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Charles Laskowski for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXCITED ABOUT EDUCATION...Members of the Educational Enrichment
Fund of Scotch Plains-Fanwood are animated with their comments about their
goals during a dinner party at the home of Al and Phyllis Mirabella in Fanwood
last week.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHARING INFORMATION…Consultant Dan Mason, center, addresses resi-
dents about the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Shared Services Study Committee at last
Thursday’s public meeting at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. Flanking Mr.
Mason, pictured from left to right, are: Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and Co-
Acting Scotch Plains Township Manager Bob LaCosta.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TO READ...Arne Duncan, the United States Secretary of Education, visits the
Fanwood Library on Monday afternoon and is greeted by a host of state and local
dignitaries including Governor Jon Corzine, Congressman Leonard Lance, Asw.
Linda Stender and Fanwood Mayor Collen Mahr. The secretary’s visit promoted
President Barack Obama’s volunteer initiatives along with local library needs.

SP-F BOE Discusses Change
In Sciences Curriculum

SP, FW Panel to Examine
Merging Depts. and Services

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayors
Nancy Malool of Scotch Plains and
Colleen Mahr of Fanwood said last
week that, while the shared services
study committee should not be seen
as a vehicle to merge the two towns,
the group will look into whether the
adjoining towns’ departments and
services can be combined in an effort
to save taxpayer dollars.

“It’s time to raise the ante because
we are all tax-weary,” Mayor Mahr
said at last Thursday’s 90-minute
public meeting at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School that was de-
signed to allow residents to offer rec-
ommendations to the eight-member
group that was formed at the start of
this year. Assisted by Cranford-based
consultant Jersey Professional Man-
agement (JPM), the group will meet
throughout the year before JPM is-
sues a final report with recommenda-
tions at year’s end. Any formal action
to implement the recommendations
will have to be taken by the governing
bodies of the two towns.

The two towns, along with the joint
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, have engaged in various
shared services arrangements — such
as equipment purchasing and ballfield
development — since 2000, but
Mayor Malool said the new commit-
tee will be “taking it up a couple of
notches.” Both mayors promised fur-
ther public meetings as the

committee’s work moves along, with
Mrs. Mahr vowing “an open and trans-
parent process.”

JPM’s Dan Mason said the munici-
pal departments to be included in the
study include police, fire and ambu-
lance, public works, recreation, li-
brary, courts, tax assessors and col-
lection, finance, construction code,
the administrative aspect of zoning
and planning, recycling, trash and
garbage and public facilities. In re-
sponse to a resident’s question, Mr.
Mason said a number of New Jersey
municipalities have successfully
merged large departments, including
Middlesex and Dunellen, which
merged public works departments;
five Hudson County communities that
formed a joint fire department, and
Sayreville and South Amboy, which
formed a joint court system, as did
Belmar and Lake Como.

He said that in the early stages of
the committee’s discussions, “we’ve
had excellent cooperation” from de-
partment heads and employees in both
towns.”

The eight members of the study
committee, which meets every two
weeks, include Mayors Malool and
Mahr, Fanwood Council President
Donna Dolce and Councilman David
Valian, Fanwood Borough Adminis-
trator Eleanor McGovern, Scotch
Plains Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss,
Township Construction Official Rob-
ert LaCosta and Township Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Lori Majeski.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
met Thursday for an open agenda
meeting and took time during the
meeting to discuss the district’s five-
year Strategic Plan that will be up for
the board’s approval on Thursday,
June 25.

“This is really impressive,” said
audience member Kalpana Krishna
Kumar. “I’m really, really happy to
see it come out in this form.”

Ms. Krishna Kumar also spoke
about the recommendation for
volunteerism and if the goal to gener-
ate additional revenue would be im-
pacted by other groups, such as the
PTA, that fundraise throughout the
school year. She also noted that the
title “volunteerism” has led to some
confusion.

Board members described some
differences to show how the different
groups would not be an issue. “The
PTA is usually very school focused,”
said board member Nancy Bauer.
“We’re looking much broader.”

“We’re looking beyond commu-
nity,” Board President Trip
Whitehouse said, naming corporate
sponsorship as an example.

Board member Donald Parisi, chair-
man of the Ad Hoc committee, added
that changing the “volunteerism” title
in the future could be an option.

Michael Lewis of Fanwood asked
why a shared service was not an area
included in the draft proposed strate-
gic plan.

“There was a great amount of work
done by the task force and we couldn’t
possibly prioritize all of them,” Mr.
Parisi said.

“But remember,” he added, “just
because it is not part of the strategic
plan does not mean that it won’t be
pursued.”

Information on the strategic plan
has been posted on the district’s
website, spfk12.org.

Also discussed Thursday were the
course proficiencies that will also be
up for approval on Thursday, June 25,
which upon board approval would be
incorporated into the curriculum dur-
ing the 2009-2010 school year.

“In many areas the changes in-
volved adding technology,” Ms. Bauer
said.

“Certainly we are working towards
preparing students for their future,”
Ms. Bauer told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “We all seem to agree
that their future in both higher educa-
tion and the world of work will be
infused with technology. We feel a
responsibility to give all students the
confidence and skills in using tech-
nology that they will need after gradu-
ation.”

One change would be to the middle
school science curriculum. Instead of
studying a different area of science
each grade level, “grades 6 through 8
would study specific units of Earth,
Life, and Physical Science each year,”
Ms. Bauer said.

Currently, the sixth graders study
Earth Science, seventh graders study
Life Science and the eighth graders
study Physical Science.

“We believe that middle school
science should not be as segmented
as it is and this will be a far better
approach,” Mr. Parisi said. “It is much
more effective to combine each year
and get a little bit of each area.”

Overturned Truck Was 74 Tons
Over Limit for Hetfield Overpass

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A truck that
overturned off of the Hetfield Avenue
overpass in Scotch Plains last week
was scheduled to have gone under the
Crossway Place underpass in
Westfield but had to be rerouted be-
cause it was two feet higher than the
underpass, Scotch Plains police said
this week. In addition, police have
determined the truck and its load were
more than double the weight capacity
of the Hetfield overpass.

Scotch Plains Police Sergeant
Ernesto Hernandez told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Monday
that the truck was owned by Turbo
Trucking out of Kingwood, Tex., and
leased to ATF Specialized, Inc. of St.
Cloud, Minn. “All the paperwork was
in order. But there was some confu-
sion with the route that he was given,”
Sgt. Hernandez said, noting that the
driver and vehicle were properly cer-
tified through the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation.

Sgt. Hernandez said upon reaching
Crossway, the driver realized his ve-
hicle, with a height of 15 feet, 10
inches, would not fit under Cross-
way, which has a height of 13 feet, 8
inches. ATF uses a private company
to handle directional routing for its
vehicles. The company instructed the
driver to proceed to Hetfield.

Spokespersons for both the DOT
and NJ Transit said the other agency
had jurisdiction for the bridge. Both
the County of Union and Scotch Plains
said it was their understanding that

NJ Transit was responsible for the
bridge.

The truck and its load, weighing
259,000 pounds/130 tons, was headed
from Port Elizabeth to General Elec-
tric in Schenectady, N.Y. Sergeant
Hernandez said Scotch Plains sees
about one oversized load per month
coming from Port Elizabeth. A fol-
low-up by Scotch Plains police, upon
questioning by The Times, determined
the truck and its load were double the
weight limit of the bridge.

“The weight limit is 56 tons/
112,000 pounds. As far as we were
told, there is no length/width restric-
tions; it is up to the escort vehicle to
determine if the truck can safely make
the turn and if it can safely handle the
pitch,” Scotch Plains Police Chief
Brian Donnelly said in an e-mail re-
sponse to The Times.

The normal routing takes the trucks
up North Avenue to Midway Avenue,
right onto Terrill Road, and left onto
Front Street and onto Route 22, West,
enroute to Route 287 North.

When the driver, who was carry-
ing a stator housing unit for a gen-
erator, tried to negotiate a right turn
off the bridge onto South Avenue,
the load shifted due to the truck
being on a grade, and the pin con-
necting the cab to the back end
snapped, said Sgt. Hernandez, thus
causing the vehicle to overturn on its
side.

As to weight restrictions on local
roadways, County Police Chief Dan
Vaniska said the County Police Truck
Enforcement Unit “routinely moni-
tors truck traffic on the roadways and
bridges in Union County for over-
weight trucks and aggressively en-
forces violations.”

“As far as oversized trucks, this
same traffic unit will also check these
truckers to assure they’re in compli-
ance with their issued DOT permits,
with regard to length, width and load
limits. Our Truck Enforcement Unit
is also utilized by local law enforce-
ment jurisdictions when requested,”
Chief Vaniska said.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Capital Budget, Development

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council continued discussions
of the 2009 capital budget during a
special meeting on Wednesday night,
a week ago.

The council is in the process of
finalizing which projects it would
like to complete in anticipation of
approval of a municipal budget in
July. The borough has not funded
capital improvements for the past
two years, and Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell said projects are beginning
to “pile up.”

Borough Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tompkins reported that there is
roughly $950,000 available from pre-
viously approved capital ordinances
that can be rerouted to new projects.
He estimated that half of this money
had already been bonded. Mr.

Tompkins had said funding from the
capital budget that goes unused could
be diverted into the operating budget
next year to offset costs.

“We have funds available that we
can reprogram into whatever projects
you want to do, up to a certain limit,”
Mr. Tompkins said.

The total bill for the projects under
consideration currently stands at
$784,700. This number does not in-
clude the cost of an engineering study
of the Borough Hall that was decided
upon on Wednesday. The council was
considering multiple improvements
to the building; however, Council-
woman Joan Wheeler said she did not
believe the plan went far enough.

“This is band-aiding, this is not
fixing, and we really need a survey of
the entire building to see what we
should do with the building,” Ms.
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SP-F High School Graduates 375;
Class Cheers ‘Oh What? ’09!’

By KATHERINE A. SLOAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) officials and peers com-
mended the Class of 2009’s 375
graduates Tuesday evening on Tyson
Field.

What was thought to be an indoor
event for the new graduates instead
turned into a celebration under a glow-
ing rainbow. While the rain held out,
some of the academic body shared
their outlook with the Class of 2009,
including Board of Education (BOE)
President Trip Whitehouse and Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes.

After the students marched across
Tyson Field into their seats, SPFHS
Principal David Heisey greeted the

graduates, families
and friends, and
thanked those who
contributed to the stu-
dents’ success, such as
the BOE and the
school faculty.

Mr. Heisey em-
braced the Class of
2009 with his inspir-
ing words for their fu-
ture. “All of you from
the Class of 2009 have
the freedom to make
choices,” he said. He elaborated on
the importance and the purpose of
each decision they make and how it
will impact their futures. He con-
cluded his speech with this thought:
“I expect great things from the Class

of 2009,” suggesting
his high aspiration for
their success.

Va l e d i c t o r i a n
Karthik Kumar ap-
proached the podium
to address all those in
attendance. Looking
proudly at his fellow
classmates, he shouted
out to the “big, blue
sea in front of me,
what’s up?” The stu-
dents quickly became

excited and began to cheer repeatedly
“Oh what? ’09!” After a short celebra-
tion, Karthik spoke out to his class-
mates, asking them, “Where did all the
time go?” Reflecting on how time
flies, Karthik honored his fellow class-
mates, now graduates, saying, “sitting
there speaks volumes of success.”

Karthik spoke of how close the
class had come together despite indi-
viduals trying to find their own niche
through diverse activities such as
music, sports and academics.

Principal Heisey then presented
Michelle Conway, the class salutato-
rian. Michelle focused on how fortu-
nate the students were to be part of the
statistics of the State of New Jersey.
Almost 100 percent of students in the
state graduated and almost 90 per-
cent are going off to college this year.

Michelle, paraphrasing President
Barack Obama, said it is important to
use one’s education to help those less
fortunate and that the graduates can
make a difference.

Following the singing of Ben King’s
“Stand by Me” by the Senior Co-
Curricular Chorus, Mr. Whitehouse
addressed the graduates.

Mr. Whitehouse conveyed his con-
tinued hope for the success of the
Class of 2009, acknowledging the 52
students in the National Honor Soci-
ety and one National Merit Scholar-
ship Program finalist, Austin
Pfundheller.

The BOE president described the
“outstanding achievement” by the
Class of 2009 in raising $400,000 for
the fight against cancer. He left the
students with a quote by Pope John
Paul II, stating, “You can achieve
anything if you work hard for it.”

Mr. Whitehouse and Superinten-
dent Hayes then distributed the diplo-
mas to the 375 graduates.

Class President Jaclyn Law thanked
everyone who had a helping hand in
each of the student’s lives, and high-
lighted Class of 2009 memories.

“New friendships were formed and
old ones grew stronger,” she said.

Jaclyn thanked her classmates for
the “best four years.” In unison, at
Jaclyn’s behest, the class sang Noto-
rious B.I.G.’s words, “It was all a
dream.”

The graduating Class of 2009 then
tossed their caps in the air and said
their final farewells to high school
and hello to new opportunities.

Karthik Kumar

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY JOURNEY...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2009 savor their graduation ceremony
Tuesday night.

Congratulations Class of 2009Congratulations Class of 2009Congratulations Class of 2009Congratulations Class of 2009Congratulations Class of 2009


