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Investors Savings Bankrupts Trinity Men, 15-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Westfield Blue 10s Hold Down
Mountainside All-Stars, 11-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Baseball Blue Devils
Have Exciting Year

had an RBI sac fly.
Trinity took its only lead of the

game when Baker, who was on first,
advanced to third on Rubinetti’s single
to right and scored on Wester’s
grounder to the mound in the top of
the first. Investors answered rapidly
when Savarese doubled and scored
on Simo’s single. Barba tagged an
RBI single, scoring Dayton, to give
the Investors a 2-1 lead after two
innings.

Concerned with the low scoring
output, Savarese shouted, “Let’s go
here! We got to play some ‘D’ now!”

Barba added, “Play some good ‘D’
and we will get six next inning.”

Well! Investors did play some good
‘D’ and almost came through with
Barba’s prediction to score five runs
in the third. Simo launched his first
two-run homer, a run scored on a
throwing error, Dayton lined an RBI
single and DiFabio lofted an RBI sac
fly.

Trinity tapped Germinder for two
in the fourth to make the score 7-3.
Wester thumped his RBI triple over
the very surprised, but speedy,
Savarese’s head and scored on
Rafferty’s sac fly to center. Investors
were temporarily shocked into scor-
ing no runs in the fourth, but surged
back to score four in the fifth. Nies
clouted his colossal two-run shot then
Burger and Barba each added an RBI.

Germinder was responsible for all

three of Trinity’s outs in the sixth
when he hauled in a popup, then
absorbed a liner back to the mound
and tossed to first for the game’s only
double play. Simo slammed his sec-

New Year, New Home, New You!
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quarterfinals.
Jenkins also finished with a .370

batting average (BA), with 17 hits,
including a home run, 12 RBI and 10
runs scored.

One of the two super sophomores
on the team, catcher A.J. Murray led
in batting average (.492), RBI (30) at
triples (5), doubles (7) and hits (29),
while scoring 24 runs and hitting two
home runs.

Sophomore Danny Kerr settled well
in the leadoff spot and finished with a
.383 BA, 27 runs scored, three hom-
ers, four doubles, 18 RBI and 17
walks.

Senior third baseman Matt Isabella,
who made several key defensive plays,
did it with the stick also with a .359
BA, 23 hits, 19 runs scored and 16
RBI.

Senior shortstop Rob Granstrand,
who made a fabulous diving play in
the UCT title game, pulled off several
slick bunts, led the team in steals with
nine and finished with a .375 BA, 20
runs scored, 12 RBI, six doubles and
two homers.

Senior leftfielder Mike Lessner,
who made a fabulous catch in the
UCT title game and robbed an oppo-
nent of a homer in the sectional game
against Watchung Hills, finished with
a .400 BA, two homers, five doubles,
16 RBI and 15 runs scored.

Senior right fielder Mike Clark,
who made a pair of circus catches
against Ridge, did not clown around
at the plate with a .350 BA, two hom-
ers, three triples, six doubles, 19 runs
scored and 16 RBI.

Senior Dave Babetski shared time
at second base with junior Max
Fusaro. Babetski had a .324 BA and
scored 11 runs. Fusaro scored seven
runs and had three RBI. Senior
centerfielder Mike Forgash scored 11
runs and stole six bases, while Rob
Anderson had a .357 BA, 12 walks,
12 runs scored and eight RBI. In his
14 at bats, Mike Buontempo had a
.571 BA as did Jake Fox in his seven
appearances.

Primarily used as a pinch runner
for Jenkins, junior Joe Ondi stole four
bases but did bat .333 with five hits
and nine runs scored. Phil Queller got
three hits in his six plate appearances,
Aiden Scanlon was 2-for-5 and Phil
Russo was 2-for-8. James Hughes got
four hits, five RBI and four runs scored
in his 11 at bats. Kyle Hayden scored
three times and Greg Mucci scored
once.

Aside from Jenkins on the mound,
Scanlon recorded 22 strikeouts, seven
walks and a 3-2 record (2.55 ERA) in
24.67 innings. Mucci and Fox each
finished 2-0, Kerr went 1-0, Hayden
went 1-2 and Anderson went 0-1.

They kept the ball low. They didn’t
walk many runners. They kept the
ball in play, so generally most of the
kids are making the plays. They have
beaten some good teams. It’s quality
all-star summer travel baseball. Our
bats came alive, which broke it open,”
Westfield coach Paul Friel said.

LaCorte, who finished 3-for-3 with
an RBI and a run scored, led off the
bottom of the first inning with a double
to right field. Cruz cracked an RBI
single and Mike Ukrainskyj (2-for-3,
2 RBI, 2 runs scored) drilled an RBI
double to center then Arthur Xiao
added an RBI groundout to give
Westfield a 3-0 lead.

In the second inning, McGee, who
was on second, stole third and scored
on Young’s sharp grounder to short.
Westfield took what appeared to be a
comfortable 6-1 lead with three runs
in the bottom of the third. Pat
Chiricella and Jack Hall drew walks
and Kobe Wolf slashed a two-run
single to right. LaCorte drove Wolf
home with an RBI double to center.

Mountainside showed its moxie in
the fifth. McGee ripped a leadoff
single and Connor Sottosanti walked.
Matt Rice walked. McGee scored
when Tyler Stapleton grounded into a
force play at second. Carmine Cioffi,
batting for Mike Haydanek, drew a
walk and Jake Schneider lined an
RBI single to left. Stapleton also at-
tempted to score but leftfielder Ian
Mueller fired a bullet to Cruz, who
blocked the plate to record the out.

“He is a tremendous player, defen-
sively, offensively,” coach Friel said
of Cruz. “Cool as a cucumber! Al-
ways in the right spot!”

“It brings back the energy and ev-
erything else. The kids fought hard.

They battled until the end and that’s
all we can ask. It was great for the
kids. It’s a learning experience and
they will keep fighting,” coach
Haydanek said.

Mueller led off the bottom of the
fifth with a single to right and LaCorte
followed with a single. Jack
Neiswenter walked and Cruz popped
up to third. Mueller scored on
Ukrainskyj’s groundout to third for
the second out. Xiao walked to load
the bases and Friel followed with an
RBI walk. Then, on a routine grounder
back to the mound, the throw de-
flected sharply off the first baseman’s
glove and all three Westfield base
runners scored.

Mountainside’s Nick Cocchia led
off the sixth with a walk but reliever
LaCorte got Cole Schneider, Sam
Messler and McGee to make outs.
Alex Friedenberg, who played right
field, also got an at bat in the third
inning.

“Most of them have been together
for a long time. They have been jell-
ing with practices from (Head) Coach
Al (Rabinowitz),” coach Friel said of
his team.
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ond two-run homer in the bottom of
the sixth and Dayton later ended the
game with his two-run single to right.
Trinity 100 200 3
Investors Savings 115 044 15

Local Track Athletes Receive
All-Union County Honors

The Westfield High School 4x400-
meter relay team of Ashley Edwards,
Sirena VanEpp, Sophia DeVita and
Kelly Irving, along with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) senior
Whitney Adams were selected to the
All-Union County (UC) First Team
by The Star-Ledger. The four Blue
Devils broke the meet record in the
4x400 at the UC Championships and
Adams set an SPF record in the triple
jump and qualified for the Meet of
Champions.

Edwards (400 meters), Raiders Sa-
rah Canfield (long jump) and Camille
Handy (triple jump), and Governor
Livingston’s Jen St. Onge (800 meters)
received All-UC Second Team hon-
ors. Raider Brittney Veeck (3,200) also
received honors. Union Catholic Vi-
king Alexis Cubbage (200), Raider
Kim Wenson (shot put) and GL’s Claire
Smith (pole vault) received All-UC
Third Team honors.

UC Viking junior D.J. Thornton

took All-UC top honors in the 1,600
meters and, although he broke the 39-
year-old UC meet record of 9:26.7 in
the 3,200 meters set by Raider Vince
Cartier with a time of 9:20.03, GL’s
Chris Johnson received All-UC First
Team honors in the event. GL’s Justin
Amezquita took top honors in the
pole vault.

Blue Devils Ryan Scrudato (3,200)
and Henry Zhang, who cleared a
height of 13 feet in the pole vault,
were selected to the All-UC Second
Team. Raiders Martin Sweeney
(1,600) and Louvan Powell (triple
jump), GL’s Frank Yannotta (discus)
and Vikings Shariff Stubbs (100
meters) and Danny daCosta (800)
also received All-UC Second Team
honors.

Blue Devils Josh Einbinder (800),
Tyler Mase (shot put) and David
Fishman (pole vault), along with GL’s
Nick Aguilera (intermediate hurdles)
received All-UC Third Team honors.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING SOME SERIOUS OFFENSIVE CLOUT…Investors Savings’ Todd Simo blasted a pair of two-run homers,
a double and an RBI single, and scored three times against Trinity.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG DAY AT THE PLATE…Westfield Blue Mike Ukrainskyj ripped an RBI
double, a single and an RBI grounder, while scoring twice.


