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Six Strings Equals
Heroic Crossroads Show

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — On Saturday night,
Crossroads in Garwood witnessed the
re-arrival of guitarists Glenn
Alexander and Jane Getter, billed as
Six String Heroes. The two lived up
to the name, as they combined their
guitar prowess to play with the power
of a locomotive and leap across fret
boards in a single bound.

Mr. Alexander, a transplanted Kan-
san who now calls Westfield home,
began the show with laid-back stage
banter, warning the audience to “be-
ware of flying bad notes,” as the group
only had one two-hour rehearsal the
previous evening.

The duo, backed by bassist Chulo
Gatewood and drummer Tobias
Ralph, then launched into an
Alexander original called “Primal
Need,” which mixed Stevie Ray
Vaughan-like strumming with a
funky backbeat. Both guitarists took
solos, with Ms. Getter playing a
fast-paced, bluesy solo and Mr.
Alexander favoring longer, more
piercing notes.

Mr. Alexander and Ms. Getter also
harmonized well on the song, though
they took things too far when both
popped the high E strings on their

guitars. This forced Mr. Ralph and
Mr. Gatewood to stall (a task they
performed admirably) while the gui-
tar duo changed strings.

Once repairs were complete, Mr.
Alexander and Ms. Getter switched
into a long blues jam called “Evil
Molecules,” in which they frequently
“dueled” with one another onstage,
trading licks back and forth.

Following that, Mr. Alexander
turned the show over to Ms. Getter,
who performed some of her own origi-
nals, beginning with “Know You.”
While the song was fine musically, it
was hampered by having only a few,
rapidly sung lines, which unfortunately
showed Ms. Getter’s flat vocals.

Ms. Getter fared better with a newer
song, “Light of Understanding,” a
poppier ballad, and the instrumental
“Spool,” which erupted with crunchy
blues-rock riffs. Ms. Getter consis-
tently showed herself to be an excel-
lent guitarist, able to not speed through
the frets but know just the right notes
to hit without trying to play them all.

However, her ability was slightly
dimmed by her frequent equipment
checks during songs (though Mr.
Alexander was also guilty of this) and
her need for a music stand.

As for Mr. Alexander, he returned

with an excellent story song, “F5,”
about the tornadoes he dealt with
growing up in Wichita, Kan.

He said that, “People always think
this song’s about a big nasty
woman…I kinda like that better.”

As the group began the song, people
could easily apply both meanings, as
the guitars wailed and howled, creat-
ing the musical equivalent of both
forces. And, though, as with many of
the evening’s songs, the group
jammed a bit too long, everyone was
impressed by it.

The night’s finale was an untitled
new song, which had a slightly jazzier
feel, with some impressive, organ-
like guitar work from Ms. Getter be-
fore she and Mr. Alexander moved
back to dueling guitars. The song
concluded with a drum solo that
caused people’s ribs to vibrate inside
their chests – a fine ending to a show
that seemed barely contained by the
power of the Six String Heroes.

Catch Glenn Alexander’s Farm
Funk League at Crossroads on March
21, at 7 p.m. Awkward Silence opens
at 6 p.m.

More on Mr. Alexander and Ms.
Getter, including CDs and dates, can
be found on glennalexander.com and
janegetter.com.

Discover Rarities by the Masters
In Oratorio Singers Concert

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Because the stan-
dard choral literature is heard frequently,
composer and conductor Trent Johnson
likes to perform what he calls “great
pieces that aren’t so common.” Mr.
Johnson, music director at First United
Methodist Church in Westfield and
music director of the Oratorio Singers
of Westfield, will lead the Oratorio
Singers in a concert that exemplifies
this philosophy.

On Sunday at 3 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church, they will sing Franz
Schubert’s Mass in G Major, Ludwig
van Beethoven’s “Christ on the Mount
of Olives” and the world premiere of
Mr. Johnson’s “In Homage of Spring.”
The concert is part of the Oratorio
Singers’ 29th season.

The Schubert and Beethoven will
feature orchestra, chorus, soprano
Rachel Rosales, tenor Mark Bleeke
(who grew up in Westfield) and bari-
tone Lawrence Craig, while Mr.
Johnson’s newest work is written for
orchestra, chorus and soprano.

Mr. Johnson planned the program
knowing that the Oratorio Singers
have not performed anything by
Schubert or Beethoven in the past
few years, and both of the pieces on
Sunday’s program require the same
number of soloists. Then, marking
the fourth premiere that he will con-
duct with the ensemble, he composed
“In Homage of Spring” for this con-
cert.

“The Mass in G is one of
[Schubert’s] most beautiful choral
works. It is a sweet, beautiful piece,
and I haven’t heard it too often on
concert programs,” Mr. Johnson said.

“Christ on the Mount of Olives” is
Beethoven’s only oratorio, and the most
famous excerpt is the “Hallelujah Cho-
rus,” which acts as the final affirmation.

“[This oratorio] is quite a dramatic
work. I hear a lot of early Beethoven
and his personality in the music,” Mr.
Johnson said. The three main charac-
ters are Jesus, the angel and Peter, and
the first chorus is a chorus of angels.

“The chorus has just a few interjec-
tions, but a few of the most interest-
ing interjections are the men in the
chorus. The men portray the soldiers
and disciples, so there are some dra-
matic moments when the soldiers en-
ter to arrest Jesus and when the dis-
ciples are surprised at the coming of
the soldiers,” Mr. Johnson said.

The world premiere, “In Homage
of Spring,” is a three-movement piece
that expresses the beauty of spring.
Mr. Johnson set the music to “Spring”
and “God’s Grandeur,” two poems by

THE IDES HAVE IT...The Oratorio Singers of Westfield will present Beethoven’s
Christ on the Mount of Olives, Schubert’s Mass in G Major and a première of a new
work for soprano, chorus and orchestra, Trent Johnson’s In Homage of Spring,
at 3 p.m. this Sunday, March 15, in the sanctuary of the First United Methodist
Church (FUMC), located at One East Broad Street in Westfield.

the priest Gerard Manley Hopkins,
and the poetic essay “Love” by Khalil
Gibran, from “The Prophet,” a book
that he wrote in 1923.

“I thought that these three poems
together could form a short suite that
depicted some of the sights, sounds and
imagery of spring,” Mr. Johnson said.

When composing the music, he
used colorful orchestration, includ-
ing the glockenspiel and snare drum,
for painting the meaning of the text.
“People have told me that my musical
language is very accessible yet, at the
same time, sounds contemporary,”
Mr. Johnson said. “Of course, ‘con-
temporary’ has different meanings
for different people, but I think people
listening to my music for the first
time have a tendency to ‘get it.’”

Sykes Chats with Leader/ Times,
Readies for Rahway Performance
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Emmy Award-winning
entertainer and comedienne Wanda
Sykes told The Westfield Leader and
The Times in an exclusive interview she
is excited to return to her “first love,”
standup. The TV and movie star is
scheduled to perform Thursday, March
19, at the Union County Performing
Arts Center, part of a 2009 cross-coun-
try comedy tour.

Sykes has been called “the poster
child for gay and black in America”
after publicizing her marriage to an-
other woman at a rally in Las Vegas last
November, a week after Proposition 8 –
a California ballot initiative to restrict
the definition of marriage to opposite-
sex couples – passed.

Although in the past she has incorpo-
rated her personal life into her standup,
Sykes said she “tries to keep it sepa-
rate.”

“On stage,” she said, “I talk a lot
about social issues and policies and
things that have happened to me.”

Sykes said she will not focus on her
orientation, but she will discuss her
relationship. “It gives me another box
to pull from,” she said. “Relationships
are something everyone can relate to.
You know, like trying not to kill each
other.”

In writing material for her new tour,
Sykes said, “I’m not really trying to
send a certain message. [After Califor-
nia passed Proposition 8], I did the most
important thing – to be publicly open.
After, I had a lot of people come up to
me and say that’s really helped them.”

Sykes said of her 2009 tour, “There
is a lot going on today. A lot of new
material, a new president, the economy.”

Her last popular standup was in 2006,
“Wanda Sykes: Sick and Tired,” part of
a HBO comedy special. She joked about

such topics as politics, gay marriage,
health care, racial profiling and the
pressures of being a woman.

Sykes insisted that she does not try to
be politically charged.

“My goal is to be funny. Standup, to
me, is not [about sending] some type of
a message, but to point out hypocrisy. If
I think of something that’s funny and
gives an audience a different way of
looking at things, that’s cool, but I
wanna be funny.”

Sykes is not only a funny woman on

stage but has been a writer and actor on
various television shows and movies.

Most notably, Sykes was a perma-
nent character on “Curb Your Enthusi-
asm,” wrote and acted on “Chappelle’s
Show” and co-starred in Bruce Almighty
and Monster-In-Law.

Currently, Sykes can be seen on “The
New Adventures of Old Christine.”

“Standup is my first love; it’s what got
me doing TV and movies,” she said. “I
need that outlet; it’s very exciting with
everything that’s going on out there now.”

Kiss Me,Kate
W E S T F I E L D  H I G H  S C H O O L  T H E AT E R  D E PA R T M E N T

P R O U D LY  P R E S E N T S

Based on Shakespeare’s 
The Taming of the Shrew “Brush up your Shakespeare, 

start quoting him now.”

Westfield High School
550 Dorian Road

March 12, 13 & 14, 2009 at 7:30 P.M.
All Tickets $10. Reserved Seating.

Call: 908-301-0931 
or email: whstickets@westfieldnjk12.org

Tickets also available at the door.

Wanda Sykes Chats with The Leader/ Times

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘STRINGS THEORY’...Glenn Alexander, left, is joined by fellow guitarist Jane Getter and bassist Chulo Gatewood at
Crossroads. For Mr. Alexander, who has worked with Max Weinberg & the Max Weinberg 7, Southside Johnny & The Asbury
Jukes, Constantine Maroulis (“American Idol”), Bob Dylan, Michael Bolton and Elvis Costello, the event marked a homecoming.


