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POLICE BLOTTER

Westfield Police Sets DWI
Checkpoint for March 14

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Police Department will be con-
ducting a DWI (Driving While In-
toxicated) checkpoint on Satur-
day, March 14, between 9 p.m.
and 4 a.m. The DWI checkpoint
will be established at one or more
of the following locations:  North
Avenue, South Avenue, Central
Avenue, Springfield Avenue and
East Broad Street.

Officers working the DWI Check-
point are specifically trained in de-

tecting and apprehending drunk driv-
ers.

The Westfield Police Department
is committed to using all enforce-
ment efforts to reduce the rate of
alcohol related accidents and fatali-
ties through the detection and re-
moval of impaired drivers from the
public roadways.

For more information, contact Cap-
tain David Wayman
dwayman@wpdnj.org; phone (908)
789-6070.

Thank You Note
We thank Lee Ramire for the pho-

tograph published last week of the
Westfield Fire Department in action
at the Rialto Theater in downtown
Westfield. We did not include this in
the photo credit. The public is invited
to e-mail their interesting community
photographs to editor@goleader.com.
The readers and we appreciate it.

For more than 150 years, people have
been able to rely on Northwestern Mu-
tual to provide them with access to a
wide variety of products and services.
We have a history of performance and an
enviable reputation.   I am a financial ad-
visor who has been with Northwestern
Mutual for 18 years, and in all situations,
I will make only those recommendations
which I would do for myself and my fam-
ily if faced with a similar situation.  I hold
a degree in accounting and finance from
James Madison University. I have earned
the Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU),
Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC)
and Certified in Long Term Care (CLTC)
designations. I am a Disability Income
Specialist. My areas of expertise include
Disability Income Insurance, Business
Needs Analysis, Asset & Income Protec-
tion, College Education Funding, Long-
Term Care Insurance, and Estate
Analysis.  By matching your needs with
innovative solutions utilizing world-class
insurance services and internationally
recognized investment products, I will do
my best to help you protect and provide
for those people you care about most.  I
will work hard to build a relationship with
you based on trust and integrity, always
striving to provide you with the same
level of ethical service that I would ex-
pect for myself.

MORE ABOUT US:
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The Olson Financial Group
180 River Road, PO Box 1008, Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4065
Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CLTC
Financial Advisor
www.nmfn.com/jeffrembisz
www.nmfn.com/olsonfinancialgroup

Join Northwestern Mutual and help clients build and achieve financial security. Proven training programs and licensing provided.
For 150 years Northwestern Mutual and its products have earned a most enviable reputation. 

Email or fax resume to Laura Cuozzo
laura.cuozzo@nmfn.com • fax 908-918-0517

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (NM),
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Now Hiring –
Financial Representatives

For Future 
Westfield Office

Westfield
Tuesday, March 3, a business estab-

lishment on the 400 block of West
South Avenue sustained damage
through criminal mischief. An indi-
vidual, described as a white male in his
50s, caused a glass window to shatter
by continuously banging on it with an
umbrella. The suspect then fled the
scene. The damage amount was un-
known.

Wednesday, March 4, Robert Christ-
mas, 61, of Elizabeth was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
West Broad Street on outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Rahway, for $800,
Cranford, for $700, and Fanwood, for
$1,000. He was released after posting
bail.

Wednesday, March 4, the manager
of a business located on the 300 block
of East South Avenue reported an ap-
parent theft of services. An Edison resi-
dent is alleged to have rented two dif-
ferent motor vehicles in December
2008, and returned same after hours
without subsequently making any rental
payments. The value of the alleged
theft of services is $2,094.37.

Wednesday, March 4, Kenneth E.
Middleton, 30, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquarters
on a Fanwood traffic warrant for $500.
He was processed and turned over to
the Fanwood Police Department.

Thursday, March 5, Jovan N. Clark,
20, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield criminal warrant. Clark was
processed and released after posting
$500 bail.

Friday, March 6, Alyssa Porchetta,
19, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
She was processed and released after
posting $140 bail.

Friday, March 6, a 17-year-old male
from New Providence was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
Mountain Avenue. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to a responsible
adult.

Saturday, March 7, Ronald Powell,
53, of Plainfield was arrested at East
South Avenue and Cacciola Place after
a traffic stop, which occurred because
the front seat passenger in the vehicle
was not wearing his seatbelt.

Powell was charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly supplying
police with false identification. Further
investigation revealed that Powell’s
driver’s license was suspended and that
there were five outstanding warrants
for his arrest. They included four traffic
warrants from South Plainfield, total-
ing $1,988, and a South Bound Brook
traffic warrant for $380.

Powell was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed. Bail on the hindering apprehen-
sion charge was set at $250. He posted
total bail of $2,618 and was issued a
summons for operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license. The front seat
passenger was issued a summons for a
seatbelt violation.

Diane Ramey, 43, of Plainfield, an-
other passenger in the vehicle, also was
arrested on an outstanding Irvington
criminal warrant in the amount of $630.
She was transported to Westfield police
headquarters and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, March 8, an anonymous
male entered Westfield police head-
quarters and turned in a pill bottle he
had found in Mindowaskin Park. The
bottle contained 28 unmarked white
pills and the exterior label appeared
to be written in a foreign language,
possibly Eastern European or Rus-
sian. The item was secured in the
Westfield Police Department prop-
erty locker.

Sunday, March 8, Sean Walker, 33,
of Bound Brook was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop at
Washington Street and Central Av-
enue. Further investigation revealed
an outstanding South Orange crimi-
nal warrant for him in the amount of
$500. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible adult.

Sunday, March 8, a resident of the
500 block of Downer Street reported
the theft and unauthorized use of
multiple credit cards. The victim be-
lieves the credit cards were stolen
from her home sometime between
March 4 and 5. At the time of the
report, multiple unauthorized charges
had been made with the stolen credit
cards. The case currently is under
investigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau.

Mountainside
Wednesday, March 5, Tisha M.

Roach, 37, of New Brunswick was
arrested and charged with driving
while on the suspended list and for
two outstanding warrants, for $205
out of Linden and $89 out of Edison.

Friday, March 6, Rashanna R. Fort,
22, of East Orange was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). Fort was also charged
with driving while on the suspended
list, consumption of an alcoholic bev-
erage in a vehicle and contempt of
court. She was initially stopped for
driving with a broken driver’s side
view mirror.

Friday, March 6, a Summit Lane
resident reported that sometime over
night someone caused damage to the
left rear tail lens of her husband’s
vehicle, which was parked in the drive-
way. The damage was estimated at
$200.

Sunday, March 8, a Central Avenue
resident reported that someone
dumped an air conditioner near the
end of his driveway sometime be-
tween Thursday, March 5 and 11 a.m.
on Sunday, March 8. Police said there
are no suspects at this time.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 3, a Lamberts Mill

Road resident said someone damaged
her mailbox, which was valued at $75.

Tuesday, March 3, someone re-
ported that their vehicle was struck
by a hit-and-run driver while legally
parked on Westfield Avenue, causing
damage to the rear of the vehicle.
Police are investigating.

Thursday, March 5, Frank Penna,
43, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant. Penna was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Thursday, March 5, a resident of
Raritan Road said someone sent her a
letter requesting money to pay off a
debt. The victim said she then mailed a
check in excess of thousands of dollars.

Sunday, March 8, Robert Campora,
28, of Woodbridge was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. Campora was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, March 8, a Highlander
Drive resident reported that someone
entered his house through the front
door. Police said no items were re-
ported missing after the house alarm
was activated.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 4, Masa I. Free-

man, 53, of Plainfield was arrested at
Midway and Paul Street on an out-
standing Fanwood warrant after a field
investigation. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Thursday, March 5, Desmond Dou-
glas, 28, of Perth Amboy was arrested
on an outstanding Union County war-
rant at South Avenue and Second Street
after a motor vehicle stop.

Thursday, March 5, Kimba A. Hall,
31, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Bellville warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on the 100 block
of South Avenue. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Thursday, March 5, Tracy A.
Getchis, 27, of Branchburg was ar-
rested on an outstanding Fanwood
warrant after a field investigation.
She posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, March 10, Andrew S.
Gartenlaub, 42, of Maplewood was
arrested on an outstanding Union
County warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He posted bail and was released.

Postal Inspector Investigates
Fire at Westfield Post Office

Next WF BOE Meeting
To Address Budget Gaps

WESTFIELD – The next public
meeting of the Westfield Board of
Education will be held on Tuesday,
March 17, at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm
Street. The business agenda will in-
clude a continued discussion of the
2009-2010 budget, including steps
needed to close a $3.5 million bud-
get gap facing the district.

“This year is a very different one
as we try to prepare our budget,” said
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan.

“Despite our cost-control efforts,
resulting in Westfield’s per-pupil
costs well below the state average,
we are confronted by a sharp decline
in investment income and unknown
state and federal aid, with these gov-
ernments experiencing a budget cri-
sis.

“With costs rising and revenues
decreasing and the state imposing
more and more controls over local

school districts,” she continued, “dif-
ficult decisions will have to be made
to develop a balanced budget.”

The superintendent continued,
“We’ve already taken several steps
in that direction, including holding
energy costs flat for two years, en-
tering into talks with the unions,
renegotiating insurance rates, pre-
venting an increase in dental insur-
ance and prescription drug costs,
and restricting spending in school
and departmental budgets. More
measures will have to be taken, how-
ever, to reach a balanced budget.”

A complete agenda of the March
17 meeting will be available on the
district’s website and in the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street
on Friday, March 13. All board meet-
ings are taped for broadcast on Blue
Devils TV36 on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., as well as
on weekends at 10 a.m.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A Saturday
morning fire at the Westfield Post
Office on Central Avenue disrupted
mail deliveries for two hours, ac-
cording to Westfield Fire Deputy
Chief Ken Dannevig.

Firefighters responded to the 7:30
a.m. fire and determined that it was
isolated to a small section of the
basement.

A plastic garbage container and a
portable mail cart were damaged.
He said smoke filled the building,
which was ventilated before being
opened.

“There was no damage done (to
the building),” Deputy Chief
Dannevig said, adding that the fire
was in an area not used for postal
operations. He said no mail was
destroyed.

Since the fire involved a federal
building — the Federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HOT MAIL...Firefighters look for the source of the smoke coming from the roof
of the Westfield Post Office last Saturday morning. The cause was located in the
basement and extinguished.

SEEING RED...Women of the New Jersey Legislature pose to raise awareness for
the number-one killer of American women, heart disease, by wearing red for Go
Red for Women Day on Thursday, February 26, at the Statehouse in Trenton.
Asw. Linda Stender of Fanwood is pictured with the group.

Charles Laskowski for The Westfield Leader
GRIM INVESTIGATION...Westfield Police Officer Eric Loffredo drives his
vehicle down the train tracks Wednesday morning from the Rahway Avenue
crossing to investigate reports of a pedestrian fatality. Ultimately, the Scotch
Plains Police Department took over the investigation, which is ongoing, as the end
of the accident site was in Scotch Plains. Authorities confirmed that one person
had been killed.See report at lower right.

Last year, there were less than 1,000
spots open by Saturday morning, ac-
cording to Mr. Kaufmann, and the
final person to make the cut arrived
on line at 6 a.m. The pool caps mem-
bership at roughly 9,700 people.

People can register online with
credit cards. Between last Friday and
this Monday, Mr. Kaufmann said
$81,000 worth of registrations had
been logged.

In other business, until last year,
Westfield’s sidewalk-replacement
program allowed the town to bid out
a given sidewalk project, and the cost
was split evenly between affected
residents and the town. Going for-
ward, residents, if interested in par-
ticipating, will absorb the full cost.

The 2006 and 2007 sidewalk im-
provements have now been fully as-
sessed by assessor Annmarie Switzer.
Affected residents had a chance to
log objections in a hearing, held dur-
ing the public session, before either
paying in a lump sum or in annual
installments with interest at 2.25 per-
cent per annum on the unpaid bal-
ances.

A Clark Street resident said the
work done on her sidewalks in 2006
was “far from perfect…The concrete
is cracked; it cracked the driveway
apron…The town did not get its
money’s worth from the contractor.
I’ll have to replace it again.”

Mr. Gildea said the town will “do
what we can to use [a new] contractor
to make repairs… We’ll do the best
we can.”

When asked by the mayor to give a
time frame, Mr. Gildea estimated late
spring or summer but said it “is con-
tingent on the capital budget and
bringing in a vendor through the bid
process.”

A gentleman who owns two prop-
erties on Windsor Avenue said he
voiced complaints immediately after
work was done in 2006. He said the
concrete used was old or not suffi-
cient quality.

“There was unacceptable
cutting….and the concrete finish was
poor,” he said.

The man brought pictures to show

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Retains Attorney
In Sunnyside Litigation

how the work created a hole on one
property, where water now freezes
despite his best attempts to maintain
it. The work also impacted the eleva-
tion of a handicap ramp.

“I don’t think we should pay any-
thing,” he said.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon,
when asked by the mayor, said roughly
six residents who all had work done
around the same period in 2006 had
“issues with the materials and work-
manship.”

The mayor asked Mr. McAloon to
visit the properties and “see if we can
make it more tolerable.”

The mayor announced the Woman’s
Club of Westfield’s garage sale
fundraiser benefiting Autism-New
Jersey would take place on Saturday,
April 4, at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, located at 301 Clark Street in
Westfield, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

All proceeds will be earmarked for
continued research and support in
curing this disease. Public donations
will be accepted. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 233-2339.

Under the new “Westfield First”
campaign, the town welcomed the
owners from Limani Seafood Grill
and The Farmhouse Store, specializ-
ing in unique pottery and jewelry, to
discuss their businesses. To learn more
about these North Avenue establish-
ments, see limaniwestfieldnj.com and
thefarmhousestore.com.

Boy Scouts from Troop 73 pre-
sented their colors and led attendees
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The mayor honored both Boy and
Girl Scouts from Westfield. March 8
through 13 is considered Girl Scout
Week.

Corzine to Slash Town Aid
In $29.8-Billion Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — Governor Jon Corzine
unveiled a $29.8-billion state budget
Tuesday that calls for a 2 percent de-
crease in municipal aid and slight in-
crease in school aid.

He said the spending plan is $3 bil-
lion less than the budget enacted in
June. The budget would cut aid to hos-
pitals, universities and would eliminate
the property tax deduction on state in-
come taxes.

Those making over $500,000 will
see a three-quarters of a percent hike in
their income taxes. Also, families earn-
ing over $75,000 will no longer be
eligible for Homestead Tax Rebates.

According to the budget, municipal
aid will be cut by $50.5 million, higher
education will be slashed by $22.2 mil-
lion, hospitals will receive $20.8 mil-
lion less in aid. School aid will be
increased by $306,000.

“We must maintain our priorities at
the same time that we work to minimize
the tax burden on our citizens,” Gover-
nor Corzine said.

State and local officials issued state-
ments on the governor’s proposed
budget.

Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield was critical of what he
said was Mr. Corzine’s decision “to end
the long-standing deduction for prop-
erty taxes that New Jersey residents can
take from their annual income taxes.”

“Too many New Jersey
homeowners are struggling to stay in
their homes,” he continued. “This pro-
posal will eliminate a tax deduction

that averages $6,800 a year for each
homeowner,” Mr. Kean said. “The loss
of the deduction would make home
ownership even harder for New Jersey
residents who are struggling to make
ends meet during this recession. Gov-
ernor Corzine should immediately with-
draw this proposal to raise taxes on
middle class New Jersey by $500 mil-
lion.”

Former United States Attorney for
New Jersey and Republican Guberna-
torial candidate Chris Christie said the
speech marks the “the unfortunate cul-
mination of the Corzine-McGreevey
era — seven years of tax increases,
irresponsible spending, the doubling of
our state debt and, most importantly, a
failure to make the tough decisions.”

“The Wall Street philosophy of spend
now, borrow now and pay later has
driven New Jersey to be unaffordable for
its people. This budget proposal is just
more of the same — higher state taxes,
higher property taxes and no account-
ability for the pain that this lack of strong
leadership has caused the people of New
Jersey,” Mr. Christie said.

State Senate President Richard Codey
(D-27, West Orange) said the governor
“did today, what millions of house-
holds across the country are doing dur-
ing this economic crisis, scrubbing their
budgets to find cost-saving measures.”

“From top to bottom, we need to
make sure our limited funding is going
where it is needed most. I think the
governor did a good job of prioritizing.
Healthcare, education and seniors, all
of our most vulnerable, are seeing their
resources protected or even increased,”
Mr. Codey said.

He said the Legislature would “pour
through this budget to see if we can find
even more cost-saving measures.”

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts
(D-Camden) called the spending plan
“the toughest budget I’ve ever seen.”

“We’re going to position this state so
that when things get better, which we
know that they will, we’re going to be in
a better shape than our neighboring
states,” Mr. Roberts said.

Westfield Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said, “The proposal to cut
property tax rebates is going to hurt a
number of Westfield residents. The key
is to reduce spending, and the state,
counties and muncipalities have to leave
no stones unturned when determining
how to do this.”

Fellow Councilman Dave Haas
said, “The decrease in the proposed
state budget ($1 billon), compared to
the 2006 budget, amounts to about 9
percent in constant 2006 dollars. We
haven’t been able to come close to
that in our municipal government.
Let us begin with that as inspiration
for cutting our own spending.”

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

SP PD Confirm Fatality
On Conrail Track

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Township Police Chief Brian
Mahoney reported that there was a
fatality, Wednesday morning, on the
Conrail Train Line approximately 100
yards west of the service road at the
back of the Lamberts Mill Village
apartment complex on Spruce Mill
Lane.

At present, police said the victim is
an unidentified male who was walking
east on the tracks and was struck by an
eastbound freight train at approxi-
mately 9:06 a.m. The initial call came
after the train engineer notified his
dispatch. Conrail Police were also no-
tified, and a joint investigation into the
circumstances is ongoing.

Chief Mahoney said, “ The victim
was walking in the same direction as
the train...The initial investgation in-
dicates that he turned at the very last
moment and was struck. We believe
this to be a tragic accident and are still
investigating.”

The Union County Medical
Examiner’s Office responded. No fur-
ther information is available at this
time. The victim’s information will
be made available upon positive iden-
tification and notification of next of
kin.

plosives (ATF) – the Postal
Inspector’s office in Newark, the
New Jersey Division of Fire Ser-
vices, and the Union County Arson
Task Force were called to the scene
and interviewed postal employees,
Deputy Chief Dannevig said.

Ed Steed, public information of-
ficer with the United States Postal
Inspector’s Office, said the fire con-
sumed an area of only five feet. He
called the fire “negligible.”

“We believe it was an accident,”
he said, adding that inspectors are
reviewing evidence “to see if we
can determine a cause.” He said it
has not been determined if an
employee’s cigarette caused the fire.
“They (postal workers) are abso-
lutely not permitted to smoke in the
building.”

The results of the postal inspec-
tion would likely be released to the
Westfield Postmaster, who would
be responsible for disciplinary ac-
tion if warranted.


