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NWK Museum Celebrates
Centennial with Unbounded

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – The Newark museum is
celebrating its centennial anniversary
throughout 2009. A part of the celebra-
tion is a new exhibit, Unbounded: New
Art For A New Century, that seeks to
explore arts definition in an age of
globalization.

The exhibit consists of the work of
four different curators, Westfield’s
Christa Clarke, arts of Africa specialist;
Ulysses Grant Dietz, decorative arts
specialist; Katherine Anne Paul, arts of
Asia specialist, and American art spe-
cialist Beth Venn.

The curators’ diverse specialties are
just one of many ways in which this
exhibit portrays the eclecticism that is
analogous to contemporary art.

Mrs. Clarke believes that the ad-
vances made in technology throughout
the past century have directly affected
art. Mrs. Clarke remarked, “Art has
always had global defi-
nitions and perspectives,
but in this century, we are
able to think more glo-
bally because of the ad-
vent of technology, ev-
erything is so assessable.”

Touching more spe-
cifically on their relation-
ship, Mrs. Clarke added,
“There is a greater trans-
portation of ideas, spe-
cifically from the
Internet, which allows for
artists to draw from many
traditions.”

Artists chosen for Un-
bounded: New Art For A
New Century exemplify
just that. The exhibit showcases current
work from more than 40 artists from
different countries and backgrounds.
Each artist’s work is also unique. Dif-
ferent styles, materials, presentations
and messages are used throughout the
exhibit.

Allison McCartney, an employee of
the Newark Museum, wrote that the
“Museum’s definition of contempo-
rary art is broad and inclusive.” This
exhibit illustrates that definition by
showcasing a variety of works in the
exhibit. Quilts, sculptures, electronics
paintings, videos, and photographs are
all a part of Unbounded.

For example, Jim Campbell’s piece,
Home Movies, combines custom elec-
tronics, LEDs and wire. Mr. Campbell
enlarged the pixels on his old home
videos so the viewer cannot see the
actual images, just black, white and
grey shadows.

The pictures and movements pro-
jected from the videos become what the
viewer makes of it; what he or she
thinks they see. In this way, Mr.
Campbell uses new technology to com-
ment on his personal history and the
fuzziness of human memory. Technol-
ogy enabled Mr. Campbell to create
and extend a new narrative and a new
personal history from an old one.

It is interesting because artists are
still exploring the same things that have
always interested them, but technology
has enabled them to translate their vi-
sions in different ways.

Next to Mr. Campbell’s piece hangs
a seemingly classic American quilt by
artist Sandy Benjamin-Hannibal, titled
Potholders and Dervishes Plus. The
quilt is sewn in the same fashion as a
traditional American quilt but is pieced
together using bright African fabric. In
this way, the artist comments on her
American nationality and African heri-
tage by using an African fabric to give
a contemporary perspective on a tradi-
tional form.

With the two pieces hung in juxtapo-
sition, the viewer can clearly see how
the exhibit incorporates a variety of
medians and traditions to define con-
temporary art.

According to Mrs. Clarke, when this
diverse group of work is showcased

together, “the differences
in the art makes unex-
pected connections.”
These unexpected con-
nections bring together
different histories and
cultures to ultimately
transcend previous stig-
matized categorizations.

For example, both Mr.
Campbell and Ms. Ben-
jamin-Hannibal’s works
have a clear connection
because they both focus
on their personal history
in different ways.

Mr. Campbell’s piece
manipulates technology
to comment on the faulti-

ness of memory, while Ms. Benjamin-
Hannibal’s work pieces together tradi-
tional concepts and fabrics to comment
on the eclecticism of today’s society.
Using history as a focus, they both use
the past to comment on the present. A
sense of connectedness, inclusion and
broadmindedness are pervasive themes
in the contemporary art on exhibit.

Unbounded exhibits art made in
the past 15 years in an attempt to
showcase the definition of contem-
porary art. In this definition of con-
temporary art, technology plays a vi-
tal role in the ideas presented, the
source of those ideas and the medium
used.

Technology has enabled art to be
more complex, more connected, more
limitless in its possibilities. Un-
bounded: New Art For A New Cen-
tury not only celebrates the Newark
Museum’s centennial anniversary but
the industrial revolutions as well.

To learn more, see
newarkmuseum.org.

Edison’s Annie Knows Sun
Will Come Out Tomorrow

STARS OF ‘TOMORROW’…Performers from the cast of Annie, which will run
March 19, 20, and 21, take a break from rehearsals. Performances will take place
at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.  Tickets will be available at the door.

WESTFIELD – The world’s most
celebrated orphan takes center stage
as the Edison Intermediate School (EIS)
presents a production of Annie.

Deserted in a hard-knock orphanage
run by the less-than-kind Miss
Hannigan, (Megan Mulrooney), Annie,
(Maria Hershey) escapes to an easier
life outside during the Great Depres-
sion, where tomorrow is always brighter
because of hope.

Annie is returned to the orphanage
only to escape once again, this time on
the arm of lovely Grace Farrell, (Maura
Heinbokel) a billionaire’s secretary.

It just so happens that Daddy
Warbucks, (Matt Lynn) capitalist com-
plete, wants to entertain an orphan for
Christmas. And entertain he does.

The rest of the holiday and musical is
a whirl of adventure as Annie charms
Warbucks, F.D.R. (Rob Cassie) and the
entire country. And at the end, a Merry
Christmas is had by all, as Annie is
adopted by Warbucks. Of course, the
holiday is not so merry for Hannigan
and her conniving partners in crime,
Rooster and Lily St. Regis (Mike
Kirkland and Hannah Painter).

Upbeat numbers include “Tomor-
row,” “Easy Street,” “N.Y.C.” and

“You’re Never Fully Dressed Without a
Smile,” performed by both the orphans
(Anna Bloomfield, Cali Chambliss,
Jennifer DeCandia, Amanda Durante,
Catherine Frey, Hannah Knighton,
Desirae Miller, Erica Millwater, Megan
Pina, Katie Rembisz, Alison Sprung,
Kaila Vannoy and Stephanie Wells) as
well as by Bert Healy (Fraser Weist)
and the lovely Boylan Sisters (Emma
Lysek, Sarah Seitz and Isabelle
Smelkinson) and many others.

David Shapiro directs the play. Nancy
Schoenberger serves as musical direc-
tor. Kristine Smith-Morasso is the ac-
companist. Michael Altmann, Kim
Lorenzini and Alex Lasker are techni-
cal directors, along with student sup-
port. Mallory Applebaum choreo-
graphs. Set designers Dan Black and
Kate Sudia lead a talented crew.

Annie will be presented on Thurs-
day, March 19 at 4 p.m. for elementary
school students and senior citizens. All
tickets for this show are $5.

Tickets for the evening performances
on Friday and Saturday, March 20 and
21, will go on sale beginning on Tues-
day, March 10, at 3 p.m. in the EIS
auditorium lobby. Ticket prices are $8
advanced sale and $10 at the door.

Sederman’s ‘Casey’ Scores With Fans

FINALLY JOY IN
MUDVILLE...Mother of “Mighty”
Casey and Derek, Marty Sederman,
will greet fans on Saturday.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Hockey fans of all
ages who stood and cheered for Derek
as he blasted in an OT game-winning
goal in the recently released picture
book “Casey and Derek On the Ice”
will have a chance to meet the real
boys’ mother this weekend.

New Providence resident Marty
Sedeman will be at
The Town Book
Store Saturday late
morning to chat
with puck fans and
readers alike.

Written in rhyme
similar to the clas-
sic baseball poem,
“Casey at the Bat”
weaves all the nail-
biting, stomach-
gripping and heart-
thumping excite-
ment and suspense
of the last few sec-
onds of a youth
hockey game into
this delightful read.

That the names of the boys in the title
– Casey and Derek – happen to be the
names of Mrs. Sederman’s two sons
makes the book even more enjoyable.

It’s not the first time Mrs. Sederman
has named her book’s characters after
her sons.

Her first book, “The Magic Box:
When Parents Can’t Be There to Tuck
You In,” was written to help Casey deal
with his father’s frequent absences for
work.

“Luckily, I got it published, but un-
luckily, I was foolish enough to use
Casey’s name as the main character,”
she said.

By the time he was in kindergarten,
several years later, Derek was asking
his mother to write a book about him.

“[He] had recently started playing
hockey and was totally excited about
the sport. So one day, the idea of a
‘Casey at the Bat’-type of story for
hockey players crossed my mind,” she
continued.

It was easier said than done.
“Derek and Casey had to have

equally important roles in the story,”
she said, “and they had to have equiva-
lent ‘airtime.’”

“It just wasn’t good enough for one
to score the tying goal and one to score
the winning goal,” she continued. “Each
character had to be ‘talked about’ in the

story about the same amount.”
At first, Mrs. Sederman thought

she would write a book entitled
“Derek on the Ice,” but the title lacked
the connection to the famous “Casey
at the Bat” that she wanted to estab-
lish.

And if she were writing a book about
Derek, she could not very well call it
“Casey on the Ice.”

“Quickly, the
game-plan became
clear,” she contin-
ued. “I’d [call it]
‘Casey and Derek
on the Ice’ and never
use either of their
names again if I ever
got another book
published.”

Casey and Derek,
as well as Mrs.
Sederman’s hus-
band, Rob, served
as her in–house cri-
tique group and pro-
vided feedback
prior to submitting

the manuscript to publishers.
It was Mr. Sederman who encour-

aged her to write a penalty shot into the
book.

Illustrator Zachary Pullen’s photo-
graphs capture the essence of the play-
ers.

Now in eighth and sixth grade, re-
spectively, Casey and Derek are way
beyond the picture-book stage of their
lives, but that doesn’t keep them from
being proud of their author–mother.

“[They] know this book was impor-
tant to me and have been very support-
ive,” she said.

Mrs. Sederman holds a degree in
economics from Williams College and
a Masters of Business Administra-
tion from Harvard University.

She has worked as a market researcher
and analyst, as well as a management
consultant for consumer products com-
panies.

In addition to watching countless
hours of hockey, she also plays defense
on two women’s ice hockey teams – the
Renegades, out of the Twin Oaks Ice
Rink in Morristown, and the Beacon
Hill Club in Summit.

Mrs. Sederman will be signing cop-
ies of “Casey and Derek on the Ice” at
The Town Book Store on Saturday,
March 14, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, contact The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535.

WHY CAN’T YOU BEHAVE...? Petruchio’s (Peter Surace, right) request for
Kate’s hand in marriage is well received by her father,  Senor Baptista (Garrett
Verdone), but Kate (Catalina Gaglioti, left) is horrified at the prospect. The
Westfield High School (WHS) production of Kiss Me, Kate will take place in the
WHS Auditorium. Show times are Thursday, Friday, Saturday, March 12, 13 and
14, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets ($10) are now on sale. For information and tickets, call the
WHS Box Office at (908) 301-0391 or e-mail whstickets@westfieldnjk12.org.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader/Times

WESTFIELD – Some call Neil
Simon’s Fools a “romantic comedy,”
others a “comic fable.” Whatever moni-
ker it goes by, Westfield Community
Players’ (WCP) version, which opened
Saturday night, is good, old-fashioned
silliness.

There’s an unsubstantiated story that
while Simon was going through a di-
vorce in 1980, part of the settlement for
his wife was money from his next play.
So, he supposedly composed a pur-
posefully weak play, Fools, a two-act
romantic turkey that closed on Broad-
way after a mere month of perfor-
mances.

Judging from the laughter emanat-
ing from the in-
timate theater
on opening
night of the
WCP’s version
of the 1981
show, this “tur-
key” struck a
number of
funny bones.
You can’t al-
ways believe
what you hear
(or read).

The silly
story begins
with Leon
Stephonovitch
To l c h i n s k y
(David Gazzo), a new schoolmaster in
a little Ukrainian village in the 1800s,
who has been hired to tutor a 21-year-
old girl.

The entire town has lived under a
curse of “chronic stupidity” for more
than 200 years. What the new school-
master does not know about the job is
that if he does not educate her within
the 24 hours of his arrival, he will
become as stupid as the rest of the town.

Right from the top of the show,
schoolmaster Leon breaks what actors
call “the fourth wall” to speak directly
to the audience. The lights dim, a spot-
light casts a glow on him, and he shares
what he calls his “private thoughts.”

He confesses to the audience that
he’s both excited and nervous about his
assignment and is worried about how
stupid they all are.

A delightful set designed by Bill
McMeekan boasts a towering castle of
the evil Count Gregor Yousekevitch

WCP Turn’s Comedy Into ‘Fools Gold’

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

(Peter Curley) in the distance and a
foldout wall providing the interior of
the house of Dr. Nikolai Zubritsky
(Dickson Lane) and Mrs. Lenya
Zubritsky (JoAnne Lemenille) and their
21-year-old daughter Sophia Irena
Elenya Zubritsky (Vikki Massulli).

Along with Leon, the audience be-
comes drawn into this fantastical land,
reminiscent of the enchanting
Brigadoon.

These townspeople are good-natured
morons who are aware of their mental
limitations. Overacting is the key to
what makes all this silliness work.

Director Maurice Moran has bor-
rowed bits of melodrama, reminiscent
of Perils of Pauline, complete with an
old-time villain that could be Snidely

W h i p l a s h ’s
(Dudley Do-
Right/“Rocky
a n d
Bullwinkle”
reference) Eu-
ropean cousin.

But by taking
the folktale-like
plot seriously,
Mr. Moran has
made the char-
acters come to
life as three-di-
m e n s i o n a l ,
n o n - c a r i c a -
tures.

P l a y i n g
schoolmaster

Leon, bespectacled David Grazzo is
Woody Allen-esque with slouched
stance and slight build. He portrays the
intelligent Russian who is struck dumb
at the sight of the dimwitted Sophia.
She, who is played marvelously by
Vickki Massulli, is the quintessential
clueless-yet-cute creature that cannot
add one plus one.

The most brilliant scene of the show
involves Sophia’s father, Dickson Lane,
with his booming voice, professorial
demeanor and dashing moustache jux-
taposed with the mother, JoAnne
Lemenille, whose wide-eyed brainless-
ness shows in Betty White-like inno-
cence.

Their comic timing and deadpan de-
livery merited belly laughs from the
packed opening night audience.

Simon’s nonsensical play is saved,
(as well as the town) because it is well
cast, adorably acted and smartly di-
rected.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader / The Times
‘PLAYING THE FOOL...’ Townspeople in
Fools pray that the schoolmaster will be able to
educate Sophia, thereby lifting the curse of
“chronic stupidity.”

Behind Quiet Veils of the Blue
Willow, 2001

Red Weldon Sandlin
Earthenware, wood, paint

26 x 12 ½ x 10 ½ in

I am very pleased to announce to all my clients,
customers and friends, my recent affiliation
with the Burgdorff ERA Westfield Office.
As a Broker/Sales Associate with Burgdorff ERA,
I will continue to offer the highest quality
real estate services and programs with one of the
largest and most respected Realtors® in the state.

Please feel free to call me on my direct line
908-518-5291, my cell phone 908-468-0252,
or email me at janice-tittel@burgdorff.com

Rely on me when you need the services of a dedicated
professional who will exceed your expectations.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065
www.burgdorff.comOwned and Operated by NRT LLC.

JANICE TITTEL
has made a great move!

Broker/Sales Associate
“A Proven Professional”

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House
Sunday, March 15th, 1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield,
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.g g

Presented by Elegant Homes Realty

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a 
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus 
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry, 
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators to each f loor 

and two underground parking spaces per unit.


