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Events
3/19 Art Opening Reception for oil painting instructor S. Allyn Schaeffer & Students, 6-8pm. Free and open to the public.
3/26 Thursday Evening Salon Series - Contemporary African Art: A Curator’s Perspective, 7:30pm. Call for details.
4/4 East Coast Art Expo - Art Materials Fair featuring 45 national art suppliers, 10-4pm. Visit website for details.

Draw

Print
68 Elm Street, Summit, New Jersey 07901

908 273-9121

www.artcenternj.org

NEW
MEMBERSHIP

PROGRAM!

Visit our website for details

the farmhouse store
...like no other store in Westfield

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

WF Author Publishes Rock History
By ERIC NIERSTEDT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — When an author
gets published, it’s usually the start of
a long relationship between writer
and publisher. But for local music
journalist John Luerssen, it was the
beginning of his journey to form his
own publishing line.

“I spent about two years compiling
a book about Weezer, and when I
finally got it published, I really didn’t
get too much of the profit,” Mr.
Luerssen said. Though splitting rev-
enue between author and publisher is
standard for new authors, Mr.
Luerssen decided that he could do
better on his own.

“I’ve always been a ‘do-it-myself’
kind of guy,” Mr. Luerssen said. “And
I thought, why can’t I put out a prod-
uct at a reasonable price and keep
more for myself?’

Since then, Mr. Luerssen has put
his time and effort (along with his
wife’s) into forming Rock Reader
Books, a publishing line that special-
izes in rock history books. This is
even more impressive, considering
Mr. Luerssen also works a full-time
job and has a wife and children.

Mr. Luerssen claims that his long-
time interest in rock, and lack of
interest in modern-rock books, is what
helped to lead him to Rock Reader.

“I’ve got a short attention span, and

a lot of those books are really detailed
and lengthy. I wanted books that I
could read for a while, then put down
and come back to,
not something that
felt like a text book,”
he said.

In that vein, many
of Mr. Luerssen’s
books focus on spe-
cific parts of bands’
careers, such as his
“The Nirvana
Reader,” which ex-
amines the band
from 1988 to 1992,
and “The Sex Pis-
tols Reader,” which
is complied from in-
terviews conducted
during the band’s
two years of exist-
ence.

The interview ap-
proach is one Mr.
Luerssen finds much more rewarding
and informative then finding infor-
mation through traditional rock
books.

“It can be much more interesting
and revealing to find these old inter-
views that the bands did with local
papers,” Mr. Luerssen said.  “Bands
would say much more to these guys,
because they knew it wasn’t going to
be published in a national magazine.

The trick of course, is getting the
permission to use it.”

Besides these books, Mr. Luerssen
has compiled inter-
view collections
from John Lennon
and the Ramones,
and plans to work on
many other artists,
including Aerosmith,
R a d i o h e a d ,
Metallica, Bad Reli-
gion and Bruce
Springsteen. He ex-
pects to spend most
of the current year
on these books.

When asked about
how these artists,
who were around for
decades, will fit into
his “time-frame” ap-
proach, Mr. Luerssen
replied, “It’s really
finding what inter-

ests me. And sometimes, it’s just find-
ing the important stuff. Led Zeppelin
has been around for 40 years, but they
really only existed for 12. I really just
want to be able to educate people
about rock.”

Mr. Luerssen’s books, which are
available on Lulu.com, will soon be
available in traditional outlets such as
Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, and
Westfield’s The  Town Book Store.

WF’s Laura Reiff Gives Back
To the Modeling Industry

By JONATHAN OHEA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – What do award-
winning director Martin Scorsese,
fashion designer Giorgio Armani and
Harley Davidson all have in com-
mon? The answer is California na-
tive, fashion model and one-time
Armani muse Laura Reiff, who has
called Westfield home for the past
two-and-a-half years.

Scorsese, you wonder? Ms. Reiff
starred in the 1990 Scorsese-directed
documentary Made in Milan, which
highlighted the work of Milanese
fashion designer Armani. In regards
to Harley, Ms. Reiff has been riding
motorcycles since the age of 10.

She unexpectedly burst onto the
modeling scene in the late 1980s after
being discovered at an informal mod-
eling call in southern California.
Within days of being discovered, she
found herself walking down runways
in Paris, Milan and New York.

During her years as a top model,
she has been fortunate enough to work
one-on-one with some of the world’s
most acclaimed fashion designers,
including Bill Blass, Calvin Klein,
Donna Karen, Geoffrey Beene, Ralph
Lauren and James Galanos.

Ms. Reiff said one of her modeling
highlights came after landing a seven-
year exclusive modeling contract with
Armani. While with Armani, she
called the northern Italian city of
Milan home for roughly eight months
out of the year.

“Having the opportunity to work
so closely with Mr. Armani – Uncle
George, as I fondly call him – was an
experience of a lifetime,” she said. “I
learned so much about the fashion
industry – design, fitting, marketing,
sales, the works. I will always be
thankful to him. My experience with
him impacted me as a person. [He
was] always professional and caring.
Grande affettuoso (very affection-
ate)!”

With hundreds of fashion shows
under her belt and innumerable hours
of fittings, Ms. Reiff decided to give
back to the fashion community. She
accomplishes this through her work
as an adviser and model/muse for
senior fashion design students at the
Parsons School of Design in New
York City.

“Working with such a talented
group of young designers is inspir-
ing, and I enjoy sharing my knowl-
edge with them,” Ms. Reiff said

Outside of Parsons, Ms. Reiff cur-
rently works with DKNY, Kenneth
Cole and a small group of young
designers.

Parsons graduate and New Jersey
native Anthony Manfredonia is the
latest fashion designer to utilize Ms.
Reiff’s skills as a model.

Mr. Manfredonia first met Ms. Reiff

Jonathan Ohea for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MODEL CITIZEN...After a career in the fashion industry, Westfield’s Laura
Reiff decided to give back to the community, acting as a muse for senior fashion
design students at Parsons School.

in the late 1990s while working as a
freelance design assistant at Donna
Karen. After a few years at Donna
Karen, he was hired as head designer
of Isaac Mizrahi haute couture, a post
which he held for two years.

It was this time at both Donna Karen
and Issac Mizrahi in which he honed
his exquisite tailoring skills and me-
ticulous attention to detail. It is these
talents that Mr. Manfredonia used to

craft his latest gemstone-inspired
collection, which debuted last week
at New York Fashion Week 2009.

This modern-day couturier’s inno-
vative use of silks, wovens and satins
create an interesting play on light and
texture when applied to his elegant
fashions. Inspired by the faceting and
rich color of gemstones, he ignored
bias-lines of fabrics and created fac-
eted gowns and dresses.

The “faceting” that appears in many

of Mr. Manfredonia’s dresses reap-
pears in his innovative use of the
centuries old craft of leaded glass. He
turned this antique craft on its head
by creating jewel-toned, leaded glass
handbags.

His multi-faceted creations in both
dresses and handbags truly create the
illusion of what Mr. Manfredonia calls
“living gemstones.” Gemstones are
judged on four characteristics com-

monly known as the Four C’s: color,
cut, clarity and carat weight.

In regards to Mr. Manfredonia’s
latest gemstone-inspired collection,
both the color and cut are brilliant.
The overall clarity of the collection is
superb, and the weight of the collec-
tion is light but not insubstantial.

When asked about her work with
Mr. Manfredonia, Ms. Reiff said, “in
many ways, he reminds me of Armani.
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