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SID Board Decides On
Name and Legal Status

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of directors of the Special Improve-
ment District (SID) last week settled
on a formal name for the corporation
that will manage the downtown busi-
ness district and other neighborhoods
included within the SID boundaries.
The Scotch Plains Management Corp.
will be the name of the new nonprofit
entity, similar to the Downtown
Westfield Corp. that oversees the busi-
ness district in neighboring Westfield.

Besides agreeing on the name at its
meeting last Wednesday, the board
also decided on the legal status of the
new management corporation.
Relying on a legal opinion provided
in a memorandum by board member
and attorney Ted Schiller, the board
agreed that the corporation will be
classified as an nonprofit entity under
Sec. 501(c)4 of the Internal Revenue
Code. While nonprofits under Sec.
501(c)3 are typically “organized and
operated exclusively for religious,
charitable, scientific, testing for public
safety, literary, or education purposes”
and are exempt from federal income
taxes and, usually, state and local
taxes, those nonprofits that fall under
Sec. 501(c)4 of the federal tax code
are classified as a civic league or
organization “not organized for profit
but operated exclusively for the
promotion of social welfare.” These
organizations are also exempt from
federal tax.

The Scotch Plains Management
Corp.’s by-laws state that its purposes
are “to formulate, promote and
implement the economic
revitalization and general welfare of
the [SID] and the Town; promote and
preserve the cultural, historic, tourist
and civic interests of the [SID] and
the Town; mobilize available public
and private resources for [these]
purposes; …promote business
opportunities, employment,
consumer choices, shopper’s
facilities, and the general civic
interests; [and] aid, work with and
participate in the activities of other

organizations, individuals and public
and private entities within and outside
the Town engaged in similar
activities.”

The legal memorandum states that
the management corporation, unlike
a typical Sec. 501(c)3 entity, “is not
organized for religious, scientific,
testing for public safety, literary, or
educational purposes. Nor does it
appear to be organized for charitable
purposes.” Instead, the management
corporation’s purposes fall within the
definitions of a Sec. 501(c)4 organi-
zation.

No date has yet been set for the
board’s next meeting.
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SPF BOE Looking for Stimulus
Funds; Costello Resigns Seat

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Last
Thursday’s regular public meeting of
the Scotch-Plains Fanwood Board of
Education began with conversation
regarding the current economic situ-
ation and the effect it has had on the
school budget process. School offi-
cials unveiled an $80-million budget
last month that includes a proposal to
charge $100 for each student involved
in extracurricular. The school budget
represents a 3.2 percent increase over
last year.

Scotch Plains resident Rona
Goldberg read a poem entitled “Bud-
get Woes” to board members, several
of whom applauded her efforts when
she concluded.

“Our children deserve the best I
am sure you would agree, for every-
thing we want, we just don’t have the
money. The proposed budget is a start,
but we need to find a way to create a

new draft and have $100 fees de-
frayed,” she read in one part.

“It’s been a balance,” Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse said of the pro-
posed fees for certain programs and
athletics, which were discussed at the
BOE’s last meeting. “The other op-
tion has been to eliminate some of
these programs completely. I would
rather have some students able to

participate than none at all because of
elimination.”

With the overall budget, “the
thought process was not to target any
particular area, but to touch on a
variety of levels,” Mr. Whitehouse
said. “We didn’t take these sugges-
tions lightly, but in the end the money
has to come from somewhere,” he

Cty. Golfers Seek Answers
From Freeholder Board
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Discussion of
Union County golf dominated Thurs-
day night’s freeholder meeting as
impassioned golfers sought informa-
tion and answers regarding potential
changes at the county’s three public
courses.

Faced with a $24-million budget
gap and citing a deficit of $700,000 at
the courses, Union County Manager
George Devanney has proposed
changes to the county’s golf opera-
tions. Among these changes is clos-
ing Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark,
which, he said, was responsible for
more than $400,000 of the losses.
The county estimates that closing that
course would save roughly $750,000
through a combination of staff reduc-
tions and reduced maintenance, fuel
and utility costs.

 “I think in this particular case, we
have some real issues we need to
tackle and [closing Oak Ridge] is a
proposal that has some weight,” Free-
holder Angel Estrada said.

In addition to the course closing,
Mr. Devanney proposed other changes
aimed at making the county’s golf
operations more profitable, includ-
ing privatizing clubhouse operations
at Ash Brook and Galloping Hill.
There are also plans for a practice
facility and driving range at Gallop-
ing Hill, which the county hopes to
open this summer, which it estimates
could generate up to $50,000 a month
in revenue.

A group of golfers pressed the free-
holder board for information about
the particular problems facing Oak
Ridge and for definitive answers re-
garding the closing of the course and

the proposed changes to the remain-
ing two county courses.

“Everyone sitting here talking about
golf in Union County still doesn’t
have the information to talk intelli-
gently about it,” Jim Buettner, a county
resident and golfer said. “I think the
board is being directed to make a
decision [on information] that is just
not there, at least it’s not available to
us.”

They also asked the board to con-
sider other options instead of closing
Oak Ridge, including opening the
course for weekend play only, in-
creased advertising, raising greens
fees and making more of an effort to
promote the course to non-county
residents.

“I think you’re doing yourself an
injustice and you’re doing a disser-
vice to the county by closing that
course,” golfer Ellis Hester said.

Although Freeholder Estrada said
the closing was “a done deal in my
own personal opinion,” Board Chair-
man Al Mirabella stressed that no
final decision has been made by the
board.

“It hasn’t been decided, that’s Free-
holder Estrada’s opinion,” Mr.
Mirabella said. Mr. Estrada is chair-
man of the board’s fiscal affairs com-
mittee.

Mr. Mirabella also said the county
has not determined what would be-
come of the property if Oak Ridge is
indeed closed, though he said the
plans would include “no housing or
development of any kind.”

Among the potential ideas for the
land mentioned in the proposed bud-
get from the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal was a cross-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Nick Carter
COMFORTABLY NUMB...Hearty soles take of advantage of the snow storm that arrived Monday by having fun sledding
in Echo Lake Park. The snow brought several inches of ideal powder then temperatures plunged turning much to ice by
Wednesday.

Courtesy of Cena Pollitt
GOOD DEEDS...Ten women of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church on February
19 put on their aprons and whipped up 24 cakes to help feed the 300 people served
weekly through the AGAPE Community Kitchen Mission for homeless and
disadvantaged in Elizabeth. This mission involves volunteers including those
from the Presbyterian Churches of Westfield, First Elizabeth and Cranford.
Pictured above, left to right, are: Betty Zwicky, Anne Teets and Jackie Rezza.

Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time '09

Sunday, March 8, 2 a.m.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING TIME TO LISTEN...Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, left, met with
residents last Saturday morning at the southside firehouse during her monthly
Coffee with the Mayor program.

CAREER DAY...Union County Vo-Tech students Arthur and Warren Rose of
Fanwood receive a resolution in honor of “National Career and Technical
Education Month.” Pictured, left to right, are: UCVT Superintendent Thomas
Bistocchi, Arthur and Warren, and Union County Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella of Fanwood.

Fanwood Expects ‘Not Much’
From Fed Stimulus Package

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their agenda meeting Tuesday night,
talked about the federal economic
recovery package and how it could
relate to Fanwood.

Mayor Mahr said she and a group
of other mayors met with Governor
Jon Corzine last week to focus on the
stimulus package.

“At the end of the day, there’s not
much in there for towns…that’s what
I came away with,” said Mayor Mahr.

“I think our best bet…is to lobby
ourselves for [stimulus funding],” she

added.
Mayor Mahr plans to speak this

week with Union County officials to
discuss any potential options for se-
curing transportation, environmental,
or infrastructure funding.

In other business, Mayor Mahr said
the first meeting of the borough’s
soon-to-be formed budget advisory
committee is scheduled for March
17.

The mayor said the names of “four
to five bi-partisan people” have been
nominated to serve on the panel and
will be considered by the governing
body’s Administration and Finance
Committee within the next week.

Members could be formally appointed
as soon as next week’s regular Bor-
ough Council meeting.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
reported that while “times are kind of
slow” regarding capital construction
work due to the economy, the bor-
ough has existing grant money ear-
marked for two projects.

Mr. Pryor said $200,000 is set aside
for the Belvedere Avenue construc-
tion job, which “has not been de-
signed yet,” and another $200,000 is
tagged for the Russell Road recon-
struction project.

Mr. Pryor said the Russell Road
job has already been designed and, as
per the grant, a contract must be
awarded by mid-September. “You
have time, but it’s on the horizon,”
Mr. Pryor told the mayor and council.

The governing body also discussed
a proposal by the Recreation Com-
mission to convert the old and crum-
bling skating rink at Forest Road Park
into a “skateboard park.”

“I asked [the Recreation Commis-
sion] to make up a game plan, and I’m
expecting to see it in the next few
months,” Councilman David Valian
said. “Of course, it all costs money,”
Mr. Valian added.

Noting that the park “needs atten-
tion,” Mayor Mahr said the area
around the old skating rink “is a vital
part of the park and it’s not being
used.”

Borough officials also said Forest
Road Park’s tennis and basketball
courts need work, among other pro-
posed projects including a “senior
walkway.”

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler also
emphasized, “There really isn’t good
access from the park to the building”
for disabled citizens.

Mayor Mahr said she would like
the Recreation Commission to attend
an upcoming council meeting to fur-
ther discuss park improvement plans.

Before the governing body went
into executive session, Mayor Mahr
also announced that the consulting
firm EcoScience will be paid $3,500
to do a “preliminary review” of the
Livingston-Wilbor property, which
the borough purchased last year, to
determine if there are any environ-
mental issues that need to be ad-
dressed.

No School Board Races in
SP-F, Few in Other Towns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Monday afternoon was
the closing date for submitting appli-
cations to become a candidate for
local school boards. The elections
will be held on Tuesday, April 21, at
which time residents will also be asked
to approve local school budgets. On
Tuesday, Governor Jon Corzine ex-
tended the candidate filing deadline
to Wednesday afternoon (past The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times press
deadline) due to Monday’s snow
storm. As of Tuesday:

There are no competitive races in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Mountainside or Garwood this year.
In addition, there are no candidates
for unexpired seats in Scotch Plains
and Garwood. Westfield voters will
have an opportunity to select three
candidates for board of education
(BOE) among a field of five includ-
ing one incumbent.

On the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, three seats are
open for election and one seat is
open to fulfill the remaining year of
a three-year term. Incumbents
Norman Trip Whitehouse of
Fanwood, board president, and Betty
Anne Woerner of Scotch Plains have
filed a petition for re-election. Linda
Nelson of Scotch Plains is not seek-
ing to run again after serving nine
years on the board.

Board member Jane Costello of
Scotch Plains has resigned after serv-
ing two years of a three-year term and

the board will seek applications to
fulfill the remaining year.

Karen Kulikowski of Watchung
Terrace in Scotch Plains is a new
candidate in this year’s race.

Ms. Kulikowski moved to Scotch
Plains in 2000 and is a full time teacher
for the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey, which leases
space on the Union County Vo-tech
campus on Raritan Road. She teaches
dental hygiene and dental assisting
within the Department of Allied Den-
tal Education in the School of Health
Related Professions and practices
dentistry at the department’s clinic.

She serves as chairman on the ad-
missions committee for the depart-
ment and chairman on the admission
and academic standards for the
school. She is a graduate of the New
Jersey Dental School in Newark and
Jersey City State College (now called
New Jersey City University) in Jer-
sey City. She was Park Middle School
PTA president when her son was
enrolled in Park Middle School and
now serves on the PTA council as
vice-president, which will conclude
in June. She is the mother of one son
who is a sophomore at the Union
County Vo-tech.

In Westfield, the seats of Anne
Riegel, Beth Cassie and Jane Clancy
are up for re-election. Ms. Riegel,
who is serving her ninth year on the
board, and board member Ms. Cassie,
who has served seven years on the
board, are not seeking re-election.
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Meet Superintendent
For Coffee, March 9
AREA – There will be a coffee

with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Superintendent of Schools, Mar-
garet Hayes, on Monday March 9,
2009. The meeting will be at 7:30
p.m. in the media center of Terrill
Middle School on Terrill Road in
Scotch Plains. All are welcome. If
there are questions, please email
to: ptacruiser@yahoo.com, Karen
Kulikowski Vice President - Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA Council .


