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WF BOE Member Jane Clancy
On Why She Seeks a Second Term

As I write this, it is very hard to believe
it has been three years since I joined the
Westfield Board of Education. As I have
listened, learned and asked many ques-
tions, I have gained so much knowledge
and insight from our administrators, our
teachers and staff and our community. I
have had the privilege to be a part of
hiring our new superintendent, a new
high school principal and the reopening
of Lincoln School as our Early Childhood
Learning Center.

I have worked on the Curriculum, Fa-
cilities Community Outreach, and Tech-
nology committees and have been liaison
to the PTC Special Ed, Tamaques School,
the library and Lincoln School. I have
navigated my way through all of the criti-
cal components that make up how our
district operates and have come to under-
stand the important part the state plays in
the decisions that we make.

I am running again for the Westfield
Board of Education because as a parent of
seven children — three who have graduated
from WHS, two currently in the high school,
one in Edison and one in Tamaques — and
as an early childhood educator myself, I feel
I bring a broad range of experience and
insight to the board. In my 24 years living in
Westfield, my husband Bob (a life-long
resident) and I have always been actively
involved in the community through the
schools, scouts, clubs and sports.

I have worked hard to ensure that the
children in our community are receiving
the best of opportunities especially
through education.

In many ways, I feel my work has just
begun on the board. There is a great deal
that goes into making Westfield a high
achieving district and we are currently
faced with many challenges, particularly
financially. My sincere hope is to take the
knowledge that I have gained, combined
with my own experiences, and continue
to ensure all of our children are well
served and cared for in our district.

We must continue to provide diverse
programs through our academics, fine
arts, athletics and our numerous extra-
curricular activities. Westfield recognizes
that not all children are the same and we
must continue to reach out to the children,
who, because of various learning styles,
might otherwise fall through the cracks. I
am fully committed to looking at ways
that all of our children can benefit from a
broad range of programs.

The children in this district, just as the
children in my family, all have a great
deal to offer but not all in the same way.
It is our duty as educators and parents to
tap into their talents and give them the
tools and resources they need to reach
their greatest potential.

Jane Clancy
Westfield

WF BOE Candidate Finn Outlays
Experience and Attributes

My name is David Finn, and I am a
candidate for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation. I have been a resident in town
since 2000. My wife Marybeth, a Family
Nurse Practitioner, and I have four chil-
dren. David Jr. is a freshman at The Col-
lege of the Holy Cross in Worcester,
Mass. Sean, is a senior at St. Peter’s Prep
in Jersey City. Conor is in the seventh
grade at Roosevelt Intermediate School
and Emily is in the third grade at Wash-
ington Elementary School. Our children
have benefited immeasurably from the
education they have received in the
Westfield Public Schools.

My education includes a Bachelor of
Arts in Economics from Villanova Uni-
versity and a Masters in Business Admin-
istration with a concentration in market-
ing from Rutgers University Graduate
School of Management.

As for my career, I have been in profes-
sional services sales and marketing for 17
years and am currently a senior consult-
ant at Towers Perrin in New York City.
Towers Perrin is a human resources con-
sulting firm that specializes in compensa-
tion, benefits and change management
consulting to many Fortune 500 compa-
nies.

Many of my clients are challenged by
the difficult economy and how to do “more
with less” – challenges with which our

school system must also grapple over the
coming year. Issues such as increased
enrollment, a budget shortfall and de-
creased state aid are very real. However,
these issues can be dealt with effectively
through creative problem solving, strong
leadership, an open and inclusive pro-
cess, fiscal responsibility and direct and
thorough communication.

I am seeking the honor of serving on
the Westfield Board of Education be-
cause I possess attributes that will enable
us to move forward through challenging
times: together, as one town, and one
school system. I humbly ask for your
support on April 21, 2009.

Please feel free to reach out to me to
discuss any school board related matters
at finnforwestfieldboe@yahoo.com.

Thank you.

David Finn
Westfield

BOE Candidate McLane Says He Will
Connect Residents with the Board

My family and I moved to Westfield
about four years ago, from Fanwood (12
years), because we were impressed by
Westfield’s excellent school system and
the services offered. My daughter, Emily,
is now a seventh grader at Roosevelt and
my son, Nicholas, is a fifth grader at
Franklin School. My wife, Eleana, has
volunteered on various committees for
Franklin School since moving here.

I am a Certified Financial Planner (CFP)
working with families and business own-
ers in the area, helping them build finan-
cial security. I have extensive experience
in evaluating the economic value of pro-
posed solutions, as well as forecasting
future revenues and cost of projects. My
expertise also extends to evaluating bud-
gets and benefit programs (health/medi-
cal and pensions).

I received a B.S. in Accounting from
Shippensburg University and a master’s
degree from Embry Riddle University,
while serving as an officer in the U.S.
Army. I obtained the rank of captain and

was a helicopter pilot, before leaving
active duty to pursue my business career.
I am also active in Westfield sports pro-
grams helping coach soccer and basket-
ball.

My interest in running for the Westfield
Board of Education is based on helping
make good decisions that positively af-
fect the Westfield community economi-
cally. The board members represent the
Westfield residents’ interests. My objec-
tives are to be a voice of the residents, do
my best to represent the majority view
and provide transparency during the pro-
cess.

I believe my financial background will
provide incremental value in the discus-
sion and final decisions that will help
control the economic impact on residents.
We need to help keep the residents con-
nected to the Board of Education by com-
municating timely information from the
beginning to the end of the process.

Michael McLane
Westfield

WF BOE Candidate Kathy Monteiro
Seeks to Assist in Energy Plan

To our Westfield community, family
and friends: I am Kathy Monteiro. I am
seeking your support to vote for me on
April 21, 2009, for the Westfield Board of
Education. I bring 20 years of Higher
Education experience in the field of ar-
chitecture, construction, capital planning
and budget. I am well versed with our
state regulatory agency, the Department
of Community Affairs (DCA).

There is no doubt that in hearing and
seeing the results of the redistricting ef-
forts, there is always room for future
improvements. I would like to be part of
the passion in education, safety, and in-
tegrity of our schools and the administra-
tion it represents.

To achieve these simple yet complex
mantras, I will provide added value to the
team, the partnership, the leadership of
the Board of Education and our Westfield
community; our town, our homes, our
livelihood, and our passion to be in the
best place in New Jersey.

I am an 18 year resident of Westfield
along with my husband Ed. We have two
sons: Brian age 15 currently a sophomore
in WHS and Alexander age 11 attending
Roosevelt. They love their school, their
teachers, and their friends. Because of
their environment, they are well-rounded
young men who continue to grow in their
education, sports, and social activities.
As a family we participate in many local
events.

I have a Bachelor of Architecture De-
gree and a Master of Science in Architec-
tural Studies from the School of Architec-
ture at New Jersey Institute of Technol-

ogy. I am currently the Director of Con-
struction Administration at New Jersey
City University, Department of Facilities
and Construction Management. Prior to
this I have held positions as Director of
Campus Planning at Kean University;
Director of Architectural Services at
Montclair State University and Associate
Director of Space Planning at UMDNJ
Department of Operations.

I am currently a Trustee at St. Dominic
Academy in Jersey City, empowering
young women for leadership; a Board
member for the New Jersey Chapter of
the Construction Specifications Institute,
and a member of the Professional Women
in Construction.

I have participated in several Washing-
ton School shows for fund raising, do-
nated to the Westfield Historical Society
and the Westfield College Women’s Club.
I have volunteered my time to our Holy
Trinity Parish Faith Formation Education
for eight years. I have strengths in public
contract law, competitive bidding and
emergency preparedness.

I would like to assist in the energy and
sustainability initiatives in our school
systems. Education is one of many lega-
cies we transfer to our families, our friends,
members of our community. In essence,
we are the fabric of our society. I express
my sincere wish to take on this public
service for the betterment of our Westfield
community.

I hope to earn your vote this April 21,
2009. Thank you.

Kathy Monteiro
Westfield

WF BOE Candidate Rich Mattessich
Introduces Himself to the Public

My name is Rich Mattessich, and I am
a candidate for the Westfield Board of
Education.

This is clearly an interesting time to
seek such a position as the economy re-
mains weak, looming school budget gaps
are sure to foster significant debate, and
we have recently implemented a new
attendance zone that strikes a chord across
many readers, yet, in very different ways.

I care deeply about maintaining our
tradition of excellence in education, and I
am confident that my abilities and back-
ground make me well qualified to serve
our town.

My wife Michelle and I have lived in
Westfield for over 12 years. Our two daugh-
ters – Rachel, 10, and Allison, 8 – have
benefited immensely from the education
system in Westfield in just the few years
they have attended, and I am committed to
helping ensure our system remains strong
for all of our children going forward.

I have a strong financial background,
with an accounting degree from
Georgetown University, a master’s de-
gree in finance from NYU and a law
degree from the University of Texas. I

have previously practiced as a CPA, and
I have been a practicing attorney for over
13 years.

I am currently Associate General Coun-
sel at The Dun & Bradstreet Corporation.
I have represented many public and pri-
vate entity boards of directors over the
years, and I currently sit on one private
condominium board of directors.

Those of you who have heard me speak
at BOE meetings know that I hold simple
principles with respect to the governing
by elected officials of the educational
process – transparency in decision mak-
ing with all constituents while addressing
the issues as one town and considering the
needs of all citizens.

In the coming weeks, you will hear
much from me regarding my views and
how I believe I can best serve you and our
community. I am interested in your ques-
tions and comments and encourage you to
engage in dialogue by reaching out to me
any time and I welcome your e-mails at
mattessich-for-boe@comcast.net.

Rich Mattessich
Westfield
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By Superintendent Margaret Dolan

Westfield Public Schools

I am writing this letter when the deci-
sion on state funding remains in question,
prior to the governor’s message of March
10. Facing this uncertainty, I would like
the residents of Westfield to understand
how the Westfield Public School district
has been preparing for whatever decision
the governor announces regarding aid to
our schools.

Westfield may not receive as much
state aid as many school districts, but we
certainly depend on the 6 percent of our
revenue base, or $5,051,068, that is in-
cluded in our current school year budget.
When it became apparent in January that
our state aid could be cut short prior to the
end of this school year, I announced to my
staff the curtailment of non-essential
spending. Shortly thereafter, the com-
missioner of education issued the very
same restriction for all public school dis-
tricts in New Jersey. The money we have
saved over the last three months will
either help us continue our payroll for the
end of this school year or put us in a better
position for next year’s budget.

Together with the business administra-
tor, the finance committee of the board,
and our administration and staff, we also
have aggressively looked for ways to
make our operation more efficient. We
already have saved more than $200,000

The Unknown State Aid

in utilities through a district-wide energy
conservation program. We have refi-
nanced the debt service on our 1999 bonds,
resulting in $34,000 to $38,000 savings
over each of the next five years. We have
been successful in negotiating no increase
in property and liability insurance, dental
insurance and prescription costs for 2009-
2010. Health insurance will rise and we
continue to try to find the lowest cost to
meet our contracted obligations.

Despite these and other measures, it is
not going to be an easy task to bring next
year’s budget to a balanced level without
making cuts in every school in our dis-
trict. These are unusual times in our
economy and the schools are not exempt.

The Westfield Board of Education will
hold budget meetings every Tuesday un-
til the school election, with the exception
of April 7 during spring break. The meet-
ings are open to the public, are taped and
televised on WHS-TV36 and are summa-
rized in Synopsis, which is available on
the district website. Families in Westfield
are making difficult choices right now.
The administration of the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools is making difficult choices as
well. By working together, we will strive
to provide Westfield children with excel-
lent educational opportunities that they
deserve.
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