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Westfield Police Sets DWI
Checkpoint for March 14

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Police
Department will conduct a DWI (Driv-
ing While Intoxicated) checkpoint on
Saturday, March 14, 2009 between the
hours of 9 p.m. and 4 a.m. The DWI
checkpoint will be established at one or
more of the following locations: North
Avenue,  South Avenue, Central Av-
enue, Springfield Avenue, and East
Broad Street.

Officers working the DWI Checkpoint

are specifically trained in detecting and
apprehending drunk drivers. The
Westfield Police Department is commit-
ted to using all enforcement efforts to
reduce the rate of alcohol related acci-
dents and fatalities through the detection
and removal of impaired drivers from the
public roadways. For more information,
contact Captain David Wayman by email
at dwayman@wpdnj.org or phone (908)
789-6070.

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
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Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.
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Cranford Cell Tower Ruling
Appealed by Omnipoint
CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – David Weeks, the
attorney for the Cranford zoning board
of adjustment, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times he filed a response
recently denying the allegations in
the recent appeal of plaintiff
Omnipoint Communications, Inc.,
which was denied their joint applica-
tion under the name New York SMSA
Limited Partnership, also formed with
Verizon Wireless, New Cingular PCS,
and Sprint Spectrum (which pulled
out mid-way through the hearings),
to build a 120-foot monopole on the
border of Cranford and Westfield to
close the gap in cell phone coverage
in the area.

In December, the board had denied
the application to build the tower
after hearing cases made by both the
applicant and those opposed of the
monopole that went on for over a
year.

Omnipoint appealed that the
board’s decision to deny the applica-
tion was “arbitrary, capricious, un-
reasonable and otherwise without
basis in law or fact...”

The complaint noted that “there

was no competent expert testimony
or other evidence disputing any of
Plaintiff’s testimony or evidence, only
net opinions unsupported by any fac-
tual analysis or study.”

It said the Cranford Swim Club
property situated in a residential zone
was the “only available site” to erect
the tower and was the “least intru-
sive.”

Mr. Weeks called it “a standard,
routine appeal.”

He has not received a court date
from the Union County State Supe-
rior Court, but surmised that the court
would hear the case in six to nine
months.

Postal Inspector Investigates
Fire at Westfield Post Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A Saturday morning
fire at the Westfield Post Office on Cen-
tral Avenue disrupted mail deliveries for
two hours, according to Westfield Fire
Deputy Chief Ken Dannevig. Firefighters
responded to the 7:30 a.m. fire and deter-
mined that it was isolated to a small
section of the basement. A plastic gar-
bage container and a portable mail cart
were damaged. He said smoke filled the
building, which was ventilated before
being opened.

“There was no damage done (to the
building),” Deputy Chief Dannevig said,
adding that the fire was in an area not used
for postal operations. He said no mail was
destroyed.

Since the fire involved a federal build-
ing, the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF),

the Postal Inspector’s office in Newark,
the New Jersey Division of Fire Services,
and the Union County Arson Task Force
were called to the scene and interviewed
postal employees, Mr. Dannevig said.

Ed Steed, public information officer
with the United States Postal Inspector’s
Office, said the fire consumed an area of
only five feet. He called the fire “negli-
gible.”

“We believe it was an accident,” he
said, adding that inspectors are reviewing
evidence “to see if we can determine a
cause.” He said it has not been deter-
mined if an employee’s cigarette caused
the fire. “They (postal workers) are abso-
lutely not permitted to smoke in the build-
ing.”

The results of the postal inspection
would likely be released to the Westfield
Postmaster, who would be responsible
for disciplinary action if warranted.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, March 3, a business estab-
lishment on the 400 block of West South
Avenue sustained damage through crimi-
nal mischief. An individual, described as
a white male in his 50s, caused a glass
window to shatter by continuously bang-
ing on it with an umbrella. The suspect
then fled the scene. The damage amount
was unknown.

Wednesday, March 4, Robert Christ-
mas, 61, of Elizabeth was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
West Broad Street on outstanding traffic
warrants from Rahway, for $800,
Cranford, for $700, and Fanwood, for
$1,000. He was released after posting
bail.

Wednesday, March 4, the manager of
a business located on the 300 block of
East South Avenue reported an apparent
theft of services. An Edison resident is
alleged to have rented two different mo-
tor vehicles in December 2008, and re-
turned same after hours without subse-
quently making any rental payments.
The value of the alleged theft of services
is $2,094.37.

Wednesday, March 4, Kenneth E.
Middleton, 30, of Plainfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on a
Fanwood traffic warrant for $500. He
was processed and turned over to the
Fanwood Police Department.

Thursday, March 5, Jovan N. Clark,
20, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Westfield crimi-
nal warrant. Clark was processed and
released after posting $500 bail.

Friday, March 6, Alyssa Porchetta, 19,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting $140
bail.

Friday, March 6, a 17-year-old male
from New Providence was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
Mountain Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and turned over to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 7, Ronald Powell,
53, of Plainfield was arrested at East
South Avenue and Cacciola Place after a
traffic stop, which occurred because the
front seat passenger in the vehicle was
not wearing his seatbelt.

Powell was charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly supplying
police with false identification. Further
investigation revealed that Powell’s
driver’s license was suspended and that
there were five outstanding warrants for
his arrest. They included four traffic war-
rants from South Plainfield, totaling
$1,988, and a South Bound Brook traffic
warrant for $380.

Powell was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed. Bail on the hindering apprehen-
sion charge was set at $250. He posted
total bail of $2,618 and was issued a
summons for operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license. The front seat
passenger was issued a summons for a
seatbelt violation.

Diane Ramey, 43, of Plainfield, an-
other passenger in the vehicle, also was
arrested on an outstanding Irvington
criminal warrant in the amount of $630.
She was transported to Westfield police
headquarters and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, March 8, an anonymous male
entered Westfield police headquarters
and turned in a pill bottle he had found in
Mindowaskin Park. The bottle contained
28 unmarked white pills and the exterior
label appeared to be written in a foreign
language, possibly Eastern European or
Russian. The item was secured in the
Westfield Police Department property
locker.

Sunday, March 8, Sean Walker, 33, of
Bound Brook was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after a
motor vehicle stop at Washington Street
and Central Avenue. Further investiga-
tion revealed an outstanding South Or-
ange criminal warrant for him in the

amount of $500. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance to
a responsible adult.

Sunday, March 8, a resident of the 500
block of Downer Street reported the theft
and unauthorized use of multiple credit
cards. The victim believes the credit cards
were stolen from her home sometime
between March 4 and 5. At the time of
the report, multiple unauthorized charges
had been made with the stolen credit
cards. The case currently is under inves-
tigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau.

Mountainside
Wednesday, March 5, Tisha M. Roach,

37, of New Brunswick was arrested and
charged with driving while on the sus-
pended list and for two outstanding war-
rants, for $205 out of Linden and $89 out
of Edison.

Friday, March 6, Rashanna R. Fort,
22, of East Orange was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). Fort was also charged with driv-
ing while on the suspended list, con-
sumption of an alcoholic beverage in a
vehicle and contempt of court. She was
initially stopped for driving with a bro-
ken driver’s side view mirror.

Friday, March 6, a Summit Lane resi-
dent reported that sometime over night
someone caused damage to the left rear
tail lens of her husband’s motor vehicle,
which was parked in the driveway. The
damage was estimated at $200.

Sunday, March 8, a Central Avenue
resident reported that someone dumped
an air conditioner near the end of his
driveway sometime between Thursday,
March 5, and 11 a.m. on Sunday, March
8. Police said there are no suspects at this
time.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 3, a Lamberts Mill

Road resident said someone damaged
her mailbox, which was valued at $75.

Tuesday, March 3, someone reported
that their motor vehicle was struck by
hit-and-run driver while legally parked
on Westfield Avenue, causing damage to
the rear of the vehicle. Police are inves-
tigating.

Thursday, March 5, Frank Penna, 43,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant. Penna was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Thursday, March 5, a resident of
Raritan Road said someone sent her a
letter requesting money to pay off a debt.
The victim said she then mailed a check
in exccess of thousands of dollars.

Sunday, March 8, Robert Campora,
28, of Woodbridge was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. Campora was trans-
ported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, March 8, a Highlander Drive
resident reported that someone entered
his house through the front door. Po-
lice said no items were reported miss-
ing after the house alarm was acti-
vated.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 4, Masa I. Free-

man, 53, of Plainfield was arrested at
Midway and Paul Street on an outstand-
ing Fanwood warrant after a field inves-
tigation. He was processed, posted bail
and released.

Thursday, March 5, Desmond T. Dou-
glas, 28, of Perth Amboy was arrested on
an outstanding Union County warrant at
South Avenue and Second Street after a
motor vehicle stop.

Thursday, March 5, Kimba A. Hall,
31, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Bellville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
South Avenue. She was processed, posted
bail and released.

Thursday, March 5, Tracy A. Getchis,
27, of Branchburg was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant after a field
investigation. She posted bail and was
released.

Tuesday, March 10, Andrew S.
Gartenlaub, 42, of Maplewood was ar-
rested on an outstanding Union County
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
posted bail and was released.

For more than 150 years, people have
been able to rely on Northwestern Mu-
tual to provide them with access to a
wide variety of products and services.
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Now Hiring –
Financial Representatives

For Future 
Westfield Office

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY 100...The Ladies Auxiliary of the Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside celebrate the Auxiliary’s 100th anniversary last Sunday afternoon
at 16 Prospect Bistro in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Vernon and Dale
Barback, Gail Sloan, Janet Jackson and Sally Brown. Ms. Barback is president
of the Summit Twig. Ms. Jackcon and Ms. Brown are past presidents of the
Auxiliary and Ms. Sloan is the current president.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOT MAIL...Firefighters look for the source of the smoke coming from the roof
of the Westfield Post Office last Saturday morning. The cause was located in the
basement and extinguished.

man of the borough’s Historic Preser-
vation Commission, which this year
marks its 20th anniversary.

Mr. Celardo said the commission
has prepared a report for the mayor
and council to highlight past and
present initiatives.

Mr. Celardo pointed to the desig-
nation of the Fanwood Park Historic
District, which includes the borough’s
landmark train station, carriage house,
and Fanwood’s original train station
on Midway Avenue.

“This committee intends to be a
forceful advocate for historic preser-
vation,” said Mr. Celardo.

He also noted the establishment of
Fanwood’s museum in the commu-
nity center, design guidelines for re-
storing historic homes, surveys of
historic sites, and promotion of his-
toric preservation, among other
things.

“Establishment of the museum is
one of the highlights of my being
mayor,” said Mayor Mahr.

Mr. Celardo said the museum is
currently organizing its entire collec-
tion and has just developed a website,
at fanwoodmuseum.org, to provide
more information. “We have a very
talented and very dedicated group of
volunteers,” he added.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

announced that her next “Coffee with
the Mayor” would take place at the
library on Saturday, March 21, from
9 a.m. to noon.

At the start of the meeting, six
members of Girl Scout Troop 618 led
the council in the salute to the flag.
After being presented by the troop
with several boxes of Girl Scout cook-
ies, Mayor Malool issued a procla-
mation declaring the week of March
8 to 14 as Girl Scout Week.

The mayor also proclaimed March
11 as Ashley Fairfield Day in Scotch
Plains. Miss Fairfield, who currently
serves as Miss New Jersey, attended
the meeting with former mayor Rob-
ert Johnston and his wife, Sally, who
has served as an official traveling
companion for Miss New Jersey hon-
orees for many years.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion endorsing “NEA’s Read Across
America” program that celebrates the
105th birthday of Dr. Suess earlier
this month and promotes reading and
adult involvement in the education of
students.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

rates.
Mr. Sharp said the hospital also

wants to increase the occupancy rate
in the long-term wing by 3 percent to
97 percent, or 12 percent above the
state average. He projects that this
would generate another $750,000 in
revenue. He said Runnells would
emphasize customer service this year
“from the highest levels of manage-
ment to the rank and file.”

According to a report by the De-
partment of Administrative Services,
the county spent $280,000 for out-
side professional services such as for
consultants, and $378,431 for out-
side attorneys, in addition to the
county counsel’s office, which em-
ploys nine lawyers and 16 staffers at
a 2009 projected budget of $1.7 mil-
lion. The county spends another $49.1
million on insurance policies with a
dozen firms.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County

sions, with Mr. Anderson noting early
on that Mr. Cognetti had been in-
formed in 2004 by township zoning
officer, Robert LaCosta, of a deed
restriction prohibiting the use of the
garage as a residential area, and not
to be used for sleeping or cooking.
Board member Chris Abeel said the
application did not fall “within the
spirit of why we approve TOPs,” and
felt the proposed use of the garage
would be “too intense” for the neigh-
borhood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Zoning

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRIM INVESTIGATION...Westfield Police Officer Eric Loffredo drives his
vehicle down the train tracks Wednesday morning from the Rahway Avenue
crossing to investigate reports of a pedestrian fatality. Ultimately, the Scotch
Plains Police Department took over the investigation, which is ongoing, as the end
of the accident site was in Scotch Plains. Authorities confirmed that one person
had been killed. See report on front page.

FW, SP Mayors Form Joint
Shared Services Study Panel

AREA – Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
jointly announced that their two munici-
palities’ governing bodies would create a
new joint committee to conduct a full
study of all possible shared services be-
tween their two neighboring towns.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood have en-
joyed a cooperative relationship for many
years, including receiving numerous joint
grants, and establishing new joint pro-
grams. In recent years, these included
services such as library, recreation and
public works.

The two mayors met with state repre-
sentatives who said another state grant
would be made available to pay expenses
related to a more formal, thorough and in-
depth study of all opportunities related to
any new or enhanced shared services.

The members of this new study com-
mittee will be appointed at each town’s
next regular council meeting. Each mu-
nicipality will have four representatives
comprised of any combination of elected
officials and municipal management em-
ployees. The study committee’s first meet-
ing will be held later this month and the
final report is expected to be completed
by the end of this year.

“In these difficult economic times, we
need to look at all cost-saving measures.
This study will thoroughly evaluate all of
the services provided by both towns and
determine how we can continue to best
serve our residents while lessening the
tax burden,” Mayor Malool said. “Al-
though the 2009 budget will not be able to
be impacted by the results of this study, I
am hopeful that we will realize signifi-
cant savings in 2010.”

Mayor Mahr said, “After many years
of excellent cooperation between our two
towns, we want to assure our residents
and taxpayers that we are reviewing all
opportunities to reduce costs and save
taxpayers some of their hard-earned tax
dollars, and still maintain the same small
town identity we have all come to enjoy
and love. This new study committee ac-
complishes all of this.”

The mayors welcomed and encour-
aged any comments or input from their
towns’ citizens and suggested they attend
the next council meeting and/or the pub-
lic hearings of the new Shared Services
Study Committee. The new committee
will hold at least two public meetings/
hearings, one in each town, before the
final report is issued.

Home Values Have Dropped;
Shouldn’t Your Property Taxes?

Is a property tax appeal right
for you? In the last three years,
home values in Scotch Plains have
dropped on average by more than
20 percent. As the real estate mar-
ket is depreciating, your property
taxes, which are based on the mar-
ket value of your home, are in-
creasing.

As a taxpayer, if you think that
you are paying more than your
fair share of taxes, you have the
right to appeal your property tax
assessment. A taxpayer consider-
ing an appeal should understand
that he/she must prove that his/
her assessed value is unreason-
able compared to a market value
standard. With a successful tax
appeal, your lowered taxes will be
locked for the next three years,
which could be a considerable
amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in ap-
pealing your taxes is to present
your claim through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowl-
edge. Evan Siegel of American
Realty Appraisals has been per-
forming property valuation and

appraisals since 2001. Living lo-
cally, Mr. Siegel is familiar with
Scotch Plains and the surround-
ing communities.

James M. Foerst, Esq. is the
principal of Spector Foerst and
Associates and has been assisting
families with real estate and tax
issues for a decade in our local
community. Mr. Foerst brings with
him his experience with local gov-
ernment and the municipal bud-
get and taxation process.

Save money in this economy.
Make the sale of your home more
attractive. Reduce the long-term
expenses associated with your
home. All with lowered taxes. Tax
appeals must be filed by April 1st.
For more information about tax
appeals, visit
www.arappraisals.net. Get started
with a free consultation and low
cost review and analysis by calling
Evan Siegel at 732-598-9811 and/
or James M. Foerst at (908) 322-
4886.
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