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Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
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17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.
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asmbramnick@njleg.org
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7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Singultus – A hiccup
2. Lazaretto – A public hospital for

lepers
3. Trophic – Having to do with nutri-

tion
4. Taube – A type of German mono-

plane having pigeon-shaped wings

ZEEKOE
1. The hippopotamus
2. A German helmet with a sharp metal

spike
3. A wedge
4. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
KRANG

1. Second-class; something of lesser
value

2. The shattering effect of a sudden
burst of energy, as in an explosion

3. Spittle
4. The body of a whale stripped of its

blubber
PHILAUTY

1. Pleasing, charming or delightful
2. A selfish regard for oneself
3. Self confidence; ability
4. Understanding; perceptiveness

STOIT
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. To run abandon; decamp
3. To stagger or stumble
4. Sturdy; solid

Mayor’s Opponents Only Talk
Of Forming a New Layer of Gov.

Why Was Beer Served at Park for
Candidate Loughlin GOP Fundraiser?

Roselle Resident Wants
Justice in Council Race

Mayor Garrett Smith of Roselle, and
Councilwomen Sylvia Turnage and
Samantha Dow, both Smith allies, pick-
eted in front of the Union County Board
of Elections last week. They were there in
support of Marc Baltimore, the write-in
candidate; they financed to run against
our incumbent 5th ward councilwoman
Christine Dansereau in the June primary.

They chanted, “We want justice, we
want a recount.”

Marc Baltimore voted twice in the June
2 election, once at the polls and also as an
absentee voter. On June 11, 2009, I heard
Baltimore testify under oath in court to
this bizarre action.

Residents of the 5th Ward want justice
too. Why are Smith and his allies support-
ing someone who decided to willingly
skew the votes in our ward? It’s Dansereau
who should be recounting, except for the
fact that she won with an overwhelming
margin.

Why would the mayor want Baltimore
on his council knowing he had to remove
Baltimore from his appointment on the
zoning board because of lack of atten-
dance? Why would the mayor support
Baltimore who told 5th ward residents
that the flood project is dead? This I heard
myself when Baltimore campaigned at
our house, and also when a resident testi-
fied to it under oath during Baltimore’s
case on June 11.

Councilwoman Christine Dansereau
has been diligently working on this sorely
needed flood project, which is nearing
fruition, and includes grants from the
state and Union County. Why would Smith
want someone who campaigned using
phones paid for by the municipality he
worked for at the time of the primaries?
This incident was also a part of a resident’s
testimony.

I can only surmise that Smith wants
Councilwoman Dansereau out more than
he wants Baltimore in because of her
reputation as “due diligence Dansereau”
in our ward. She has challenged the mayor
on his attempt to raise his salary by 500
percent, to close our one-and-only
firehouse and EMS in a shared services
attempt, and Dansereau studies and ques-
tions the bill list on a regular basis before
she votes.

This seems to make Smith and his
allies uncomfortable. Injustice in the 5th
ward makes me uncomfortable. I join the
call for all 5th ward residents, “We Want
Justice,”’ and we expect it from those
elected to serve the people of Roselle.

Arlene Murphy
Roselle

Kudos to Westfield Recreation,
DPW for Softball Field Work

Local Governments Must Band
Together and Put Screws on Trenton

Editor’s Note: The following letter is
addressed to town mayors and councils.

I just received my August tax bill (as
did many), goodie goodie.

The time has come for local govern-
ments to band together and put the screws
to that gang in Trenton. This November,
when you all convene in Atlantic City
(League of Municipalities) you need to
send a clear message to Trenton. Yes, we
all would like to pay less property tax.
But, property tax is only part of the cost of
property ownership. Quite frankly, I sus-
pect most of us would like to pay fewer
taxes in general.

By law we must have garbage collec-
tion, sewer connection, etc. Over the years,
environmental laws were passed that rap-
idly raised the cost of these services at a
rate far greater than other laws permitted
municipalities to raise taxes.

I recognize the reality of this problem.
However, to comply, municipalities are
now forced to play this stupid game and
pass these costs directly to the property
owner. Now, the taxpayer will have to
pay directly for these services. As a result,
the property owner will be spending the
same money for all the mandated costs
without being able to declare them as a
property tax deduction on their federal
tax return. The net result is that we will
pay more taxes, not less. As if that’s not
bad enough, the added tax money leaves
New Jersey.

Now, the people we elected who are
responsible for this situation (mess) want to
claim credit for getting Washington to send
some of that tax money back. Why the h—
did they make us send it to Washington in

the first place? I suspect they are spending
too much effort in getting reelected and too
little effort for their constituents or perhaps
they are just incompetent.

Dear fellow taxpayers, please send your
views on this matter to your mayor and
council, those culprits in Trenton and this
newspaper.

[In a separate letter]: In the April 9
issue of this newspaper, you reported the
results of the Scotch Plains Board of
Adjustment (SPBOA) hearing related to
the rejection of a temporary operating
permit for a home business to secure
props of weaponry [not actual weapons].

In the April 30 editon, you published
my letter to the editor on this subject.

I posed the three questions referenced
in the original article directed to the presi-
dent of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) and the members of the
SPBOA: Could someone explain what is
meant by “near a school”?; Are citizens’
rights restricted if they live “near a
school”? and Would that restriction also
include Park Avenue and 2nd Street busi-
ness areas?

To date, I have not read any response to
these questions. Perhaps no one on the
BOE or SPBA reads your newspaper or
read my letter. Since you covered this
meeting and published it on your front
page, you must have considered it news-
worthy and of concern – so please contact
them and obtain an answer to the ques-
tions and publish them for the citizens of
our towns. Perhaps we would be enlight-
ened by their response?

Tom Chieffo
Fanwood

On Saturday, June 13, Republican can-
didate for town council, Keith Loughlin,
hosted a fundraising kickball party at
Unami Park. Many local elected officials
reportedly attended, including Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and several other Repub-
lican members of the Westfield Town
Council.

A local blog quoted Mr. Loughlin as
saying, “I thought this would be a family
event. It would involve family and it
would be a little different. I like kickball.”

However, one of the pictures of the
event on The Westfield Leader website
showed a case of beer, bottle of wine and
large Budweiser beer cooler prominently
displayed on the food table next to the
chips. [Source: goleader.com/services/

photos/09jun13-WF-Loughlin/pages/
IMG_9167.htm].

While there is nothing inherently wrong
with serving alcohol at political
fundraisers, why would these politicians
allow alcohol to be served at a kickball
game that is billed as a “family event”?

While it is admirable of Mr. Loughlin
to attempt to involve family and have a
fundraiser that would “be a little differ-
ent,” I hope most parents would agree
with me that alcohol and kickball parties
don’t mix. I hope the mayor and Mr.
Loughlin will realize the inappropriate
nature of this mixed message they are
sending to Westfield families.

Susan Jacobson (D)
Former Westfield Councilwoman

I write to you today concerning the
discussions that took place at last week’s
town council meeting, which were also
chronicled in The Westfield Leader about
the establishment of an environmental
commission.

While the environment is important,
the most important issue facing people
across the land these days is their fi-
nances.

Last week’s council meeting agenda
covered many items that are at the heart of
this; including adopting the 2009 munici-
pal budget, adopting a debt management
plan and ordinances fixing the salaries of
our town employees. The good news for
the people of Westfield is that those op-
posing Mayor Skibitsky spent no time
talking about these items, but rather en-
gaged in a lengthy diatribe on establish-
ing a new layer of government that may
actually bear additional costs to our town.

In other words, the mayor’s opponents
understand that the work done by the
mayor and his finance committee is at the
height of fiscal responsibility (and I’m
sure the envy of countless other munici-
palities). Let me repeat what I’ve stated
before on these pages: If Elizabeth and
Trenton adopted the fiscal practices Mayor
Andy Skibitsky employs here in Westfield,

businesses and people would not be flee-
ing the state as they are now doing.

It’s regrettable that certain uninformed
individuals feel that Mayor Skibitsky
“buried” establishing an environmental
commission. But this is exactly what’s
wrong with New Jersey in that too many
of our public officials (and some who
now seek public office) believe that in
order to accomplish certain objectives
that task forces, committees, commis-
sions, etc. need to be in place. We are in
a fortunate position that our mayor is also
a businessman and, through his leader-
ship and action, the town has already
taken countless environmentally respon-
sible steps. And it was done without form-
ing a new layer of government bureau-
cracy. (Walking School Buses, the
Westfield First Campaign, Green Team,
energy efficient lighting, anti-idling ordi-
nance…)

In summary, Mayor Skibitsky under-
stands that leadership, especially in diffi-
cult times, requires substance while fac-
ing issues squarely. This is why I believe
there is no one better to lead our great
town in the future.

Frank Arena
First Ward Councilman

Cyclists Raise $7,500 for Pan Mass
Challenge, Thank Community

This has certainly been a challenging
Westfield Softball spring season with the
horrendous weather that has left many frus-
trated players, parents, coaches and league
directors scrambling on a daily basis. In
fact, the fourth/fifth grade in-town softball
championship game was played indoors the
night before school was let out to get it
completed — a Girls Softball League of
Westfield (GSLW) first! But, no where has
the challenge been greater, and met, than by
our Westfield Recreation Department and
the Department of Public Works (DPW) in
the overwhelming task of attempting to
prepare the fields on a daily basis in the
hopes of getting whatever possible games
in we could.

On behalf of the GSLW, I would like to
extend our sincere thanks and gratitude to
Bruce Kaufman and employees of the
Westfield Recreation Department and
Tony Cuccaro, Larry Scipioni, John
Russitano, Pat Gray and employees of the

DPW for the phenomenal job they did in
doing everything feasibly possible this
softball season to make our fields play-
able. Without their efforts, a frustrating
season could have easily become an
unsalvageable one.

And a special thanks to our fellow
GSLW board member and field and um-
pire scheduler Gary Fox who, since early
April, has been up at sunrise nearly every
Saturday and Sunday surveying the fields
along with the aforementioned individu-
als to make the determination of what
fields could be prepared in time for morn-
ing games.

The youth of Westfield are extremely
lucky to have such committed individuals
behind the scenes working so hard to
provide them the opportunity to partici-
pate in the activities they love.

Ed Ronk
Westfield Girls Softball League

On Saturday, June 13, Jay’s Cycle in
Westfield hosted a silent auction at which
more than 60 items were auctioned, with
100 percent of the $7,500 raised going
straight to the Jimmy Fund for the full
benefit of the Dana Farber Cancer Insti-
tute, a leading cancer care and research
center in Massachusetts.

Six of us from Westfield will cycle 192
miles together with about 5,000 other
cyclists on August 1 and 2 for this same
cause in the Pan Mass Challenge, the
country’s largest athletic fundraiser,
which, last year, raised $35 million for the
Jimmy Fund to battle cancer.

We would like to extend our deepest
and most heartfelt thanks to the many
local businesses (too numerous to men-
tion in this letter) that donated items to
our auction. It was a huge success, and we
are grateful to you.

The $7,500 raised in Saturday’s auc-
tion will be utilized to assist the fundraising
goals of each of us who individually has
signed a contract with the Pan Mass Chal-
lenge to raise a minimum of $4,200 each,
or a total of $25,200 for the six Westfield

cyclists. Several of us have higher per-
sonal fundraising goals.

We would also like to thank the more
than 100 folks from Westfield and our
surrounding communities who came,
some from as far away as New York City
and Philadelphia, to the auction and en-
joyed some good wine and food but, more
importantly, bid on the many items up for
auction and shared in a fellowship against
cancer.

Though the specific charity that this
event supports – the Dana Farber Cancer
Institute – is not local, cancer, unfortu-
nately, is! Everyone involved in
Saturday’s exciting event – those who
donated items or bid on them – can take
pride in the knowledge that they did their
part – this year – to end this dreaded
disease that affects so many families in
our area.

Thank you so very much, Westfield!

Ed Carr, Tony Cook, Ed Gallagher,
Joe Gachko, Arch Knisely and

Mark Otto
Westfield

Californian Remembers
Westfield Days

Just wanted to thank you for your ef-
forts in archiving The Westfield Leader. I
visited the site www.goleader.com/ar-
chives/1967/ and downloaded a couple of
the pdf’s. What fun to look at The Leader
from that time period.

I grew up in Westfield, living there
until I graduated from WHS in 1971. I’ve
lived in Southern California since ‘76,
and only get to see Westfield every five
years or so. It’s a treat to be able to see the
town as I remember it (way before
Victoria’s Secret and Trader Joe’s!)

I’m not in a position to fund the effort
to do the archiving, but just wanted to let
you know that your efforts have been
appreciated. Thanks again.

David Corwin
Santa Monica, CA.

Mayor Skibitsky Explains Position
On Town’s Environmental Plan

The environment is too important an
issue to get batted around in campaign
rhetoric. Recent accounts in The Westfield
Leader of faux debates about which di-
rection the town should proceed, estab-
lish an environmental commission or seek
certification as a sustainable community,
serves to detract from two important truths.
First, we all agree that continuing to pro-
tect the environment is important. Sec-
ond, rest assured, the Town of Westfield
is not behind the times on environmental
matters. It is, in fact, decades ahead of the
times in its foresight and actions.

While I understand that it is the “silly
season,” to distort the facts or create a
“crisis” where none exists does a disser-
vice to the townspeople. To be sure, I
have never had a conversation with Coun-
cilman Tom Bigosinski about the cre-
ation of an environmental commission,
hence his comments e-mailed to The
Leader that I am “hostile” to the effort is
purely campaign motivated. Further, the
notion that the Town of Westfield is some-
how deficient in its regard for the envi-
ronment and that the only way to prove
we are committed to doing the right thing
is by the creation of a new commission is
political poppycock.

Now let’s look at the Town of Westfield.
Looking back, the entire layout of the
town, with its centralized business dis-
trict surrounded by primarily single-fam-
ily residential neighborhoods, complete
with sidewalks for pedestrians and easy
access to mass transit, made Westfield

“sustainable” long before the environ-
ment and sustainability became “issues.”
Further, over time, the town conserved all
of its open space by creating municipal
parklands and protecting natural habitats.
Progressive and effective planning and
zoning regulations preserved the over-
whelming (currently 93 percent) residen-
tial nature of the town. I presume these are
the reasons why no past Westfield Town
Council sought to establish a conserva-
tion or environmental commission since
the enacting legislation was passed in
1968.

Now, let’s look at our good neighbors to
the east. Councilman Dave Haas continu-
ally points to Cranford as the model. Ac-
cording to Councilman Haas, Cranford
has an Environmental Commission; there-
fore, Westfield should have one. But
Westfield has to make decisions based on
what’s right for Westfield. Cranford’s com-
mission was established in 1970 in large
part to address the challenges presented by
the Rahway River, which meanders
through the township and frequently
flooded its banks. In addition, Cranford
has an industrial park within its borders.

In his letter to the editor published in
The Leader’s June 18, 2009, edition,
Councilman Haas refers several times to
the Mayor’s Agreement on Climate
Change signed by former Mayor
McDermott, alleging that “the town has
not made any significant progress on these
environmental issues since Mayor
McDermott signed…the agreement five

years ago.” Wow. This misrepresentation
of the facts does not serve the public
good. In a form letter dated March 30,
2005, sent by the U.S. Conference of
Mayors to mayors across the country,
Seattle’s Mayor Greg Nickels requested
support for a draft resolution to be pre-
sented at the June 2005 U.S. Conference
of Mayors meeting.

On April 25, 2005, two months before
the actual conference, Mayor McDermott
signed and returned the response page
lending support to the cause. Let me point
out that the “agreement” Councilman Haas
continually refers to contains three action
points: (1) Urge the federal and state
governments to enact policies and pro-
grams to reduce global warming pollu-
tion levels; (2) Urge the U.S. Congress to
pass greenhouse gas reduction legisla-
tion, and (3) Strive to meet or exceed
Kyoto Protocol targets for reducing glo-
bal warming pollution by taking action in
our communities, such as purchasing only
Energy Star equipment and appliances
for city use, adopting and enforcing land-
use policies that reduce sprawl, preserve
open space, and create compact, walkable
urban communities.

The town has already accomplished
most of the agreement’s suggestions that
fall within the purview of the local gov-
ernment. But that is not only what the
town does to safeguard the environment.
For example, when purchasing new ve-
hicles and mechanical equipment, alter-
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What Was Oversized, Overweight
Truck Doing on Hetfield Bridge?

The “oversized” 259,000-pound/130-ton truck and load
that flipped on its side after crossing Hetfield Bridge in
Scotch Plains last week was double the weight capacity of
the bridge (rated at 56 tons). It had no business being there
in the first place. The approved routing of the truck was
to go through the underpass of the Crossway Street
Bridge in Westfield. But the driver saw that the underpass
was two feet too low for his cargo. When he called about
the dilemma, he was rerouted over the Hetfield Bridge.
Who made the decision? Were they authorized? Why did
they not know what they were doing?

What was this truck doing in Westfield and Scotch
Plains in the first place, as it was headed to General
Electric’s plant in Schenectady, N.Y. The Scotch Plains
Police told us that oversized loads of this magnitude come
from Port Elizabeth and pass through our area an average
of once a month on their way to Route 287.

This is disconcerting that imports are routed through
the center of our suburban towns. Why on earth did the
routing company not have a better grasp of Union County
roads? In today’s technical world, all this information
easily accessible via a Google search.

Suppose this truck flipped on top of a car or worse, onto
pedestrians. Suppose it collapsed the bridge onto a Raritan
Valley commuter train. Does the state Department of
Transportation (DOT) approve routing of vehicles through
local streets in New Jersey? If so, why?

This is a potentially dangerous situation for motorists,
pedestrians, commuters and residents with many ques-

tions arising. Has the Hetfield Bridge been damaged? Is
an inspection warranted? By whom and when? Who pays
for the fix? Will this happen again?

We ask, “What types of goods can be transported via
truck through our downtowns?” Suppose this trailer con-
tained chemicals and spilled when overturned – possibly
contaminating the area.

The issue of large trucks traveling through our local
roads is one that must be addressed regionally. We call
upon our state, county and municipal elected officials to
review the regulations, make sure they are proper and
ensure that they are followed. We also ask our officials to
ensure that the proper safeguards are in place to prevent
similar accidents in the future.

We ask that all bridges be clearly marked for weight,
height and width restrictions. The Hetfield Bridge is not
marked. Fortunately, there were no injuries or fatalities in
the Hetfield Bridge incident. The next time, we may not
be so lucky.

We’re not against commerce. Our economy urgently
needs it. In fact, we were encouraged when seeing these
loads occasionally proceed along North Avenue. We
thought that maybe our U.S. manufacturing industry was
making a rebound. We never thought these were from the
port – that imported machines were now moving through
our downtowns. This puts matters in a discouraging light.

Had American engineers and workers manufactured
these machines, we would support a parade to celebrate.
And we would make dang sure the proper route was used.


