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SMOKIN…The Westfield Fire Department was at the scene after smoke was
reported in theater two of the Rialto Theatre on February 22. The smoke was from
a malfunctioning HVAC system. The building was evacuated and ventilated.

lated to the course closing.
In response to rumors that the

county was planning on purchasing
the privately-owned Roselle Country
Club, Mr. Mirabella said the board
has “not made a formal decision on
whether we’re interested in that prop-
erty or not.”

After the urging of the members of
the public for more information,
county officials said they would hold
a meeting with the group of con-
cerned golfers yesterday at the Union
County administration building in
Elizabeth. Mr. Buettner said his group
was planning on attending that meet-
ing.

“That’s the meeting I’ve been ask-
ing for,” Mr. Buettner said. “Just tell
us what you’re thinking so at least we
can participate.”

Residents Seek ‘Equitable’
Solution to WHS Parking

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The issue of congested
on-street parking around Westfield High
School (WHS), located on Dorian Road,
has residents of Dorian Road, Dorian
Place, Dorian Court, Shadowlawn Drive
and Nottingham Place wanting a more
equitable solution to current restrictions
in place on other streets surrounding the
high school.

David Lynch, one of 30 residents who
attended a 90-minute Saturday morning
meeting with Town councilmen Mark
Ciarrocca, Jim Foerst and Tom Bigosinski,
said WHS parking became an issue after
an addition was put on WHS over the past
10 years. He said all on-site student park-
ing was eliminated at that time, causing a
spillover onto surrounding streets.

Mr. Lynch said he and the other resi-
dents on the five streets do not have
restrictions in place like other streets in-
cluding Edgar Place, Westfield Avenue
and Stoneleigh Park. He said the fourth
ward has taken the “brunt” of the WHS
parking issue, while streets in the third
ward have restrictions in place.

“This (restrictions on other streets) has
pushed the parking problem into our neigh-
borhood,” Mr. Lynch said in an e-mail to
The Westfield Leader. “The
restrictions…are unfair and should be
removed so all can share the burden.”

In a phone interview with The Leader
on Monday, he said Dorian Road, Dorian
Place, Dorian Court, Shadowlawn Drive
and Nottingham Place “have now be-
come the parking lots for the high school.”

Mr. Ciarrocca, who chairs the council’s
public safety, transportation and parking
committee, said the town was contacted
by the National Guard to see if the town

would be interested in renting the Guard
facility’s parking lot located across the
street from the high school on Rahway
Avenue.

The councilman said under such an
agreement, the town would create student
permits at what he estimated would be
around $200 per year. The councilman
said the lot could accommodate 600 park-
ing spaces. He said the town would only
charge money to offset whatever rent the
state wants for the property. The town is
expected to hear back from the state within
the next few weeks.

“The state (which owns the facility) is
more motivated just because of the revenue
involved,” Mr. Ciarrocca said. He said this
year would be the first time the lot has
become available to the town since 9/11.

Mr. Lynch said if the Armory agree-
ment becomes a reality, the group has
requested that the town institute two-hour
parking restrictions on all streets around
the school to force students to use the
designated parking area.

 Mr. Ciarrocca said if the Armory deal
happens, the area designated for parking
restrictions would be much smaller. With-
out use of the Armory lot, he said the town
has discussed putting parking restrictions
in place for all streets within a half-mile
of the high school, impacting a much
larger area.

He said the town also had discussions
with the board of education to add more
parking for students along the perimeter
of the high school’s gymnasium, as well
as extending the school’s parking lot into
WHS’s adjacent athletic field with the
goal of adding 50 to 100 student parking
spaces on-site.

“But the Armory has changed every-
thing,” Mr. Ciarrocca said.

Courtesy of Jonathan Delano
RESCUE SERVICE...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky proclaims March 1 as
“Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad Week,” kicking off the squad’s annual fundraising
drive. Pictured, left to right, are: squad deputy captain Drew Fleyzor, squad vice-
president Carol Carson, squad president Bob Barrett and Mayor Skibitsky.

Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad Week Proclaimed

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andy
Skibitsky presented a proclamation to
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
President Bob Barrett and other mem-
bers of the squad at the town council
meeting on February 24. The procla-
mation proclaims the week of March 1
as “Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
Week.”

The proclamation comes as the all-
volunteer rescue squad starts its annual
fund drive. Joining Mr. Barrett at the
meeting were the squad’s vice-presi-
dent, Carol Carson, and squad deputy-
captain, Drew Fleyzor.

The rescue squad is in its 58th year of

providing volunteer emergency medi-
cal services to the people of Westfield.
Mr. Barrett, now in his 17th year as an
EMT on the squad, thanked the
Westfield Fire and Police Departments
for their continued assistance on the
squad’s many daily calls.

The squad is funded entirely from
private donations. Members are on duty
24 hours a day, seven days a week. Tax-
deductible contributions can be mailed
or dropped off at the Westfield Rescue
Squad, located at 335 Watterson Street.
To learn more about volunteering with
the rescue squad as either an EMT or
dispatcher, call (908) 233-2500.

RVSA Holds Flow Hearings,
Hires Power Expert for $35 K

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The board of the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) held
its first excess flow hearings in several
years on Thursday night and hired a con-
sulting firm to evaluate its emergency
power system.

The flow hearings are needed when
towns exceed their flow capacity into the
wastewater treatment system. An over-
flow could cause seepage of raw sewage
into waterways, causing a potential health
hazard, according to information avail-
able at globalw.com.

Prior to discussion with each munici-
pality, RVSA Board Chairman Charles
Lombardo of Garwood said the authority’s
intent was to approach the hearings in a
non-adversarial manner, and said penal-
ties would not be imposed at this time.
Each of the three municipalities took a
somewhat different tack in their approach
to the hearings.

First was Roselle Park, which ques-
tioned the metering process, with Bor-
ough Clerk Doreen Cali saying that the
borough’s charges are based on the re-
sults of three meters, but there are eight
unmetered inlets into the system. Atten-
tion focused on discharges from Schering
Plough, which, according to Roselle
Park’s RVSA commissioner, Attillio
Venturo, leases discharge rights from
Roselle Park, and on a flood-prone por-
tion of Cranford, which feeds into Roselle
Park’s lines.

Roselle Park Mayor Joseph DeIorio
said the borough’s water consumption
has been dropping. Mr. DeIorio also sug-
gested the RVSA look at development
outside Roselle Park. Mr. Venturo added
that the borough had invested consider-
ably in recent years to manage its storm
water runoff in the borough.

Borough Engineer Dominick Villano
said he thought the borough was within its
allotment and suggested that the author-
ity consider additional meters on either a
temporary or permanent basis.

Mayor DeIorio also said that redevel-
opment of the Romerovski site would add
to the borough’s sewage flow. Copies of
the borough’s data were requested, and
Ms. Cali said they had been sent to the

RVSA. The redevelopment plan proposes
200 luxury apartments along Westfield
Avenue.

The Township of Springfield then
brought in a cadre made up of engineer
Todd Hay, assistant engineer Sam
Mardini, attorney Bruce Bergen and com-
mitteeman Ken Faigenbaum, along with
Mayor Bart Fraenkel.

Mr. Mardini said the township is “very
proactive” in managing inflow and infil-
tration (I&I), and maintaining its sewer
lines. He said all but four days of excess
flow seemed tied to rain events. Author-
ity consulting engineer Jim Wancho
pointed out that melting snow might be
the cause, and that six other municipali-
ties had excess flows at the same time.

Joan Papen, the commissioner from
Scotch Plains, asked about wells in the
township. Mr. Mardini said New Jersey
American Water had reactivated its well
about five years ago and that many wet
basement problems disappeared at that
time.

Woodbridge officials also explained
their proactive approach in handling is-
sues like I&I. One program is an inspec-
tion of each house when it changes own-
ers, looking for illegal hookups to the
sanitary sewer system, especially sump
pumps, floor drains and downspouts. The
township also inspects the grease trap at
all food service facilities monthly.

Scott Thompson, the municipality’s
engineer, said the town has spent about $4
million replacing sewer lines over the
past two years. The township was ex-
pected to issue a $287,000 trunk sewer
replacement contract on Tuesday. The
township is also considering dedicating a
full-time crew to replacement of sewer
lines. Mr. Thompson said it was the town’s
belief that it would prove more cost effec-
tive than hiring contractors.

Finally, in a separate meeting, the board
interviewed a group from Hatch, Mott,
MacDonald engineering firm and their
sister company, Careba, Mott,
MacDonald, about their qualifications to
make recommendations on emergency
power for the plant. Immediately after the
interview, the board decided to issue a
contract for up to $35,000 for the evalua-
tion.
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Westfield Plans How Best
To Apply for Stimulus Aid

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky told the council about
his experience last Saturday with Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine at a meeting of fel-
low mayors in Drumthwacket, the
governor’s residence. The meeting cen-
tered on the process by which federal
stimulus funds will be directed to mu-
nicipalities.

He said “shovel-ready” projects stand
the best chance of receiving funds.
According to the mayor, the stimulus
stresses support for infrastructure
projects that create jobs. Projects will
only be considered if they have passed
the design phase and have received all
necessary environmental approval.

Earlier this month, Governor Corzine
said the $17 billion in federal stimulus
money earmarked for New Jersey would
generate or protect 100,000 jobs.
Roughly $7 billion of that figure is
dedicated for tax cuts.

In late February, State Assembly-
woman Joan Quigley of Jersey City
said of the battle for stimulus funds,
“It’s really whoever gets to the trough
first.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski asked if the money could be
applied to funding the South Avenue
streetscape venture proposed by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

The mayor did not think it could and
said larger “structural projects,” as op-
posed to smaller refurbishments, stand
a better chance of receiving funding.

Jim Gildea, town administrator, has
been instructed to meet with town de-
partment heads to brainstorm how best
to apply for such funds.

When Mr. Gildea announced that the
deadline to apply for funds is next
Wednesday, he was met with laughter
by more than one council member.

Finance Policy Committee Chair-
man Sal Caruana told The Westfield
Leader after the meeting, “That is a lot
of money, and it’s a great opportunity to

make vast improvements in infrastruc-
ture, but they’ve asked for finalized
plans in less than 10 days. That leaves
no opportunity to strategize and present
a finished plan.”

Mr. Caruana also said there is a pos-
sibility that suburban areas, such as
Westfield, would not receive a “reason-
able opportunity to participate in the
process” and improve their infrastruc-
ture with such a short timeline.

When asked to what areas stimulus
funds would be applied if they could be
procured, Mr. Caruana’s first response
was sewage and drainage.

Mr. Gildea said towns have inquired
about receiving stimulus money to act
as revenue in offsetting the anticipated
increases for the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority assessment. However,
that idea “doesn’t look possible…It
doesn’t create jobs,” he said.

Westfield has presented three recre-
ation projects to the county in hopes
that it has success attaining funds. They
include the $2.5 million proposed Me-
morial Park project, which would add
expanded fields, bathrooms and im-
prove drainage; an $800,000 joint ven-
ture between the town and the board of
education to build a turf field at Edison
Intermediate School and the “turfing”
of Sycamore Field.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan suggested that the town apply
for money to be used for street-paving
projects. The mayor responded that
state and county roads would be the
first priority but that the town could
still attempt to seek money for this area.

Ms. Neylan said the town could
“make the case” for street funding after
a winter that has left local roads in “bad
shape.” Ms. Neylan argued that such a
venture could help spur job creation.

First Ward Councilman Frank Arena
said towns could experience an “imme-
diate stimulus” if the Council on Af-
fordable Housing (COAH) were abol-
ished; however, the mayor told him that
no such discussions had taken place.
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, February 23, Christopher
Seto, 20, of Springfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $99 bail.

Monday, February 23, Sarah Conklin,
26, of Hamburg was arrested at Sparta
police headquarters on a Westfield crimi-
nal warrant for $750. A further investiga-
tion revealed two additional warrants for
her, including a Mansfield criminal war-
rant and a Hardyston motor vehicle war-
rant, each for $500. She was committed to
the Union County jail on default of bail.

Tuesday, February 24, a Linden resi-
dent reported observing an unidentified
man inside her parked motor vehicle on
the 400 block of East South Avenue. The
suspect, who was apparently searching
her purse, fled the scene. He is described
as a light-skinned black male, 40 to 50
years old, five feet and 10 inches to six
feet tall and weighing 200 pounds. Police
report nothing was taken from the ve-
hicle. A search of the area failed to locate
the suspect.

Tuesday, February 24, Terrence
McGovern, 56, of Elizabeth was arrested
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Westfield and Keyport, in the amounts of
$99 and $763, respectively, pursuant to
an investigation on the 800 block of Bou-
levard. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and turned
over to Keyport authorities.

Wednesday, February 25, Jerome
Pickney, Jr., 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at Plainfield police headquarters
on an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant for $750. He also had outstanding
traffic warrants from Elizabeth, for $120;
Fanwood, for $150, and Piscataway, for
$628, Pickney was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, February 26, Maritza
Zumba, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on the 600
block of West North Avenue. She was
released after posting $500 bail.

Thursday, February 26, a Westfield
resident brought a purse he found in Sus-
sex, N.J. to Westfield police headquarters
and provided the location where he had
found it. A further investigation revealed
that the purse had been stolen in West
Milford. The owner of the purse was
contacted and advised of the ongoing
investigation.

Thursday, February 26, Breiner Parra,
20, of North Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for
$500. He was committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail.

Friday, February 27, Mitulkuma A.
Patel, 23, of Fairlawn was arrested at
South Avenue and Livingston Street and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). He was released to a responsible
individual.

Friday, February 27, a 17-year-old male
student from Linden allegedly assaulted a
15-year-old male student from Perth
Amboy at a Lamberts Mill Road school.
The victim was transported to Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital in
Rahway, where he was treated for a split
lip and was released. The school con-
tacted the parents of both juveniles and
the matter remains under investigation.
No charges had been filed at press time.

Friday, February 27, after being in-
volved in a motor vehicle accident at the
South Avenue traffic circle, Gabriel A.
Cruz, 39, of Annapolis, Md. was arrested
on South Avenue in Scotch Plains and
charged with DWI and with leaving the
scene of an accident. No injuries were
reported. Cruz was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Saturday, February 28, Nelson Matias,
Jr., 38, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Woodbridge criminal war-
rant for $90 following an investigation in
the area of Central Avenue and Cedar
Street. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 28, John
Baumgartner, 45, of Clark was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the area of
West North Avenue and East Broad Street
on an outstanding no-bail warrant issued
by the Clark Police Department. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and issued summonses for
having open containers of alcohol in a
motor vehicle and an unregistered motor
vehicle. Baumgartner was turned over to
the Clark Police Department.

Saturday, February 28, two male juve-
niles from Cranford, ages 15 and 16, and
one male juvenile from Clark, age 17,
were detained by police officers after a
criminal mischief complaint was received
from a resident of the 300 block of Con-
necticut Street.

The juveniles allegedly threw rocks at
the victim’s residence, causing an un-
known amount of damage. The juveniles
were turned over to their parents at the
scene. The Westfield Police Department’s
Juvenile Bureau will further investigate
the case. No charges had been filed at
press time.

Sunday, March 1, Alicia Caccholi, 21,
of Colonia was arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle stop
at Central Avenue and Greene Place. She
was released on her own recognizance
with summonses.

Sunday, March 1, Andrew Valentino-
Davinson, 18, of Westfield and a 17-year-
old male from Scotch Plains were ar-
rested and charged with burglary and
criminal trespassing at Westfield High

School. Valentino-Davinson was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters
and processed. Bail was set at $10,000,
with an option to post 10 percent. He was
released after posting bail. The juvenile
suspect was processed and turned over to
his parents. Police reported that there was
no damage to the school and that nothing
had been taken.

Monday, March 2, Kenneth Middleton,
30, of Plainfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on traffic warrant from
Westfield for $500. He was processed
and held in lieu of bail.

Monday, March 2, Robert Banks, 47,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop at
East South Avenue and Sussex Street. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released to a re-
sponsible individual.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 23, Maryanne Dou-

glas, 18, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with simple assault after police
responded to a disturbance and she was
seen allegedly fighting with another indi-
vidual. She was processed and released.

Tuesday, February 24, a student at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed
his iPod, valued at $450, from his un-
locked locker.

Wednesday, February 25, a resident of
East Front Street reported that her neigh-
bor had been harassing her for several
weeks.

Wednesday, February 25, Armando
Arocho, 29, of Irvington was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Friday, February 27, Jeffrey Ramos,
40, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Friday, February 27, Frank DiPillo, 30,
of Cutchogue, N.Y. was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time officers smelled the odor of alcohol.
He was processed and released.

Saturday, February 28, Lamont
Moseley, 24, of Paterson was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, February 28, Geeta
Dharmamshot, 25, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
marijuana after officers observed the drug
in her possession. She was processed and
released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 24, officers re-

sponded to the Mountainside Rescue
Squad building on a report of illegal dump-
ing. According to police, someone had
dumped construction debris in a dumpster
located at the site without permission.
Authorities will review security cameras
to determine who was responsible.

Tuesday, February 24, a resident re-
ported receiving harassing phone calls in
which the caller does not speak. Accord-
ing to police, an investigation determined
that the caller was unintentionally calling
the victim when he sat on his phone. The
caller agreed to remove the victim’s num-
ber from his phone.

Tuesday, February 24, Leroy E. Cool,
49, of Newark was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside.
He was processed and released.

Wednesday, February 25, Cornell
Davis, 48, of Orange was arrested at the
Essex County jail on an outstanding war-
rant in the amount of $750. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, February 26, Jason A.
Novello, 30, of Clark was arrested for
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Thursday, February 26, Claire Damore,
49, of Springfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Union in the
amount of $120. She was processed and
released.

Fanwood
Sunday, February 22, a resident re-

ported that sometime between Friday,
February 20, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Feb-
ruary 22, at 8 p.m. someone removed his
unlocked bicycle, valued at $200, from
the South Avenue train station.

Tuesday, February 24, Marvin G.
Gomez, 36, of Jersey City was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Hackensack
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Thursday, February 26, Howard Eell,
42, of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing Fanwood warrant after a field
investigation on Martine Avenue. He was
processed and released.

Thursday, February 26, Wayne F.
White, 40, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding South Plainfield
warrant after a field investigation on
Martine Avenue. He was processed and
turned over to the South Plainfield Police
Department.

Saturday, February 28, a 16-year-old
juvenile from Fanwood was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana and
resisting arrest, and three 16-year-old ju-
veniles from Scotch Plains were arrested
and charged with possession of marijuana.

According to police, officers responded
to a report of suspicious activity in the
area of the nature center and observed the
usage of the controlled dangerous sub-
stance. The juveniles attempted to elude
police, but were apprehended, authorities
said. All four juveniles were processed
and turned over to responsible adults pend-
ing a court appearance in the Elizabeth
Family Court.

Whitehouse of Fanwood, board presi-
dent, and Betty Anne Woerner of
Scotch Plains have filed a petition for
re-election. Linda Nelson of Scotch
Plains is not seeking to run again after
serving nine years on the board.

Board member Jane Costello of
Scotch Plains has resigned after serv-
ing two years of a three-year term and
the board will seek applications to
fulfill the remaining year.

Karen Kulikowski of Watchung
Terrace in Scotch Plains is a new
candidate in this year’s race.

Ms. Kulikowski moved to Scotch
Plains in 2000 and is a full time teacher
for the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey, which leases
space on the Union County Vo-tech
campus on Raritan Road. She teaches
dental hygiene and dental assisting
within the Department of Allied Den-
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Board of Ed. Candidates
tal Education in the School of Health
Related Professions and practices den-
tistry at the department’s clinic.

She serves as chair on the admis-
sions committee for the department
and chair on the admission and aca-
demic standards for the school. She is
a graduate of the New Jersey Dental
School in Newark and Jersey City
State College (now called New Jer-
sey City University) in Jersey City.
She was Park Middle School PTA
president when her son was enrolled
in Park Middle School and now serves
on the PTA council as vice-president,
which will conclude in June. She is
the mother of one son who is a sopho-
more at the Union County Vo-tech.

In Mountainside, incumbent Mary
Beth Schaumberg of Darby Lane and
newcomer Jorge A. Batista of Egan
Court are running unopposed for two
board seats. Incumbent Joseph
Tinnirella did not file for re-election.

In Garwood, incumbents Adele
Lewis, Barbara Greet and Russell
Graham are unopposed in their quest
for re-election. Ms. Lewis is the board
president and Mr. Graham was elected
as a write-in for a one-year unexpired
term last year. He is seeking a full
term this year.

No candidates filed for a one-year
unexpired term this year. According
to the board’s business office, a write-
in candidate could capture the seat
with 10 or more votes, otherwise the
board would interview candidates to
fill the slot.


