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Legislative Office Drive
Benefits Westfield Pantry

WESTFIELD — More than 600
pounds of canned and other non-per-
ishable foods were donated to the
Westfield Food Pantry last week from
a collection drive organized by As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick’s office.

Mr. Bramnick thanked the many resi-
dents, businesses, friends and support-
ers who gave so generously to the drive.
“It was heartwarming to see people
dropping off bags and boxes of food to
our offices,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Workers from the legislative office
delivered the food to the pantry, lo-
cated at Holy Trinity School in
Westfield, and spent two hours sort-
ing through the donations and help-
ing stock the shelves.

Rosemarie O’Hare, the food pan-
try director, said she was “very grate-
ful,” explaining the end of the winter
“is always a dry season for us.”

The New Providence High School
Booster Club, Ameri-Health, an in-
surance firm based in Iselin, and Gary
Whyte of Mountainside were among
the biggest contributors, sponsoring
their own food drives to assist the
legislative office’s efforts.

“We wanted to collect and give a
little back,” said Mike Petronella, head
of the booster club that encouraged
donations at all the home basketball
games and wrestling matches. Mr.
Petronella also organized a food drive
at his office at State Farm Insurance
in Livingston.

Mr. Whyte said he was “thrilled” at
the public’s response when he asked
for donations at a comedy night he
hosted recently to benefit FOP, a dis-
abling genetic condition.

“I had six boxes set on a table, and
when I looked over at one point, they
were overflowing with food,” Mr.
Whyte said.

The food panty was established 26
years ago. It serves clients from
throughout Union County. Each
month, 125 to 150 families rely upon
the pantry for their meals, Ms. O’Hare
explained. She said the families,
which include about 400 people, are

referred to the pantry from local so-
cial service agencies, churches, hos-
pitals and sometimes even schools.

Volunteers from Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church, First United
Methodist Church, Temple Emanu-
El, St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church and the Westfield Service
League operate the pantry and fill the
food orders received from the refer-
ring agencies.

Ms. O’Hare said each order provides
10 to 14 days worth of food, using non-
perishable items from the pantry and
meats and dairy goods obtained through
the Community Foodbank of New Jer-
sey, based in Hillside, or other federal
and state programs.

The need for the food pantry has
become more acute due to the eco-
nomic downturn affecting everybody,
Ms. O’Hare said. In the past, she
explained most of her clients were
working-poor families. But she said
there is now an increasing number of
unemployed recipients and single-
person households.

Last summer, the pantry’s shelves
were bare, Ms. O’Hare said, recalling
how the community quickly rallied to
help.

“There has been an unbelievable
outpouring since the summer,” she said.

Valley Furniture Shop

PUT YOUR MONEY 
IN YOUR MATTRESS

SAVE 35%-65%

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop
sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009.
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate
on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. 

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort
and quality, making it an

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$3510
$4210
$4980
$6680

$2099
$2499
$2899
$3899

$2049
$2424
$2799
$3699

Savoy
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$1180
$1430
$3120
$4490

$659
$799
$1699
$2499

$646.50
$774
$1624
$2399

Jade
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$590
$750
$1670
$2590

$319
$409
$899
$1399

Crystal
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$440
$590
$1300
$2080

$239
$319
$699
$1149

Bancroft
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.

$300
$450

$99
$219

PLUS UP TO A $200 INSTANT CASH REBATE*
FREE MATRESS PAD WITH ALL PREMIUM SETS

SALE ENDS MARCH 31ST

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express
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42¢

Microban®

Disinfectant
For Mold, Mildew,

Odors, Fleas & Ticks

3M
Scotchguard
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WHOLE HOUSE
Up to 6 Cleaning Areas

(Example- Living Room, Dining Room, Hall & 3 Bedrooms)

$159.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax.
May not be combined w ith other offers.

Standard 3-Seat
Sofa & Love Seat

$139.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not

be combined with other offers.

Call Today
for an Appointment

Greco Carpet Cleaning • 1-800-626-5556 • 1-908-233-2130
Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.GRECOCARPETCLEANING.COM

SPECIAL-2 ROOMS
$89.95

With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not
be combined with other offers.

Get Your Carpets 
Cleaned NOW

CARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGSCARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGS
Established

1960

50 Years
of Carpet
Cleaning

Archers Want Home At Oak
Ridge; Golfers Decry ‘Scam’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A near standing-
room crowd urged the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders to uti-
lize the old driving range at the now-
closed Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark for an archery facility as well as
for a bicycling path. Those sugges-
tions were met by strong opposition
from golfers, who gave ideas on how
to save the facility.

The freeholders’ fiscal affairs com-
mittee announced the “permanent”
closing of Oak Ridge in January fol-
lowing the recommendation by
County Manager George Devanney
in January. Mr. Devanney said
$400,000 of a total $700,000 in oper-
ating losses at the county’s three golf
courses occurred at Oak Ridge. The
county also operates Ash Brook in
Scotch Plains and Galloping Hill in
Union.

Jim Buettner of Cranford, a golfer
at Oak Ridge, said, he “didn’t even
know there were any plans for such
uses of that space.” He said he was
“*!*!*! off” by the board’s decision.

He said he attended Thursday’s
meeting to “publicly expose the whole
process as a total and utter sham.”

“George Devanney, Al Faella (di-
rector of parks and recreation and
community renewal) and Armando
Sanchez (director of golf operations)
have all stated that they would wel-
come new and creative ideas on how
to keep from having to close Oak
Ridge,” he said. “Nothing could be
further from reality.”

“We know now that the budgets
were not truly reflective of the ex-
penses at each course. The budget
doesn’t hold up when scrutinized,
and the studies do not exist,” Mr.
Buettner said.

“I can only conclude that this process
is all about a land grab, disguised as an
exercise in fiscal responsibility, to bal-
ance the budget,” Mr. Buettner said.

Kathy Torpey of Clark presented
the board with petitions signed by
450 golfers at Oak Ridge asking the
board to change its decision and keep
the course open.

Defending his decision, Mr.
Devanney said if the county “continued
to operate three golf courses, we would
have been cannibalizing ourselves.”

Mike Tully of Union led a large
contingent of archers who attended
the meeting. He said the 4H youth
archery group and Cranford Rod and
Gun Club had been using the old Trap
and Skeet range at Lenape Park for
archery since that facility closed in
2005.

He said a “small but dedicated”
group of archers found that there are
4,353 archery competitors in Union
County.

“Ours is a pastime for all walks of
people. Some of us can’t play soft-
ball, soccer or basketball. Some are or

were never the first picked to be on the
team in high school gym class. But we
can all be archers,” Mr. Tully said.

Clair Butler of Mountainside, a
senior Olympic nationals gold med-
alist in archery, gave her support for
an archery range at Oak Ridge.

“It does not help the sport if we
have no place to practice [in Union
County],” she said.

Eagle Scout Eric Rachman, a
Westfield High School senior, said he
created an archery storage facility as
well as archery targets for an archery
facility as part of his Eagle Scout
project. He said the plan was for the
facility to be located at Lenape Park
but that birdwatchers won out with a
bird sanctuary at the park.

Robert Dougherty, president of
Groundwork Elizabeth, proposed the
idea of a bicycling track at Oak Ridge.
He said an annual bicycling event in
Elizabeth has grown from 125 par-
ticipants five years ago to 600 later
this year.

“I think it (Oak Ridge bike path) is
an opportunity we can’t pass up,” Mr.
Dougherty said.

Jonathan Phillips, executive direc-
tor of Groundwork Elizabeth, said he
believes bicyclists and archers could
“coexist” at Oak Ridge. He said ex-
isting trails used for golf carts could
be easily used for bicycling.

He suggested the county look to
add an area for mountain biking,
which, unlike archery and bicycling,
could produce revenue for the county.

Tina Renna of Cranford said bicy-
cling and archery are “all great ideas.”

“We should get everything we
want…because we pay top dollar” in
county taxes, she said. But she warned
the archers not to be “pandering” to
the freeholders but rather “hold them
accountable.”

Allan Schimkowitz, an Oak Ridge
golfer from Cranford, said a proposal
to move the annual Musicfest event
from Nomahegan Park in Cranford to
Oak Ridge “boggles the mind.”

“Where are you going to park (at
Oak Ridge)?” he questioned.

He said 31,000 rounds of golf were
played at the Clark course last year. “I
don’t understand how this county
functions anymore,” Mr. Schimkowitz
said.

Mr. Devanney said the county plans
for Oak Ridge were never to leave the
space “dormant.” He said the county
would “move quickly” on the pro-
posed uses for the golf course.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the board wanted to “do the most
good for the most people.” He said
the freeholders have not discussed
any of the proposed uses for Oak
Ridge but want to keep the space “as
a productive piece of property.”

In terms of the golfers he said,
“You can’t keep everyone happy” but
that “some tough decisions have to
made.”

Vas Not Seeking Assembly

Reelection After Indictment
Democratic Assemblyman Joseph

Vas, the former mayor of Perth
Amboy, will not seek re-election to
his 19th District seat, according to
The Star Ledger.

The announcement follows Vas’
indictment last week by a state grand
jury on charges that he took $5,000 in
property and funds from the City of
Perth Amboy while he was mayor.

He was charged with conspiracy,
six counts of misconduct, official
misconduct, theft, misapplication of
government property and tampering
with public records in incidents that
occurred between June 17, 2003 and
September 27, 2007, The Ledger re-
ported.

Christie Widens Lead Over
Gov. Corzine to Nine Points

A Quinnipiac University poll re-
leased last week has Republican Gu-
bernatorial candidate Chris Christie
up nine points over Democratic in-
cumbent Jon Corzine. Governor
Corzine trailed Mr. Christie in a Feb-
ruary poll by six points.

Lesniak to Sue Federal Gov.
Over Ban On Sports Betting

State Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-
20, Union) said he would sue the
federal government in an effort to
overturn a 17-year-old ban on sports
betting. Mr. Lesniak, a Democrat,
has been pushing for an expansion of
betting to bring more cash into the
state’s coffers.

“People are doing it,” he told the
paper. “They’re doing it every day.
They’re doing it for the NCAA tour-
nament. They’re doing it for the Su-
per Bowl and professional football.
But we can’t regulate it and run it in
the State of New Jersey, and that’s
just unfair.”

Senator Lesniak said New Jersey

could net more than $100 million a
year from sports betting, based on the
state’s 8 percent tax imposed on gam-
ing revenues.
FBI Raids Offices of Information

Officer Designee for Obama
The FBI last week raided the Wash-

ington, D.C., offices of Vivek Kundra,
the man tapped to be President Barack
Obama’s chief information officer,
Fox News has reported.

Mr. Kundra was leaving his post as
the D.C. chief technology officer to
join the Obama administration. The
FBI probe is connected to allegations
of corruption but is not targeting
Kundra, Fox reported.

A March 5 White House press re-
lease stated that Mr. Kundra was se-
lected to be the federal chief informa-
tion officer because of his “depth of
experience in the technology arena
and a commitment to lowering the
cost of government operations to this
position.”

The chief information officer is
responsible for overseeing federal
technology spending.

Two New Members Join
Assembly to Fill Vacancies

Former Bridgeton City Council
President Celeste Riley and former
Hackettstown mayor and Warren
County Freeholder John DiMaio were
sworn as the new members of the
State Assembly on Monday,

Ms. Riley was selected Saturday
by Democratic committees in Salem,
Cumberland and Gloucester counties
to fill the seat vacated by Doug Fisher,
who was recently appointed state
agriculture secretary.

Mr. DiMaio succeeds Marcia
Karrow, who was appointed to the
State Senate in February to replace
Leonard Lance, the new Congress-
man for the Seventh District. Mr.
DiMaio will represent Warren and
Hunterdon Counties.

Budget is ‘Kick in Teeth’
To Small-Business Owners

TRENTON – The following is a
statement by Laurie Ehlbeck, state
director of the National Federation of
Independent Business/New Jersey,
reacting to Governor Jon Corzine pro-
posal to impose higher payroll taxes
on New Jersey’s small businesses:

“Facing the greatest economic crisis
in at least a generation, small-business
owners are doing everything they can to
meet payroll and keep their doors open.
In fact, many small employers are taking
drastic pay cuts for themselves to avert
laying off valued employees.

“While small employers sacrifice
and struggle to keep their businesses

afloat, Governor Corzine’s proposal to
raise payroll taxes is nothing short of a
kick in the teeth for New Jersey’s small
businesses. This ‘Hoover Tax’ will only
worsen unemployment as job provid-
ers get stuck with yet another bill from
Trenton they cannot afford.

“Raising taxes in the midst of a se-
vere economic downturn is part of the
‘What Not to Do’ chapter in the history
of the Great Depression. Gov.  Corzine
would be wise to read that chapter and
get back to the drawing board on a new
budget. Now is the wrong time to pun-
ish small employers [who] are already
having a hard time making ends meet.”

SP Rec. Offers On-Line
Signups for Programs
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Recreation Department has an-
nounced that all of its programs can
now be registered for online.

Residents and non-residents can
sign on and sign up for all programs
as well as renew their golf member-
ship, using either MasterCard or Visa
through the online site. Online regis-
tration is handled through Commu-
nity Pass, a web-based registration
service, specifically tailored to the
department’s needs.

To use the online service, visit
r eg i s t e r. c o m m u n i t y p a s s . n e t /
scotchplains.

Where will you spend your tax return?

How about a safe investment into your health and well being?  Common reactions
to the current economic times include fatigue and sleeplessness.  Create a comfort

zone to relax into every night, so you’ll be ready to take on the day.  Invest inInvest in
yourself.  Make this the year you start every day recharged and well rested.

Experience ...
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E MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
(closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

Coming Soon!
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