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BRIDGING THE GAP…Blue and Gold Holy Trinity Interparochial School Pack
73 Webelos celebrated their completion of Cub Scouts with a traditional Blue and
Gold Ceremony. At the Blue and Gold Ceremony, Cub Scouts cross a bridge to
signify their advancement into Boy Scouts. Those who earned this honor included
Mitchell Kelly, Peter Hunziker, James Wright, Nicholas Papadimas, Anthony
Scalia, William Fitzpatrick, Luke Brezik, Christopher Maloney, Matthew
Guastamacchia, Liam Loughlin and Philip Touhey.

Westfield DWI
Checkpoint Nets Three

WESTFIELD — Captain Wayman of
the Westfield Police Department an-
nounced that the DWI checkpoint con-
ducted at Central Avenue and Frazee Court
on Saturday night resulted in the arrests of
two people for driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and one person for possession of
controlled dangerous substances.

Arrested for DWI were: Peter
Tyliczka, 66, of Old Bridge. He was
additionally charged with reckless driv-
ing for driving through the traffic con-
trol devices (barricades) in an attempt to
avoid the checkpoint. Joseph Federico,
76, of Westfield was also arrested for
DWI. Both men were charged and later
released to responsible adults.

Nicholas Livolsi, 18, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with  possession of
marijuana of under 50 grams and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
issued a summons and released on his
own recognizance.

Westfield
Monday, March 9, a resident of the

500 block of Cumberland Street reported
the theft of both her license plates. The
theft is believed to have occurred be-
tween March 8 and 9.

Tuesday, March 10, Roxanne Cade,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on open
warrants after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue in Scotch Plains. The war-
rants included one traffic and one crimi-
nal warrant from Westfield for a total of
$1,000; one traffic and one criminal war-
rant from Plainfield for a total of $815; a
Scotch Plains traffic warrant for $393; a
South Plainfield traffic warrant for $300;
a Green Brook traffic warrant for $107
and a Newark traffic warrant for $91.
She was committed on default of bail to
the Union County jail.

Tuesday, March 10, Marco Mojica,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 500 block of
East North Avenue on an outstanding
Clinton Township traffic warrant. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $190
bail.

Tuesday, March 10, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Lanett
Bacaro, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on
North Avenue near Dudley Avenue on an
outstanding Roselle Park traffic warrant.
Bacaro was processed and released after
posting $81 bail.

Tuesday, March 10, Jude Lennon, 46,
of Newark was arrested on South Avenue
near Central Avenue on an outstanding
Newark traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $188 bail.

Tuesday, March 10, James Abate, 39,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Clark traffic warrant for $110. He was
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Ana C.
Gonzales, 52, of Roselle was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue near Dudley Avenue on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $99 bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Ronald Borda,
22, of Rahway was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Central Avenue near
Clifton Street on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. He was released with two criminal
summonses and traffic citations.

Wednesday, March 11, a resident of
the 200 block of Watchung Fork re-
ported that her motor vehicle was bur-
glarized while it was parked in front of
her house. Between $80 and $100 in
cash plus four gift cards totaling ap-
proximately $400 in value were taken
from the vehicle.

Wednesday, March 11, a Normandy
Drive resident reported that her home
was burglarized during the daytime hours.
There were no signs of forced entry,
according to police. Jewelry valued at
approximately $500, a black Mac Pro
laptop valued at $3,000 and a Dock Sta-
tion valued at $100 were reported taken
from the residence.

Thursday, March 12, Bonnie R.
Rodriguez, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
on West South Avenue on a Fanwood
traffic warrant for $214. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and later turned over to the
Fanwood Police Department on default
of bail.

Thursday, March 12, Manuel Serpa,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Elm Street near
East Broad Street and charged with hin-
dering his own apprehension for alleg-
edly giving police a false name. He also
was arrested on three outstanding crimi-
nal warrants, including two from
Piscataway for a total of $1,250 and one
from Edison for $750. He was commit-
ted to the Union County jail on default of
$2,750 bail.

Saturday, March 14, Joseph Federico,
76, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court during a DWI
checkpoint. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with a motor vehicle sum-
mons to a responsible individual.

Sunday, March 15, Peter Tyliczka, 66,
of Old Bridge was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop at
Maryland Street and Grandview Avenue
during a DWI checkpoint. According to
police, he also was charged with reckless
driving for allegedly driving through the
traffic control devices (barricades) in an
attempt to avoid the checkpoint. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with motor
vehicle summonses to a responsible in-
dividual pending a court date.

Sunday, March 15, John W. Fischetti,
41, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at West North Avenue and Clark
Street. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased with traffic summonses to a re-
sponsible individual pending a court date.

Sunday, March 15, Nicholas Livolsi,
18, of Westfield was arrested on charges
of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop at Central Avenue and Frazee Court
during a DWI checkpoint. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released on his own re-
cognizance with a summons pending a
court date.

Sunday, March 15, Lisa M. Smith, 34,
of Jersey City was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at East North and Fourth
Avenues on two outstanding traffic war-
rants, one from East Orange for $500 and
the other from Newark for $185. She was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Sunday, March 15, Patrick W. Hughes,
19, of New Brunswick was arrested on
an outstanding New Brunswick traffic
warrant for $250 after a motor vehicle
stop at West Dudley and Forest Avenues.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail.

Sunday, March 15, a resident of the
400 block of Edgewood Avenue reported
that sometime between March 13 and 14
someone threw eggs at her motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of her house.
The eggs caused an unknown amount of
damage to the vehicle’s paint.

Sunday, March 15, Ismajl Berisha, 22,
of Westfield was arrested during a traffic
stop in the area of West South and Sum-
mit Avenues on an outstanding
Kenilworth traffic warrant. Berisha was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing $500 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 11, Nicholas W.

Androwski, 27, of Dunellen was arrested
on the 200 block of LaGrande Avenue on
charges of disorderly conduct and reck-
less behavior after he was observed al-
legedly trying to start a fire with card-
board and leaves in the street. He was
processed and given a summons to ap-
pear before the municipal court.

Saturday, March 14, Enrique Valez,
Jr., 53, of Dunellen was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Fanwood af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, March 15, Jack L. Barner, 51,
of Latrobe, Pa. was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Monday, March 16, a resident of Shasta
Pass reported that, sometime between
Sunday, March 15, at 10 p.m. and Mon-
day, March 16, at 6 a.m., someone stole
his locked 1998 black Honda Civic from
the street in front of his house.

Scotch Plains
Friday, March 13, Cedrie Brunson,

37, of Rahway was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Friday, March 13, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone damaged
her motor vehicle by throwing eggs at it.

Friday, March 13, police investigated
a hit-and-run accident on Portland Av-
enue. According to police, someone
struck the rear of a motor vehicle while it
was legally parked in the street.

Friday, March 13, Cassie Stolz, 31, of
Vauxhall was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Friday, March 13, Bryant Jacobs, 20,
and Macylse Brown, 21, both of
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. Accord-
ing to police, their motor vehicle was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation and
officers observed the marijuana between
the two individuals. They were trans-
ported to police headquarters where they
were processed and released.

Friday, March 13, Nafeesa Gary, 20,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice for allegedly
providing officers with a false name fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to police headquarters where
she was processed and released.

Sunday, March 15, a resident of Raritan
Road reported that someone made unau-
thorized purchases in the amount of $725
on her credit card.

Sunday, March 15, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that someone entered his unlocked mo-
tor vehicle and removed his iPod, valued
at approximately $600.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 10, Earl A. Price, 45,

of Newark was arrested at the Hillside
Police Department on an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $624. He was
processed and held due to failure to post
bail.

Wednesday, March 11, Betty Nicolas,
28, of Irvington was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Irvington after a
motor vehicle stop. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 11, a resident of
Blazo Terrace reported that someone re-
moved her blue, Midco garbage can with
serial number 98002792, valued at $81,
from the edge of her driveway.

Thursday, March 12, James S. Grant,
29. Out of Jersey City was arrested by the
Bayonne Police Department on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside in
the amount of $350. He was processed
and held for failure to post bail.

Thursday, March 12, a supervisor at
an eldercare facility on Route 22 re-
ported that someone removed a HP Pa-
vilion laptop valued at $1,000 from his
bag while at the facility. According to
police, the victim could not produce a
serial number of receipt for the com-
puter, stating it was a gift.

Friday, March 13, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that someone
requested a change of address without
his authorization on a line of credit he
opened. The victim contacted the finan-
cial institution to report the incident and
authorities are investigating.

Friday, March 13, Goodwin C.
Varghese, 47, of Bloomfield was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop. He
also was charged with outstanding war-
rants out of West Orange in the amount
of $400, and Ledgewood in the amount
of $700, police said. He was processed
and released.

Saturday, March 14, Sakinah A. Davis,
37, of Irvington was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. She was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

March 31 Last Day
To Register To Vote

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education reminds residents
that Tuesday, March 31, is the last
day to register to vote in the school
election on April 21. Polls will be
open in Westfield on April 21 from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m.

To register to vote, an individual
must be a native-born or natural-
ized United States citizen who is 18
years of age by election day, a resi-
dent of the state and county at least
30 days before an election, and not
denied right to vote due to either
court adjudication of idiocy or in-
sanity, not serving a sentence, or on
parole or probation for an indict-
able offense.

Registration forms are available on-
line at westfieldnjk12.org/election and
from the municipal clerk in Westfield
at 550 East Broad Street or at the
Union County Board of Elections at
271 North Broad Street in Elizabeth
and at motor vehicle agencies and the
League of Women Voters.

The form can be mailed or brought
in person to the municipal clerk or
county commissioner of registration.
Applications for absentee ballots are
also available on westfieldnjk12.org/
election.

Westfield PTC Hosts
Candidates Night, 3/30
WESTFIELD – The Parent Teacher

Council of the Westfield Public
Schools is hosting Candidates Night
on Monday, March 30, in the audito-
rium of Westfield High School from
7:30 to 9 p.m. This is a change from
the date on the school calendar pub-
lished earlier this year. The five candi-
dates seeking three open seats on the
Westfield Board of Education are: Jane
Clancy, David Finn, Richard
Mattessich, Michael McLane and
Kathy Monteiro.

A moderator will field questions
from the audience. Questions can be
e-mailed in advance to Judy Hoffman,
PTC chairperson of the event, at
hoffjudy@comcast.net. Candidates
Night will be taped for airing on WHS-
TV36 through April 21, School Elec-
tion day.

AUTISM BENEFIT...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky confers a proclamation
on the Woman’s Club of Westfield in regards to the club’s garage sale fundraiser
benefiting Autism-New Jersey, to take place Saturday, April 4, at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, located at 301 Clark Street, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
mayor’s proclamation makes April “Autism Awareness Month.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SAFETY FIRST…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) visited the Garwood Fire
Department on Friday to announce that the department received a $62,225 grant
from the U.S. Homeland Security Department to purchase 12 self-contained
breathing apparatuses and six air tanks. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Councilman Anthony Sytko, Fire Chief Edward Silver, Councilman Keith Sluka,
Mayor Dennis McCarthy, Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio and Rep. Lance.
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WF Board OKs Master Plan;
Foerst Halts Talk of Deck

be updated periodically. The major
provisions included bringing certain
properties into conformity with ex-
isting land use, setting forth the find-
ings of the Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
Land Use Task Force and setting the
future direction of the town regarding
to planning development.

“Honestly, unless you’re into this
stuff, it is really boring,” Mr. Foerst
said. “My wife falls asleep when I
start talking about.”

Board member William Drew
thanked the committee members and
volunteers for their work they have
done so far in working towards a
resolution of the plan. Mr. Drew gave
a brief history of the master plan,
explaining that it has been through
two major revisions since its original
adoption in 2002.

Mr. Drew expressed his hopes that
by adopting the reexamination, the
board would “give new life” to the
resolution for a time and provide the
opportunity to “amend the master
plan… make it current.”

Mr. Foerst also thanked the volun-
teers involved with the resolution.
Mr. Foerst then pointed to a portion of
the resolution that entailed looking
into the viability of building a single-
tier parking structure to expand the
parking capacity in Lot 5 near Cen-
tral Avenue.

Citing a public referendum from
2004, Mr. Foerst reminded the board

that “the members of this town clearly
spoke in opposition” towards a park-
ing deck being constructed.

Having spoken with Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and the town council ear-
lier in the day, Mr. Foerst reassured
residents that “the town council has
no intention of going forward with
any additional study of a parking
deck.”

After some discussion, the plan-
ning board passed the resolution ap-
proving the 2009 Master Plan Reex-
amination Report. The board plans to
meet again in April to discuss the
issues further.

Lauren Falk, a board alternate, told
The Westfield Leader that the report
would be posted on the Internet for
the public to review.

In other business, the application,
regarding the subdivision of property
located on 623 Cumberland Street
into two separate lots, was approved
by the board with conditions and
passed unanimously.
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Garwood School Budget
Ultimately, the state awarded

Garwood an additional $30,000 in
aid, which board officials said was in
recognition of the borough’s “respon-
sible” budgeting.

“The state has recognized that we
have been very cost effective,” Ms.
Groning said. “As a result, we re-
ceived a 5 percent increase in state
aid.”

The board will now wait for ap-
proval and possible revisions from
Ms. Centuolo, which are due to the
borough by March 30. A public bud-
get hearing has been scheduled for
April 1 at 7 p.m. Garwood residents
will have their say on the budget
during the school board elections on
Tuesday, April 21.

In other business, the board said on
Tuesday that it was amending its
policy regarding the audio recording
of meetings. Presently the board tapes
all of its meetings. The new policy
gives the board discretion as to
whether or not they would like to
record a particular meeting.

“We’re not going to tape every
board meeting anymore,” board mem-
ber Linda Koenig said. “For one thing,
where are you going to store all the
tapes? And another thing is the qual-
ity isn’t very good, even if you’re
sitting right next to [the recorder].”

Resident Bruce Paterson said he
disapproved of the new policy, say-
ing he believes the tapes of the meet-
ing should be available for members
of the public.

“To me I feel like it’s going back-
wards,” Mr. Paterson said. “Even if

the audio was poor, every meeting
should be taped whether it was earth
shattering or not.”

Ms. Quigley and Board President
Adele Lewis said the board would
explore alternative recording devices,
including the possibility of a grant to
purchase a new, higher quality audio
system.

Ms. Quigley also said that discus-
sions with the Clark school district
regarding shared services are ongo-
ing. Interim Clark Superintendent
Renae LaPrete and Business Admin-
istrator William Muzzio appeared at
Tuesday’s meeting. Board officials
said Ms. LaPrete and Mr. Muzzio
were on hand to discuss shared ser-
vices in executive session.
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Chambers
conditions of this agreement, the town
may consider such default a “breach
of the agreement” and immediately
suspend pay and benefits being paid
to Ms. Chambers and reinstitute dis-
ciplinary action.

According to terms of the settlement,
each party is responsible solely for its
own attorney’s fees, costs and expenses.
Ms. Chambers waived all claims for
reimbursement of attorney’s fees, costs,
and expenses from the town, police
department and Mr. Tracy.

A copy of the settlement agreement
is posted on this newspaper’s website.
See www.goleader.com/services/fea-
tures.

to phase out the teaching of that
tongue. Bringing Edison Intermedi-
ate School’s basic skills program into
line with Roosevelt Intermediate’s
and cutting one Westfield High School
staff member will save $729,339.

Special education will face cuts of a
high school supervisor, a high school
teacher, and half a resource center
teacher saving $246,391. The district
will see an information technology
director, a computer technician, three
secretaries, six paraprofessionals and
a custodian cut for a saving of
$556,467.

The district also managed to find
savings of $590,400 in several dis-
trict-wide areas, notably dental and
prescription insurance, anticipating
two out-of-district placements to re-
turn, a reduction in the substitute bud-
get, and revisions to the IDEA grant
(special education) assumptions.

Slowing computer replacement, com-
bining some busing, reducing travel
and communication expenses, cutting
the school board’s fall conference, and

several other non-personnel reductions
saved another $148,604. Cutting sti-
pends for many non-required programs,
including those for bands, art, public
speaking, journalism, etc. cuts about
another $112,000.

These cuts of 24 positions and 39
stipends plus other savings total
$2,384,143, still considerably short
of the goal. School officials said they
hope that the Union County Superin-
tendent of Schools Carmen Centuolo
will come through with aid to stop an
additional $1 million in cuts.

In the event the county does not
provide the desired aid, Westfield will
need to cut three elementary support
counselors, two secondary guidance
counselors, 3.2 Spanish teachers, an
assistant principal, an intermediate
drama teacher, and elementary librar-
ian, another computer technician, an-
other custodian and a paraprofessional,
plus several other programs, bringing
the total to 38 jobs and 61 stipends,
cuts which board member Jane Clancy
described as “heart-wrenching.”
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Westfield Board of Education

lice Department as well as the Union
County Police.

A State Superior Court judge in
Elizabeth granted a search warrant to
obtain details about the call from
Verizon Communications at 5 p.m.
on Monday to the borough’s detec-
tives, said Chief Debbie.

Mrs. Baubles said the phone call
did not contain any specific threat
either to Deerfield or Beechwood
School, the BOE or the Borough of
Mountainside. She also said there
was no bomb or weapon threat and
that most of the call was inaudible.

“The coordinated efforts worked
as best they could,” BOE President
Mary Beth Schaumberg said.

CSA Baubles said it is the safety
policy for the district to first evacuate
students, then to notify the parents,
when an incident occurs. Officials
said parents were notified with a pa-
per notice sent home with students.

The Instant Alert system will be
activated to notify parents the next
time an incident requiring evacuation
occurs, Mrs. Baubles said.

School Business Administrator
(SBA) Roderic McLaughlin updated
the BOE on the amount of state aid
the district was awarded and other
adjustments made to next year’s bud-
get since the February 24 BOE meet-
ing.

“While some state aid categories
have increased for fiscal year 2009-
2010, the state has failed to guarantee
a fixed amount for other categories
such as Extraordinary Aid. In the case
of Extraordinary Aid, the state has
directed districts to make ‘conserva-
tive estimates’ of the amount for in-

clusion in their budgets,” Mr.
McLaughlin said.

While the New Jersey Department
of Education website reported that
the district will receive $780,455 in
aid, Mr. McLaughlin said that num-
ber was for “categorical aid only” and
excludes Extraordinary Aid. The to-
tal number Mr. McLaughlin put into
the district’s budget for state aid is
$887,994, the same amount as the
current fiscal year.

“It’s like comparing apples to pears”
with regards to how the state pre-
sented its aid numbers to local school
districts last year versus this year,
said Mr. McLaughlin.

The $14,074,479 budget reflects a
3.6 percent increase over last year’s
budget but is under the state man-
dated cap of 4 percent.

One of the changes in the 2009-
2010 budget is an increase in spend-
ing to send ninth-grade students to
the Union County Magnet High
School. For the 2009-2010 year,
$248,500, an increase of $82,500,
has been allocated to account for the
“significant increase in ninth-grade
enrollment in the Magnet Schools,”
according to Mr. McLaughlin’s pre-
sentation.

The BOE will mail Mountainside
residents a newsletter outlining the
2009-2010 school budget the week of
April 11. A public hearing of the
2009-2010 budget is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 31, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Beechwood School Susan E.
Collier Media Center.

The public will vote on the school
budget and elect board members on
Tuesday, April 21.
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Mountainside Evacuations


