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Westfield BOE Pres.;
“Impossible to Ask...”
In response to the school board’s pro-

posal to erect a new grade school on the
Kimball Avenue school property to alle-
viate overcrowding at schools on the
north side, Westfield Board of Educa-
tion President A.M. Lamberton said to
The Westfield Leader, “It is impossible
to ask small children to travel from one
side of the town to the other to attend
classes, and even if it were, there are not
enough available rooms in all the schools
to take care of the problem.”

January 14, 1982

Westfield Supr. Seeks
Plan for Edison

The recommendations, which were
termed short-term objectives for the
1982-83 school year, were character-
ized as providing a “solid foundation”
by Superintendent of Schools Laurence
F. Greene. Greene added that they were
also an attempt to resolve the inequality
in some offerings between the two jun-
ior highs — Roosevelt and Edison —
caused by declining enrollment at
Edison.

Administrators were asked to make
recommendations keeping in mind de-
clining enrollment, scheduling and edu-
cational excellence. Criteria were that
the proposals be educationally sound
and logistically possible.

*****
See 100 years of archives online at

www.goleader.com/archives

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Schnorrer – A beggar
2. Hamirostrate – Hook-beaked
3. Toper – A drunkard
4. Rouke – To squat

ROUN
1. Grief, sorrow
2. To coil or wind round
3. To rub thoroughly
4. To whisper

TRANSMOGRIFY
1. To rapidly change in density; solidi-

fying
2. Toss; pelt with rocks
3. To transform completely, especially

in the grotesque manner
4. To separate or pass through

SURN
1. The hawk owl
2. Relating to pigs; swine
3. Wild strawberries
4. To ridicule; prod

ASCIAN
1. Harsh in taste, acrid
2. A person who casts no shadow at

noon
3. A short, thick stick of wood used as

a weapon
4. Roily; muddy; filthy

Mountainside Resident Gets Ticket
While Donating to WF’s Hope Chest

Former Colleagues Express Support
For Paul Fishman As U.S. Attorney

WHS Boys Swim Team,
Thanks for Memories
On behalf of the 2009 State Champions

Westfield Blue Devil Boys Swim Team,
we would like to express our appreciation
to all the people who organized the parade
that welcomed us back when we returned
from our championship meet on Satur-
day, February 28.

The Westfield Fire Department and
Police Department did an outstanding job
escorting the team bus and the 40 plus
carloads of jubilant family, friends and
swim alumni back through town and to
the high school. Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, along
with Ginny Leiz, Alice Hunnicutt and
Richard Solomon of the Board of Educa-
tion, met us there allowing us to gather
together and end our perfect day where it
had begun that morning at 10 a.m.

We are proud to bring our 22nd State
Championship trophy back to Westfield,
and are very grateful for the enthusiastic
support we received from everyone. It
will be a memory we will treasure for a
lifetime.

Max Blum, Chris DeLaFuente, Matt
Morgan, Evan Paulan; 2009 WHS

Boys Swim Team Captains

This Is Still a Democracy,
Vote to Replace the BOE

This past week [February 19] The
Westfield Leader ran an editorial ques-
tioning the selection of Paul Fishman to
be New Jersey’s next United States Attor-
ney. That opinion was apparently based
on a single case, Mr. Fishman’s represen-
tation of Carla Katz in a matter involving
whether her e-mails to Governor Corzine
should be subject to disclosure.

As former Assistant U.S. Attorneys
who have known Paul Fishman for more
than 20 years, we believe that the editorial
was misguided, especially because it ig-
nored Mr. Fishman’s career of public
service and dedication to the rule of law.
We are extremely proud that Senators
Frank Lautenberg and Robert Menendez
have selected him to be our next U.S.
Attorney.

Frankly, we can think of no person who
is better qualified. Paul is a graduate of
Princeton University and Harvard Law
School. He served for 11 years in the U.S.
Attorney’s Office as Chief of Narcotics,
Chief of the Criminal Division, and ulti-
mately, as First Assistant U.S. Attorney.
During his tenure, Paul supervised not
only the prosecutions of various corrupt
public officials, he also oversaw the in-
vestigations and prosecutions of robber-
ies, securities frauds and international
terrorism matters.

He earned a well-deserved reputation

as being dedicated and very aggressive,
but he also was someone who was very
fair. We thus know firsthand that Paul
Fishman possesses the highest moral char-
acter and integrity, and that he has a
wealth of experience as a federal prosecu-
tor and as a private practitioner, all of
which will serve him well as our U.S.
Attorney.

In the future, please understand that it
is usually a mistake to judge any lawyer
based on his representation of a single
individual. Paul Fishman has spent virtu-
ally his entire legal career serving the
citizens of New Jersey. To ignore that
selfless public service and to focus en-
tirely on a lawyer’s representation of
someone who others may dislike ignores
what we do as attorneys, which is to
represent people in need of legal advice
and representation.

We have no doubt that Paul Fishman
has the background, qualifications and
the willingness to serve the citizens of
New Jersey. He will be an excellent U.S.
Attorney. We thus wish to congratulate
our Senators on their recommendation of
Paul Fishman to serve as our next U.S.
Attorney.

Attorneys  John Lacey, Eric Tunis,
Robert Stahl and Robert Stewart of

Westfield
William Maderer of Scotch Plains

You make the call:
To pursue a redistricting plan that sepa-

rates 21 children, who have been class-
mates since kindergarten, from their
friends at the most delicate developmen-
tal time of their young lives as they enter
middle school.

To cite a three-year-old study and eight-
year-old efforts as the most current re-
search and reasoning used to make this
very important decision. To consciously
misrepresent the number of children to be
moved (41 then 33 when it was always
21) to gain support for the plan. To do this
while refusing to supply background in-
formation to the public despite numerous
requests. To cite numbers for projected
enrollment that are understood to be over-
stated and incorrect. To effectively rub
salt into the wound by mysteriously pub-
lishing two reports 24 hours before the
second vote on the proposal. To all the
while emote a disdain for the concerned
parents who pleaded for a chance to have
an open discussion and consider alterna-
tives. To never have identified or shared
the costs of busing related to this plan.

Does any of this sound like something
that was responsible, thoughtful or thor-
ough to you? The Westfield BOE and
Superintendent Dolan should be ashamed
of the manner with which they have ex-
ecuted this campaign which effectively
denied this town and all of its taxpayers of
their rights by railroading this ill-con-
ceived redistricting proposal through its
chambers. The February 24 BOE Meet-

ing culminated the most frustrating and
curious process I have ever observed in
my life.

More overtly deceitful than Bill
Clinton’s “I did not have sex with that
woman” or Rafael Palmiero’s waving of
his finger and denying steroid use. To
observe this circus as a taxpayer and a
parent who only moved to Westfield to
provide my children with a superior edu-
cational opportunity — it hurt me to my
core to watch as these elected officials,
acting more like a band of Keystone Cops
in concert with their ringleader Superin-
tendent Dolan, demeaned this process so
badly that I at times felt like I had been
transported to a communist bloc country.

I love democracy dearly and cringe
whenever I see it being denied individu-
als/groups and unfortunately that is how
I felt while observing this farce of a pro-
cess. Regardless of the fate of the litiga-
tion that will surely follow, the Town of
Westfield deserves much better service
and vision from its elected officials and
since this is still a democracy (last I
checked), I implore all of our residents to
use their voting rights to replace the cur-
rent BOE in its entirety over the next few
elections.

Please watch the replay of the February
3 and February 24 meetings on Channel 36
and make up your mind as to the compe-
tency of these officials. I am confident you
will come to a similar conclusion.

David Rothenberg
Westfield

WF Transplant Seeks
Info on 1939 Movie

In 1939, during the Phony War, when
there was no fighting on land in Europe,
a film was made in Westfield [formerly
the West Fields of Elizabeth].

Filming began in front of the Rialto
Theater. On a platform pulled by a truck
was a cameraman plus camera. The film
proceeds around Westfield. On Elm Street
and East Broad Street, appearing over
and over again is a boy of nine years. This
is me. I must [have] been a pest to the
cameraman.

This didn’t bother me. I was hamming
it up. This film must still exist, either at
your paper or the Westfield public li-
brary. I would like to obtain a copy. Can
you advise me how to go about it?

Carla Schissel
Atlanta, Ga.

I am going to attempt to keep this short.
This afternoon [last week], I was handed
a ticket for double parking on Prospect
Street, while trying to make a donation to
the Hope Chest, by officer 3079.

My first try to deliver the bag got a yell
from 3079 on the corner of Broad and
Prospect while directing traffic. So, I

moved on like he said.
I went around the block and came back

and waited for a spot with no luck. When
another car pulled up to do the same thing,
I decided to drive up the street and ask the
merchant who had come outside to help
this man to please take my bag since I
couldn’t find a parking spot.

With this, 3079 came down the street
and proceeded to write me a ticket for
stopping. I did not even get out of my car
so this took all of maybe 15 seconds for
her to grab my donation.

This woman who donates her time for
this beautiful cause and doesn’t even live
in Westfield was pleading to him to not
write the ticket. However, he proceeded.

I will continue to donate to the Hope
Chest. I am livid about this situation. I
have stopped shopping as frequently in
your town, which is a shame because I
have enjoyed doing so for over 25 years.

So, who wins? Certainly not Westfield.
We all know there is a time and place for
everything.

Hopefully, this man will grow to learn
this soon. I am sure many things get
overlooked that’s real life.

One day, someone he loves may need
the services of Hospice and then he too
will see what a beautiful service they
provide and will want to support them
even when it means double parking for a
couple of minutes.

I have never been so disappointed in
law enforcement in the Town of Westfield.

Denise Cirasa
Mountainside

Garwood BOE and the NJEA; What
About Scotch Plains-Fanwood?

Ordinarily, I would not comment on
the contract negotiations involving the
NJEA and Garwood Board of Education;
we have negotiations of our own taking
place here in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
However, if Garwood’s settlement and
its aftermath are any indicator, I can only
hope for a little more intellectual honesty
and candor on the part of our own district’s
BOE.

1. By any stretch, in the current envi-
ronment, Garwood’s settlement is gener-
ous. The devil here is indeed in the
givebacks; these were not reported on in
any depth.

2. To decry the power and greed of the
NJEA and yet ratify the contract negoti-
ated with it by an 8-1 margin demeans the
whole system. Far better for the Board to
state simply, “These are the consequences
of a strike or job action; we did not wish
to face them.” At that point a voter can
either agree or disagree through their vote
on the overall budget, and for individual
board members.

3. The NJEA is not intrinsically greedy;
in fighting for every last dime, it is simply
doing what a good union should be doing.
Until an entity is willing to take the con-
sequences of a job action (or the property
tax mechanism funding the system col-
lapses under its own weight) the union
will have the upper hand in negotiations –
not only because disruption would im-
pact negatively upon on education but
also (sadly) because housing values are

tied in with the perceived quality of a
school system.

4. Except to the extent that the NJEA
will try to use it as a template in negotia-
tions elsewhere, the settlement impacts
only Garwood. This is an important point
to remember when people speak of
regionalization as a potential way of
spreading costs: ironically, as districts
are fragmented so is union power to dis-
rupt them.

5. Attempts to limit voting on school
budgets to extraordinary funding needs
are currently stalled in the state legisla-
ture, but by no means dead. A failed
school budget gets everyone’s attention,
even though (as rules are currently drawn)
a “no” vote may still prove futile over the
short-term. It remains the only budget a
voter gets to vote on directly.

It is very true that much has to change
from the top down. Realistically, how-
ever, I can only deal with my piece of the
puzzle. My respect for our own BOE and
administration has grown over this year
as I have become more familiar with the
crosscurrents they must navigate in an
uncertain environment. They will keep
my respect if, at the end of our own
negotiating process, they can demonstrate
that whatever comes out of it was done
with the best interest of every taxpayer in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood in mind.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Racist Literature in
Fanwood, Disgraceful
Upon reading your February 26 article

[The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times] re-
garding the racist incident in Fanwood
(“Fanwood Mayor Attacks Org. over Lit-
erature”), I was both angered and grati-
fied. My anger was directed at the racist
organization masquerading as a league of
patriots. The actions of these individuals
were neither representative of rational
people nor patriotic in any sense of the
word. They are despicable cowards, lurk-
ing under the cover of darkness, seeking
to spread a hateful message.

I was gratified that Mayor Colleen Mahr
immediately stepped forward and spoke
up for all of us in Fanwood, regardless of
our race, publicly condemning and ex-
posing those who were to blame for being
the craven bigots that they are. Racism is
hurtful to our entire community, regard-
less of what skin pigmentation we happen
to have.

The racists deserve our denunciation.
Our mayor deserves our appreciation.

Bruce Walsh
Fanwood
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For more information, see
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Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With My Head Full of the Subject

This Sunday begins Daylight Saving Time. Re-
member to spring ahead one hour at 2 a.m. Countries
around the world have different policies and time
changes. It can be confusing and its energy savings
are controversial. One of the better justifications for
current energy policies and one of our favorite lines
– “Three or Four Hours After Midnight, With Our
Heads Full of the Subject” by Benjamin Franklin.

A uniform implementation of Daylight Saving
Time has eluded civilization, and controversy exists
whether it actually saves energy, as Benjamin
Franklin humorously suggested in a letter to The
Journal of Paris in 1784 – (Excerpts) “Messieurs,
You often entertain us with accounts of new discov-
eries. Permit me to communicate to the public,
through your paper, one that has lately been made
by myself, and which I conceive may be of great
utility…

I was the other evening in a grand company, where
the new lamp of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was
introduced, and much admired for its splendour; but
a general inquiry was made, whether the oil it
consumed was not in proportion to the light it
afforded, in which case there would be no saving in
the use of it…

I went home, and to bed, three or four hours after
midnight, with my head full of the subject. An acci-
dental sudden noise waked me about six in the
morning, when I was surprised to find my room filled
with light; and I imagined at first, that a number of
those lamps had been brought into it; but, rubbing
my eyes, I perceived the light came in at the win-
dows. I got up and looked out to see what might be
the occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising
above the horizon, from whence he poured his rays
plentifully into my chamber, my domestic having
negligently omitted, the preceding evening, to close
the shutters…

Your readers, who with me have never seen any
signs of sunshine before noon, and seldom regard
the astronomical part of the almanac, will be as
much astonished as I was, when they hear of his
rising so early; and especially when I assure them,
that he gives light as soon as he rises. I am convinced
of this. I am certain of my fact. One cannot be more

certain of any fact. I saw it with my own eyes. And,
having repeated this observation the three following
mornings, I found always precisely the same re-
sult….

Yet it so happens, that when I speak of this discov-
ery to others, I can easily perceive by their counte-
nances, though they forbear expressing it in words,
that they do not quite believe me. One, indeed, who
is a learned natural philosopher, has assured me
that I must certainly be mistaken as to the circum-
stance of the light coming into my room; for it being
well known, as he says, that there could be no light
abroad at that hour, it follows that none could enter
from without; and that of consequence, my windows
being accidentally left open, instead of letting in the
light, had only served to let out the darkness; and he
used many ingenious arguments to show me how I
might, by that means, have been deceived. I owned
that he puzzled me a little, but he did not satisfy me;
and the subsequent observations I made, as above
mentioned, confirmed me in my first opinion…

This event has given rise in my mind to several
serious and important reflections. I considered that,
if I had not been awakened so early in the morning,
I should have slept six hours longer by the light of the
sun, and in exchange have lived six hours the follow-
ing night by candle-light; and, the latter being a
much more expensive light than the former, my love
of economy induced me to muster up what little
arithmetic I was master of, and to make some calcu-
lations, which I shall give you, after observing that
utility is, in my opinion the test of value in matters of
invention, and that a discovery which can be applied
to no use, or is not good for something, is good for
nothing…

I say it is impossible that so sensible a people,
under such circumstances, should have lived so long
by the smoky, unwholesome, and enormously expen-
sive light of candles, if they had really known, that
they might have had as much pure light of the sun for
nothing. A Subscriber.”

For your enjoyment, we suggest that you read this
complete work of Benjamin Franklin on line at
webexhibits.org/daylightsaving/franklin3.html.

Local BOE Candidates – These
Harbingers, a Few Brave Souls

This Monday afternoon was the closing date for
submitting applications to become a candidate for
local school boards. The elections will be held on
Tuesday, April 21, at which time residents will also
be asked to approve local school budgets. On Tues-
day, Governor Jon Corzine extended the deadline
for candidate filing to Wednesday afternoon (past
our press deadline) due to Monday’s snow storm.

As of Tuesday: In Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Mountainside and Garwood, there are a
total of 13 candidates to fill 13 seats, including two
unexpired terms. Westfield has five candidates for
three open seats. The excess is apparently spurred
by candidates hoping to address the redistricting
squabble in the Washington School zone. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood has a resignation with no candi-
date vying to fill the seat. Similarly, Garwood has
a vacancy whereby officials hope for a write-in
candidate of 10 votes to fill the seat. Mountainside
has two candidates for two slots.

How important are these positions? This com-
bined region has a population of some 75,000

people, and the total public school expenditure is
about $200 million (far dwarfing that of mayors
and municipal councils). We have fine schools, and
our children are well served.

Few residents want to run for these voluntary
school board positions, especially this year. Fi-
nances are a mess. The fiscal disarray has been
building for years, and the underlying structural
problems have not been addressed. Admittedly,
this is true at the county, state and federal level, too.
There doesn’t appear to be a rescue on the horizon
from the highly touted, ubiquitous federal stimu-
lus.

School board members will catch considerable
grief trying to balance demands with resources.
They are staring at the face of being the harbinger
– foretelling of increased property taxes, new user
fees and service reductions. As an alternative, will
they be able to deal with the unions on salaries,
pensions and benefits?

Thankfully, some volunteers are seeking these
positions – these harbingers, a few brave souls.

See more letters on page 5
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