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Reserved Seating      Matinee at 3PM      Evenings at 8PM

Box Office:  908.232.1221 opens 1 week before show

“Fools”
A Comedy by Neil Simon

Mar  7, *13, 14, M 15, 20, 21 

Single Tickets  $15 

“Little Mary Sunshine”
Book, music & lyrics by Rick Besoyan

May 2, *8, 9, *15, 16, 29, 30 

Single Tickets  $20 

* Benefit Performance tickets 
from sponsoring org.

M  Matinee 3PM – Students $7
All dates & shows

subject to change

Make plans to join us for our Talent Showcase 
featuring your favorite performers from WCP on 

Saturday April 4 at 7:30, all tickets $15

Have Arts News?
E-mail ae@goleader.com

He is hands-on all the time, in com-
plete control of his company and quite
the perfectionist. He is also one of the
most humble and caring people in an
industry that can easily tear you apart
or inflate your ego to a point you’re
unbearable to be around.

“He is capable of being one of the
next great American fashion design-
ers,” she said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Laura Reiff

Jonathan Ohea for The Leader and The Times
JEWEL OF A DESIGNER...A
Westfield resident, model Laura Reiff
(pictured at the top of the page) said
Parsons graduate and New Jersey na-
tive Anthony Manfredonia, above, re-
minds her of Armani, with whom she
has worked. She said Mr. Manfredonia
is “capable of being one of the next
great American fashion designers.”

Local Bands Rock
The Crossroads

WESTFIELD – The Static Jacks, a
group of 18-year-olds from Westfield
who graduated from high school last
year, will play their first hometown
show in more than a year.

The band, which has been gaining
nationwide attention, will perform at
Crossroads in Garwood this Saturday,
March 7, at 4 p.m.

The band’s music has been featured
on Nickelodeon’s hit show “Zoey 101,”
among others. To learn more, see
myspace.com/thestaticjacks.

They have shared the stage with To-
kyo Police Club, Smoosh, The Gin
Blossoms, Everclear and the B-52s.
Since the release of “Bridges and Tun-
nels,” they have been playing all over
the northeast and are planning tours
across the country.

Separately, Shyneboxx will return to
the Crossroads a day earlier, Friday,
March 6, at 8 p.m.

Playing indie-rock and alternative
music, the 20-year music veterans re-
leased a new album this past New Year’s
Day. The concept album, which fea-
tured elements of surf guitar, classic
rock and 80’s aesthetic, received favor-
able reviews,

Shyneboxx was formed in the mid-
1980s as a punk rock act. After a brief
hiatus, the band re-formed in 1993 with
Ralph Venturino of Westfield back in
the lead vocal spot and John Rokosny
of the Smithereens joining Pete Johnson
on guitar.

Current material is available on
myspace.com/shyneboxx.

Author Helps Readers
‘Let Go of Baggage’

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet and
greet for Peter Kalellis, author of “Let-
ting Go of Baggage,” on Saturday,
March 7, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Told through personal experiences,
“Letting Go of Baggage” reveals how
to maintain relationships, how to par-
ent effectively and how to become happy
and independent, Dr. Kalellis’s ulti-
mate goal for letting go of baggage.

Dr. Kalellis is a psychotherapist,
marriage and family therapist, lecturer
and writer. He has a doctorate in clini-
cal psychology. He is the author of
many books, including “Five Steps to
Spiritual Growth.” His practice is lo-
cated in Westfield.

The public can meet Dr. Kalellis at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets). Those
who are unable to attend can call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.

Saturday Morning Cheers
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — First-time director
and writer Rob Greenberg brings a jolt
of caffeine to the ordinary guy, roman-
tic-comedy romp in his Saturday Morn-
ing, filmed mostly in downtown
Westfield.

Wes Selman, a self-proclaimed “tall
and goofy” 30-year-old, played sin-
cerely by the cherub-faced Joey Piscopo
(following a different path of comedy
than dad Joe Piscopo), has found the
cure for all non-morning people in a
Saturday morning utopia.

This promised land, found only on
Saturday mornings from 6 to 8 a.m.,
manifests one’s desires; in Wes’ dream
world, he effortlessly wins the affec-
tions of every hot girl, who all happen
to be waiting in the early a.m. wings for
him to do with them as he pleases.

After Wes has had his fill of one-
morning stands, a cute early riser man-
ages to win his heart, but she is not so
easily possessed.

The original script finds life in a

finely tuned cast. It is refreshing to see
that Wes’ best friend Frankie (Louis
Mandylor), a slick ladies’ man, sup-
ports Wes’ desires to build a relation-
ship with Lisa instead of the normal
cliché of giving bad advice to bed every
girl he can. Mandylor, as he did por-
traying brother Nick in My Big Fat
Greek Wedding, finds a sweet balance
between a player and sensitive man.

Wes tries to make things work with
Lisa, but when she dates him outside of
Saturday morning, her “romantic spark”
towards him is dulled. So, Frankie helps
Wes craft a plan to only see Lisa during
those two hours and then make her fall
in love with him so they can carry on
with their relationship outside of that
window of time.

In the serene setting of Westfield’s
Mindowaskin Park, Wes bumps into
another utopia-finding lovable loser,
Harold, played by George Wendt, who
uses his “Cheers”-coined underdog
charm for all it’s worth. He acts as a
guardian angel to Wes and explains that
love cannot be found in this place.

Turns out material wants cannot be
had either in the fantastical portal.
Frankie decides he must try his own
two-hour luck for all things mon-
etarily motivated and heads to the
casinos – turns out this time warp
proves he’s lucky at cards, but once
the clock strikes nine, the winnings
disappear in some form or another ala
Cinderella.

Saturday Morning had its premiere
release on Tuesday, March 3, on DVD,
available for rent at Blockbuster and
Netflix, and for sale in Walmart, Best
Buy, Amazon.com and most retailers.

It made its way through the film
festival circuit, winning best comedy at
IndieFestUSA in Anaheim, Calif.

SP-F Arts Association
To View Cezanne

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association’s spring bus trip will be
on Tuesday, April 7, to the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art to see the
“Cezanne Then and Now” exhibit.

The show contains more than 40
paintings and 20 watercolors, as well
as drawings by Cezanne, displayed
next to more than a dozen artists –
from Matisse and Picasso to Jasper
Johns – reflecting Cezanne’s legacy.

The bus departs from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building Parking
Lot at 8:30 a.m. and returns around 5
p.m. The cost of the trip is $53, which
includes bus, museum exhibit tickets
plus audio tour.

Reservations must be received by
March 7. For reservations and further
information, call Anne Gibbons at
(908) 232-2631.

Pingry Hosts Student
Photography Show

AREA – The annual Invitational
Photo Exhibition is on display in The
Hostetter Arts Center Gallery at the
Martinsville campus of Pingry.

The show features black and white,
color, and digital photographs by more
than 250 student photographers from
14 public and private school art pro-
grams in New Jersey. The gallery is
open to the public from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. every weekday until March 11.
About 50 Pingry photographers are
represented this year.

“This show provides an opportu-
nity for Pingry School students to get
a snapshot of student photography in
New Jersey. The quality of this show
is remarkable, and it is an exceptional
educational experience for our stu-
dents,” said Miles Boyd, chair of
Pingry’s fine arts department.

WCP Season Continues
With Neil Simon’s Fools

WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) continues the 2008-
2009 season with Neil Simon’s com-
edy Fools. The show opens at 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 7, and continues Fri-
day and Saturday evenings through
March 21 with a matinee on Sunday
March 15 at 3 p.m.

The 24-hour ticket tape at (908) 232-
1221 is now on, and all reserved seating
is $15 with a reduced student rate of $7
at the March 15 matinee. The theater is
located at 1000 North Avenue, West, in
Westfield

Maurice Moran, a veteran of mul-
tiple productions at WCP and the
Cranford Dramatic Club, directs, and
stage manager Barbara Ruban and pro-
ducer Sally Brown of Westfield assist
him.

Neil Simon’s lighthearted comedy is
set in the 1800’s in a small Ukrainian
village, which has been living under a
curse of chronic stupidity for 200 years.
Into this odd setting, Leon Tolchinsky
arrives as the new teacher who promptly
falls in love with a girl so stupid that she
has only recently learned how to sit
down.

Of course, with Simon adding the
witty dialogue and comic misadven-
tures, Leon breaks the curse and gets
the girl.

The love triangle features David
Gazzo as the teacher Leon, Peter Curley
as Count Gregor, Leon’s rival, and Vikki
Massulli as Sophia, the object of their
affections.

Sophia’s parents are played by
Dickson Lane and JoAnne Lemenille,
who only want the best for Sophia but

are wary of the Count, whose ancestors
placed the curse on the village long ago.

Featured are Gregg Mele as the
Butcher and Steve Lemenille as the
magistrate who all have opinions who
Sophia should marry.

Other eccentric townspeople include
Mike Burdick as the shepherd who
cannot remember his name or where he
left his sheep, Art Seif, the mailman
who does not deliver mail, and
Westfield’s Danielle Levitt, the fish-
monger who sells flowers because no-
body can catch any fish.

Continuing the opening night tradi-
tion, “first nighters” are invited to stay
for light refreshments with the cast and
crew after the curtain rings down.

To learn more, see
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Tomasulo Exhibit – Way
More than ‘Skin Deep’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – To some, getting a
tattoo is a means of self-expression;
for others, a tattoo is a way to memo-
rialize a person or event.

These various approaches to body
art were the subject of “Under My
Skin: Environmental Portraits,” an
exhibit by John Wyatt recently held at
Union County College’s (UCC)
Tomasulo Gallery.

The exhibit explored Mr. Wyatt’s
nearly 30-year fascination with the
tattooed body and contained scores
of black-and-white photographs of
every imaginable depiction of body
art.

When he first became interested in
photographing tattoos, Mr. Wyatt
mainly sought out tattoo artists.

Not only did these people tattoo
others, they also tended to be the ones
who displayed the most tattoos on
their own bodies.

This relationship between tattoo
artist and tattoo allows a multi-level
perspective to be incorporated into
the exhibit and gives Mr. Wyatt per-
mission to step away from the “art” of
the tattoo and into the tattooed
person’s “culture” or way of life.

Many of the photographs in “Un-
der My Skin” have a “look–don’t-
look” quality about them.

Several images are not for the faint
of heart.

“Tom,” for example, is a photo-
graph of a man covered from head to
toe, including his scalp, with tattoos.
He’s also got a few body piercings
thrown in for good measure.

This portrait, photographed in
1997, reminds us once again of the
fine line that separates repulsion and
fascination.

However, Mr. Wyatt hopes his view-
ers look beyond the tattoos to the
person wearing them.

This is his reasoning behind using
black-and-white film.

“I [want] the viewer to see the
subjects as people…and hopefully
gain a different insight about tattooed
people than the generalized and ste-
reotypical viewpoint that the major-
ity of the population and media
[holds],” he said.

For this project, Mr. Wyatt selected
people who were “compiling a col-

lection of art on their body as an art
collector accumulates art for [his or
her home].”

The graphic nature of Mr. Wyatt’s
photographs immerses the viewer into
this entire “culture” of those who
choose to have their bodies tattooed.

“My subjects weren’t…tattooed
because tattooing had suddenly be-
come popular or fashionable. For
them, it was a way of life….,” he said.

The photographer, who has a few
hidden tattoos himself, revisited some
of his very early subjects again from
nine to 27 years later.

“It was always fascinating to see
how people aged, how their environ-
ment changed and if they became
more tattooed,” he said.

One example of this is seen in two
photographs of “Kurt” – one taken in
1977 and one in 1994.

In addition to photographing his
subjects, Mr. Wyatt also interviewed
and tape-recorded them.

In 2003, he expanded his interest in
the tattooed body by publishing a
book called “Under My Skin.”

Mr. Wyatt’s work is on permanent
collection at the Jersey City Museum
in Jersey City.

He has also exhibited at the Skulski
Art Gallery in Clark, Sussex County
Community College and the Bowery
Gallery.

Coming to Tomasulo Gallery on
March 13 is a solo show of the art and
sculpture of Julie Pepito.

For more information, contact the
gallery at (908) 709-7155 or e-mail
tomasulogallery@ucc.edu.

The Rialto Theater
Undergoes Renovation
WESTFIELD — Renovations be-

gan Monday at the Rialto Theater in
Westfield. According to owner Jesse
Sayegh, “Residents of Westfield and
visitors from all over the tri-state area
will now be able to watch their favorite
movies in grand style.”

Once renovations are completed
by month’s end, moviegoers will be
able to relax in an all-new, brightly
designed environment.

The theater, located at 250 East Broad
Street, will have a newly designed con-
cession stand replete with granite tops;
two of the six auditoriums will be pre-
sented with Digital 3D; aisles will al-
low for extra legroom; seats will be
replaced with high-back reclining
chairs; restrooms will be refurbished,
and  new track lighting , as well as  new
screens, will be installed.

Also, customers can now purchase
movie tickets in advance. For a list of
shows, time schedule and all other in-
formation, call (908) 232-1288 or check
westfieldtoday.com.

MOVIE MAKEOVER…The Rialto
Theater began renovations Monday.
Upgrades to the theater include new
seating, flooring, lighting, restrooms
and screens, more legroom and instal-
lation of Digital 3-D.

New Art Group
Returns to WAC

WESTFIELD – The New Art Group
(NAG) is returning to the Watchung
Arts Center (WAC). NAG, a group of
six artists that has been in existence
for 16 years and has done 36 group
shows, was formed out of the Arts
Committee at the WAC 17 years ago.

The first NAG group show, “Truth
and Lies,” will be held at the WAC
this March.

Local members include Westfield’s
Francesca Azzara and Joan Dreyer.

Ms. Azzara is an encaustic artist
who exhibits extensively in the tri-
state area and works out of her studio
in Rahway. Ms. Dreyer is an artist
concentrating in fibers and mixed
media. She teaches within the Fine
Arts Department at Kean University
as a member of adjunct faculty.

To learn more, see
newartgroup.com.

Dr. Kalellis Book Signing at
The Town Book Store in Westfield

On March 7, between 2 and 4 p.m. Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, local author and
therapist, will autograph his latest books.

1. Letting Go of Baggage: A Journey
through Life’s Challenges. This book gives
powerful impetus to people who are about
to make a meaningful transition in their
life and provides guidelines and support
for a successful journey.

2. Restoring Relationships: Five Things
to Try Before You Say Goodbye. This best
seller has been translated in European
languages. It is a “must read” for those
who seek guidance in how to save a
marriage or any other significant
relationship.

3. Twenty Secrets for Healing Thoughts,
Feelings and Relationships. Within 200
pages, the readers will experience two
years of personal therapy, in the presence of a common sense companion,
a trusted guide through the roadblocks of worry and strife.

The author offers Individual, Marriage and Family Therapy at his office.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis
232 St. Paul Street

Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 232-6118

peterkalellis@comcast.net

Individuals facing personal problems or couples in troubled relationships
experience VIP treatment and find supportive solutions in the office of
Dr. Kalellis.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

WARNING!
SPRING FEVER

IS HIGHLY
CONTAGIOUS.

SPRING FLOWERS, WREATHS, AND

HOME DECOR THE PERFECT CURE!

COME IN FOR
A FIX TODAY!

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com


