
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 5, 2009 Page 5

Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue 

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

camper to counselor

 Gain valuable work and leadership skills while 

OPEN HOUSE

Leader in Training Program

Wednesday, March 11 

7:00 p.m. at the JCC of 

Central New Jersey

For more information, contact Mallory Saks, 

Learn About Camp Yachad’s 

Great Summertime 

Experience for Teens Entering 

9th Grade in September 2009

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

This Is Westfield 200937th Annual Edition

Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

The Westfield Memorial Library presents

Hollywood on the Hudson:  

Film and Television in New York     

from Griffith to Sarnoff  

Thursday,

March 12

7:00 pm 

Richard Koszarski, author 
of Hollywood on the  
Hudson and Associate 
Professor of English and 
Film Studies at Rutgers 
University, will discuss his 
book. Talk will include 
film clips.

Program open to Westfield Memorial Library and 
MURAL cardholders.  Register on the library website 
at www.wmlnj.org and click on Calendar, or call 

908.789.4090 x 4140.
550 E. Broad Street Westfield, NJ 07090

Westfield School Superintendent
Writes to Parents on Redistricting

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
all parents in the Westfield Public Schools
and copied to The Westfield Leader.

*****
On Tuesday, February 24, the Westfield

Board of Education approved my recom-
mendation for the change in the interme-
diate school attendance zone in order to
provide comparable educational oppor-
tunities to all Westfield students. To re-
lieve the overcrowding at Roosevelt, the
new attendance zone will be implemented
in September 2009.

Washington families in the new atten-
dance zone with incoming sixth graders
in September will soon be receiving in-
formation from Edison Intermediate

School regarding welcoming activities,
including social events, orientation pro-
grams, school tours, and meetings with
teachers and guidance counselors.

Intermediate school is a time of change,
when students are challenged to be criti-
cal thinkers, where friendships are broad-
ened, and where the scope of community
expands beyond the threshold of the el-
ementary school. Please be assured that
our caring and skilled staff members will
draw on their expertise to make the tran-
sition to intermediate school a successful
one for all the children under their care.

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Westfield Schools

Could Happen to Anyone of Us In the
Future; This Is Very Scary

Roosevelt Is Overcrowded;
Redistrict the Middle Schools

If the families of Washington School
succeed in their plans to prevent or delay
the redistricting of middle school stu-
dents, they will have achieved a Pyrrhic
victory. A visit to Roosevelt School will
reveal that it is overcrowded by every
measure.

Whether there are 29 or 25 students in
a regular classroom makes no difference;
the common areas – the cafeteria, the
gymnasium, the auditorium, the library,
the nurse’s office, the hallways and
restrooms have been inadequate for the
student population for several years.

The streets around Roosevelt are
clogged with traffic at opening and dis-
missal, creating a pollution and safety
issue. It is difficult to see how teachers
can adequately grade papers and tests,

check homework, counsel students or
consult with parents when they are teach-
ing more that 130 students per day. In
addition, the number of students per guid-
ance counselor has been increasing over
the years, which is especially trouble-
some since the position of the Student
Assistance Counselor has been eliminated.

The most cost-effective way to allevi-
ate overcrowding at Roosevelt is to redis-
trict the middle schools. The most logical
students to move are those who are driven
or bused to school on a daily basis. I ask
the BOE to redistrict the middle schools
and avoid unnecessary tax increases to
Westfield’s homeowners.

Christine Mason
Westfield

Fine Arts in Westfield Builds
Confidence and Deserves Support

Redistricting Plan Creates ‘A Land of
Have and Have Not’

Letters to the Editor

As the father of four children sched-
uled for redistricting, it would be very
easy for me to be emotional on the subject
and play into the perceived stereotype of
affected parent. Fortunately, however, I
am able to make education decisions based
on each child’s needs and can therefore
take an objective view of Dr. Dolan’s
proposed redistricting plan. Let me be
very clear – I strongly urge you to reject
this proposal. It will tear at the very fabric
of a close-knit community, forever alter-

ing the landscape of the Washington
school district in creating a land of have
and have not.

I struggle to see the logic in sacrificing
21 students to remedy a long-standing,
district-wide issue. We did not get here
overnight. Though you maintain that other
plans have been considered, the facts
simply do not support that contention.
This proposed decision was thrust upon
the community in very hasty fashion,
with little opportunity for dialogue. Ad-
ditionally, the distinct lack of transpar-
ency in the process did nothing to engen-
der confidence in that very process. At a
time when we are calling for transparency
at the very highest levels of government
in the United States, this strikes me as
very odd and rightly or wrongly, suggests
there is something to hide.

I think all can agree shoe-horning less
than 1 percent of the student population
into a solution simply because the num-
bers work today is not a sustainable solu-
tion. Dr. Dolan has failed to demonstrate
the benefit of the proposed plan and in
fact has been unable to support many of
her benefit assertions based on fact. This
is a systemic problem that requires cre-
ative thinking and bold leadership, and
we as a community, are looking to you,
the Board of Education, to assume that
role in voting against the proposed redis-
tricting plan.

Edward Brown
Westfield

I am writing in support of the excellent
Fine Arts Department that is such an
important part of the Westfield Public
Schools. The Fine Arts Department is an
extremely valuable part of our children’s’
education but also benefits the residents
of our town.

All one has to do is attend one of the
many choral or instrumental concerts
performed by our students or walk through
town during Youth Art month in March
and view the works on display in the shop
windows to experience the talent that this
program hones. The confidence instilled
in our children at every grade level is
evident in their work. Please take advan-
tage of this time of year and try to attend
one or all of the following musical perfor-
mances:

“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dream Coat” at Roosevelt Intermediate
School on March 6, 7 and 8.

“Kiss Me Kate” at Westfield High
School on March 12, 13 and 14.

“Annie” at Edison Intermediate School
on March 19, 20 and 21.

These are just a few of the many rea-
sons that I encourage our community to
support the Westfield Public Schools in
all ways. As a parent of children who have
been directly involved in the Fine Arts
programs, I have witnessed the success of
our school district and our children, and I
support the continuation of these pro-
grams for generations to come.

Rose Hughes
Westfield

After listening on TV 36 and reading
the letters to the editor in The Westfield
Leader, I feel compelled to give an opin-
ion on the subject of the Washington
school redistricting. Instead of making
the affected parents part of the process,
they were not listened to at all.

This vote shows that the school board
has no regard for the parents (aka taxpay-
ers) in this district. Plus, there is no regard
for the 21 children being affected by this
decision. When it was pointed out so
eloquently by Mr. Kanta at the last board
meeting that the numbers for student en-
rollment made no sense, the board should
have waited to vote, and then made sure
that the numbers they were using were
correct.

If the affected parents were part of the
process, with “transparency” from Dr.
Dolan and the school board, then the vote
would at least seem fair. For the record, I
am a south side of town parent and so my
kids aren’t in the affected zone. However,
the board and Dr. Dolan need to explain to
the parents in this district why the vote
was rushed without regard to the affected
parents input.

This vote was not only sad for the 21
affected students and their families, but
for all of us who have students enrolled in
Westfield schools. Keep in mind this could
happen to anyone of us in the future, this
to me is very scary.

Ellen Frey
Westfield

School Show Letter
Excluded Names

A letter to the editor about the Wash-
ington School Show [February 19] ex-
cluded some names. In the text of the first
paragraph, it should have read:

“Thank you to the parents of our gradu-
ating fifth graders: Cathy Hawkins; John
Hawkins; Kim Anderson; Glenn Ander-
son; Cindy Smith; Trish and Matt Felix,
Gloria Morello, Marjorie Brown, Lisa
Guan, Jenn Jaruzelski, Karen and Chris
Masciale, Eileen Stroud-Annitsakis,
Nikos Annitsakis, Anita Browne, Patrick
Browne, Janice and Jeff Bryk, Barb
Mackenzi, Fiona Byrne-Oberman,
Shelley and David Rothenberg, Susan
Stein, Jack Skowron and Craig Wicke.

We apologize for the oversight. Thank
you.

Heather Robinson
Westfield

It May Behoove Westfielders to
Follow the Lead of Our Children

I have lived in Westfield nearly all of
my life. I have lived on both sides of this
beautiful town. I am a product of our
spectacular school system, as are my hus-
band and my children. We have experi-
enced redistricting. We have also experi-
enced the subtle and often times not-so
subtle discrimination depending on which
side of town we resided.

An example would be the gentleman
who feared his property value would go
down if his children had to attend Edison
rather than Roosevelt. We are one town,
and it is time we behaved that way. We are
one town, with one government, and one
Board of Education with one set of stan-
dards.

Redistricting is a fact of our life. Why?
Because Westfield is such a popular place
to raise children. I am grateful that I was
able to raise my children with the educa-
tion that they received.

When my daughter was in first grade,
there was a redistricting of the south side
elementary schools. It was suggested that

students from Jefferson be moved to
Tamaques, and then students from
Tamaques be moved to McKinley. From
the reaction of the parent population, you
would have thought that an axe murderer
was unleashed into our schools. There
was great wringing of hands and gnash-
ing of teeth.

My daughter was supposed to go to
Tamaques, but the quiet dignity of the
McKinley School parents won me over. I
knew that the redistricting was essential
for the students at Jefferson. I asked spe-
cial permission for my children to attend
McKinley School for nine years com-
bined.

Once the redistricting took place, and
the students settled into their new schools
there was not one letter to the editor of
The Westfield Leader indicating that the
redistricting was a disaster. The students
(and the parents too) managed to adapt
nicely. Kids have a funny way of doing
that. The students that were in that wave
of redistricting graduated from high school
between 1999 and 2005. I have not seen
any clear indications that these students
suffered any short term or long lasting
deficits as a result.

The reality is that moving into middle
school is a little scary for all students.
When my daughter started at Edison,
none of her friends were on her team. It
was as if she was in a different school
altogether. But being away from her es-
tablished friends during the course of the
school day afforded her the opportunity
to make even more friends! To this day,
she is still friends with some of her el-
ementary school chums, but she was able
to expand that group of friends even fur-
ther.

In the end, all of the students are co-
located together in the high school. As the
students progress through high school,
the whole north side/south side mentality
melts away as they become a “class.”

It may behoove Westfielders to follow
the lead of our children and transition
from a fractured set of sides dictated by
railroad tracks, to a united town where it
is widely recognized that our school sys-
tem has equal and abundant high quality
resources no matter what door the student
steps through.

Laura Ciarrocca
Westfield

Jeff Gruman Joins the Newspaper,
Fred Lecomte Retires as Sales Mngr.
Fred Lecomte, sales manager for

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plain-Fanwood Times re-
tired last week after a de-
cade of great service with
the newspaper. Fred is well
liked throughout the com-
munity and is also known
for his sports reporting and
photography. Fred is a
good friend and we will
miss him. Fred will report
sports and provide market-
ing consulting at his lei-
sure. He can be reached by
e-mail: flecomte@goleader.com.

Jeff Gruman has joined the news-
paper as sales manager. He has exten-

sive experience in sales and market-
ing to assist our customers. Jeff and

his wife Karen know the
area well. They are from
Westfield where they
raised their two daughters.
I’m sure you’ll enjoy work-
ing with Jeff. He can be
reached by e-mail:
sales@goleader.com, or
call (908) 232-4407.

We wish Fred and his
wife Barbara a rich retire-
ment and look forward to
having Jeff on the team.

Horace Corbin
Publisher

Jeff Gruman

Most Interesting Area
Event in 100 Years?
The theme for This Is Westfield 2009

will be “A Look at 100 Years of Local
History Online.” You are invited to be
part of this by providing your proposal
for the most interesting thing that hap-
pened in the area over the last 100 years.
The source for recommendations is the
100 years of The Westfield Leader ar-
chives dating back to 1907 and recently
put online. Scotch Plains and Fanwood
residents are also invited to submit their
recommendations from the online ar-
chives of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times dating back to 1963.

The newspaper archives are avail-
able at goleader.com/archives in coop-
eration with the Westfield Memorial
Library (wmlnj.org) and the joint pro-
duction of the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains libraries (thejointlibrary.org).
Explore your favorite decade then e-
mail the date of the edition, page num-
ber and title of the article to
editor@goleader.com.

Join us in this history adventure trip
by submitting your archival recommen-
dations by the end of March. This Is
Westfield will be published in May.


