
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 50TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 12-2009 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, March 19, 2009

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 18
Community ... 6-8, 18

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 11-17
Classifieds .... 16
A&E .............. 18-20

SPF BOE Aid Flat;
Public Offers Suggestions

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JESSICA E.  JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del Sordi
last Thursday night said that the dis-
trict would receive $4,506,226 in state
aid, the same amount as last year. The
district also received $324,410 from
the state’s School Facilities Grant
Program for window replacement and
security screens on the first and sec-
ond floors at Brunner School. The
total cost of this project is $811,025.

Mr. Del Sordi said the tax levy
would be $71,122,752, a tax increase
of $3.4 million over last year in sup-
port of an $80 million budget.

Superintendent Margaret Hayes
gave her recommendations for the
budget, which included restoring one
non-certified administrative position
and reducing three teaching positions
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School instead of four. In addition,
Superintendent Hayes recommended
the district keep middle school sports,
with one flat fee of $100 for seventh
and eighth graders in sports or instru-
mental music.

When asked what would happen if
they do not get full participation with
the programs, Superintendent Hayes
said the district would have to con-
tinue to look at possible staff reduc-
tions in other areas of reductions. She
was optimistic, however, that the dis-
trict would see a good turnout.

“We believe that parents who have
committed their child to programs
will still continue with the programs,”
she said, “We have already met with
the Music Boosters and we will be
meeting with the Athletic Boosters.”

Over 40 persons attended
Thursday’s meeting.

Rona Goldberg of Scotch Plains
asked if the district was legally able
to use fees as a way to “get around the
tax levy.” Mr. Del Sordi replied that
he “doesn’t believe the fee structure
will create any difficulties,” adding
that the state is “not concerned with
how you raise funds as long as it
doesn’t change the tax structure.”

Russell Kirby of Scotch Plains
called the fees a “temporary fix.”

“Even a $10 fee I’m not okay with
because I think it sets a bad prece-

dent,” another audience member said.
One resident noted that at least if

taxes were raised, it would be a write
off.

Others expressed gratitude that fees
made it possible for the district to
keep each of the programs and noted
how important the athletic and music
programs are to the district.

“I’m glad to see that the sports
program has been restored,” one resi-
dent said.

“In my mind, that’s a small fee to
pay for something that’s very impor-
tant,” said another.

“I like the compromise of the fee
schedule,” Cindy Clancy Warren said.

Board member Linda Nelson,
speaking for the board’s negotiations
committee, said, “Our hopes are high.”

“I can assure you that the board is
committed to containing benefits
costs,” she said. “It is and will con-
tinue to be a major priority of ours.”

Some residents expressed concerns
about raising teaching salaries.

“In these hard economic times we
have to take a tougher stand,” resident
Lisa Germano said. “Enough is
enough already.”

One resident suggested using a pro-
gram such as the Generics First Pro-
gram, which would use generic medi-
cines rather than brand name for em-
ployees.

“We are aware of those options,”
Mrs. Nelson said.

Neil Downing of Fanwood said he
considers benefits more valuable and
important than salary increases.

Numerous residents offered board
members suggestions for additional
revenue sources.

Kalpana Krishna Kumar asked
about advertisements and corporate
sponsorships. Mr. Del Sordi said the
district has not currently raised any
money through sponsorship, but
added that “the board put together a
policy and we continue to pursue
options and opportunities.”

Eric Parker of Scotch Plains said in
some school districts, athletes are able
to opt to be exempt from physical
education, stating that there would
then be some savings in the physical
education program.

Superintendent Hayes said that this

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SERVING HER COMMUNITY…Kalpana Kirshna Kumar, third from left with
her daughter, is honored by Council President Donna Dolce at the podium and
Mayor Colleen Mahr as Fanwood’s Volunteer of the Month at the council’s
regular March meeting. Ms. Kumar serves on the Environmental Commission
and works with the school PTA, among other local activities. “We need more
people like you,” said Ms. Dolce. “I remember what my parents told me,” said Ms.
Kumar. “When you give, you get. I’m really proud to be part of this beautiful
community.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUSTLIN’ BROADWAY...For sailors, sinners, mission workers and women of the night, all action on the Great White Way
stops, not for the crap game in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s production of Guys and Dolls, but for a tourist’s camera
lens.The Frank Loesser musical completes its run this weekend. Look for a review in next week’s edition of The Times.

SP-F BOE Introduces $80 Million
2009-2010 School Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will spend $80,798,648 in the 2009-
2010 school year under a tentative
budget approved during an agenda
meeting on Monday. The proposed
budget is $2,398,616 more than last
year’s, an increase of 3.1 percent.

A total of $73,466,746 will be
raised through taxes, including
$2,343,994 in debt services. Scotch
Plains’ 2009-2010 total school tax
levy is $57,119,697, up almost $2
million from last year. Fanwood’s
total tax levy is $16,347,048, up
$1,235,029 from last year.

The average tax increase per home
for Scotch Plains will be $246, while
the average Fanwood home will face
a tax hike of $458. The estimated tax
rate for Scotch Plains is 5.653, up
3.68 percent from last year.

Fanwood’s estimated tax rate is 7.243,
up 8.08 percent from 2008-2009.

Board officials said the reason for
the larger increase in Fanwood was
because of changes in equalized as-
sessed property values in both
Fanwood and Scotch Plains since last
year. Scotch Plains will contribute
roughly 77.75 percent of the tax levy,
compared to 22.25 for Fanwood.

Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi said since Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is considered a regional
school district, the funding formula is
determined by the state based upon
the property values of the two towns.

“As we look at 2009-2010, the prop-
erty values in Fanwood actually in-
creased, whereas at the same time the
property values in Scotch Plains de-
creased,” Mr. Del Sordi said. “The
percent that decides the two taxes,
over the past eight or nine years, have
never had such a dramatic change and

that’s what caused such an increase.”
The board sought to decrease ap-

propriations through staff reductions.
The proposed budget calls for cutting
18 positions, including nine teaching
positions, three custodial, one
grounds, two clerical and three ad-
ministrative positions, resulting in a
savings of $1,108,775. Three teach-
ing positions will be cut from the high
school, along with two each from the
elementary level, middle school and
basic skills.

“We have to follow tenure laws
with any reductions in staffing,” Su-
perintendent Margaret Hayes said.
“In some cases, reductions are going
to be triggered by declining enroll-
ment in programs. In some cases, the
cuts will create slightly increased class
sizes.”

The board also hopes to realize an
additional $788,000 in revenue from
a $100 activity fee at the high school,
a $100 music and athletics fee in the
seventh and eighth grades and from
the Pre-Kindergarten program, as well
as extraordinary aid.

“In totality, I think we’re still going
to have a strong district,” Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse said. “I think
our children are still in good hands.
The rigor of our curriculum will not
be affected and I don’t want to lose
sight of that as we go through the
budget process.”

The budget will now go before
Union County Executive Superinten-
dent Carmen Centuolo who must give
her final approval of the spending
plan. A public budget hearing is sched-
uled for Monday, March 30, in antici-
pation of the school board elections
on Tuesday, April 21. Last year’s bud-
get passed by a margin of 692 votes,
1,879 to 1,187.

Mr. Whitehouse said on Monday
that the board would advertise to
fill the vacancy created by the res-
ignation of Jane Costello earlier
this month. He anticipates conduct-
ing interviews to fill the one-year
term sometime in mid-April fol-
lowing an April 9 deadline for ap-
plications.

Mayor Seeks Meeting to
Clarify EMS Response Calls

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Mayor Nancy Malool wants to meet
with police and rescue squad offi-
cials to determine the procedures in
which a private ambulance service is
contacted when township rescue
squad personnel are unable to an-
swer an emergency call.

Last month, the council approved
a resolution designating Atlantic Am-
bulance Corp. to serve as an emer-
gency responder if the local volun-
teer rescue squad is unable to re-
spond to an emergency in a timely
manner.

“Our impression,” the mayor told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“was that we were putting a third
back-up in place.” She said the coun-
cil understood the procedure in an
emergency call situation to be that if

the Scotch Plains squad was unable to
respond, then the Fanwood Rescue
Squad would be called by the police
department and that, if Fanwood was
unable to assist, then the private am-
bulance service would be contacted.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting last week, Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad President Dan Sullivan
expressed concern that the private ser-
vice will be contacted faster than is
necessary, thus bypassing the
Fanwood squad. Mr. Sullivan told The
Times this week that his organization
was advised that the new procedure
for emergency calls bypasses Fanwood
entirely, and he regretted that “no one
approached us” about any new policy
as it was being developed.

“The crux of the matter,” he said, “is
someone should pick up the phone so
we can talk about it and try to fix it.”

Mayor Warns of ‘Gigantic’ Tax
Increase for SP Homeowners

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool said this week that
she is confident the 2009 township
budget will be given final approval
by early June, but warned that the
municipal property tax increase this
year could be “gigantic” due to
steep mandated increases in sev-
eral appropriations categories and
lower income in several revenue
areas.

Typically, by mid-March, the coun-
cil is well underway in considering
the municipal budget, which has usu-

ally been introduced by early April
and approved by early May.  But the
resignation last month of Township
Manager Michael Capabianco, who
was responsible for preparing budget
recommendations for the governing
body, set back budget deliberations
by several weeks.

Mayor Malool told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week that
consultant Gregory Fehrenbach, of
Government Management Advisors
LLC in East Brunswick, will work on
revising the earlier budget recom-
mendations and provide them to the
council by the end of the month. She
expects the council will hold several
budget meetings in April and then be
able to introduce the final spending
and tax plan by early May, with final
approval a month later.

The mayor said the preliminary
state aid figures released last Friday
showed a $73,000 decrease in assis-
tance, but that was far less than the
several hundred thousand dollar cut
that occurred last year. Asked about
possible layoffs, she said that “lay-
offs are a last resort, but it looks like
some will be inevitable,” although
she did not specify how many or from
which departments.

The township’s bleak fiscal picture
is due not only to the weak national
economy, but also to lower construc-
tion fees being collected, lower tax
collections, lower interest income
resulting from very low interest rates
and the reduced state aid, officials
said.

On the spending side of the ledger,
the mayor said the majority of any
appropriations increase would result
from higher pension contributions,
mandated raises for union employ-

ees, higher health insurance premi-
ums and a sharp increase in fees paid
to the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority. Mayor Malool said as the
initial budget recommendations were
being prepared in recent months, all
departments were requested to cut
their budgets by 10 percent.

The township is also required to
comply with the state’s 4 percent cap
on municipal tax levies, but the mayor
said a waiver from Trenton “will prob-
ably have to be applied for.” But, she
said, she is under the impression that
the entire township surplus would
have to be used as revenue this year in
order to qualify for any such cap
waiver. If that is so, she said the
concern would be about regenerating
surplus funds for 2010.

One way to curb what the mayor
warns will be a “significant” tax
increase this year is via the pen-
sion deferral legislation, approved
on Monday by the Legislature,
which would allow municipalities
to defer up to half their pension
contributions this year, which
would amount to about a $600,000
savings for Scotch Plains, Mayor
Malool said.

It would provide “short-term re-
lief,” she told The Times, by reducing
the tax bite by about six tax points or
$600,000, as a tax point equals
$100,000 in spending in Scotch
Plains. On the other hand, Mrs. Malool
said, the interest paid on the deferred
half could end up costing the town-
ship “a few hundred thousand dol-
lars” in future years. She said the
council would need to make a deci-
sion, as it examines the budget in
coming weeks, on whether to take the
deferral.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LUCK OF THE IRISH... Members of the Irish Coast Guard march down Morris
Avenue in Union on Saturday during Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
It is  the first time the group have marched in any parade in the United States.
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Corzine to Slash Town Aid
In $29.8 Billion Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine unveiled a $29.8-billion state
budget a week ago that calls for a 2
percent decrease in municipal aid
and slight increase in school aid.

He said the spending plan is $3
billion less than the budget enacted
in June. The budget would cut aid to
hospitals and universities. It would
eliminate the property tax deduction
on state income taxes.

Those making over $500,000 will
see a three-quarters of a percent hike
in their income taxes. Also, families
earning over $75,000 will no longer
be eligible for the Homestead tax

rebate program.
According to the budget, munici-

pal aid will be cut by $50.5 million,
higher education will be slashed by
$22.2 million and hospitals will re-
ceive $20.8 million less in aid. School
aid will be increased by $306,000.

“We must maintain our priorities
at the same time that we work to
minimize the tax burden on our citi-
zens,” Governor Corzine said.
“These priorities and values are the
same ones that have guided my ad-
ministration since taking office.”

Republicans issued statements op-
posing the governor’s proposed bud-
get.

SEEING RED...Women of the New Jersey Legislature pose to raise awareness of
the number one killer of American women, heart disease, by wearing red for Go
Red for Women Day on Thursday, February 26 at the Statehouse in Trenton. Asw.
Linda Stender of Fanwood is pictured with the group.
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