
Page 12  Thursday, March 12, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most Memorable Moments
No. 6: Dec. 3, 1977

(Note: This is the first in a six-part
series of the Most Memorable Mo-
ments of WHS sports history that the
author has personally attended.)

If you don’t think the North Jersey
Section 2, Group 4 football title game
between WHS and Barringer on Sat-
urday, December 3, 1977, at Giants
Stadium was big, just consider this:

The headline on the top of an inside
page of the Sunday New York Times said:

“32,000 Watch Westfield
Fulfill No. 1 Role, 33-12”
There, under a byline of William J.

Miller, was the story of a suburban
New Jersey high school football team
beating an inner-city powerhouse
(Newark Barringer) that had two fu-
ture NFL players – Hall of Famer
Andre Tippett and Norm Granger – an
amazingly talented sophomore quar-
terback in Keith Hunter, a Hall of
Fame coach and plenty of other tal-
ented athletes.

Of course, if you were around
Westfield and its football team during
the 1960s and ’70s, you wouldn’t be
surprised at the result, or the cover-
age. The attendance? Well, yeah, that
was big even for a WHS team that
routinely played before 8,000 to
12,000 people on most weekends – or
whenever the opponent was Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Montclair, Union,
Nutley and, of course, Plainfield on
Thanksgiving Day.

Things had been building up to that
moment for 20 years, ever since Les
Zorge became the WHS head coach in
1957 and brought an Ohio football
mentality into a town of what one
former assistant coach would call
“cake eaters.” Zorge got the feeder
systems revved up, and got the play-
ers who survived his practices to turn
from cake eaters into “man eaters”
every Saturday afternoon. In four years
under Zorge, WHS was transformed
from everybody’s favorite Homecom-
ing opponent into a team that was
feared, in every sense of the word.

Former assistant Gary Kehler
moved up to the head position in 1961,
and that’s when things really took off.
By the time the 1977 season rolled

Devil of the Week
John Barnes

Wrestling

around, WHS had a 125-14-7 record
in 16 years under Kehler and was the
state’s premier program – public or
non-public. (Some even joked WHS
was the state’s dominant program,
high school, college or otherwise!)
And, although graduation in June 1977
took a great group (all-staters Bob
McNally and Bret Schundler, along
with Scott Selert, Chris Harvey, Den-
nis Gibbons, Dean Boylan, Joe Della
Badia, Bill Rippe, Jeff Campbell and
Donnell Clark) from 1976’s 10-0-1
team, the cupboard was hardly empty.

And an interesting thing had hap-
pened late in the ’76 season that would
have a huge bearing on the ’77 season.
During the final B squad game, a
seemingly meaningless, 22-6 win over
Linden to wrap up a 6-1-1 season,
sophomore fullback/linebacker Chris
Compton fractured his thumb. WHS
only had three running backs suited
up for the game, so coach Bob
Brewster heeded the advice of quar-
terback Matt McDonough and moved
the split end to fullback, even though
he had never played in the backfield
before. Despite having to be told what
to do by McDonough before each
play, the new fullback broke off a
couple of nice runs. And he was over
six-feet tall, one of the biggest players
on the team and, did we mention,
very, very fast? Brewster and Dave
Cilo mentioned to Kehler they might
have stumbled onto something in this
Harold Woolfolk kid.

By the next fall, Butch Woolfolk –
a backup split end and safety as a
junior, who earned a varsity letter for
his play on the kickoff team (WHS
kicked off quite often) – was the big
name in town. Big-time college
coaches like Bo Schembechler and
Joe Paterno knew their way to his
house. Meanwhile, fellow senior Dave
Tomalonis, who had been groomed as
the left halfback since eighth grade,
was moved to left guard, where he
spent the fall as the lead blocker for
most of Woolfolk’s school-record 34
touchdowns – and earned all-county
honors.

The WHS offense produced points
like never before, or since: 28-0 over
Summit, 43-0 over Union, 31-0 over
Elizabeth, 41-6 over SP-F, 61-14 over
Cranford, 28-0 over Nutley, 35-0 over
an unbeaten, unscored-upon
Montclair, 42-0 over Linden, 33-0
over Livingston in the sectional
opener, and 38-0 over Plainfield be-
fore 14,000 on Thanksgiving. In the
first 10 games, WHS had 380 points
while allowing just 20.

The offensive line (left to right) was
end K.C. Knobloch, Tomalonis, cen-
ter Dave Pryor, guard Rick Sampson,
tackle John Iglar, tackle Jim Hoblitzell,
end Kent Baldwin; quarterback
McDonough, Woolfolk and Owen
Brand at halfback, and fullback Frank
Kelly.

Defensively, it was ends Basil
Bourque and Tomalonis, tackles
Chuck Clarke and Jim (Tank) Bloom,
middle guard Sampson, linebackers
Iglar and Hoblitzell, corners John
Byrne and Knobloch, safeties
Woolfolk and Brand.

Barringer, coached by legendary
Frank Verducci, also came into the
game with a 10-0 record and had
scored 341 points. The Bears’ big

runners were halfback Rich Alston,
who had 137 points, and fullback
Reggie Davis, who ran for 212 yards
in the semifinal win.

Verducci, the uncle of current Sports
Illustrated baseball writer Tom
Verducci, had a bit of a surprise for the
Blue Devils. Instead of its normal 5-3-
3 defense, Barringer brought nine,
sometimes 10, players up to the line of
scrimmage, basically daring Kehler
to let McDonough throw the ball. Of
course, G.K. was never a fan of the
forward pass and was stubborn enough
to try to outlast any opponent by grind-
ing it out. And that was how this game
was played, too.

The game started at 1:30 p.m., and
by 1:45 (just nine minutes into the
game, and before some in the an-
nounced crowd of 32,232 had settled
into their seats) WHS was already up
14-0. Woolfolk opened the scoring on
a 15-yard run after a long punt return
by Brand, and Kelly added a nine-yard
scamper following an interception by
Iglar. Hunter kept Barringer in the game
with a 21-yard touchdown pass to
Byron McMillan that capped a 78-
yard drive and made it 14-6 at the half.

Late in the third quarter, with mo-
mentum clearly on Barringer’s side of
the field, Kehler finally caved in and
gave McDonough the green light, and
the heady QB found Brand wide open
for a 48-yard touchdown. After
Woolfolk and Hunter exchanged
fourth-quarter touchdowns making it
27-12, McDonough finished his 3-
for-3 day with another scoring strike
to Brand, a 24-yarder.

WHS, which averaged well over
300 yards rushing per game, managed
just 197 yards rushing and 99 passing
for 296 total yards. Kelly had 22 car-
ries for 110 yards, Woolfolk was 21-
76 and Brand just 5-7. The WHS de-
fense limited the Bears to 168 yards
rushing (Hunter 76, Davis 48, Alston
28) and 55 passing. The cat-quick
Sampson (11 tackles), Tomalonis,
Clarke and Co. harried Hunter into a
5-for-20 passing effort.

It’s been 31-plus years, more than
11,000 days, since that unforgettable
game, the most hyped-up and talked-
about high school football game ev-
ery played in New Jersey.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Jan Cocozziello, the former WHS

three-sport standout, closed his bas-
ketball career at Hartwick College in
Oneonta, N.Y., last weekend as the
school’s no. 2 all-time scorer.
Cocozziello scored 15 points Friday
night and 16 Saturday as Hartwick
won ECAC Upstate Men’s Basketball
Tournament, and he was named the
tourney MVP. Those 31 points gave
him 1,868 career points, just 10 be-
hind the all-time leader.

Cocozziello set school records for
foul shots made in a game (24 of 26)
and career (407), and points in a half
(35). He led the team this winter in
scoring (494, 18.3 ppg), minutes (917,

34.0), assists (88) and steals (33), and
was second in rebounds (118).
Hartwick was 4-45 in the two years
before Cocozziello arrived, then went
35-42 in his three years, including 15-
12 this winter.

Ironically, when Cocozziello scored
those 35 points in one half, he finished
the game with 43. That wasn’t a school
record only because Steve Wright
(WHS, ’65) put up 47 points one night
in 1967. Sweet-shooting Steve had 21
baskets, and you can bet several of
them would have been good from
three-point range if the arc had ex-
isted then.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Following her 20-point effort in last

week’s state tourney loss to North
Hunterdon, Tara Handza finished no.
4 all-time among WHS girls with 873
career points, behind 1,000-pointers
Erin Miller (1,580), Krissy Jeremiah
(1,169) and Liz McKeon (1,017).
Handza ended with 70 career three-
pointers, trailing only Miller (125)
and Jackie Cusimano (88), and her
106 assists this winter were second
all-time to Miller’s 108 last winter.

‘RUGBY IN WESTFIELD’
The Westfield PAL Rugby is hosting

a “Rugby in Westfield” day on Sunday
at Gary Kehler Stadium. There will be
a couple of U19 games, a U15 game, a
women’s game and a kids’ flag game.
Wil Kehler, grandson of the late Gary
Kehler, will perform the coin toss. In-
cluded on the MudTurtles’ U19 roster
are WHS footballers Chris and Mike
Sheehan, Brandon Dietz, Chris Fantini,
Brett DeFazio, Eric Moran and T.J.
Mruz. For more information, go to
www.mudturtlerugby.net.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, now open
seven days a week) is John Barnes.
The senior 130-pound wrestler capped
an outstanding four-year career by
reaching the state quarterfinals. He
was 29-5 this year for a career record
of 95-34 – third most wins in school
history – and captured his third straight
District 11 title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

March 14, 1998: Blue Devil junior
147-pound wrestler Onur Tezucar has
been on fire, having won the District
11 Title and the Region 3 Title.
Tezucar blazed to a fifth-place finish
at the NJSIAA state wrestling tour-
nament at Convention Center in At-
lantic City.

March 3, 1999: Senior Bennie
Martinez blazed in 23 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds to lead the sev-
enth-seeded Raider boys basketball
team past the second-seeded Torna-
does of Orange, 58-54, in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 tournament in Or-
ange. James Allen Osborne scored 18
points.

March 11, 2000: More than 4,000
wrestlers from 316 schools were
whittled to an elite 16 in each weight
class by the first round of the New
Jersey State Championships, which
was held at the Continental Airlines
Arena in East Rutherford. Raider jun-
ior Gary Cousar at 191 became part

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Jill Horowitz Rome
Sales Associate

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate

CRANFORD $649,900
CH COL. 1st flr similar to new const. w/newer
large open kit. and FR. Kit. w/B bar and a CI with sub
zero refrigerator drawers. MLS 2639435

SCOTCH PLAINS $824,900
Dramatic 2 story entry, CHC on cul-de-sac, 1.1
acre lot. Cathedral ceiling, FR w/brick fpl. Oak hdwd
floors on 1st floor. Brick front. MLS 2649766

SCOTCH PLAINS $589,000
4BR, 3.1BA nestled in the Watchung Reservation.
Large elegant LR with gas fpl and bay window.
Formal DR and a newer EIK. MLS 2655215

SCOTCH PLAINS $522,000
Interior painted, flrs sanded in Feb 2009. EIK, 4th BR
could be in-law suite, large backyard with paver
patio. Gas heat & CAC. MLS 2655459

WESTFIELD $1,750,000
Totally renvtd. Fabulous entertaining flr plan.
Gourmet kit., terrace off brk room. Gorgeous cus-
tom trim/built ins/leaded windows. MLS 2645312

WESTFIELD $1,699,000
Huge CHC Home w/2 story FR w/wall of windows
facing backyd 200' deep., lg EIK w/2 lev. center island
w/granite countertop. MLS 2646092

WESTFIELD $1,125,000
Exquisite Villane built 2 yr old Col. Private prof. land-
scaped. Many upgrades, open fl. plan. FR w/fp opens
to bright sunrm. 1st fl. BR & BA. MLS 2627789

WESTFIELD $1,189,000
Beaut CHC. w/gracious flow. 2 story entry, Kit
opens to FR w/fpl. 1st flr Bed/Library. Mast. w/lux
BA, frpl, trey ceil, 2 walk-in clos. MLS 2552961

WESTFIELD $1,059,000
Spacious front porch Mahoney Col w/open flrpln,
Liv Rm; FDR; gourmet Kit open to FR w/fplc; airy
MBR suite w/full bath & w/i closet. MLS 2603968

WESTFIELD $850,000
Sunfilled home offers versatile floor plan, shiny
wood floors, lower level rec room. Wonderful loca-
tion, eat in kitchen, spacious rooms.MLS 2641844

WESTFIELD $519,000
Charming vintage Colonial lovingly renovated in the
last few years. Hardwood floors throughout, fplc,
sunny bedrooms and fin. Rec. rm. MLS 2633437

WESTFIELD $425,000
Great Value! 4 BR, new kitchen and SS appliances
included, Large family rm, finished bsmt, sunroom
and enclosed porch. MLS 2654730

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

of that elite.
March 2001: Blue Devil Bowling

Head Coach Mike Tirone has been
selected as the 2000 New Jersey
Coach of the Year in bowling by the
National Federation of Coaches As-
sociation and the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associa-
tions.

March 8, 2003: The Raider girls’
basketball team rocked the third-
seeded Jefferson Falcons, 65-43, in
the semifinals of the NJSIAA/First
Union North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 playoffs in Scotch Plains. Matching
her season high, center Hillary
Klimowicz hit for 29 points and ac-
counted for 14 rebounds.

March 2004: The Blue Devil girls
indoor track team has been selected
as the Union County “Team of the
Year” by The Star-Ledger. The Blue
Devils swept the UC Relays and the
UC Track and Field titles. Junior
Emily MacNeil (800 meters) and the
foursome of MacNeil, Annie Onishi,
Meg Driscoll and Jennell Carter
(4x400 meters) made the All-Union
First Team.

Mike Cappiello Makes
Plymouth Baseball Team

PLYMOUTH NH – Freshman
Mike Cappiello, a 2008 Westfield
High School graduate, recently made
the Plymouth State University base-
ball team.

Rugby Day Comes
To Kehler Stadium

On Sunday, March 15, the Union
County Rugby Football Club
(UCRFC) will be holding the first
annual “Rugby Day in Westfield’.
The festivities will be at Kehler Sta-
dium. The day begins at 11:30 a.m.
with flag rugby games featuring teams
from Westfield, Cranford and Berke-
ley Heights. The tackle games will
begin at noon.

SCHEDULE OF GAMES:
11:30 AM- Flag Rugby: Hawks, Eagles
12 Noon- U15 Boys: Union vs New Roch-
elle
1:15 PM- U19 Girls: Union vs Elizabeth
HS
2:30 PM- U19 Boys: Union “A” vs New
Rochelle “A”
4 PM- U19 Boys: Union “B” vs New
Rochelle “B”
Admission is free and everyone is wel-
come to attend.

Fred Lecomte (March 2002 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO SUCCESS...Junior Zack Coppa has been a major
contributor to the Blue Devil swim team’s success for three seasons.

Harmonizing with the surrounding property, this Westfield gem sparkles with a gracious 
ambiance. The spacious interior is highlighted with natural wood trim, box beam ceilings, 
archways, embellished framing around entryways & windows and hardwood floors. The 
new (2008) state-of-the art kitchen mingles seamlessly with vintage adorned formal rooms 
as well as comfy family spaces. The master bedroom is joined by a new granite accented 
luxurious bath and an office. Two more bedrooms, two more full baths, and a sizeable rec 
room complement this marvelous home. Almost an acre and a half of beautifully land-
scaped property with in-ground pool, majestic trees and mature shrubbery craft a pastoral 
setting.  Presented for $1,395,000. 

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

         908-233-6417, Direct Dial
            NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 


