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Zoning BD. Turns Down Use
Of Garage As Living Qts.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week unani-
mously turned down an application
from a homeowner seeking tempo-
rary permission to utilize space above
a detached garage as living quarters
for family members.

Marcus Cognetti of 2022 Arrow-
head Drive purchased his home in
2004, and told the board at its meet-
ing last Thursday that he had been
told at the time that the space above
the garage could be used as an apart-
ment. Subsequently, though, town-
ship zoning officials informed him
otherwise. Mr. Cognetti said he
wanted to allow his brother to live
above the garage for the next year and
was seeking a temporary operating
permit (TOP) to do so.

At the start of the hearing, board
members and Board Attorney Vincent
Loughlin discussed whether a TOP
application was appropriate in this
instance because, as Mr. Loughlin
put it, a TOP is “not intended to be a
substitute for a use variance.” He said
TOPs are typically used for activities
for a limited amount of time and are
often seasonal, such as allowing res-
taurants to place tables and chairs
outdoors during warm weather
months. Mr. Cognetti’s application,
Mr. Loughlin said, “is feeling more
permanent,” and might fall into the

category of a use variance.
After being given a chance to pro-

ceed with his application or return
with a use variance application, Mr.
Cognetti chose to go forth with his
TOP application, which was verbally
opposed by several of his neighbors.

Dick Archambault of Arrowhead
Drive, saying he spoke for “just about
everyone in the neighborhood,” at-
tempted to present the board with a
petition, but Board Vice-Chairman
Ken Anderson, presiding over the
hearing, said the board was not le-
gally allowed to accept petitions.

Mr. Archambault’s wife, Toni,
spoke in opposition, saying that town-
ship officials would have “no vehicle
to monitor and manage” whether Mr.
Cognetti was complying with terms
of a TOP. She added that approving
such an application would “set a pre-
cedent” for relatives in the future who
wanted to move into the garage apart-
ment.

Ruth Berger of Arrowhead Drive
said the garage itself, and a possible
apartment, is “not something that is
enhancing our property.”

Wendy Hertzberg of Dogwood
Drive said allowing someone to oc-
cupy the garage would mean a “slip-
pery slope” for what she called “a
one-family neighborhood.”

Board members were skeptical
from the beginning of their discus-

FANWOOD BIRDS…Over 90 children recently learned how to create a back-
yard bird habitat and how to identify birds at the Fanwood Nature Center. The
Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology sponsored the program.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING CONTACTS...Some 30 members of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association and the Fanwood
Business and Professional Association attended the groups’ first Networking Night of the year last Thursday at the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

County to Trim Engineering;
Runnells Hosp. Reported in Black

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders’ fiscal
affairs committee completed its hear-
ings on the proposed $449.3-million
budget, which would raise taxes $13.5
million.

Runnells Specialized Hospital re-
ported that it will run a profit for the
first time in a number of years, while
the engineering division prepares for
a restructuring that is expected to
shave one million dollars in salaries
off the payroll by the end of the year.

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said he “does not see any serious

stumbling blocks” that would cause,
as Freeholder Dan Sullivan described,
“radical” changes from the proposed
budget. Mr. Caroselli said a savings
on county resources could be seen if
all of the county’s 2,800 employees
received their paychecks through di-
rect deposit into their bank accounts.
He said, currently, 72 percent of the
workforce is paid this way with a goal
of increasing that number to 77 per-
cent.

The director said that in 2008 the
county was able to make up for a $5
million revenue shortfall “and actu-
ally came in with a positive operating
fund balance.”

Joseph Graziano, director of the
county’s engineering, public works
and facilities department, said job
slashing in the engineering division
would require the remaining employ-
ees in the division and in the depart-
ment as a whole to “scrutinize con-
sultants to make sure that they are
doing what they are being paid for.”
The engineering division is respon-
sible for oversight of projects, engi-
neers and project managers.

“A lot of other people are going to
have to step up to the plate. We are
going to have to do more with less
now,” Mr. Graziano said. “We just
have to pull a lot of resources out of
the current employees that we have.
They are just going to be working
harder.”

He recommended that a capital
oversight office be established “in
order to communicate with consult-
ants on current capital projects as
well as new projects” and that the
bureau of inspections report to the
engineering division instead of pub-
lic works.

Mr. Graziano said the layoffs would
mainly impact “inside staff,” saying
that the public works’ road crews
would not be cut.

County Manager George Devanney
said, however, that “without pension
deferrals” of $4 million from the state,
layoffs would likely be expanded to
include public works.

“The second round of layoffs are
ones we don’t want to have to see
through,” the county manager said.
Mr. Devanney has been developing a
plan to cut the proposed budget by $8
million in the event the State Legisla-
ture does not pass pension deferral
legislation. The budget, as currently

drafted, would increase spending over
last year by $12.5 million.

Runnells Specialized Hospital’s
Director, Joseph Sharp, presented a
proposed budget of $37.5 million, an
increase of $1.9 million over last year.
Expenditures will be offset by $42.1
million in revenue. Overtime costs
dropped $900,000 last year to $2.7
million, where they are expected to
come down about another $100,000
in 2009. According to his report, the
budget does not include $7.2 million
in items such as fringe benefits, utili-
ties, insurance and mortgage pay-
ments.

The hospital is looking to raise
another $8 million in revenue by add-
ing 20 beds in Runnells’ Cornerstone
psychiatric unit. Mr. Sharp said the
state, which would pay for the operat-
ing costs of the program, is reluctant
to add new facilities at this time.
Runnells closed its physical rehabili-
tation unit at the end of 2007 due to a
change in Medicare reimbursement

Courtesy of the Westfield Police Department
LUCKY MOTORIST...A 52-year-old woman was able to exit her vehicle before
it was struck by a Norfolk Southern freight train at the Rahway Avenue grade
crossing near Lamberts Mill Road on the Westfield/Clark border last Thursday
night. Police said the woman was caught in backed-up traffic when the safety gate
came down. See  story on this page.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOUT’S HONOR…Fanwood and Scotch Plains scouts lead the Pledge of
Allegiance at Tuesday night’s Fanwood council meeting. The governing body
presented proclamations commemorating Girl Scout Week and the Boy Scouts of
America, citing the many benefits of scouting activities in the community.

New Rev. in Cell Phone Deal;
Gov’s Address ‘Good News’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough has
found an additional source of income
after signing a deal with cellular pro-
vider Metro PCS to lease space on its
communications tower.

“This finally allows us to generate
some revenue for the borough…by
putting a cellular [telephone service
provider’s] antenna on our tower,”
said Mayor Colleen Mahr at the
borough’s Tuesday night meeting.

Under the contract, which follows
a previous deal that fell apart with
another provider, Metro PCS will pay
$31,000 per year to piggyback onto
the borough’s tower.

The mayor also said she was
“pleased to see” that the governor has
indicated a “less than 2 percent cut in
municipal aid.”

Mayor Mahr was among the elected
officials who attended Governor Jon
Corzine’s State of the State address
on Tuesday.

“That’s very good news,” said
Mayor Mahr, pointing to last year’s
“difficult” budget decisions.

“From a municipality’s point of
view, we were expecting very bleak
news [regarding state aid],” Mayor
Mahr said.

“As we’re heading into our [2009
municipal] budget
discussions…Fanwood is placed in a
very good position this year; of course,
we’ll stay tuned,” the mayor added.

Councilman Russell Huegel said,
“On balance, I think [the governor’s
budget] tries to do a good job in
returning the state back to basics [and]

responsibility.”
Also on a budget-related note,

Mayor Mahr announced the appoint-
ment of four residents to the borough’s
new Budget Advisory Commission.

Michael D’Antuono, Greg
Cummings, John Marquardt and
Rachel Romero will serve on the bud-
get panel that the mayor said would
help the governing body and “work
the budget process with us.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution to hire EcoScience
to do a “preliminary assessment” of
the borough-owned Livingston-
Wilbor property on South Avenue.

Mayor Mahr said the assessment,
at a cost not to exceed $3,500, “dove-
tails” with a previous site review that
revealed the presence of a “petro-
leum-like substance” at the location.

The mayor said the assessment is
required to comply with state regula-
tions for light industrial sites, like
this property, that are to be redevel-
oped for a different use.

During council comments, nearly
all members of the governing body
spoke briefly about the recent distri-
bution of “racist” flyers in certain
parts of the borough.

Mayor Mahr, citing “outrage and
personal indignation” said, “This is
being labeled as a hate incident and is
being investigated.”

“This mayor and council will not
sit silently on the sidelines when any
members of our community are tar-
geted,” the mayor said.

The council also heard a presenta-
tion by John Celardo, the new chair-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Hires Consultant to
Assist In Budget, Daily Operations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Three weeks
after the sudden resignation of Town-
ship Manager Michael Capabianco,
the township council this week ap-
proved a resolution hiring an outside
consultant to assist township officials
with this year’s budget and the day-
to-day municipal operations. Gregory
Fehrenbach, of Government Manage-
ment Advisors LLC in East
Brunswick, will function in an advi-
sory role to co-acting managers Rob-
ert LaCosta and Madeline Rutkowski,
who were named to their roles on
February 19, and also assist Chief

Financial Officer Lori Majeski, who
will take the lead role in preparing the
2009 township budget.

Mr. LaCosta, the township con-
struction official and zoning officer,
and Mrs. Rutkowski, who has long
served as the manager’s executive
assistant, “are in need of assistance
with respect to the day-to-day man-
agement of the township,” said Coun-
cilman Dominick Bratti at the
council’s regular meeting on Tues-
day. Last week, the council inter-
viewed three candidates for the con-
sulting position and agreed to pay Mr.
Fehrenbach up to $10,000, at a rate of
$120 per hour, for his services.

Councilman Kevin Glover voted
against the resolution this week, say-
ing that while he wasn’t opposed to
the hiring itself, Mr. Fehrenbach’s
hourly fee was “about 50 percent
higher” than the two other candi-
dates. “In a tough budget year, we
might have been more prudent.”

Mayor Nancy Malool told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times after
the meeting that she thought, “we
hired the most qualified person.”
Noting that “since we’re not currently
paying a municipal manager, the
money [to be paid to Mr. Fehrenbach]
will be well spent.”

In the meantime, while the budget
is being prepared, the council passed
a resolution amending the 2009 tem-
porary budget so that $4.7 million
can be appropriated, including
$750,000 for group health and other
insurance premiums as well as work-
ers compensation, $1.2 million for
the police department and $450,000
for road repairs and maintenance.

In other business, Mr. LaCosta told
the council that one bid had been
received for the last available cellular
telephone antenna spot on the com-
munications tower at the southside
firehouse. The bid is being reviewed,
he said, and it’s hoped the council
will be able to award the bid at its next
meeting on Tuesday, March 24.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
registration for all recreation depart-
ment programs could now be done
online at scotchplainsnj.com. Resi-
dents can create an account for them-
selves, he said, and pay any associ-
ated fees with a credit card. He also
noted that Scotch Hills Country Club
would open for the season this week-
end.

Mayor Malool said the library’s
annual book sale would be held later
this month, on March 19, 20 and 21.
A children’s sale is set for March 14
and 15 and a member’s-only preview
will be held on March 18. She also

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Car Struck by Train At
Rahway Ave. Crossing

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A 52-year-old
Freehold resident escaped injury last
Thursday night when her car was
struck by a Norfolk Southern freight
train at a grade crossing on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield at the Clark bor-
der.

According to Westfield Police Cap-
tain Clifford Auchter, the driver of
the vehicle, Michele Quinn, was
“caught in backed up traffic” when
the grade crossing gate came down.
He said she was able to exit the car
before the train collided with the ve-
hicle. Clark police were on the scene
when Westfield police arrived.

“The train struck the vehicle and
spun it sideways,” Captain Auchter

said. He said only a portion of the car
was over the tracks when the vehicle
was struck. The vehicle was towed
from the scene.

Captain Auchter said he did not
recall an accident of this nature hav-
ing occurred since the installation of
the gate. “It’s been a long time since
we had a vehicle struck there…maybe
decades,” he said.

A check of The Westfield Leader
archives reveals that a Conrail train
ran into a vehicle, driven by a 39-
year-old woman, on Sunday, July 2,
1989. In that incident, the car became
disabled and the driver had attempted
to push the car off the tracks. The
train pushed the car 62 feet off the
tracks. The driver did not sustain any
injuries.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP PD Confirm Fatality
On Conrail Track

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Township Police Chief Brian
Mahoney reported that there was a
fatality, Wednesday morning, on the
Conrail Train Line approximately 100
yards west of the service road at the
back of the Lamberts Mill Village
apartment complex on Spruce Mill
Lane.

At present, police said the victim is
an unidentified male who was walking
east on the tracks and was struck by an
eastbound freight train at approxi-
mately 9:06 a.m. The initial call came
after the train engineer notified his
dispatch. Conrail Police were also no-
tified, and a joint investigation into the
circumstances is ongoing.

Chief Mahoney said, “ The victim
was walking in the same direction as
the train...The initial investgation in-
dicates that he turned at the very last
moment and was struck. We believe
this to be a tragic accident and are still
investigating.”

The county medical examiner’s
office responded. No further infor-
mation is available at this time. The
victim’s information will be made
available upon positive identification
and notification of next of kin.


