

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in Westfield with the
newspaper and it is published on this website. It is a year-round reference for resi-
dents and a gift for newcomers in the area. This Is Westfield features the region’s
business, education, civic, government and cultural organizations.

It is distributed by many groups such as realtors, libraries and the town. (See detailed
order information at www.goleader.com/tiw).

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

see www.goleader.com/tiw

Questions? Contact:
sales@goleader.com

(908) 232-4407

(Place your Ad order now before the March 15 deadline)
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