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Elimination of Property Tax Deduction
Is Call for Total Overhaul of Taxation

After 100 Years, the Community
Spirit of Generosity Still Lives

Letters to the Editor

On Sunday, March 8, the Children’s
Specialized Hospital Auxiliary held its Cen-
tennial celebration and fundraiser at 16
Prospect in Westfield. The festive event, a
wine tasting and auction, successfully raised
almost $10,000. In a difficult economy, it
was amazing to witness the incredible gen-
erosity of those who contributed.

On behalf of the Auxiliary, I wish to

extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who
supported our fundraiser and helped to make
our celebration both enjoyable and success-
ful.

A special thanks to Tim and Chris Boyle,
owners of 16 Prospect, along with Rodney
Rose from Allied Beverages and Jason
Bass from Sysco Foods, for generously
sponsoring the wine tasting. We would also
like to thank Jon Bramnick for agreeing to
take on the duties of auctioneer. Mr.
Bramnick did an excellent job of motivat-
ing the crowd, in a very entertaining way,
insuring its success.

One of the most thoughtful acts of gener-
osity came from two young 16 Prospect
employees. Bartenders Teal and Estrella,
without solicitation, generously donated to
the hospital in support of the children. They
are a beautiful example of the kind of be-
nevolent spirit the people of this commu-
nity have always given to Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital.

It was just that kind of spirit that gave rise
to the Young Ladies Auxiliary 100 years
ago.

Gail Sloan
Westfield

CSH Aux. President

In any discussion of Governor
Corzine’s budget proposal, it is important
to remember that there is a reason why
property taxes (up to $10,000) are de-
ductible on the state income tax return.

The concept of federalism incorpo-
rates the idea that there is a proper sepa-
ration of powers between the federal gov-
ernment and the various states.

For this reason, state taxes are deduct-
ible at a federal level when one itemizes.
Similarly, the idea of “home rule” was
still prevalent when the state income tax
was adopted as a means of reducing the
reliance of school funding on the taxation
of property. Again, the intent was to main-
tain a proper separation between the pow-
ers of the state and the lower levels of
government.

Much has changed over the years, with
both the state and judiciary taking ever-
widening roles in what used to be strictly
county or local affairs.

And certainly, a system which taxes
our house as an income-producing prop-
erty (i.e., a farm), regardless of our ability
to pay, deserves more of a discussion of a
total overhaul than it is getting. But make
no mistake: the deductibility of property
taxes was meant to be a demarcation; it
should not be blurred further (even with
the short term goal of maintaining levels
of aid to municipalities) without a broader
discussion of where that line should be.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Balagan – A hut built on stilts by the

Tartars
2. Tantivy – A swift, full gallop
3. Taraxacin – A bitter substance from

the root of the common dandelion
4. Yoicks – A cry used for urging on the

hounds in fox hunting

RUNNEL
1. A small channel or watercourse
2. A marine fish that ascends rivers to

spawn
3. A large pole used to motivate a raft

down a stream
4. A small European hawk

GLACK
1. Soft sleet or hail
2. A narrow mountain pass
3. Corn meal, mush
4. Discontent

DAGSWAIN
1. A type of dagger
2. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-

ing hot coffee cups
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A high, rocky hill

RUGOSE
1. Covered with wax
2. Tending to cause blisters
3. Having a rough and dry surface
4. Full of wrinkles or ridges

More letters on pages 5, 18

Arts, Entertainment Help
People ‘Laugh at Realities’

Gov., You Asked for Suggestions...

It comes as no surprise that historically, during down
economic times, movie houses flourished.

Offering escapism from the prevailing malaise and
misfortunes present on Wall Street and in everyday life,
the movies provided the nation with two hours of
jubilance that took place in “fantasy worlds.”

One would think the 1930s would be a dour period of
stagnation that reflected the depression occurring in
people’s lives. Not so.

In 1931, the “Star-spangled Banner” became our
National Anthem. Scientists began dappling in tech-
nology that would be the precursor to television. Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover unveiled the world’s tallest build-
ing, the Empire State Building, in 1931.

Penicillin was first used clinically; Picasso created
the “Guernica” in 1937, and Amelia Earhart made it
two-thirds away around the world.

In the entertainment field, we experienced great
works such as “The Grapes of Wrath” and “Gone With
the Wind.” The period offered everything from Snow
White to the advent of crime-fighting superheroes to
The Wizard of Oz.

It should, therefore, come as no surprise that the arts
are thriving now, despite the public’s ever-declining
discretionary incomes and the government’s ever-tight-
ening belt, which will lead inevitably to a slashing of
funds and a gnashing of teeth.

This past weekend, both Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Westfield High Schools performed exquisite plays,
with Westfield taking Kiss Me, Kate and Scotch Plains
offering Guys and Dolls.

“Kate” transports audiences backstage and onstage
to watch two feuding romantic couples during a touring
production of The Taming of the Shrew.

“Guys” revolves around Nathan Detroit, the orga-
nizer of the oldest established permanent floating crap
game in New York.

With great songs like “Too Darn Hot” and “Luck be
a Lady,” these musicals can enthrall and uplift, with
great, original characters. Kudos to all involved with
these great productions.

A similar kudos to Jack Panosh and Trent Johnson of
the Oratorio Singers, who performed Beethoven and
Schubert works, as well as a new work by Mr. Johnson,
the director of the Oratorio Singers.

The arts are certainly alive and well in Union County,
and we could dedicate an entire column to all those who
make it possible.

Regardless of the inevitable vanishing of funding for
the arts, their enduring spirit cannot be extinguished.
Anything creative and spontaneous can never truly
cease to exist. It will continue to survive, whether on
street corners and subways, as it does in New York City,
or the most opulent arts houses we boast in New Jersey.

Schools across New Jersey celebrated “Read Across
America Day” on March 2, the birthday of Theodore
Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss. Perhaps more than
ever, it is apropos to quote this man. “I like nonsense; it
wakes up the brain cells. Fantasy is a necessary ingre-
dient in living; it’s a way of looking at life through the
wrong end of a telescope, which is what I do, and that
enables you to laugh at life’s realities.”

Governor Jon Corzine invites the public to submit
their budget ideas for his consideration. You can do this
by filling out the form on the Internet at nj.gov/gover-
nor/home/ — the Internet page is titled “Citizen Sug-
gestions for FY 2010 Budget” and states “Governor
Corzine welcomes the opportunity to consider your
recommendations and suggestions for his proposed FY
2010 Budget.”

We urge our readers to submit their budget ideas to
the Governor. We submitted the following ideas to
Governor Corzine for consideration. We’d like to hear
yours as letters to the editor.

Dear Governor Corzine,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide our input.

The fiscal problems faced by the State of New Jersey
and the nation are complex. The solutions seem to be
lost in a morass of even more complex and extreme
financial manipulations – the bizarre stimulus of tril-
lions of dollars, the deferment on pension payments
and taxes imposed on taxes.

But ultimately, our problems have been caused by
simple truths – decades of avarice and deceit that
infiltrated our political and business leadership. The
public was not on guard. The plague is still with us, as
evidenced by the likes of Bernard Madoff, the execu-
tives of AIG, and the numerous indicted elected offi-
cials in our state and elsewhere.

Still, the solution can be simply stated – “Restore the
guiding principles of our nation – that of integrity and
selflessness.” Please lead in the change from our “Cul-
ture of Corruption” to a “Society of Integrity.” Reward
those of good heart and punish those of avarice and
deceit. Apply this to all levels of government, including
state, county, municipalities, education districts, com-
missions, utilities, etc. Insist on the same from busi-
nesses and the person on the street.

Enough of banality, you need specifics. We offer a
few things:

Declare a “Fiscal State of Emergency” to give you
the necessary powers and require elected officials to
lead by example.

Avoid layoffs by making sweeping changes in com-
pensations, such as below:

1. Cap the total compensation to a maximum of

$200,000 from all sources for all individuals paid by
the state (including college presidents, school superin-
tendents, freeholders, department heads, football
coaches, commissioners – no exceptions, no bonuses
or other forms of compensation allowed; no dual-office
holding or multiple government positions).

2. Reduce the total compensation of those currently
making over $75,000 such as by a graduated formula
with compensation reduction at 0 percent at $75,000
rising to 20 percent reduction at $200,000.

3. Eliminate patronage jobs. Make appointees actually
perform a useful function; pay them only if a timesheet
confirms that they actually show up for work. Reduce the
amount of paid commissioners by 40 percent.

4. Eliminate the “golden fleeced” retirement system
that is based on the three highest years of salary.
Institute a pay-as-you-go system, with defined amounts,
and do not saddle the taxpayer with undefined and
unfunded speculation.

5. Make it unlawful to only lay off those at the bottom
so as to reach budget requirements. Eliminate discrimi-
nation of non-union workers when faced with layoffs.

6. Require unions to adjust compensation of workers
such that layoffs do not occur within existing budget
frameworks.

7. Specifically, prevent teacher layoffs by requiring
the unions to adjust individual compensations to fit
within funds available; include all levels of manage-
ment in this executive decree.

In the areas of malfeasance: Eliminate conflicts of
interest by legislators in all areas such as from law
firms, investment firms, developers, engineering firms
and insurance companies. Eliminate Pay to Play.

Freeze new initiatives until our financial house gets
back in order: Suspend COAH (Council on Affordable
Housing) and all other new initiatives.

Give businesses a fighting chance in New Jersey to
hang on to their loyal employees. Stop taxing to oblivion
the only engine that drives the economy.

Bring an end to usury interest rates on mortgages and
credit cards.

Let’s instill justice in the hearts of men, not with
lawsuits. Clarence Darrow said, “There is no justice in
or out of the court.”

Brennan Says Westfield Town Budget
Needs Transparency and ‘Revamping’
The Westfield Municipal Budget pro-

cess needs to be revamped and improved.
At a minimum, we need to have more
transparency.

A recent editorial, in this paper, stated
that budgets should be open and clear and
that “The Town of Westfield is not as
open as it has been prior to the introduc-
tion of the budget.” Quite frankly, the
Town of Westfield is secretive in the
manner in which it formulates its budget.
The budget meetings are not open to the
public. In fact, it appears that there is a
deliberate plan to keep the public from the
budget process.

Although there are nine elected mem-
bers of the governing body, only four
members attend the budget meetings. The
number of attendees is not randomly se-
lected. The number is deliberately fixed
to avoid public meetings. If five council
members attend, the meetings must be
advertised and subject to the Sunshine
Laws, which mandate that the meetings
be open to the public.

I recently asked to attend the budget
meetings and was told that I could not
attend. Even though the town will be
deciding how our tax dollars will be spent,
you, as a taxpaying citizen, are not al-
lowed to observe the process. Even though
the municipal portion of the budget is
over $30,000,000, you are prevented, by
the people you elected, to see how they
decide to spend your hard-earned money.

It is time to open the doors and win-
dows and let the sunshine in. There are no
valid reasons why the meetings should be
held behind closed doors. First of all, I
will mention, in the spirit of transparency,
that the councilman in charge of the bud-
get meetings offered to sit down with me
and explain the budget and answer my
questions. Although I appreciate the of-
fer, the public should be allowed to attend
the meetings to observe and draw its own
conclusion as to how our money is being
spent.

We should be able to see what ques-
tions are being asked, which of our elected
officials have good ideas for saving tax
dollars and observe the give-and-take of
these sessions. A reservation was ex-
pressed that the public should not be privy
to discussions regarding individual em-
ployees who may be the subject of layoffs
or cuts. That concern is valid;however, it
is not a justification for closing the entire
budget process.

The sunshine laws, which require open
meetings, allow the governing body to go
into “executive session.” The public is
rightfully excluded whenever personnel
matters are discussed. These rules apply
to all public meetings, including budget
sessions. Therefore, conversations regard-
ing individual employees will be kept
private. Moreover, the overwhelming
majority of budget sessions do not in-
volve discussions regarding individual
employees.

Margaret Dolan, the Superintendent of
our Westfield School System, recently
advertised their budget hearings which
are open to the public, are taped and
televised on WHS-TV 36. There are at
least seven meetings where the budget is
discussed at open public sessions. There
are no valid reasons why the mayor and
council should not follow the BOE lead

and open the process.
Although the council does hold one

public hearing on the budget, this hearing
is conducted after all the budget meetings
are held and after the budget is, for the most
part, finalized. I certainly do not mean to
suggest that anything improper takes place
during these budget sessions. The mem-
bers of the council on the finance commit-
tee are well-intentioned, hard-working
volunteers who serve our town.

However, open the doors, pull back the
shades and let the taxpayers attend the
meetings where decisions are made that
affect our wallets and pocketbooks. We
need more – not less – transparency,
especially when the mayor and council
will likely unveil a budget that will, once
again, raise our taxes. We have many
talented residents in town who may de-
cide to come to a budget meeting or watch
the meetings on TV. In fact, just maybe,
our residents will have an idea or sugges-
tion that our council did not think of!

William Brennan
Westfield

Lance: AIG Bonuses
Are Outrageous

Rep. Leonard Lance (NJ-07), a mem-
ber of the House Financial Services Com-
mittee, in a letter to Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner said, “I am outraged by
the massive bonus payments announced
by AIG...I ask that you immediately ex-
amine all legal options to recover tax-
payer funds from companies like AIG
that have abused the privilege of taxpayer
assistance. These levels of payments to
executives are excessive considering AIG
has accepted $173.3 billion in taxpayer
funds and recently reported a 2008 fourth
quarter loss of more than $60 billion.
Equally troubling is the fact that these
bonus payments are going to executives
at the AIG financial products unit – the
same business unit that the Wall Street
Journal said was “at the heart of AIG’s
collapse last fall.”

Are Redistricting Costs
Really $2.5 Million?

I have read with interest the debate over
redistricting students to Edison Intermedi-
ate High School from Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate High School. The only people who seem
to be in favor of the move are the members
of the school board. Parents in the Washing-
ton School district are adamantly against it.

Smaller classes are probably better, but
whether the class size is 25 or 27, this
difference seems insignificant. My own
experience is high school class sizes were
33 to 37, with one teacher and no teacher’s
aide.

If Mr. (Lee) Stoller’s claims are factual,
that the cost of moving students from
Roosevelt to Edison would exceed $2.5
million, then the board of education is being
fiscally irresponsible. Our taxes are already
out of hand, and it has prompted a number
of my friends to move out of Westfield.

I would suggest a new look at this situa-
tion from a fiscal point of view. Where is the
money coming from to support this move?
If it means further raising our taxes in these
financially stressful times, then the move
must be stopped.

Thomas Conheeney
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Stoller’s documents
attached to his letter last week along with
reports from the Westfield Public School
system are posted on the Internet; see
goleader.com/features/ for these documents.

A Standing Ovation to
All the Guys and Dolls
We had the pleasure of attending the

opening night of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s Repertory Theatre pro-
duction of Guys and Dolls and are still
talking about the outstanding talent who
presented this musical.

To single one performer out of all the
actors who sparkled on the stage would be
an injustice. Everyone involved in this
production, from the musicians, to the
performers, to the staff, are to be con-
gratulated and appreciated. A standing
ovation to all the guys and dolls. We had
a wonderful evening in the theatre.

Barbara and Sheldon Roskin
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium Statement

In response to the recent event in
Fanwood [brochure distributed], we the
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium – representing not only the
faith communities, service organizations,
and governmental bodies but the diverse
people of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
crossing racial, ethnic, religious, and so-
cioeconomic lines – stand in solidarity in
rejecting any attempts to create division
in our community. The promise of
America and the common hope of hu-
manity, is that we all bring our unique
selves to the creation of a better world.
We would drown out this flash of hatred
with a flood of sympathy and fellow-
feeling and reach out to all who may be in
pain. Know that we feel the hurt of each
and every resident and stand ready to do
what is necessary to become a strong and
whole community.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium: Rabbi Joel Abraham,  Temple
Sholom; Cantor Matthew Axelrod, Con-
gregation Beth Israel; Rev. Kevin Brennan,
Evangel Church; Rev. Cynthia Cochran-
Carney, Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church; Msgr. Sean Cunneen, Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Parish; Ms. Karin
Dreixler, Exec. Dir. FSP YMCA; Mr. Jim
Grover Scotch Plains Baptist Church;
Margaret Hayes, SPF Superintendent of
Schools; Mr. Barak Hermann, Exec. Dir.
JCC of Central New Jersey; Rev. Chaz
Hutchison, Scotch Plains Baptist Church;
Rev. David Jahnke,  Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church; Rev. Daviel Ju, First United
Methodist Church; Ms. Barbara Kopel,
Emmanuel Cancer Center Foundation;
Mayor Nancy Malool;  Rev. Douglas
McCulley, Scotch Plains Christian Church;
Ms. Kathy Mitchell, Borough of Fanwood;
Rabbi George Nudell, Congregation Beth
Israel; Rev. William Page, Terrill Road
Baptist Church; Father John Paladino, St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catho-
lic Church; Rev. Kelmo Porter, St. John’s
Baptist Church; Rev. Jane Rockman, All
Saints’ Episcopal Church; Mr. Don
Wussler, St. Bartholomew.

Renna: Union County Watchdog
Association Celebrates Sunshine Week

Sunshine Week is a national initiative to
open a dialogue about the importance of
open government and freedom of informa-
tion. Participants include print, broadcast
and online news media, civic groups, librar-
ies, non-profits, schools and others inter-
ested in the public’s right to know.

Though spearheaded by journalists, Sun-
shine Week is about the right to know what
its government is doing and why. Sunshine
Week seeks to enlighten and empower
people to play an active role in their govern-
ment at all levels, and to give them access to
information that makes their lives better and
their communities stronger.

Sunshine Week is a non-partisan initia-
tive whose supporters are conservative, lib-
eral and everything in between. Sunshine
Week 2009 theme encourages citizens to
“be a hero” and “get involved.”

The Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion (UCWDA) relies heavily on New
Jersey’s Open Public Records Act. To learn
more about how you can investigate your
government by using the OPRA please visit
these sites and take advantage of their re-
sources.

A seminar on how to use the New Jersey’s
Open Public Records Act will be held on
Thursday, March 26 at Bergen Community
College. For more information and to regis-
ter please visit njpa.org/download_files/
Public percent20Records percent20flyer

percent20- percent20web.pdf.
An on-line resource is the Open Public

Records Act Symposium held at Rutgers
University, which covers everything you
wanted to know about OPRA and didn’t
know. Who to ask can be found at
springfieldtruth.com/findingout/.

An on-line library of information on the
OPRA can be found at the New Jersey
Foundation for Open Government website,
njfog.org, which also sponsors a free listserve
where you can post questions and receive
advice from open government activists and
proponents from around the state.

Tina Renna
UCWDA President

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757


