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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click archives

June 18, 2005: The Reds stunned
the second-seeded Orioles, 6-4, in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Base-
ball Association Major Division semi-
finals at Booth Field. Reds pitchers
Michael Caminetti, Luke Mineo and
Johanna Offitzer combined to limit
the Orioles to five hits, while striking
out six and yielding just two walks.
Mike Perez went 2-for-2, with a double
and a two-run single. Sean Coloney
provided the key game-winning two-
run triple in the top of the fifth inning.

June 18, 2004: The Westfield Se-
nior American Legion baseball team
battered visiting Kenilworth, 19-9.
The biggest flash came off the “thun-
der stick” of Alex Zieller when he
blasted a two-run home run in the
first inning.

June 2003: Blue Devil seniors Dan
MacDonald and Billy Schultz re-
ceived All-State Second and Third
Team recognition, respectively, in
boys lacrosse. MacDonald and
Schultz, who recently netted two goals
in a Gibbs Division victory over the
Pitt Division, also were named to the
All-Gibbs Division First Team.

June 15, 2002: Raider senior Ray
Williams finished second in the 400
meters with a personal best time of
46.34 in the National Scholastic Track

and Field Championships in Raleigh,
N.C.

June 17, 2000: Suddenly, it’s 1864
again! An event near the flagpole at
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
would have taken observers back in
time. Yes, around the time of the Civil
War! An 1864 rules “base ball” game
between the Elizabeth Resolutes, a
team comprised primarily of
Westfield and Scotch Plains men, and
the Atlantic Base Ball Club (ABBC),
a team from Smithtown, NY, resulted
in a 5-1 ABBC victory. Although the
local men out hit the visitors, 12-8,
ABBC managed to make better use of
them. Westfield’s Pat King and Steve
Hingel and Scotch Plains’ Ray Pinho
led the Resolutes with two hits apiece.

June 18, 1999: Chaos showed no
mercy as it sent a procession of players
across home plate and mesmerized
poor Charlie Brown’s, 21-3, in
Westfield Softball League action at
Tamaques Park. Much power was dis-
played as John DíOrio, Bill Harcourt
and Steve Kamins of Chaos and Chuck
Dashiell and Chris Curty on Charlie
Brown’s each blasted home runs.

June 18, 1998: Tom Straniero had
four RBI and Ken Hoelzel scored three
runs as St. Joseph dowsed St. Anne
with a 15-5 soaking in St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Softball
League action at Brookside Park. The
real downpour came in the sixth inning
as St. Joseph gushed with seven runs.

It Was a Pretty Good Year,
And Things May Get Better

Ten conference, six county, four
sectional and two state champion-
ships.

At most schools that would be a
great decade.

At WHS it was the 2008-2009
school year.

So, what kind of year was it? Re-
ally, truly? To be honest, it was a
pretty good year, but definitely one
that most people would agree could’ve
been even better.

The high expectations are prob-
ably a leftover of having been part of
an earlier generation (a.k.a., the ’60s
and ’70s) when the bar was raised
amazingly high for all future teams at
WHS.

It’s just that other schools have
seemingly taken the spotlight from
my Blue Devils and it’s not easy
letting go of that spotlight. I grew up
actually thinking there was some-
thing in the water that made WHS,
and Westfield, such a special place.
In my eyes, WHS should always be
on the radar of every school in every
sport, the team every opponent circles
on their calendar in the summer, the
team with the biggest target on its
back.

But still, 10, six, four and two
“ain’t” shabby.

And now, as the Class of 2009
heads into its first post-WHS summer
and then on to the rest of their lives,
here are my best reasons to look for-
ward to the 2009-2010 season:

For those not counting, there are 86
days until Elizabeth comes to town

for the football season-opener on
September 12. WHS has gone from
6-4 in 2006 to 7-4 in ’07 and 7-3 last
fall. And the potential for this year’s
team, despite some major graduation
losses, is enormous, thanks mainly to
the guys on the all-important defen-
sive side of the ball: ends Willie
Johnson, Nick Matthews and Mike
Kardias, tackles Brandon Dietz, Mike
Sheehan and Adam Metz, lineback-
ers A.J. Murray, Aiden Scanlon, An-
drew Arnold, Joe Ondi, Chris Fantini
and Pat Gray, and backs Ryan Hess,
Dan Kerr, Wesley Belle, Brian Henry
and Hugo Nolasco. (And don’t forget
Garrett Pryor, Tony Mastrocola and
Gereld Schuman, who all impressed
too!) Offense – and especially a speed-
ster like Jhakyse Williams – is fun to
watch, but defense is where titles are
won. (And please, if there’s a God,
can he/she pretty please get WHS a
rematch with Ridge in the ’09 play-
offs? I’m begging!)

The gymnastics team, with nine
veterans returning, led by Lacy
Cummings, Jenna Rodrigues and a
healthy Claire Stevens-Haas, will be
the strongest since the days of the
Caravello sisters.

The basketball team loses three
sweet players – Mike Lessner, Tony
DiIorio and Chris Sheehan – and will,
as always, face one of the state’s
toughest schedules. But having Pat
Gray, Ryan Hess and Pat Sabatino
under the boards is very cool, and
guards Jaraad Rogers and Nolasco
are both battle-tested. And a healthy

Diana Venezia, along with Katie
Ponce, Martina Landeka, Anne
Knisely, Sarah Nelson, Nikki
Aronson, Amanda Markowski and
Dani Miller should keep the girls
team strong.

Despite graduating an outstanding
senior class, the boys swim team
should enter the season as the favorite
to win its 23rd state championship,
and third in a row. Matt Meserole is
ready to join the list of all-timers, and
Jack Lorentzen isn’t far behind. Mike
Oster, John Taylor, Andrew Cordiero,
Nicky Boyle, Larry Zhang and Ryan
Hobson are battle-tested. And the girls
– with a stacked senior class, includ-
ing Suzanne Lemberg, Meredith
Smith, Kyle Higgins, Emily Budnick,
Kate Heffernan, Elaine Anderson and
Kelsey Wilson – will get a shot at
avenging last year’s final-event loss
to West Windsor-Plainsboro South in
the state final.

Wrestling coach Glen Kurz loses
nine letter winners, including John
Barnes, from the best team WHS has
had in a long time. But he’s got Chris-
tian Barber returning, along with vet-
erans Austin Slifer, Mike Kalimtzis,
Troy Skibitsky, Jay Yengling, Brian
Henry, Chris Tomasso, Ryan
Jennings, Eric Gozdieski and Bill
Kim. (Hint, hint: A couple of football
players would help out at 215 and
275.) Barber is 45-15 and could join
Cory Posey (118) as the second 100-
win guy in WHS history.

Hockey coach Dennis Doherty re-
turns his top five scorers – CJ Meyer,
Nick Attanasio, Henry O’Brien, Joe
Kramkowski and Dylan Moran –
along with goalies Morgan Bungerz
and Steve Wronski.

A baseball sectional title ... at least.
You read it here first. With returnees
A.J. Murray, Dan Kerr, Joe Ondi,
Aiden Scanlon, Rob Anderson, Max
Fusaro, Phil Russo, Mike Buontempo
and James Hughes, along with the
upcoming kids from the county jayvee
champs, and maybe even a sopho-
more or two from this year’s out-
standing freshman group. (And an-
other WHS-SPF county final looms,
too.)

Three straight state Group 4 titles
… and counting for the boys tennis
team. No. 1 singles (Adam Reich),
No. 3 (Justin Snyder), No. 3a (Tom
Kowalski) and the state’s No. 1
doubles team (Graeme Stahl and Scott
Bernstein) are all back, although
who’ll be in which slots is anybody’s
guess. Add veteran Alan Chu and
don’t be surprised if there’s another
WHS vs. Lenape Group 4 final.

LEGION UPDATE
The 2009 American Legion season

began June 8 and coach Kenny Miller,
the WHS junior varsity coach, has a
lot of familiar faces on the Post 3
senior roster. In addition to many of
his Union County Junior Varsity Tour-
nament champs, Miller has a handful
of players from the ’09 varsity.

The Post 3 senior roster: Rob Ander-
son (3b-p), Mike Buontempo (of),
Kevin Clancy (of), Steve Forgash (of),
Greg Fortino (of), Max Fusaro (2b),
Brett Johnson (1b-of), Dan Kerr (1b-
p), Tony Mastrocola (c), A.J. Murray
(c), Tripp Nugent (p), Joe Ondi (of),
Phil Russo (p-ss), Aiden Scanlon (p),
Justin White (p), Tim Younger (ss-p).

The remainder of the Post 3 senior
schedule (home games at Edison; all
games 5:45 p.m., unless listed): June
19, Roselle; June 20, at Watchung
Hills, 10:45 a.m.; June 24, at Linden,
8 p.m.; June 25, at Scotch Plains;
June 29, at Berkeley Heights; June
30, Union Catholic; July 2, Clark;
July 6, Kenilworth; July 7, Roselle;
July 10, at Elizabeth; playoffs to fol-
low.

RECORD BREAKER
Cyndil Matthew first got the atten-

tion of then-WHS softball coach Tara
Pignoli in April 2006, when some of
her junior varsity home runs held up
the varsity game after rolling into the
outfield. By mid-season she was the
designated player for the varsity. And
by the time she was done last month,
the Massachusetts-bound Matthew
had set school career records for:

Hits: 130 (runnersup Kim Kumpf,
Susan Phillips and Mary Kate
Flannery had 107)

Home runs: 20 (runnerup Sarah
Cozewith had 17)

Extra-base hits: 44 (tied with Jacki
Booth)

Runs: 116 (runnerup Nancy Kasko
had 79)

RBI: 88
Batting average: .558
She only struck out 19 times in

over 300 career plate appearances.
And she also had a career 13-4 pitch-
ing record when she wasn’t playing
third base.

INSTANT REPLAY
The recent success of Gatorade’s

Instant Replay Game between the
1993 football teams from Easton (Pa.)
and Phillipsburg (see Devil’s Dens of
April 23 and 30) – the game was
completely sold out in less than a half
hour – got Steve Merrill (WHS ’70)
thinking.

Over hot dogs last month at the
legendary Charlie’s Pool Room in
Alpha, “Steamboat” put down one of
his “mealies” for a half-second and
said, “You should do a Devil’s Den
about the top five Westfield games
you’d like to see replayed.”

Sounds good, but what are the
ground rules? Do they have to be a
replay of a tie game, like Easton-
P’burg? Or can it just be a replay of a
game that I’d like a “do-over”? Or
maybe even one that didn’t happen?

With that in mind, here are the
Devil’s half-dozen (seven) WHS
games that jumped right out at me, in
chronological order.

The 1966 Greater Newark Tourna-
ment semifinal, when Parsippany
scored a controversial 2-1 win on a
double-suicide squeeze bunt in the
bottom of the ninth.

The 1973 scoreless tie between the
top-ranked WHS and second-ranked
Nutley football teams.

The 1974 state football playoff
game between top-ranked WHS and
Morristown that was never played
because the NJSIAA chose
Bloomfield as Morristown’s oppo-
nent.

The 1977 sectional final baseball
game between WHS and SP-F. Only
this time K.C. Knobloch doesn’t get
replaced after the line drive off his
leg, and Westfield goes on to win the
state Group 4 title, not SP-F.

The 1978 football game when SP-
F won 11-7 to beat WHS for the first
time, and likely cost a terrific Devils
team a sectional title.

The 1993 state semifinal between
the WHS boys swim team and Bergen
Catholic. Only this time WHS’s state
champion 400-free relay beats B.C.,
and then WHS goes on to beat St.
Joseph in the final.

The 2000 Union County boys
swimming championships, when
WHS’s 42-year win streak was ended.

(If non-WHS events count, you can
definitely include that final Sunday
of the 1964 state American Legion
finals, when Brooklawn swept Post
3, which needed to win just one of the
two games to advance to regionals.
Or the 1966 state American Legion
finals, when unbeaten/unbeatable
Donny Anderson ran out of innings
before the championship game and
Post 3 lost to Hamilton in the final.

(And definitely include the 1975
NCAA wrestling final, when Lehigh’s
Mike Lieberman edged Iowa’s, and
Westfield’s, Chris Campbell 5-4 at
Jadwin Gym. And include the bogus
1980 Olympic boycott – accom-
plished a lot, didn’t it? – by the U.S.,
which cost Campbell a guaranteed
gold medal … and also the 1984
Olympic Trials, when an injured
Campbell was not given a waiver – he
was ranked No. 1 in the world – and
his replacement got the gold medal.)

The Devil’s Den is signing off for
the summer. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember:
Win or not, WHS4EVR!
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WESTFIELD $469,000
Great investment property or owner occu-

pancy.  Multi-Family home.  Separate utili-

ties and washer/dryer for each unit.  Updates

include new flooring and tile, newer Kitch-

ens, baths and appliances.  Close to town,

train and school.  Second floor vacant.

WESTFIELD $589,900
Sparkling Colonial with 7 rooms has a new

Kitchen and main bath in 2007, beautiful

hardwood floors and new Trex deck with hot

tub.  Freshly painted in and out.  Includes

finished basement and a new gas furnace.

WESTFIELD $650,000
Turn of the century Colonial.  This distinc-

tive home offers quality workmanship, fine

detailing and beautiful architectural lines.

Spacious rooms, high ceilings, wood floors

and large, new windows.

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,600,000
Gracious circa 1915 center hall Colonial is

exceptionally well-maintained.  Magnificent

grounds, many special details:  zinc sink in

Sunroom, updated elevator, well water for

sprinkler.  Includes 13 rooms, 5 Bedrooms,

4.1 baths and 4 fireplaces.

WESTFIELD $1,395,000
Truly one-of-a-kind Custom home with new

state-of-the-art Butler’s pantry and Kitchen

with French doors to Breakfast Room, new 1st

floor bath, box beam ceiling, moldings, arch-

ways, hardwood floors.  Impressive property.

WESTFIELD $2,495,000
Spectacular 17 room Colonial built in 2007

with the finest materials and architectural

details.  Impressive 2-story entry hall, soar-

ing ceilings, intricate moldings and custom

built-ins throughout.

MOUNTAINSIDE $779,500
Spacious and gracious Ranch with winter

skyline views.  Wonderful condition.

Freshly painted, neutral décor, refinished

hardwood floors.  Very large lower level

with full bath and Kitchenette.  Great

Mother/Daughter home.

WESTFIELD $925,000
Picture perfect center hall Colonial brimming

with charm.  Includes 10 rooms and features

5 Bedrooms, 1 full and 2 half baths, beautiful

décor and many updates.  Warm and invit-

ing with bright, light-filled rooms, high ceil-

ings, oak flooring and classic moldings.
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Devil of the Week
Will Return

In Mid September

David B. Corbin (June 2003 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF 4 FIREBALLERS…Dodger starting pitcher Chris Jenkins was one of
four fireballers in Game 1 of the Westfield Majors World Series.
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