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Christopher Capone and Miss Meghan Offer

Miss Meghan Offer
To Wed Christopher Capone
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Offer, III of

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. have announced
the engagement of their daughter, Miss
Meghan Offer, to Christopher Capone.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. James J.
Capone of Westfield.

The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Immaculate Heart Academy in the
Township of Washington. She received
her Bachelor of Science degree in Phar-
maceutical Marketing from Saint
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia,
Pa. and in 2005 was awarded her Juris
Doctorate from Rutgers University
School of Law in Newark. Miss Offer
currently is an attorney in the Labor

and Employment Group of the law
firm Reed Smith, LLP in Princeton.

The future bridegroom is a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School. He re-
ceived both his Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Government and his Master of
Arts degree in Social Studies from
Connecticut College in New London,
Conn. In 2005 he earned his Juris
Doctorate from Rutgers University
School of Law in Newark. Mr. Capone
presently is an attorney in the Labor
and Employment and Commercial
Litigation Group of the law firm Lum,
Drasco and Positan, LLC in Roseland.

An April 2009 wedding is planned.

Richard Harris Cohen and Ms. Lauren Marissa Hedbavny

Richard H. Cohen to Wed
Ms. Lauren M. Hedbavny

The Honorable Carol I. Cohen of
Westfield and Dr. Burton Cohen of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their son, Richard
Harris Cohen, to Ms. Lauren Marissa
Hedbavny. She is the daughter of
Charles Hedbavny of Tenafly and
the late Paula Hedbavny.

The future bridegroom was raised
in Westfield, graduating from
Westfield High School in 1996. He
was awarded his Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology from Syracuse

University in Syracuse, N.Y. in 2000.
Mr. Cohen is the owner of Team 8
Management, a music management
company located in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Raised in Tenafly, the bride-to-be
graduated from Tenafly High School
in 1999 and received her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Sociology from
Douglass College in New Brunswick
in 2003. She obtained her Master of
Social Work degree from Fordham
University in New York City in 2007.
Ms. Hedbavny is employed as a so-
cial worker at Metropolitan Hospital
in New York City.

The couple presently resides in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn, N.Y. A fall
wedding is planned.

Library Friends to Honor
Letty Hudak With Award

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will
honor Letty S. Hudak with its Gaston
Award on Sunday, March 8, at 2 p.m.
This annual award was created in
memory of Kenneth S. Gaston, a
past member and president of the
library board of trustees.

A Westfield resident, Mrs. Hudak
will be recognized for having
demonstrated a sincere interest in
the Westfield Memorial Library and
for her support of the library’s
activities. She has been a member of
the Friends board since 1997 and
presently chairs the committee for
the Books-on-Wheels program,

which delivers library books to
homebound Westfield residents.

Her other interests include the
Westfield Community Players, of
which she currently is president; the
Westfield Historical Society, the Rake
and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
and Soroptimist International of the
Greater Westfield Area.

Following the award presentation,
harpist Merynda Adams will
perform. Ms. Adams has been the
principal harpist of The Orchestra at
William Paterson University and has
performed frequently on the Lyrica
Concert Series. In addition to an
active teaching studio, she is an
Affiliate Artist Teacher at Drew
University and has been an instructor
of harp at Seton Hall University.

The program is open to the public
and will take place in the Community
Room of the Westfield Memorial
Library, located at 550 East Broad
Street. For information on library
programs, call (908) 789-4090,
access wmlnj.org or stop by the
library for a copy of its quarterly
newsletter.

Chelsea Invites Public
To March Activities

FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood assisted living residence,
located at 295 South Avenue, will
present two free events for members
of the community during March.

Professional organizer and author
Jamie Novak will bring her humor to
a motivational workshop on Thurs-
day, March 12, at 7 p.m. This pro-
gram is designed to help attendees
get started on their spring cleaning.

On Tuesday, March 24, the award-
winning Moonglowers of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School will
present an evening of jazz starting at
7 p.m. Refreshments will be served.

To respond for either event, call
(908) 654-5200.

Nieporents Welcome
Daughter, Elana

David and Linda Nieporent of
Fanwood have announced the birth
of their daughter, Elana Rebecca
Nieporent, on Saturday, February
7, at 6:36 p.m. at Somerset Medical
Center in Somerville.

Elana weighed 7 pounds and 2
ounces and measured 19¼ inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandmother
is Mary Jeney of Clark. Richard
Nieporent of Columbia, Md. is her
paternal grandfather.

Elana’s paternal great-grand-
mother is Ida Nieporent of New
York City.

Professor to Discuss
‘Hollywood on Hudson’

WESTFIELD – Richard Koszarski,
an associate professor of English and
Film Studies at Rutgers University, will
discuss his book “Hollywood on the
Hudson: Film and Television in New
York from Griffith to Sarnoff” on Thurs-
day, March 12, at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

“Hollywood on the Hudson” de-
tails the development, rise and rela-
tive decline of the film industry be-
fore it was “Hollywood,” in the New
York/New Jersey area.

Professor Koszarski argues that
while the movie factories may even-
tually have migrated to Los Angeles,
a huge amount of film talent and
administration stayed in New York.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. This
program is open to MURAL and
Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 4140.

Liam’s Room Softball Event
Is Scheduled For March 28

WESTFIELD – Liam’s Room,
Inc. has announced that its second
annual softball event will take place
on Saturday, March 28, at Tamaques
Park, located on Lamberts Mill Road
in Westfield.

Open to boys and girls in grades 3
to 8, this community event is held to
raise funds for Liam’s Room, a not-
for-profit organization founded by
Peter and Lisa McNamara of
Westfield in memory of their son,
Liam. All families are welcome.

Food, games and entertainment
will be available. Pre-registration is
required, with a fee of $25 per
player. Softball players will receive
a team shirt and hat.

Additionally, a “Home Run
Derby” will be held for children
and adults. Participants will have
an opportunity to try to hit as many
home runs as they can before get-
ting five outs and to compete for
prizes. Pre-registration and a $20
fee for each at bat also are required.

Check in will begin at noon; games

will begin at approximately 1 p.m.
The rain date is Sunday, March 29.

The goal of Liam’s Room is to
provide pediatric palliative care in
area hospitals, including the cre-
ation of inpatient rooms for fami-
lies whose children have been diag-
nosed with a chronic, potentially
life-limiting illness.

These rooms will be equipped
with all of the ideal amenities of a
child’s room, plus a comforting en-
vironment for the entire family. In
addition, Liam’s Room seeks to as-
sist in providing the necessary re-
sources to help families in navigat-
ing their child’s care.

Liam’s Room currently works
with Overlook Hospital in Summit
as the first location, and hopes that
it will be the model for other sites.
For more information about Liam’s
Room or the softball event, contact
lisa@liamsroom.org.

Pre-registration for the softball
event can be done online by visiting
liamsroom.org.

Golden Agers Plan
Hunterdon Hills Visit
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Golden Agers Club will visit
the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on
Thursday, April 16, for a performance
of the play Over the River and
Through the Woods and a luncheon.

The $69 ticket price includes the
show, luncheon and bus ride from the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains. The bus will leave at
10 a.m. On the menu will be Yankee
pot roast, stuffed breast of chicken,
catch of the day, baked ham with fruit
glaze and shrimp and scallops, plus
accompaniments and a dessert table.
All are welcome.

For trip details, call Jean DeTore at
(908) 889-4121 or Mary De Jesso at
(908) 654-4512. Club information is
available by calling Marge Van Duyne
at (908) 889-4631.

St. Bart’s Fish Fry
Set For March 13

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will hold a fish fry
dinner on Friday, March 13, from 6 to
9 p.m. The dinner will take place in
the school auditorium, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Participants are invited to bring their
own beverages and desserts. Tickets
for the dinner, which are available at
the rectory, are $12 each for adults and
$8 each for children age 10 and under.

For ticket or event information, e-
mail rdebonis@comcast.net or
pvignola@yahoo.com, or call the St.
Bartholomew the Apostle rectory at
(908) 322-5192.
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42nd ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST
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Westfield High School
Rahway Ave. corner Dorian Rd.
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Community Access Unlimited
Receives Highest Accreditation

ELIZABETH – The Commission
on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Fa-
cilities (CARF) has awarded Com-
munity Access Unlimited (CAU) a
three-year accreditation, the highest
accreditation possible, for the fol-
lowing programs: Cranford, Elm,
Hillside 1, Hillside 2, Hillside 3,
Joelle, Stiles (formerly called
Lafayette), Linden, New Providence,
Plainfield, Roselle 1, Roselle 2,
Roselle 3, Summer, Summit,
Westminster, Top Youth Shelter, ECS-
Roselle, ECS-Hillside, DD Day Pro-
gram and its Employment Services
Program. This is the second accredi-
tation CAU has received from the
international accrediting commission.

The three-year CARF accredita-
tion is bestowed upon programs that
demonstrate that their persons served
benefit from the services provided.
An organization receiving a three-
year accreditation has undergone a
rigorous peer review process and has
demonstrated to a team of surveyors
during on-site visits that it has con-

formed and is committed to CARF’s
accreditation conditions and stan-
dards. There are more than 1,200
standards an organization is measured
against. Further, CAU was com-
mended in its quest for quality pro-
grams and services.

CAU is a nonprofit organization
with its main office at 80 West Grand
Street in Elizabeth. It has provided a
wide range of services to people with
developmental disabilities, as well as
at-risk youth, individually designed
for each member, throughout Union
County since 1979.

CARF is an independent, not-for-
profit accrediting body, the mission of
which is to promote the quality, value
and optimal outcomes of services
throughout a consultative accredita-
tion process that centers on enhancing
the lives of persons served. CARF was
founded in 1966, and its accrediting
body establishes consumer-focused
standards to help organizations mea-
sure and improve the quality of their
programs and services.

HEART WARMING…Students Alicia Goff and Andrew Young of Brunner
School in Scotch Plains display the heart-shaped cake that they baked and
decorated with their classmates for their guests.

Consignment Sale to Feature
Merchandise For Children

AREA – The 25th Anniversary
Mothers’ Center Kids Stuff Consign-
ment Sale will be held on Friday and
Saturday, March 20 and March 21,
at the Casano Community Center,
located at 314 Chestnut Street in
Roselle Park.

This is the second time the sale will
be held at this site, situated a few
blocks off of Westfield Avenue and
near Garden State Parkway Exits 137
and 138. Sale hours will be 7:30 to 9
p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. to noon and
1 to 3 p.m. on Saturday.

The sale will feature gently used
children’s spring and summer cloth-
ing in sizes from newborn to children’s
12. Additional merchandise will in-
clude children’s toys, videos and
books, sports equipment and bicycles,
strollers and other baby equipment.

Individuals interested in consign-

ing are asked to visit westfieldnj.com/
mccnj or to leave a detailed message
at the Mothers’ Center by calling (908)
561-1751. Participants get to keep 50
percent of the total sold and the other
50 percent is a tax-deductible dona-
tion to the Mothers’ Center.

Proceeds will benefit the Mothers’
Center of Central New Jersey, a non-
profit, non-sectarian organization that
provides friendship, education, out-
reach and support for all parents across
Central New Jersey.

Now in its 30th year, the group
offers daytime and evening discus-
sion and craft groups, book clubs,
morning and afternoon playgroups
and special events. New members are
welcome at any time.

For more information, call (908)
561-1751 or visit the Mothers’ Cen-
ter website: westfieldnj.com/mccnj.

BACK IN THE DAY…Second graders at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield
recently experienced what it would be like to live, work and play back in pioneer
days, as part of the Journey Back in Time Traveling Museum program. Students
participated in activities like panning for gold, pumping water, beading jewelry
and churning butter. Pictured is Jasper Lemberg scrubbing clothes on an
authentic washboard, while classmate Sarah Laide watches with anticipation.

Garage Sale to Aid
Autism-New Jersey
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s

Club of Westfield is planning a
garage sale for Saturday, April 4,
to benefit “Autism-New Jersey.”

It will take place from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. at the Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School sports field, 301 Clark
Street near Tuttle Parkway in
Westfield. The public is invited,
and donations of merchandise will
be accepted for sale. For more
details, call (908) 233-2339.

Program on Wolves
To Be Held March 13
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Shet-

land Sheepdog Club of Northern
New Jersey will have Vinnie Reo of
Wolf Visions present “Wolf Educa-
tion Program With Our Lupine
Friends” on Friday, March 13, at
7:30 p.m. at the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion on this program, call (908) 232-
5678. Information on the Shetland
Sheepdog Club of Northern New Jer-
sey is available at sscnj.org.

Volunteers Needed
For Tax Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ameri-
can Association of Retired Persons
(AARP)/IRS free tax preparation
program needs volunteers to wel-
come clients and assist them in fill-
ing out entrance paperwork and or-
ganizing their tax documents for
counselors who do the tax returns.

For information, interested per-
sons are asked to call Ed Evans at
the Scotch Plains Public Library at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 208.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains.


