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Humorous Excerpt
From 1919 Leader

Editor’s Note: A former Westfield resi-
dent, now residing in Pennsylvania, has
been using the recently updated newspa-
per archives to search for articles from
both sides of his family; he found this
interesting piece regarding his great-
grandfather, Eugene Hanford, the town’s
tax assessor for many years.

The following comes from a 1944 issue
titled “Excerpts From The Westfield
Leader, 1919 and 1920.”

“The Town Council has directed that As-
sessor Eugene Hanford be paid $37.50 to
compensate for the loss of half of his flock of
heavy-laying Plymouth Rocks. It seems that
some hungry and irresponsible dogs (iden-
tity unknown) invaded the assessor’s Dudley
Avenue hennery and regaled on fifteen of the
finest birds on the roost. Mr. Hanford’s bill
for damages, carefully itemized, was accom-
panied by affidavits from members of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders, who had held
a ‘corpus delecti’ over the remains.”

R. D. Petersen
Bath, Pa.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Roun – To whisper
2. Transmogrify – To transform com-

pletely, especially in the grotesque man-
ner

3. Surn – The hawk owl
4. Ascian – A person who casts no

shadow at noon

BALAGAN
1. A hut built on stilts by the Tartars
2. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel, stoat and martens
3. A collector of rare minerals
4. Cornish crow with red feet and beak

TANTIVY
1. A tearing in pieces
2. Irritated or agitated
3. A swift, full gallop
4. Lighthearted; cheerful

TARAXACIN
1. A fine white clay used in making

porcelain
2. A spider that catches its prey by

chasing them
3. An astringent or repellent
4. A bitter substance from the root of

the common dandelion
YOICKS

1. A cry used for urging on the hounds
in fox hunting

2. Concise; brief; to the point
3. Coughing up or spitting
4. An expression indicating exaustion

or fatigue

   

By Mayor Nancy Malool

Scotch Plains Town News

In these difficult economic times, the
possibility of foreclosure has become a
concern for many. Recently, a resident
inquired about the process involved when
property taxes are not paid. In most cases,
even though a homeowner is not paying
his mortgage, the lender will continue to
pay property taxes. After a period of non-
payment, which usually ranges from a
year to 18 months, the lender will begin
foreclosure proceedings.

Before that process begins, however,
the homeowner can consider various op-
tions to avoid foreclosure, including refi-
nance, loan modification or what is known
as a ‘short-sale’ of their home.

If property taxes are not paid through a
lender, and the homeowner is responsible
to pay their taxes but neglects to do so, it
becomes a liability to the township. Each
October, the township holds a tax sale. At
the tax sale, the township is required by
state statute to sell all back taxes. At the
2009 sale, for example, all 2008 unpaid
taxes will be sold. They then become
liens held by the outside lienholder who
bought them. This lienholder can begin
foreclosure proceedings after a period of
two years.

The township is only able to foreclose
on a property if the back taxes are not
bought at the sale. However, residential
back taxes are almost always sold, except

What to Do If
Facing Foreclosure

on the rare occasion where there is envi-
ronmental contamination. The township
has not foreclosed on a property since at
least 2002, when I first became a council
member.

In the event that foreclosure proceed-
ings have begun, whether it be by a lend-
ing institution or another lienholder, resi-
dents may want to avail themselves of the
Foreclosure Mediation Program. This new
program, which was initiated by the New
Jersey Judiciary, provides housing coun-
selors, attorneys and mediators to
homeowners who are facing foreclosure.
This program is only available after a
foreclosure complaint has been served
upon the homeowner. For additional in-
formation about this program, call 1-888-
989-5277 or visit
NJForeclosureMediation.org.

We are fortunate in Scotch Plains. In
spite of the economic downturn, we have
not experienced the high foreclosure rate
that many other Union County towns
have. In 2008, Scotch Plains’ tax collec-
tion rate was 98.73 percent, which al-
though it is down by approximately
$275,000 from 2007, is still a remarkable
percentage. Still, very few people are
immune to the challenges that face us
today. There are numerous resources
available to assist, and we will pass along
information as it becomes accessible.

Westfield, ‘Less Than
Candid’ Re: Chambers

I have been a trial attorney for over 40
years and know that when a case is settled
in the Superior Court, all parties know
every contingency of the settlement.

The Town of Westfield is being less
than candid in its evasion of your [The
Westfield Leader] OPRA request con-
cerning the settlement of Ms. Chambers’
lawsuit. When the case was marked
settled, the town’s attorney had been given
full authority. The town knew all the
terms of the settlement.

Mr.Bigosinski is an expert in the field
and said that Ms. Chambers’ damages
didn’t warrant the large sum she is receiv-
ing. This leads me to wonder what the
reasons were for this excessive payment.
The town’s evasions give credence to the
purchase of silence. This is wrong.

Not only should we know how much
was paid but why it was paid and if the
conduct was avoidable so that we don’t
have to pay again.

John Blake
Westfield

Trader Joe’s Employee Gets Ticket
In Snow-covered Parking Lot

I am writing to you out of total frustra-
tion the day after our March 2 winter
snowstorm.

Somehow, I feel you’ve received a
letter like this before; never did I imagine
that I would be writing the same. Before
beginning my Tuesday 6 a.m. shift work-
ing at Trader Joe’s, I pulled into a snow-
covered nine-hour parking space located
in Lot 1 adjacent to the store.

As I typically do, I pulled into the first
available parking space in the row of
nine-hour spaces, parking next to an al-
ready-parked vehicle. As the time neared
9 a.m. (when parking rules apply), my
fellow coworkers and I made our way to
the parking lot as we do each day to pay
for our eight-hour shift of parking.

Due to the fact that the parking spaces
were totally snow-covered and icy, the
space numbers could not be seen. Ice
prevented me from attempting to brush
off any snow to possibly reveal my space
number. Since I am familiar with the
space numbers (I park in this lot daily), I
knew enough to start counting from the
first parked car (number 835) to my ve-
hicle number 828.

I then went to the pay station to pay for
parking to cover my shift that would end
at 2 p.m., paying enough to have parking
until 2:30 p.m. In my mind, I was doing

everything I needed to do. I’m sure you
can predict how this story ends.

At 2:15 p.m. and the end of my shift, I
was greeted with a parking ticket on my
windshield. Once the snow had melted, I
realized that I, as well as the driver of the
car parked to the right of me, had parked
in between two spaces. Of course, the
dividing lines of the spaces were covered
along with the space numbers.

When parking at 6 a.m., I naturally
assumed that the vehicle already parked
there was in a lined spot. I paid for the spot
I thought I was in; yet, apparently, this
was not even considered when I was
being ticketed.

I can understand being ticketed if I had
not paid for parking at all. For some
reason, the vehicle to my right, which was
also between spots, was not ticketed.
Needless to say, a day’s work will go
towards paying this ticket, and I will have
to take an additional day off to fight it.

I have my parking receipt and photo-
graphs of my parked car and the car
parked next to mine. I am hoping that the
Town of Westfield will consider the cir-
cumstances and my situation and do the
right thing if not for me then for those who
may encounter the same in the future.

Emily Warren
Westfield

Kimmins Calls Criticism Of
Washington Parents ‘Unconscionable’
I feel compelled to defend the Wash-

ington School community in reference to
some recent unfair comments and letters
to The Westfield Leader.

In no way, shape or form was there ever
a Washington School parent who found
fault with the reputation of Edison Middle
School. It is insulting to presume that
there were any concerns or criticisms
whatsoever, regarding the “side” of town,
administration, staff, students or families
of this fine school.

Shame on anyone that suggests other-
wise; they have obviously not been listen-
ing and do not understand the issue at
hand.

I have been engrossed in this process
and sensitive to the plight of the Washing-
ton School parents. They have fought on
behalf of their children to have the secu-
rity and comfort of beginning middle
school with their elementary school class-
mates, and to have the same luxury of
walking to and from school as their peers.
Period.

As caring and dedicated parents, they
have spent countless hours pouring over

numbers, consulting experts and some of
them were even granted time to say their
peace and offer alternative suggestions at
board of education meetings. Then they
went home, put on a happy face and
dispelled any fears or sadness in their
households.

These are good parents and good
people. At the end of the day, if redistrict-
ing is meant to be, they will make this a
positive experience for their children and
embrace the Edison community as their
own, without prejudice.

To criticize these parents for fighting
for their children is unconscionable. We
would all do the same in their position.
We should stop passing judgment and
respect the Washington School parents’
right to fight for their children’s happi-
ness.

I applaud their efforts as fellow citi-
zens of our united great town, and I am
proud to be their friend, neighbor and
Councilwoman.

Vicki Kimmins
Westfield

WF Rescue Squad
EMTs Impressive

After a recent need arose to utilize their
services, I was very impressed with the
highly-qualified, efficient and quick re-
sponse of the emergency medical techni-
cians of the Westfield Rescue Squad.

As a longtime resident and contributor
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, I plan to
double my usual contribution in appre-
ciation of their outstanding efforts. I en-
courage everyone to join me in support-
ing their worthy cause.

It’s very reassuring to know these reli-
able professionals are there when we need
them most.

Donald Finter
Westfield

Town Should Provide
Student Parking

I read in The Westfield Leader that the
mayor and town council are looking for
“shovel-ready” projects that could be used
for federal stimulus funds for which the
town is applying.

How about applying for federal funds
to build student parking spots and a circu-
lar driveway on Westfield High School
(WHS) grounds to provide some safe
student parking and get cars off the street.

I think that there are a lot of people that
live around WHS that own shovels and
are ready to help.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Cost of WF Redistricting, Over $2.8
Mil; Alternative: Status Quo, Cost, 0
On behalf of fellow taxpayers, I hereby

submit a Taxpayers White Paper on Re-
districting, including excel spreadsheets
to make this user-friendly for the general
public and to correct errors made by the
board of education in its enrollment
spreadsheet.

Despite claims by the board of educa-
tion and superintendent to the contrary,
we estimate the cost of this plan to be as
much as $2.8 million or more. The alter-
native, maintaining the status quo, we
estimate will cost zero and will maintain
reasonable class sizes at both Roosevelt
(27) and Edison (25) on average over the
next five years.

This Taxpayer’s Position Paper shows
that the now-approved intermediate

school-redistricting proposal will merely
shift the increase in class sizes to Edison
from Roosevelt over the next five years.

On average, Edison will go from 24 to
27 per class and Roosevelt from 27 to 24.

Significantly, Edison will have class
sizes of 31 and 29 at Edison in years 3 and
5 of the plan due to a surge in incoming
sixth grade students from McKinley,
Tamaques and Jefferson in those years
coupled with the redistricted students from
Washington, unless the board hires a new
five-teacher “team” for each of these years
at a cost of approximately $1 million per
team. Busing costs of over $250,000 will
also be incurred due to this plan.

Will the board have the money to hire
those teams? Where will the money come
from for previously unnecessary busing?
Given the huge cost involved, and the gap
in state aid facing the Westfield School
District ($3.5 million this year alone), as
well as expected deficits going forward
there was no redistricting; it’s unlikely
the board would hire new teachers with
class sizes of 28 (year 3) and 26 (year 5)
at Edison.

Based on current elementary school
enrollment numbers, Roosevelt, unlike
Edison, does not have a surge of students
coming in future years. We are quite
surprised that the board did not consider
this more seriously prior to approving the
redistricting plan.

In fact, neither the board nor the superin-
tendent has put forth any information on the
cost of their redistricting plan, and we chal-
lenge the board to respond to this Taxpayer’s
White Paper with hard financial informa-
tion on the full cost of this plan.

Given the dire fiscal situation, the tax-
payers have the right to know as they
consider the upcoming vote on the school
budget.

Lee Stoller
Westfield

Christie Supports
Manufacturing Ind.

As a small-business owner who relies
on the manufacturing industry, I know
how important this industry is for the
residents of Union County.

Chris (Christie) understands that manu-
facturing companies provide jobs for New
Jersey’s skilled workforce, in addition to
first-time jobs entrants. Chris has also
made a commitment to nurture and ex-
pand the manufacturing industry, in addi-
tion to our state’s key industries.

The common-sense approach to ex-
panding our manufacturing workforce and
get New Jersey working again is why I
support Chris for Governor.

John DeRosa
Kenilworth

Thank You Junior
Women’s Club of WF
Liam’s Room would like to thank the

Junior Women’s Club of Westfield for
choosing us as the recipient of the Casino
Gala and Auction held at Shackamaxon
on March 7. The event was spectacular.
We would also like to thank all of the
sponsors, donors and attendees. It contin-
ues to amaze us how supportive the com-
munity has been to our cause. We are so
proud to announce that the first Liam’s
Room at Overlook Hospital is scheduled
to open in May 2009. This is due in large
part to the wonderful philanthropy of the
Junior Women’s Club.

Peter and Lisa McNamara
Liam’s Room, Westfield
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Budgets Are Hard to Decipher;
Reports Should be Open and Clear
Every year, this newspaper reports on spending

plans for Union County and municipal governments,
as well as local school boards. It has become harder
and harder to decipher the budget numbers.

For instance, a Mountainside school official told
us the school budget for 2009-2010 is $14.5 million;
yet last year, the budget was $15.8 million under the
line item “total revenue/ sources.” Did Mountainside
see an almost $2 million reduction in spending?

When we report on a budget, we report on the total
spending, not just the current year projections. The
amount of debt service must be included. The bor-
ough has used $7 million in dissolution funds through
the breakup of the Union County Regional High
School District. Those funds have now been used up
and thus cannot offset tax increases starting with this
year’s budget. The district says taxes will increase
$156 for a home assessed at $163,000 this year due
to the loss of dissolution funds.

Other towns, i.e., Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, are easier to review. Their school district’s
total budgets are $90 and $80 million, respectively.
These numbers include payments for outstanding

bonded debt for capital improvements.
Mountainside has calculated in revenue generated

from the breakup of the Union County Regional
High School District. But, looking at their presenta-
tions, available online, the district simply has not
been clear on the total amount, including debt, it
faces.

On the municipal side, the Town of Westfield no
longer “sunshines” its budget meetings and is not as
open as it has been prior to the introduction of the
budget. We previously knew these numbers in Janu-
ary.

The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
holds public hearings but, other than pretty much
signing on to the recommendations of the county
manager, does little but to chop capital budget re-
quests. We believe the real chopping occurs behind
closed doors, not in public.

In the future, we encourage all school districts, the
county and towns to keep it simple and stop trying to
dance around the numbers – just say it like it is. After
all, isn’t candor the best policy? Now, if only Trenton
and Washington, D.C., would do the same.

One Percent of Middle Schoolers Are Bearing
The Burden to the Townwide School Problem

I have written to the paper a few times
on the subject of redistricting and had told
myself that I would stay mum now. How-
ever, I feel compelled to respond to Chris-
tine Mason’s letter of March 5. Ms. Ma-
son is clearly not informed about the new
plan to redistrict a small part of Washing-
ton School from Roosevelt to Edison. She
writes, “The most logical students to move
are those who are driven or bused to
school on a daily basis.”

Really? Well, that is one way to go
about it, although that is not what the
BOE voted to do. The board did not
redistrict only the children who are bused
to Roosevelt each day, not even close. In
fact, the children from Washington School
who are more than two miles from
Roosevelt have not had a bus to Roosevelt
for two years! We believe that this is
contrary to the state law, which requires
that children who live two miles from
their middle school of attendance be bused
there. In contrast, the children from Wil-
son School who are more than two miles
from Roosevelt are still provided busing
each day. However, they are not being
redistricted. The BOE did vote on a new
transportation policy, which takes their
bus away, and a bus is now only provided
to them if they choose to voluntarily go to
Edison. At least they have a choice, al-
though we believe that this too is contrary
to state law, as Edison is not their middle
school of attendance. (It would be if they
too were mandatorily redistricted, but
board member Beth Cassie said at the
February 24 meeting that there were only
a few of them, which would make it
socially difficult for them. Yet, we are

told that we overstate the social impact on
the “Washington 21.”)

Our street is part of the new attendance
zone, a zone which zigs and zags when-
ever the superintendent needs to add a
child or two. The superintendent carved
out specific streets to get to a number of
21 students this year with little continu-
ity. Some streets are split down the middle,
with one side being redistricted and one
side not.

Incidentally, in some years, the num-
ber of students in this magic zone, when
combined with Edison students, causes
the Edison class sizes to exceed 30 stu-
dents per class, according to our calcula-
tions. How is that for overcrowding? The
BOE admits that it has not figured out
what to do in this year yet. According to
Dr. Dolan, they have a committee to study
options, which is just now beginning to
meet. Yet, they have had their final vote
in favor of the new attendance zone, some-
how knowing in advance of those meet-
ings that it is right to redistrict.

My children are being redistricted even
though we do not live more than two
miles from Roosevelt. Children in our
neighborhood can and do walk to
Roosevelt. However, we do live more
than two miles from Edison and will be
given a bus there. So, Ms. Mason writes,
“I asked the BOE to redistrict the middle
schools and avoid unnecessary tax in-
creases to Westfield’s homeowners.” Too
late. Ms. Mason should know that Super-
intendent Dolan’s plan already raised her
property taxes. The district will have to
provide busing for my children and many
others to Edison when they did not qualify

for busing to Roosevelt.
It is a common misconception that the

children who are bused to Roosevelt would
now be bused to Edison. That is not the
plan that the superintendent put forth.
This plan selects some specific streets in
only the Washington School area (even
though there are other children who live
more than two miles from Roosevelt) as
the BOE decided that the “numbers
worked” and so those children should be
redistricted.

The misinformation about this plan is
one of the most frustrating parts of this
process for an affected parent.

We are being demonized as parents
who do not want our children to attend
Edison because it is on the south side of
town. That couldn’t be farther from the
truth, as those few unaffected families
who attended the BOE meetings or
watched them on TV 36 know – that was
never mentioned in the many hours of
comments by parents. We know that
Edison and Roosevelt are both excellent
schools. However, there are logistical is-
sues that put the affected children at an
unfair disadvantage to their peers that
cannot be ignored.

Requiring a small group of 11-year-old
children to separate from their friends and
ride a bus for 80 minutes per day (which
is longer than most adults’ commute time)
does not provide them with an equal edu-
cational experience. It makes less than 1
percent of middle-schoolers bear the bur-
den to solve a town-wide, generation-old
problem. This is what we object to.

Maria Constantinou
Westfield
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