
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 12, 2009 Page 3

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

42¢

2008-2009 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    29th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the fourth concert of its 29th Season on

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2009
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
MIHAE LEE, WILLIAM PURVIS, horn

ALL BRAHMS PROGRAM
Sonata No. 1 in E Minor for Cello & Piano
Sonata No. 1 in G Major for Violin & Piano
Trio in E flat Major for Violin, Horn & Piano

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

Valley Furniture Shop

PUT YOUR MONEY 
IN YOUR MATTRESS

SAVE 35%-50%
PLUS UP TO A $200 INSTANT CASH REBATE*

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop
sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009.
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate
on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. 

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort
and quality, making it an

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$3510
$4210
$4980
$6680

$2099
$2499
$2899
$3899

$2049
$2424
$2799
$3699

Savoy
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$1180
$1430
$3120
$4490

$659
$799
$1699
$2499

$646.50
$774
$1624
$2399

Jade
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$590
$750
$1670
$2590

$319
$409
$899
$1399

Crystal
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$440
$590
$1300
$2080

$239
$319
$699
$1149

Bancroft
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.

$300
$450

$149
$249

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

County Looks to Host
Food Waste Forum

ELIZABETH – Union County super-
markets, institutions, restaurants and
schools hope to save money by recycling
food waste. The county is sponsoring a
free Food Waste Forum on Monday,
March 16, from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
Kean University. Pre-registration is re-
quired. See ucnj.org/greenconnect.

The forum is sponsored by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the Rutgers Solid
Waste Resource Renewal Group. The
agenda will cover how to set up a food
waste collection program and how food
waste can be made into organic fertilizer.
Presenters will be from local recycling,
hauling and composting businesses.

The benefits of food waste recycling
include easing disposal costs, cutting
greenhouse gasses, reducing toxic chemi-
cals used in conventional fertilizers, and
developing an eco-friendly profile that
attracts customers and clients.

A local food waste recycling company
in Woodbridge has begun processing food
waste into organic fertilizer. Union County
recently completed a food waste audit,
and will field-test the organic fertilizer on
county parkland.

Surrogate’s Office
Needs Volunteers

ELIZABETH — The Sr. Corps of
Union County seeks volunteers ages 55
and over to donate about four hours a
month aiding the Office of the Surrogate
of Union County as a court visitor.

Court visitors call on wards in the com-
munity and their guardians, ensuring that
the wards are receiving proper care and
that their quality of life is being pro-
moted. Most of the guardianships in Union
County are for Alzheimer patients, those
who are in the lower age range are usually
developmentally disabled, officials said.

There is a short training period at the
Union County Courthouse, after which
the court visitor would make about two
visits a month, usually to a nursing home,
and then the volunteer would fill out
paperwork after the visit and mail it in to
the Surrogate’s office. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 354-3040, extension 369
and say you want to be a court visitor.

Freeholders to Dump AIG,
OK Ballot Printing Contracts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders have
set contracts for the printing and mail-
ing of ballots for the 2009 school
board primary and general elections
and to replace financially troubled
AIG with another insurance carrier.

Full Service Mailers of Garfield is
set to receive a $50,570 contract to
mail the ballots, while Royal Printing
Service of West New York will re-
ceive a $498,190 contract to print the
ballots. Absentee and provisional
ballots will be printed by B&B Press,
Inc. of Somerville for $126,400.

Upon questioning at last Thursday’s
agenda meeting by Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, Union
County Engineer Thomas Mineo said
a contract to Tiffany Electric, Inc. of
Fairfield for $354,863 is set to re-
place that of AIG as one of the county’s
insurance carriers in response to AIG’s
sinking financial situation. AIG re-
ceived $150 billion in loans from the
federal government and is set to re-
ceive another $30 billion in assis-
tance.

The freeholders will vote tonight to
appoint Everest National Insurance
Company at up to $727,630 for a one-
year contract through March 1, 2010.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to increase the contract with
Star of the Sea Concrete Corporation
of Old Bridge by $382,311 to $4.1
million for the 2008 resurfacing
project. A contract to Schifano Con-
struction Corporation of Middlesex
will be decreased by $358,233 to
$3.1 million for the 2007 milling,
resurfacing, and handicap ramp.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be
two $80,000 contracts between the
county and the Union County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. The
first is to “provide procurement train-
ing/technical assistance to private
businesses within Union County and

associated general assistance devel-
opment services to the county.” Both
contracts are retroactive to January 1,
and are for one year. The second is for
“general economic development ser-
vices within Union County.”

In other business, representatives
of the local Red Cross chapters that
cover Union County gave a presenta-
tion to the board.

Nathan Rudy, executive director
of the Tri-County Red Cross, which
represents 15 Union County towns
including Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood and Cranford, said Red
Cross chapters respond each year to
an average of 150 local disasters,
while finding shelter for another
400 families displaced from their
homes.

The chapters, Colonial Crossroads
of Madison, Tri-County in Elizabeth
and Plainfield, and Westfield/
Mountainside, also offer help for
families for confirmation of family
emergencies such as birth, death,
etc. in their families. Mr. Rudy said
the Red Cross assists some 50 fami-
lies annually with soldiers serving
overseas.

The agency also trains volunteers
to operate emergency shelters as well
as in CPR. He said it has volunteers
who respond to fires, floods and other
emergencies.

At the end of the presentation, Free-
holder Chairman Al Mirabella pre-
sented a check for $56,700 to the Tri-
County Red Cross in recognition of
Red Cross Month in March.

“I hope you do some great things
with it,” Mr. Mirabella said.

As we near the end of a long, cold
winter, it’s time to look forward to the
celebrations that come with the
warmer season. Easter and Passover
gatherings, spring break, senior prom,
and graduation parties are just a few
that come to mind.

Among all the festivities, this is
also a season in which many parents
are on the alert for underage drinking
and other substance abuse. In this
regard, a recent survey of Union
County students in grades 6-12 pro-
vides some eye-opening guidance.

The students generally reported a
lax attitude toward alcohol and ciga-
rettes, as well as over-the-counter,
prescription, or illegal drugs. This
should be no surprise. By sixth grade,
our young people have already been
exposed to drinking or smoking in
many public places and in private
homes including their own. They have
also seen cigarettes, drinks and drugs
in thousands of advertisements, in
neighborhood drugstores, corner
stores, and supermarkets, and in the
cabinets and drawers of their own
homes.

Unfortunately, there is a very per-
missive culture when it comes to buy-
ing and using substances that bring
about an altered state of conscious-
ness – and our kids know it.

And yet, the survey also revealed
something very encouraging. In the
face of mixed signals from the world
at large, students look toward home
for guidance. When parents strongly

disapproved of substance abuse, stu-
dents reported that they were less
likely to experiment at a younger age,
and less likely to turn an experiment
into a habit.

That is why an open door is so
important. As parents, we need to be
clear about our expectations. But we
also need to be available to our chil-
dren, listen to them, and learn more
about the problems and the pressures
they are dealing with.

If your family needs an extra hand
to open the lines of communication,
help is available. Union County Pre-
vention Links, which commissioned
the student survey, has partnered with
United Way of Greater Union County
to establish free family education and
support services.

You can find out about the Preven-
tion Links Family Success Centers
and others throughout Union County
by calling the Roselle Family Suc-
cess Center at (908) 445-8043, or
visiting preventionlinks.org.

Cigarettes, alcohol and drugs of all
types are part of our world, and that
we can’t deny. What we can do is
reach out, communicate, and be there
to help our children mark the path
between responsibility and abuse.

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

An Open Door Helps Kids
Avoid Alcohol and Drugs

13th St. Pat’s Day
Parade This Saturday
UNION — The 13th annual Union

County St. Patrick’s Day Parade will
step off this Saturday, March 14, at 1
p.m. with thousands of marchers and
spectators gathering along Morris
Avenue. Grand Marshal, Joseph
Dugett of Berkeley Heights, will lead
the march of bagpipe and school
bands, police and firefighters, veter-
ans, floats, guests from Ireland and
many more organizations.

The festivities kick off at noon at
the reviewing stand at the corner of
Morris and Stuyvesant Avenues in
Union Center with a Irish welcome
from parade officials, traditional Irish
music and Irish step-dancing. The
one-mile parade will begin at Com-
merce Street and Morris Avenue, pro-
ceeding east on Morris Avenue to
Union Center and south onto
Stuyvesant Avenue, ending at
Roosevelt Avenue.

The parade will feature a Kid Zone
with inflatable rides, entertainers and
activities for the whole family lo-
cated on Stuyvesant and Morris Av-
enues. For more information, visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Union County Day Set
For New Providence

NEW PROVIDENCE – The first
of four mobile Union County Free-
holder Board meetings scheduled for
2009 will be held in New Providence
on Wednesday, March 25. The meet-
ing caps a day of county-sponsored
events in the borough, which will be
open to all county residents.

The schedule is as follows:
11 a.m., Senior Center, 15 East 4th

Street, Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte speaks to the New Provi-
dence Senior Citizen Club on wills
and related issues. Following this pre-
sentation, the Sheriff’s office will
explain the Union County Senior ID
Card program and distribute applica-
tion forms.

Noon to 5 p.m., New Providence
Community Pool, 1378 Springfield
Avenue, Child safety seats inspected
by personnel from the Union County
Division of Public Safety.

Noon to 5 p.m., New Providence
Municipal Hall, 360 Elkwood Av-
enue, Council Chambers, Union
County Clerk’s Passport Services.

7 p.m., New Providence Municipal
Hall, 360 Elkwood Avenue, Council
Chambers,

7 p.m., Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders regular meeting.

For more information, visit ucnj.org
or newprov.org, or call the Union
County Freeholder Board at (908)
527-4100.

Cohen Arraigned on Child
Pornography Charges

Former Democratic State Assembly-
man Neil Cohen was arraigned in Mer-
cer County Superior Court on Tuesday
where he pleaded not guilty to charges
of official misconduct and possessing
and distributing child pornography.

Cohen resigned after the allega-
tions surfaced in July and he checked
himself into a psychiatric hospital.
He has not spoken publicly about the
allegations. He was indicted by a
grand jury in December. He served
17 years in the Assembly and is a
former Union County Freeholder.

Corzine Looks to Cut 7,000
Unless Furloughs Are OK’d

Governor Jon Corzine is threatening
to layoff 5,000 to 7,000 workers unless
state worker unions agree to a wage
freeze and 12 days of unpaid furloughs,
The Star-Ledger reported. The fur-
loughs would save $400 million.
Hoboken Residents Rally Against

City’s Soaring Property Taxes
Two Hoboken groups led a rally

against a 47-percent property tax in-
crease, on March 4, on the steps of
City Hall, The Jersey Journal reported.

Carrying signs, chanting and sym-
bolically tarring and feathering Mayor
David Roberts, the protesters de-
manded lower taxes.

“When I moved here four years
ago, my taxes were $7,200. This past
December they jumped to $12,000.
I’ll say it again: $12,000,” resident
Brian Wagner said. “That’s for a
1,000-square-foot one-bedroom.”

Group Charges ‘Excessive
Partying’ At The White House
The Washington, D.C.-based Free-

dom Watch has begun an investiga-
tion of what it deems “excessive par-

tying” at The White House by the
Obama Administration with the likes
of Stevie Wonder and other high-
priced entertainment stars.

Larry Klayman, founder, chairman
and general counsel of Freedom
Watch, issued the following state-
ment: “This party atmosphere sends
the wrong message to the American
people. As the Obama-Clinton crowd
party on, the American people are
suffering greatly.”

Assemblyman Rooney Won’t
Seek Re-election After 26 Years
Bergen County Republican State

Assemblyman John Rooney (LD-30,
Emerson), who has served 26 years in
State Legislature, will not seek re-
election, according to The Record.

Mr. Rooney, 70, wrote a letter to
Republicans saying he is in excellent
health, but had to consider a hip re-
placement surgery.

Father of Megan Kanka
Running for School Board

Richard Kanka, who along with his
wife, Maureen, were the names behind
Megan’s Law that requires community
notification about sex offenders, is run-
ning as one of eight candidates for three
seats on the Hamilton Township Board
of Education, according to The Times of
Trenton. Their 7-year-old daughter,
Megan, was kidnapped, raped and
murdered by a neighbor.

Morristown Moves to
Have Officers Deputized

Morristown Mayor Donald
Cresitello has signed an agreement
with the Department of Homeland
Security to deputize the town’s police
officers as immigration agents, ac-
cording to The Record. His proposal
two years ago led to protests by im-
migration advocacy groups.


