
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 25, 2009 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

JENKINS WHS MASTER ‘K’, MURRAY LED IN BATTING

Blue Devil Baseballers Finish
Season of ‘High Excitement’

SWEENEY, GREEN, POWELL GRAB 1STS AT WC MEET

SPF Raider Track Boys Won
Watchung Conference Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Speed guns, pro scouts and exuber-
ant fans added even more fuel to what
turned out to be a highly exciting
season for the Westfield High School
baseball team that finished with a 16-
6 record.

The big drawing card for most of
the curiosity seekers was 6’7”
fireballer Chris Jenkins, who also
honed his deceptive slider as the sea-
son progressed. But there were also
several fine athletes, who added ex-
citement with timely hitting and key
defensive plays.

In three varsity seasons, Jenkins,
who will play at Stanford University
next year, relied exclusively on his
blazing fastball his first year, but ma-
tured rapidly in the next two years to
compile a 14-7 record with 235
strikeouts in 138.33 innings (11.89
K’s per seven innings). This season,
Jenkins fanned 82 opponents in 49.33
innings, allowed only 21 hits, walked
18 and hit eight to finish 7-1 with a
0.71 ERA. His lone loss came in
relief against Elizabeth.

Jenkins began this season with a
five-inning, no-hit shutout in a 23-0

win over Irvington, fanning 11 of the
12 batters he faced. He added a one-
hit shutout in five innings over Sum-
mit then tossed a gem in a seven-
inning no-hitter over Union, missing
a perfect game when a fly ball was
dropped in the sixth inning. In the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship game, possibly the

most exciting UCT title game ever,
Jenkins tossed a nine-inning one-hit-
ter against powerful Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, only to walk off the mound
with no decision and leaving the fate
of the game in the hands of the reliev-
ers. His final appearance was a three-
hit shutout over Ridge in the sectional

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior tri-captain Martin Sweeney
and ironman Louvan Powell were
expected to reap a lot of team points,
but the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys track and field team
needed strong efforts from other
sources in order to have a successful
season and did.

At the Blue Devil Invitational on
April 18, the Raider boys saw promis-
ing signs by placing in the top six in
seven events. Alex Carow and John
Domanski placed second in the pole
vault with a height of 22’6”. Quentin
Blackwell, Nate Bach, Kenny Azard
and Sweeney finished fifth in the sprint
medley relay (SMR). Powell and
Blackwell placed fourth in the long
jump. Powell and Durant Nelson took
sixth in the high jump. Matt McQuoid
and Dave Kreps took fourth in the shot
put. The Raiders placed sixth in the
discus, while Frank Mellana and Ryan
Brown took sixth in the javelin.

The Raiders placed seventh in the

Union County (UC) relays. Carow
and Domanski placed second in the
pole vault. Alex Parker (1200),
Blackwell (400), Matt Alfonso (800)
and Sweeney (1600) placed sixth in
the distance medley relay. Anchored
by Sweeney, the Raiders placed fourth
in the 4x1600. Tim Bonacum, Brown
and Mellana placed third in the jav-
elin. The Raiders also placed fourth
in the discus, sixth in the 4x400 and
sixth in the triple jump.

Sweeney, Powell and Marcus Green
stepped up at the right time to earn the
Raiders the Watchung Conference
team title. Sweeney won the 1,600
meters with a personal-best 4:24.44,
Parker finished fourth and Brandon
Wheeler crossed sixth. Sweeney also
crossed first in the 3,200 and Parker
crossed fourth. Green grabbed top
honors in the javelin with a toss of
163’1”, Mellana took second and
Brown placed fourth. Powell won the
high jump and placed second in the
triple jump, while Mike Burke took
fourth. Alex Carow, Domanski and

Zach Carow placed 2-5-6 in the pole
vault. McQuoid and Kreps placed 3-
4 in the shot put. McQuoid also took
third in the discus. Lamar Parks fin-
ished fifth in the 110-hurdles.

Next, at the UC championships,
Powell placed second in the triple
jump, fourth in the high jump and
third in the long jump at 21’1.75”.
Sweeney finished third in the very
tough 1,600 that featured Union
Catholic star runners DJ Thornton
and Danny daCosta, who placed 1-2,
respectively, and fourth in an equally
tough 3,200, where Thornton broke
the meet record and Chris Johnson of
Governor Livingston placed second.
Kreps and McQuoid placed 4-6 in the
shot put. Green and Mellana placed
4-5 in the javelin. Alex Carow tied for
fourth in the pole vault.

The North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2
championships in South Plainfield
yielded only a few point-getters for the
Raiders. Sweeney finished fourth in the
3,200. Blackwell took fifth in the long
jump and Green took fifth in the javelin.

SIMO SMASHES 2 HRs, 5 RBI; NIES HITS 2-RUN HR, 3B

Investors Savings Bankrupts
Trinity, 15-3, in S.P. Softball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two teams fortified with former
high school athletes primarily from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) and
New Providence (NP) faced off at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains.
Investors Savings, which was also
fortified with wily veterans, drained
Trinity, 15-3, in six innings in the first
game of a doubleheader in Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League action
on June 17.

NP product Todd Simo exercised
his influence with a pair of two-run
home runs, an RBI single and a
double, while scoring three times for
the 10-1 Investors. Veteran Mark Nies,
who scored three times, deposited a

two-run homer into the basketball
court in right field to go with his triple
and single, adding to the demise of
the Trinity team.

Prior to the first game, Investors’
veteran Steve Barba jokingly com-
mented that Investors is, “one of the
few banking companies that doesn’t
need to receive bailout money.”

Barba also noted that Investors’
only loss came in the second game of
a doubleheader against Deegan Roof-
ing.

The Investors racked up 20 hits,
while Trinity totaled six singles and a
triple. Investors’ leadoff hitter Scotty
Savarese (NP) slapped a double and
two singles, and scored twice. Of the
veteran crew, Brian Dayton had three

singles, three RBI and a run scored.
Emidio Monaco singled and scored
three times; Joe DeFabio singled
twice and had an RBI sacrifice fly;
Barba donated a pair of RBI singles,
and Dave Martorano singled and
scored. Ed Zazzali (SPF) scored once
and Corey Berger (run scored) had an
RBI and a single.

Investors’ veteran mound ace Ron
Germinder kept Trinity in check. Chris
Wester (2 RBI, run scored) got the
only extra-base hit, an RBI triple. Frank
DiMastricola and John Rubinetti (run
scored) each tapped a pair of singles.
Mike Bernardo and Dan Metzger each
had a single, Kyle Baker (SPF) scored
a run and Rob Rafferty (SPF coach)

Blue Devil Golf Camp
Beginners - Grades 3-6

Tues. Aug. 18 thru Fri. Aug. 21
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Advanced - Grades 7-10
Tues. Aug. 25 thru Fri. Aug. 28

11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Lunch is included in advanced camp.  Space is limited

Any questions about these Camps please call

Westfield Golf Coach John R. Turnbull at 908-322-5155

or email JRJTurnbull@aol.com.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AMONG THE TOP DISTANCE RUNNERS…Raider senior Martin Sweeney, No. 4, has been among the top distance
runners in the conference, Union County and Group 3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL-GROUP 4 SELECTIONS IN BASEBALL…Blue Devil senior Chris Jenkins, left, and sophomore A.J. Murray have
been named to the All-Group 4 First Team and Second Team, respectively. Jenkins was also Second Team All-State.

SUMMER
BLOWOUT!!

Deck Staining & Sealing...$75.00 OFF
House Power Washing...$50.00 OFF

908-347-4332
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