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Golfers Seek Answers
From Freeholder Board
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Discussion of
Union County golf dominated Thurs-
day night’s freeholder meeting as im-
passioned golfers sought information
and answers regarding potential changes
at the county’s three public courses.

Faced with a $24-million budget
gap and citing a deficit of $700,000 at
the courses, Union County Manager
George Devanney has proposed
changes to the county’s golf opera-
tions. Among these changes is clos-
ing Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark,
which, he said, was responsible for
more than $400,000 of the losses.
The county estimates that closing that
course would save roughly $750,000
through a combination of staff reduc-
tions and reduced maintenance, fuel
and utility costs.

 “I think in this particular case, we
have some real issues we need to
tackle and [closing Oak Ridge] is a
proposal that has some weight,” Free-
holder Angel Estrada said.

In addition to the course closing,
Mr. Devanney proposed other changes
aimed at making the county’s golf
operations more profitable, includ-
ing privatizing clubhouse operations
at Ash Brook and Galloping Hill.
There are also plans for a practice
facility and driving range at Gallop-
ing Hill, which the county hopes to
open this summer, which it estimates
could generate up to $50,000 a month
in revenue.

A group of golfers pressed the free-
holder board for information about
the particular problems facing Oak
Ridge and for definitive answers re-
garding the closing of the course and
the proposed changes to the remain-
ing two county courses.

“Everyone sitting here talking about
golf in Union County still doesn’t have
the information to talk intelligently
about it,” Jim Buettner, a county resi-
dent and golfer said. “I think the board
is being directed to make a decision
[on information] that is just not there,
at least it’s not available to us.”

They also asked the board to con-
sider other options instead of closing
Oak Ridge, including opening the
course for weekend play only, in-
creased advertising, raising greens
fees and making more of an effort to
promote the course to non-county
residents.

“I think you’re doing yourself an
injustice and you’re doing a disser-
vice to the county by closing that
course,” golfer Ellis Hester said.

Although Freeholder Estrada said
the closing was “a done deal in my
own personal opinion,” Board Chair-
man Al Mirabella stressed that no final
decision has been made by the board.

“It hasn’t been decided, that’s Free-
holder Estrada’s opinion,” Mr.
Mirabella said. Mr. Estrada is chair-
man of the board’s fiscal affairs com-
mittee.

Mr. Mirabella also said the county
has not determined what would be-
come of the property if Oak Ridge is
indeed closed, though he said the
plans would include “no housing or
development of any kind.”

Among the potential ideas for the
land mentioned in the proposed bud-
get from the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal was a cross-
country skiing park, as well as bicy-
cling and archery facilities. The Oak
Ridge clubhouse is also a historic
building requiring renovations, but
the freeholders said that issue is unre-
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Courtesy of Cena Pollitt
GOOD DEEDS...Ten women of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church on February 19
put on their aprons and whipped up 24 cakes to help feed the 300 people served
weekly through the AGAPE Community Kitchen Mission for homeless and disad-
vantaged in Elizabeth. This mission involves volunteers including those from the
Presbyterian Churches of Westfield, First Elizabeth and Cranford. Pictured above,
left to right, are: Betty Zwicky, Anne Teets and Jackie Rezza.

Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time '09

Sunday, March 8, 2 a.m.

Courtesy of Nick Carter
COMFORTABLY NUMB...Hearty soles take advantage of the snow storm that arrived Monday by having fun sledding in
Echo Lake Park. The snow brought several inches of ideal powder, then temperatures plunged, turning much to ice by
Wednesday.

Garwood Council Presents
Preliminary $6.9-Mil. Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Saying they are in
a “holding pattern” as they await
Governor Jon Corzine’s budget ad-
dress and a vote by the State Legisla-
ture on a pension deferral bill, the
Garwood Borough Council began
preliminary discussions on a proposed
$6.9-million budget Monday night.

As it presently stands, the proposed
budget would result in an average tax
increase of $170 per $103,000 in as-
sessed property value. However, this
number could increase if the Legisla-
ture does not pass the pension bill on
Monday, March 16. Under the legis-
lation, the borough would be able to
defer $225,000 in pension payments
this year, officials said.

The borough must also wait to see
if Consolidated Municipal Property
Tax Relief Act (CMPTRA) aid levels
are again reduced in Gov. Corzine’s
budget, which will be introduced on
March 10.

“Everything is pending,” Finance
Committee Chairwoman Kathleen
Villaggio said. “Pending the pension
legislation, pending final certifica-
tion of state aid.”

In his budget last year, Gov. Corzine
initially eliminated all CMPTRA aid
for towns with populations of less
than 5,000. Partial funding was even-
tually restored and Garwood ulti-
mately received more than $150,000
in CMPTRA for 2008. Although this
number is included in the 2009 mu-
nicipal budget, borough auditor War-
ren Korecky said there are indica-
tions that CMPTRA aid could be cut
again this year.

“It’s estimating here a little bit,” Mr.
Korecky said. “We hope we get what
we got last year [in CMPTRA aid].”

Overall, Ms. Villaggio said the
borough’s spending is “basically flat,”
with the only significant increase

being in insurance costs, the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority payment
and salaries. The borough’s surplus is
also lower than anticipated this year
because of reduced interest rates.

“There really isn’t that much to
cut,” Ms. Villaggio said. “Our depart-
ments did an excellent job in 2008
with keeping their expenses within
their budget.”

The council said it plans to intro-
duce the budget during its Tuesday,
March 24 meeting. Ms. Villaggio also
said the council will apply for ex-
traordinary state aid, although the
amount will be determined after the
state pension bill and budget num-
bers are released.

“Our taxpayers need any relief,”
Ms. Villaggio said. “That’s why we’re
looking for the aid, to decrease the
tax increase.”

Last year’s municipal budget was
$6.8 million with an average tax im-
pact of $177 per $100,000 of as-
sessed value. The borough had faced
a tax increase of $518 until CMPTRA
aid was partially restored and the
state awarded $250,000 in extraordi-
nary aid.

STATE SWIM CHAMPS AGAIN…The Westfield High School (WHS) boys
swim team displays the trophy after winning the Public A State Championship.
It was the 22nd state title for a WHS boys swim team. See story on page 11.

Westfield Board of Education Unveils
$90 Mil. School Budget for 2009-2010

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education Tuesday night
unveiled a $90,335,860 budget for
the 2009-2010 school year, repre-
senting an increase of $3,750,626 over
last year’s $86,585,234 spending plan.
The board will hold meetings every
Tuesday starting March 17 to discuss
and work on the budget until the final
budget is announced at the public
hearing on March 31.

Business Administrator Bob
Berman presented a slide show ex-
plaining the proposed budget, which
includes debt service. The tax levy is
not known at this time although it will
be at least $77,257,919, plus addi-
tional adjustments, including health
care and special education costs. Last
year’s tax levy was $75,086,661.

He also announced that the projects
for the 1999 bond were completed and
a balance of $8,277 would be trans-
ferred to debt service to repay part of
the principal, as well as the 2005 bond
referendumiin the amount of $47,267.

Mr. Berman also said the recent
refinancing of the debt service for the
1999 bond, which has about $3.1
million remaining of the initial $11.7

million, will save the district $34,000
to $38,000 per year.

In his presentation he explained a
review by the Union County executive
superintendent of schools showed the
Westfield school district needed to
reduce support services, including
classroom aides, extraordinary service,
such as one on one with special need
students, student related services and
improvement of instruction, i.e., su-
pervision of instruction.

Later in the meeting, board member
Alice Hunnicutt said she was con-
cerned about decreasing services in
special education and that it could be
against the state and federal law, which
could lead to lawsuits by parents.

As defined by the state, Westfield is
categorized in the 3,500-plus student
category and about 140 districts are in
this group, Mr. Berman said. Accord-
ing to this category, Westfield’s budget
inefficiencies as the county superinten-
dent reported include support services
cost per pupil, where Westfield is at
$1,917 and the state average is $1,720,
and transportation efficiency rating,
where Westfield is at 0.8 and the state
average rates at 1.2, Mr. Berman said.

“We have to show reductions mov-
ing towards (the state average),” Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said.

The district is efficient or below
state averages in administrative cost
per pupil, ratio of students to adminis-
trative personnel, ratio of students to
educational support personnel and ra-
tio of custodians to square feet of
building space.

About 80 percent of the proposed
budget is made up of salary and ben-
efits, board vice-president Julia
Walker said.

As the board works to reduce the
budget in the coming weeks, Ms.
Walker said, “These cuts are going to
involve people.”

Board member Anne Riegel asked
about stipends and board member Ri-
chard Solomon, chairman of the
board’s budget committee, said that
they do not amount to much in the big
picture saying they total about $1 mil-
lion and that the amount given is nego-
tiated in teacher contracts.

Currently, the district is negotiating

the health insurance premium, which
Mr. Berman said the health care pro-
vider, Cigna, had initially increased to
about 30 percent and he has so far
negotiated it down to under 16 per-
cent. He did say there are options to
looking into switching providers.

There is no increase in dental insur-
ance or prescription costs, he said, and
the recent bid for transportation of
natural gas has saved the district 77
cents per dekatherm (one-million Btu)
and he anticipates that will add up to
$35,000 in savings for the year.

Also, the district has saved money
by instituting an energy conservation
program, which Michael Pate and Tony
Cuccaro presented an update to the
board. The two are maintenance staff
that take on the extra task of ensuring
conservation is maximized. They are
paid a stipend that they split of $21,500
and come to work early, leave late and
observe the schools on weekends to
attend to this duty.

Mr. Pate said overall monthly sav-
ings from July 2007-November 2008
come to $258,702.

Electrical cost has increased by 17.4
percent, mostly due to the added 21.5
tons of air conditioning at Roosevelt
Intermediate School and new lighting
installed in the Westfield High School
hallways, but consumption had re-
duced by 13.1 percent.

Natural gas cost has decreased 13.3
percent, while consumption lessened
by 6 percent.

Three members of the public had
each asked a question to the board of
education.

David Finn, who is running for a
board seat in the Tuesday, April 21
school board elections, asked if the
board would talk to members of the
public before deciding on eliminat-
ing jobs.

Ginny Leiz, board president, re-
sponded “yes.”

Richard Mattessich, also a candi-
date, suggested the board work with
the Parent-Teacher Organization
(PTO) on its green initiatives.

Mary Beth Eliades, a paraprofes-
sional at Wilson School, asked about
busing special needs students who re-
quire aides. Ms. Dolan said this has
occurred in the past and is not unusual.

Five Candidates Seek Three BOE
Seats in WF; No SP-F, MS, GW Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Monday afternoon was
the closing date for submitting appli-
cations to become a candidate for
local school boards. The elections
will be held on Tuesday, April 21, at
which time residents will also be asked
to approve local school budgets. On
Tuesday, Governor Jon Corzine ex-
tended the candidate filing deadline
to Wednesday afternoon (past The
Westfield Leader’s press deadline) due
to Monday’s snow storm.

As of Tuesday: Westfield voters
will be have an opportunity to select
three candidates for board of educa-
tion (BOE) among a field of five
including one incumbent. There are
no competitive races in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Mountainside or Garwood

this year. In addition, there are no
candidates for unexpired seats in
Scotch Plains and Garwood.

In Westfield, the seats of Anne
Riegel, Beth Cassie and Jane Clancy
are up for re-election. Ms. Riegel,
who is serving her ninth year on the
board, and board member Ms. Cassie,
who has served seven years on the
board, are not seeking re-election.

Ms. Clancy, a resident of Norwood
Drive, has filed for another term. Also
filing for the three seats are David
Finn of Stevens Avenues, Richard
Mattessich of Lenox Avenue, Michael
McLane of Tuttle Parkway and Kathy
Monteiro of Michael Drive.

Mr. Finn, a sales consultant, said
the redistricting of Washington School
students to Edison Intermediate
School next fall was among the rea-

sons he is seeking a BOE seat.
“It was more about the process

than who was redistricted and why,”
Mr. Finn said. “I think I would be
remiss if I did not offer my services
after what has transpired over the last
few months (over redistricting).”

He also said he would like to ini-
tiate discussion on getting Westfield
public schools’ alumni involved simi-
lar to his involvement with his alma
mater, St. Peter’s Prep.

The candidate moved to Westfield
in 2000. He holds a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from
Rutgers University and an under-
graduate degree from Villanova Uni-
versity. A first-time candidate for
elected office, Mr. Finn has coached
Westfield youth sports over the years.

Mr. Mattessich, an associate gen-
eral counsel with Dun and Bradstreet
and a 12-year Westfield resident, said
he believes his financial background
will be a strength for the board in the
current economic downturn. The can-
didate is a certified public accountant
and holds a master’s degree in fi-
nance.

The candidate resides in the Wash-
ington School area, but outside of the
redistricting area as approved by the
Westfield BOE.

Mr. Mattessich said he believes the
issue of redistricting is a “town-wide”
issue rather than an issue about one
school. He said he has spoken at BOE
meetings to tell the board that there
needs to be more “transparency about
decision making” on the board. He
said it was important that people run
for the BOE to bring “new ideas” to
the board.

Candidate Monteiro, an architect
by trade who is director of construc-
tion administration for New Jersey
City University (formerly Jersey City
University), said she wants to use her
experience on multi-million dollar
budgets on the BOE, as well as im-
prove “community engagement” in
Westfield on school issues. She has
resided in Westfield for 18 years.

The daughter of a former teacher,
she holds a master’s degree in urban
planning and certificates in project
management from Rutgers Univer-
sity and historic preservation from
Drew University. She serves on the
board for St. Dominick Academy.

On the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, three seats are
open for election, and one seat is open
to fulfill the remaining year of a three-
year term. Incumbents Norman Trip

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of David Lynch
PARKING WOES…Town Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, right, addresses residents
at a Saturday meeting on the issue of Westfield High School students’ street parking
on surrounding streets as Councilmen Tom Bigosinski, second from left, and David
Haas, center, look on. Also pictured are Bill Link, the host of the meeting) and sitting,
Mary Ellen O’Boyle. Please see story on Page 10.


