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Port Transports Three
Millionth Cargo Unit
ELIZABETH — The Port of New

York and New Jersey’s ExpressRail
Elizabeth facility marked a milestone
this week by transporting its three
millionth cargo container by rail,
which has removed about five mil-
lion truck trips from the roadways in
the 18 years since the on-dock rail
system was launched.

ExpressRail Elizabeth began ser-
vice in 1991 as a way to move cargo
containers from the ship to the mar-
ketplace by rail rather than by truck.
Currently, about 12 percent of cargo
containers are transported by rail.

In 2008, the Port of NY/NJ set a
record for the ExpressRail system –
which includes ExpressRail Eliza-
beth and ExpressRail Staten Island –
transporting 377,827 containers for
the year, a nearly 6 percent increase
over 2007.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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LWV to Conduct
Energy Forum

PISCATAWAY – The League of
Women Voters (LWV) of New Jersey
will present a forum on “Alternate
Energy: Where Are We Now and
Where Are We Headed?” from 9 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 14,
at Rutgers University’s Lucy Stone
Hall on the Livingston campus, 54
Joyce Kilmer Avenue in Piscataway.

Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th,
Monmouth),  has been invited to speak
on national energy policy. Lance
Miller, chief of planning for the New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities
(BPU), will discuss the state’s re-
cently adopted energy master plan
and Mike Winka, director of the BPU’s
Clean Energy Program, will talk about
the ways the program promotes the
use of clean, renewable energy.

Representatives of Public Service
Electric & Gas, Atlantic City Elec-
tric, Jersey Central Power and Light
and Rockland Electric will report on
their utility’s current use of alterna-
tive forms of energy and how each
plans to increase that use to meet the
goals of the master plan.

The Natural Resources Committee
will then introduce its “Alternative
Energy for New Jersey” project.  For
information, call (800) 792-VOTE,
e-mail contact@lwvnj.org or see
lwvnj.org.

Scutari Medical Marijuana
Bill Approved By Senate

TRENTON – A bill sponsored by
Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22, Lin-
den) to create an avenue of legality
for medical marijuana for those suf-
fering from chronic and terminal dis-
eases has been approved by the Sen-
ate by a vote of 22-16.

“If medical marijuana can ease
some of the suffering of a patient
who’s dying from a chronic, severe or
terminal disease, state government
should not stand in the way of that
relief,” Senator Scutari said. “This
bill is about giving health care pro-
fessionals options in treating their
patients’ pain and suffering, and giv-
ing those patients a measure of dig-
nity and comfort in facing a terminal
disease. While we should rightfully
maintain a tough stance on the recre-
ational abuse of drugs, we must take
a compassionate and humane ap-
proach to bringing relief to those pa-
tients who have nowhere else to turn.”

The bill, S-119, entitled the “New
Jersey Compassionate Use Medical
Marijuana Act,” would authorize the
Department of Health and Senior

Services to issue registry identifica-
tion cards to qualifying patients who
have been diagnosed by a licensed
physician with whom they have an
existing, bona fide relationship, as
having a “debilitating medical condi-
tion” and their primary caregivers, to
use or administer medical marijuana.

The registry card would contain the
name, address and date of birth of the
patient and caregiver, the date of issu-
ance and expiration of the card, photo
identification of the cardholder, and
other information that the commis-
sioner of health specifies by regula-
tion. A patient or his or her caregiver
who possesses a registry identifica-
tion card and collectively possesses no
more than six marijuana plants and
one ounce of usable marijuana, would
not be subject to arrest, prosecution or
penalty by state or local authorities for
the medical use of marijuana.

 “New Jersey’s tough anti-drug
laws have pushed otherwise-law-
abiding citizens seeking some mea-
sure of relief from their pain under-
ground in search of that relief,” said
Senator Scutari. “We shouldn’t be
treating sick individuals looking for
some small bit of comfort like crimi-
nals. This bill would remove some of
the stigma associated with marijuana
use as a legitimate medical option,
and would allow patients with severe
and debilitating medical conditions
to focus on getting better, rather than
on avoiding prosecution.”

Under the bill, the debilitating
medical conditions which would au-
thorize the prescription of medical
marijuana include: cancer, glaucoma,
positive HIV/AIDS status or other
chronic, debilitating diseases or medi-
cal conditions that produce, or the
treatment of which produces, wast-
ing syndrome, severe or chronic pain,
severe nausea, seizures, or severe and
persistent muscle spasms.

The bill would expressly prohibit
anyone under the influence of mari-
juana from operating a motor vehicle,
aircraft or motorboat, and prohibits the
use of medical marijuana in a school
bus or other form of public transporta-
tion, on school grounds, in any correc-
tional facility, or at any public park,
beach or recreational or youth center.

The bill now heads to the Assembly
for consideration. If passed and signed
into law by the governor, New Jersey
would become the 14th state to allow the
use of marijuana for medical purposes.

Christie Announces Plan to
Get State Working Again

PARSIPPANY – At a press confer-
ence in Trenton, Republican guber-
natorial candidate Chris Christie un-
veiled his plan to stimulate New
Jersey’s economy and promote new
job creation. Mr. Christie detailed his
plans to cut the cost of doing business
in our state, eliminate red tape and
overbearing regulation, and commit-
ted to playing a hands-on role as
governor to ensure New Jersey starts
working again.

 “I have a bold plan to stimulate
our state’s private sector to provide
the employment opportunities our
workforce needs. By cutting our
state’s onerous tax rates and the dif-
ficult processes and unbearable costs
our state imposes on our businesses,
we’ll encourage job growth,” Mr.
Christie said. “Cutting high costs
and unnecessary regulation will take
government out of the practice of
picking winners and losers and al-
low New Jersey’s businesses to
thrive. As governor, I will create a

thorough and straightforward pro-
cess to allow companies to succeed
based on their innovation and ef-
fort.”

Ailish Hambel, owner of Ailish’s
Alpine Paint Centre in Sparta, praised
Christie’s plan: “As a small business
owner in Sussex County, I am confi-
dent that Chris Christie’s plan to sup-
port private sector job growth and cut
overregulation will allow my busi-
ness to be more competitive and cost-
effective.”

“Chris Christie’s innovative plan
to get New Jersey working again en-
sures that his administration will cre-
ate a partnership with businesses to
encourage the job growth our state
needs to get back on track,” said State
Senator Joe Kyrillos (LD-13,
Middletown).

 “During these difficult economic
times, Chris’s plan will bring the
common-sense reforms necessary
to keep jobs in New Jersey and the
right approach to attract new com-
panies to our state,” the senator
said.

Five broad tenets direct Mr.
Christie’s plan to support private sec-
tor job growth: play a hands-on role
in creating a business climate in which
business can thrive, cut taxes and the
cost of doing business in New Jersey,
cut excessive red tape and provide
relief from overbearing regulation,
make manufacturing jobs a priority;
increase efficiency in public sector
investment.

“Have you Heard from Your Financial Advisor 
Lately?” 

David Mattos, RFC  and Jerald L. Aloof, RFC have over 40 years’ combined  experience 
helping individual investors manage their assets. 

David Mattos, RFC  of Mattos Capital Management, LLC 
&  

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC of JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 
ask... 

David Mattos, RFC 
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  

 Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered  
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Hilton Hotel—Woodbridge 
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

At the Meeting, ask us about our FREE, Quarterly, Face-to-Face Reviews! 

Call us at 732-635-0900 to schedule a friendly, complimentary meeting.  

      LIMO   /  CAR SERVICE  

   38 years in business          
 
 Lincoln Town Cars        15 Passenger Vans     
 
 
                                                        Use this coupon on your next trip to the airport 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Valid only if mentioned 
when making  
reservation 
  Expires 5/15/09 10 $ OFF 

round trip 

website:  www.masonlimo.com 

908-272-8698 

Someone always ready to take your reservation -- no answering machine 

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

County Warns of ‘Same
Day’ Refund Scams

COUNTY – In a recent enforce-
ment sweep conducted with state of-
ficials, the Union County Division of
Consumer Affairs inspected 70 busi-
nesses in the county that advertised
“same-day” tax refunds. Six were
later cited for failing to disclose that
the advertised service was actually a
high-interest loan.

The deceptive advertisements ap-
peared in storefront signs, posters,
and flyers. They included the words
“instant” or “same day,” or they speci-
fied a time frame such as “1-Day” or
“2-Day.”

“There is no such thing as a same-
day tax refund, a one-day refund,
or even a seven-day refund. It’s
simply not possible,” said Union
County Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella.

The quickest refund takes at least
eight days. That occurs when the tax-
payer submits an electronic form to
the I.R.S., and the refund is direct-
deposited to the taxpayer’s bank ac-
count. The fraudulently advertised
“refunds” do not come from the I.R.S.
They are loans that tax preparers make
to their clients, called Refund Antici-

pation Loans [RALS].
Tax preparers who offer RALS

must clearly disclose that the ser-
vice is a private loan, not a govern-
ment tax refund. Even with proper
disclosure, consumers are advised
to stay far away from these loans.
They are considered predatory be-
cause of excessive interest rates
ranging up 500 percent, hidden fees,
and potential for abuse, officials
said.

 Many are targeted to low-income
workers who qualify for the Earned
Income Tax Credit. RALS are often
associated with fly-by-night store-
front operations, but they are also
offered by major banks and national
tax preparation chains.

For questions about tax preparers
or suspected scams, call the Union
County Division of Consumer Af-
fairs at (908) 654-9840.

Valley Furniture Shop

PUT YOUR MONEY 
IN YOUR MATTRESS

SAVE 35%-50%
PLUS UP TO A $200 INSTANT CASH REBATE*

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop
sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009.
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate
on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. 

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort
and quality, making it an

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$3510
$4210
$4980
$6680

$2099
$2499
$2899
$3899

$2049
$2424
$2799
$3699

Savoy
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$1180
$1430
$3120
$4490

$659
$799
$1699
$2499

$646.50
$774
$1624
$2399

Jade
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$590
$750
$1670
$2590

$319
$409
$899
$1399

Crystal
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$440
$590
$1300
$2080

$239
$319
$699
$1149

Bancroft
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.

$300
$450

$149
$249

SP ‘Mayor’s Coffee’
March 21 at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch

Plains Mayor Nancy Malool will
hold her next “Coffee With The
Mayor” listening post on Saturday,
March 21, from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Scotch Plains Library on Bartle Av-
enue.

Residents are invited to come and
talk and let her know the Scotch Plains
issues that concern them.

SPBPA, FBPA to Hold
Networking Night

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) and the Fanwood
Business and Professional Associa-
tion (FBPA) will hold a joint net-
working event tonight, March 5, from
6:30 to 9 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad, 1917 Bartle Avenue.

Business coach Neil Pinkham of
Paradigm Associates will talk on,
“Seeing New Opportunities in Tough
Times.” There is a $10 charge for
non-members which can be applied
to new memberships in either the
SPBPA or FBPA.

Linden Councilwoman Says
Mayor Threatened Her

Linden Councilwoman Michelle
Yamakaitis has filed a police incident
report after an alleged confrontation
with Mayor Richard Gerbounka, the
Star-Ledger has reported. The council-
woman claims the mayor threatened
her during a heated exchange at a per-
sonnel and finance committee meeting.

Mayor Gerbounka pointed his fin-
ger at the councilwoman and twice
shouted at her, “I will get you” at the
February 10 meeting, Ms. Yamakaitis
stated in her police report, according
to the newspaper.

Officials Reviewing Lonegan’s
Entitlement to Matching Funds
Republican candidate for New Jer-

sey governor, Steve Lonegan, has
acknowledged that election officials
are reviewing whether or not he was
entitled to receive public money for
his campaign given his previous role
as state director of Americans for
Prosperity of New Jersey.

An Associated Press report questioned
whether or not Mr. Lonegan should have
received more than $550,000 in public
matching funds for his campaign. “I am
100 percent confident we complied to-
tally,” Mr. Lonegan said.

Roughneen Announces Bid for
Somerset County Freeholders
Former Congressional candidate

Tom Roughneen has announced that
he will run for a seat on the Somerset
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. “I do so only because current
Freeholder Director Rick Fontana
announced recently that he would not
run for re-election,” he said.

Mr. Roughneen was one of seven
candidates in last year’s race for an
open Congressional seat in the Sev-
enth District.

Morris to See $2.2 Million
Decline in County Tax Levy

The Morris County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders has unveiled a pro-
posed $298.5-million budget that
would result in a $2.2 million de-
crease in the county’s tax levy or
about a $15 decline for a property
assessed at $300,000, The Star Led-
ger has reported.

Burris’ Son Has Tax Lien On
Home, $75,000 State Job

The son of embattled United States
Senator Roland Burris (D-IL) “is a
federal tax deadbeat who landed a
$75,000-a-year state job under former
Governor Rod Blagojevich five months
ago,” The Chicago Sun-Times reported.

Governor Blagojevich’s admin-
istration hired Roland Burris, 2nd,
as senior counsel for the state’s
housing authority on September 10,
about six weeks after the Internal
Revenue Service slapped a $34,163
tax lien on him and three weeks
after a mortgage company filed a
foreclosure suit on his south side
Chicago house.
Kansas Governor Nominated for

Health, Human Services Sec.
Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, a

Democrat, has accepted President
Barack Obama’s nomination to be-
come United States secretary of health
and human services. She replaces Tom
Daschle, who withdrew his name af-
ter it was revealed he failed to pay
$146,000 in back taxes and interest.

High Tech, Low Cost
A Boost for County

ELIZABETH – A new computer
system for the Union County Sheriff’s
Office is online at a fraction of the
anticipated cost, thanks to a new Com-
puter Assisted Dispatch (CAD) pro-
gram written by Union County per-
sonnel, according to county officials.
CAD systems are management tools
used by law enforcement agencies to
track and record the activities of of-
ficers.  Its decentralized design ac-
commodates the different tasks of the
sheriff’s office.


