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DiIORIO 12 PTS, 15 RB; HESS 14 PTS; LESSNER 7 IN 4TH

Blue Devil Boy Cagers Whip
WH Warriors in Finale, 56-50

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Mike Lessner and Tony
DiIorio keyed an 11-point run in the
fourth quarter and senior Chris
Sheehan kept on a steady course
throughout the game as the Westfield
High School boys basketball team
completed its season with a 56-50
victory over visiting Watchung Hills
on February 25.

DiIorio, who led the team with 15
rebounds and had three assists,
grabbed four offensive rebounds and
put in six of his 12 points in the fourth
quarter.

“We were struggling underneath.
We thought we were getting fouled
but the ref called the game. There’s
nothing you can do about that, so we
just had to battle inside. I knew it was
my last game, so I had to give it all I
got underneath,” DiIorio said.

Lessner (2 rebounds, 2 assists) sank
all seven of his points in the later half
of the quarter. Sheehan (6 rebounds,
3 assists) scored in every quarter and
finished with eight points.

Zach O’Brien led the 14-12 War-
riors with 21 points and hit 8-for-12
from the free throw line. Travis Zilg
and Jesse Ross each finished with
seven points. The 10-13 Blue Devils

hit 16-for-22 (73 percent) from the
line and nailed eight of 12 in the final
quarter.

Although the Blue Devils were
quite successful from the line, they
had only one offensive rebound and
did have trouble hitting from the floor
in the first half, but not immediately.
Sophomore Ryan Hess (8 rebounds),
who led the team with 14 points, and
Sheehan each banged in a 3-pointer
early in the first quarter, which ended
11-10 in favor of the Blue Devils.

Hess sank his second 3-pointer to
start the second quarter and junior
center Pat Sabitino (8 rebounds, steal,
blocked shot) added seven of his 11
points, which led to a 28-25 Westfield
edge at halftime.

A scoring seesaw act began in the
third quarter. The Blue Devils ex-
tended their lead to 38-31 with 1:07
left but the Warriors hit seven unan-
swered points in less than a minute to
tie the score then DiIorio sank a free
throw to end the quarter 39-38.

The Warriors got on the heavier
side of the seesaw to grab a 46-43
lead with 4:10 remaining in the game
but Lessner and DiIorio worked their
magic. Lessner rolled in a lay-up and
followed with a 3-pointer on DiIorio’s
assist.

“It wasn’t anything special. I got an
open look. Tony made that one good
pass for the three. I was fortunate to
knock it down (score),” Lessner said.

After pulling two offensive re-
bounds in a row, DiIorio followed up
with a lay-up then Lessner and
Sabitino each hit 2-for-2 from the
line to push the score to 54-46. Jared
Rogers (4 assists) and DiIorio added
a free throw for the finale.

“In the first half, we were getting
our looks. Some of them weren’t fall-
ing. We adjusted to the way they were
playing us in the second half and I
think that’s what turned the game
around,” said Sheehan. “We came out
on top. We did what we had to do.”

“It’s the best feeling. Going out on
top! I would not have wanted it any
other way,” said Lessner.

“We proved at the end of the year,
had we not been in the Watchung
Conference and Union County that
we could have done some special
things but we are not unhappy with
the way we played this year,” Sheehan
said.

“It’s great to win your last game.
We had it in football too. It’s a great
feeling,” DiIorio said.
Watchung Hills 10 15 13 12 50
Westfield 11 17 11 17 56

And that was merely the begin-
ning. Not quite 101 seconds after the
start of the 200 freestyle, Chris
DeLaFuente’s year-long chase of the
school’s 21-year-old record in the
event finally ended, when the Penn-
bound senior hit the wall in 1:40.92,
taking nearly two full seconds off
Chris McFadden’s old mark of
1:42.54. And the other four scorers in
the events – WHS’s Max (18th birth-
day boy) Blum and John Taylor, and
Mo’town’s Tyler Poling and Nick
Hedge – all turned in best times.

It was a doubly emotional win for
DeLaFuente, whose father Rich had
died two weeks before the season, but
who had made it known he was hop-
ing Chris would get that record this
year. “DeLa” had been coming up
fractions of a second short of the
mark for the last month.

“I wanted to get for myself, but also
for my dad,” he said. “I’m so happy
he was always there for me. I couldn’t
have done it without him.”

The Colonials went 1-2 in the 200-
individual medley, but WHS was close
behind, with Matt Morgan (2:01.36)
and Paulan (2:01.50) both hitting life-
time bests, and Zhang (2:02.62) close
behind. Tom Long won the 50 free for
Mo’town in 21.95, but WHS went 2-
3-4 with lifetime bests from Lorentzen
(22.28), Nick Boyle (22.61) and Mike
Oster (22.99) and led 35-27 at the
break.

The best times continued in the
100 butterfly when DeLaFuente got
his second school record with a
51.42, taking out Seth (Stubby)
Burstein’s 10-year-old mark, and
Paulan (53.26, No. 7 all-time, ahead
of McFadden and ’60s legend Harvey
Gerber) and Boyle (54.30, No. 11
all-time, tied with James Morgan,
Matt’s uncle).

Anybody who thought the fast times
might tail off as the WHS lead upped
to 48-30 would’ve been dead wrong.
Meserole (47.98) and Lorentzen
(48.41) turned in the fourth and ninth
fastest times ever at WHS to go 1-2 in
the 100 against Mo’town’s Long and
Sittman. A 1-2 by Poling and Hedge in
the 500 got Morristown within 63-47,
but the meet basically ended in the
next event, when WHS went 1-2 in the
200-freestyle relay. The ‘A’ team of
Lorentzen, Blum, Mike Oster and
DeLaFuente clocked 1:31.05, while
Zhang, Morgan, Chris Joyce and Boyle
were close behind at 1:32.48.

In a matchup of two of the state’s top
backstrokers, Mo’town’s Jeff Gomez
(52.36) won out over Meserole (52.79),
but Westfield got those points back
immediately when Morgan completed
the best day of his swimming life with
a 1:01.19 to win the 100 breast. The
time was the fourth fastest in WHS

history, surpassing ’68 Olympian Dave
Perkowski and guys like Matt
Vidovich, Cliff Haldeman and Bill
McMeekan on the Top 15 List.

With a former Marine as their
coach, the Blue Devils did not take
their foot off the peddle, winning the
final 400-freestyle relay in 3:16.91,
the sixth best time ever at WHS.
DeLaFuente, Blum, Paulan and
Meserole comprised that unit.

“Going undefeated feels great,”
Paulan said. “We knew we were the
team everybody would be gunning
for this year. We treated every meet as
a new experience. As soon as we won
one meet we let it go and started
thinking about the next meet.”

When your schedule includes
Bridgewater-Raritan, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, St. Joseph, the
Lawrenceville School and Christian
Brothers Academy during the regular
season, there’s definitely not much
time to gloat about any wins.

“Our goals coming into the season
were to be state champs and go for the
school record in power points, and
we did both,” said Morgan, the fifth
member of his family to be a WHS
captain. “We never let up. We worked
hard for this every day.”

“Winning states is always fun,”
DeLaFuente said. “And winning it as a
senior and captain is even more satisfy-
ing. Words can’t even explain it.”

STATE PUBLIC A FINAL
WHS 101, MORRISTOWN 69

200 medley relay: 1. W (Matt Meserole,
Larry Zhang, Evan Paulan, Jack
Lorentzen) 1:37.97, 2. M 1:38.34, 3. W
1:42.26.
200 free: 1. Chris DeLaFuente (W)
1:40.92 (school record), 2. Poling (M)
1:48.01, 3. Blum (W) 1:49.12, 4. Hedge
(M) 1:49.43, 5. Taylor (W) 1:52.32.
200 IM: 1. Jeff Gomez (M) 1:59.49, 2. J.
Sittman (M) 2:00.34, 3. Morgan (W)
2:01.36, 4. Paulan (W) 2:01.50, 5. Zhang
(W) 2:02.62.
50 free: 1. Tom Long (M) 21.95, 2.
Lorentzen (W) 22.28, 3. Boyle (W) 22.61,
4. Oster (W) 22.99, 5. Tofield (M) 23.65.
100 fly: 1. DeLaFuente (W) 51.42 (school
record), 2. Paulan (W) 53.26, 3. Boyle
(W) 54.30, 4. Swift (M) 56.18, 5. K. Sittman
(M) 58.09.
100 free: 1. Meserole (W) 47.98, 2.
Lorentzen (W) 48.41, 3. Long (M) 49.93,
4. J. Sittman (M) 50.04, 5. Oster (W)
50.53.
500 free: 1. Tyler Poling (M) 4:53.14, 2.
Hedge (M) 4:59.06, 3. Blum (W0 5:05.68,
4. Swift (M) 5:10.63, 5. Taylor (W) 5:15.74.
200 free relay:201. W (Lorentzen, Blum,
Mike Oster, DeLaFuente) 1:31.05, 2. W
1:32.48, 3. M 1:33.32.
100 back: 1. Gomez (M) 52.36, 2.
Meserole (W) 52.79, 3. Cox (M) 57.09, 4.
K. Sittman (M) 57.62, 5. Lo (W) 59.85.
100 breast: 1. Matt Morgan (W) 1:01.19,
2. Villhauer (M) 1:02.32, 3. Zhang (W)
1:02.92, 4. Joyce (W) 1:06.47, 5. Knapp
(M) 1:08.00.
400 free relay: 1. W (DeLaFuente, Blum,
Paulan, Meserole) 3:16.91, 2. M 3:28.88,
3. W 3:30.23.

The First Name in Fine Properties 

431 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ 07901 (908)277-1398 

www.LoisSchneiderRealtor.com

111 Prospect St. WESTFIELD. $599,000 and up.    
Luxury condominiums with elegant European styling for 
the sophisticated  ‘over 55’ buyer in the heart of down-
town, near fine shops, dining and NYC trains. Amenities 
include lobby elevator, concierge, secured entry, under-
ground parking for the ultimate in  cosmopolitan living.   
2 beds, 2.1 baths. E. Broad to Prospect St.  

OPEN HOUSE
THIS SUNDAY 1-4PM 

The Savannah 

Devil Boys Grab 22nd State Swim Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSELY GUARDING A WARRIOR…Blue Devil Chris Sheehan, right, closely guards Warrior guard Jesse Ross, No. 3.
Sheehan also had six rebounds, three assists and eight points.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000

WESTFIELD WYCHWOOD GEM $889,000

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/8  1-5PM $899,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious
amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace,
sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases
add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the
hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops,
pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

This 1994 spectacular Center Hall Colonial on a large corner property featuring 12 spacious
rooms, including a 4 Room In-Law Suite with a full bath, 4 additional Bedrooms, 2.5
additional Baths including a large Master Bedroom Suite - total of 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths.
2 Story Foyer, huge Eat-In-Kitchen, adjacent Family Room with wood burning fireplace,
Formal Dining Room, fully carpeted basement, garage, deck, Koi Pond, romantic covered
swing, fully fenced yard with spectacular landscaping. Excellent schools; close to mass
transit to NYC. Directions: Central to Pearl to Boynton to TwinOaks to Evergreen to
Azalea #41. MLS # 2647747

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/8  1-5PM $399,900
This 3 BR 1.5 Bath Colonial is warm and inviting. Walking through the front door you will
enter the enclosed porch where you can enjoy relaxing afternoons and evenings. The porch
leads to the Living Room, Formal Dining Room and into the renovated country Eat-In-
Kitchen with top-of-the-line stainless steel appliances, granite countertops, with maple
cabinetry and ceramic tile floor. An updated Powder Room and Bedroom complete the first
floor. Upstairs you will fine 2 Bedrooms, Full Bath and an office/nursery. There is a full,
unfinished basement waiting for your finishing touches. Directions: South Ave or West
Broad to Hetfield #1160. MLS # 2647489

This Center Hall Colonial gem radiates character throughout, tastefully marrying classic old
world charm with quality modern amenities. The cheerful Living Room boasts hardwood
floors, wood burning fireplace and bay window overlooking the professionally landscaped
front yard. The gracious Dining Room will accommodate all of your entertaining. The Family
Room showcases a custom wall of built-ins, petite-parquet hardwood floor and a bay window
overlooking the newly landscaped yard and traced patio. The inviting gourmet kitchen has
hardwood floors and adjoins the sunny breakfast room with 3 pantry closets, vaulted and
beamed ceiling, hardwood floors and access to the patio and fenced yard. The second level
offers 3 spacious bedrooms, hardwood floors and abundant closet space and built-ins. Located
on a private corner lot in the heart of Wychwood just moments from schools, parks, NY
transportation and town. MLS # 2647631

SCOTCH PLAINS RANCH $789,000
Sprawling, one of a kind Ranch, set on a rise in a beautiful private setting of 1.8 acres.
This spacious home offers a unique floor plan featuring a grand Living Room which
overlooks both the front lawn and back perennial gardens, Formal Dining Room, Family
Room with knotty pine and brick walls, beamed ceiling and built-ins, oversized Eat-In-
Kitchen with center island and Corian counters. The wonderful sun drenched conservatory
overlooks an in-ground pool, gazebo and gardens. There are three Bedrooms and three
full Baths, finished basement with recreation room, circular driveway and a three car
attached garage. MLS # 2655127

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

See picture on Page 17


