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We Cannot Stand Silently
As Hate Threatens Others
By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

Last week, a lone gunman entered
the United States Holocaust Museum
in Washington and began firing a
rifle, killing a security guard. Stephen
Johns, the murdered guard who was
able to return fire while mortally
wounded, died in the line of duty
protecting thousands of innocent visi-
tors. He was a truly brave man.

Later it was learned that the gun-
man was a longtime member of sev-
eral racist and neo-Nazi groups and
had served jail time for threatening
Federal employees with a weapon.

How ironic that a place dedicated
to remembrance of the inhumanity of
which humankind is capable is the
scene of such horrific violence.

Elie Wiesel, the famed author and
survivor of Buchenwald concentra-
tion camp (and who spoke in Westfield
about two decades ago), once wrote
that “the opposite of love is not hate;
the opposite of love is indifference.”
The lesson that I derive from this is
that we cannot be self-satisfied by
merely noting that we do not actively
hate others because of their creed,
their skin color or their nationality.

Many of us (myself included some-

times) note increasing attacks on gays
and lesbians, immigrants, Muslims,
and merely shake our heads and con-
gratulate ourselves that we do not
engage in that kind of bigotry. Wiesel
reminds us that we cannot remain
indifferent bystanders when others in
our society are attacked or beaten
because they happen to come from
across our borders, or wear a turban,
or pray differently, or have a different
political position. We must speak up;
we must take a stand.

I remind us all of the famous quote
attributed to Pastor Martin Niemoller:

“In Germany, they came first for
the Communists, And I didn’t speak
up because I wasn’t a Communist;

And then they came for the trade
unionists, And I didn’t speak up
because I wasn’t a trade unionist;

And then they came for the Jews,
And I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t
a Jew;

And then... they came for me... And
by that time there was no one left to
speak up.”

* * * * * * *

Rabbi Sagal is senior rabbi at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Kathleen Collins

Author Collins to Give Talk
On TV Cooking Show Book
FANWOOD – Author Kathleen

Collins will visit the Fanwood Me-
morial Library on Wednesday, June
24, at 7 p.m. to discuss her new
bestseller “Watching What We Eat:
The Evolution of Television Cook-
ing Shows.”

“Watching What We Eat” illumi-
nates how cooking shows have both
reflected and shaped significant
changes in American culture over
more than 50 years and explores
why they remain popular.

Ms. Collins will lead her audience
through the history of television
cooking shows, from Dione Lucas to
Julia Child to the Galloping Gour-
met and on to the Food Network, the
Iron Chef and other programs.

An author and researcher, Ms.
Collins has studied and written
about television, media, history,
popular culture and food. She holds
a master’s degree in journalism from
New York University with a spe-
cialization in cultural reporting and
criticism, as well as a master’s de-
gree in library science.

A drawing will be held for a copy

of “Watching What We Eat,” which
Ms. Collins will sign. Other copies
of the book will be available for
purchase and signing.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more informa-
tion about this and other events at the
library, call the library at (908) 322-
6400. Registration is recommended.

Merynda Adams Mark Censits

Library Events to Feature
Harpist and Wine Advice

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present two
programs on Monday, June 22, in-
cluding harpist Merynda Adams at
noon and “How to be an Educated
Wine Buyer” at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

A graduate of the Manhattan
School of Music, Ms. Adams has
been the principal harpist of The
Orchestra at William Paterson Uni-
versity for the past decade. Addi-
tionally, she has performed with the
New York Grand Opera, New Phil-
harmonic, Plainfield Symphony,
Metro Lyric Opera, Opera at
Florham and the Northeastern Phil-
harmonic. She has appeared at Lin-
coln Center’s Bruno Walter Audito-
rium, Avery Fisher Hall and off
Broadway in the long-running mu-
sical The Fantasticks.

In addition to running an active
teaching studio, she is an Affiliate
Artist Teacher at Drew University
and has been an instructor of harp at
Seton Hall University. She is fea-
tured in the book “Plaza Weddings,”
playing at the nuptials of Donald
Trump and Eddie Murphy. Her other

engagements include events honor-
ing Colin Powell, Beverly Sills and
Andrea Bocelli.

Mark Censits, founder of
CoolVines wine and spirits shop in
Westfield and Princeton, will
present “How to be an Educated
Wine Buyer.” He will offer advice
on purchasing wine, whether it be
from a restaurant wine list, a retail
store or online.

The harpist program is open to
the public; registration is not neces-
sary. The wine-buying program is
open to Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders. To regis-
ter, access the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the Online
Calendar, or call the library at (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4130.

SCHOLARSHIP HONOREES…Sixteen students, pictured above, were awarded
scholarships totaling $74,500 from the Westfield Rotary Club Foundation during
its annual scholarship luncheon on June 9 at the Westfield Area “Y.”
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Rotary Foundation Awards
Over $74,000 to 16 Students
WESTFIELD – During its annual

Scholarship Luncheon held June 9
at the Westfield Area “Y” in
Westfield, the Westfield Rotary Club
Foundation presented 16 local col-
lege-bound students with scholar-
ship money totaling $74,500.

Foundation Scholarship Commit-
tee Chairman Liz Ensslin presided
over the presentations with the se-
lection committee comprised of
Rotarians Alison Brafman, Ronald
Hutchison, John Lazzarotti, Roger
Love, Nancy Jackson and Mary Ellen
O’Boyle. Criteria for consideration
are based on academic achievement,
service to the community and finan-
cial need.

According to Darielle Walsh, chair-
man of the foundation board, more
than $2 million has been awarded to
Westfield scholars since the scholar-
ship fund’s inception in 1923.

“Rotary’s group of scholarships
are financed by proceeds from the
club’s annual Pancake Breakfast,
other fundraisers during the year and
a managed fund comprised of dona-
tions and bequests by Rotarians, their
families and friends,” she said. “The
club’s foundation also administers
several scholarships on behalf of the
community-based Westfield Foun-
dation.”

Elizabeth Chance, executive di-
rector of the Westfield Foundation,
presented her organization’s two top
scholarships in memory of Charles
and Florence Wallace, totaling
$15,000 each over the course of four
years. They went to Amanda Lojo,

who will attend Loyola University,
and Christopher DeLaFuente, who
will attend the University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School.

Michelle Ball received the Rotary
Club Foundation’s largest award, in
honor of Westfield Rotarians Living
and Deceased, a $10,000 four-year
scholarship. She will attend
Villanova University’s School of
Business.

Dorothy Sturcke awarded two
$5,000 scholarships in memory of
her late husband, Harry Sturcke, a
Rotarian for 69 years and a major
donor to the Rotary Club Founda-
tion. They went to Panos Chantzis,
who will attend Montclair State Uni-
versity, and Christopher Yeager, who
will attend Drexel University.

Two scholarships valued at $2,500,
also memorializing Charles and Flo-
rence Wallace, were awarded by Mrs.
Chance to Brigid Ryan, who will
attend Emerson College, and John
Gilmartin, who will attend Virginia
Military Institute.

Sean Wicks, who will attend the
University of Texas, received a schol-
arship for $2,500 given in memory of
the late Rotarian Emerson Thomas.

Mrs. Sturcke awarded two $2,500
scholarships, in memory of Mr.
Sturcke, to Julian Applebaum, who
will attend Wesleyan University, and
Vasilios Chantzis, who will attend
Rutgers University.

Mrs. Chance presented Gabrielle
Jakub, who will attend Boston Uni-
versity, with the Westfield
Foundation’s Chester Gerdes Schol-
arship valued at $2,000.

Rotarian honor scholarships were
awarded to sisters Danielle Gillyard
and Dominique Gillyard, who will
attend the University of North Caro-
lina, $2,500 each; Alexis
Constantine, who is going to the
University of Richmond, and Ben
Colvin, who will attend Warren Wil-
son College, $2,000 each, and Vivek
Sinanan, who will attend Johns
Hopkins University, $1,000.

Library to Begin 15th Year
Of Summer Reading Club

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library, located at 411 Third
Avenue, will celebrate the 15th an-
nual Summer Reading Club with its
participation in the statewide theme
of “Get Creative @ Your Library.”

While children are encouraged to
read what they like during the sum-
mer, participants will receive a spe-
cial bonus prize if they take out two
craft books during the summer.
Complete details are available at
the library’s circulation desk.

Log-ins for the program will be-
gin on Monday, June 22, and the
session will continue through Fri-
day, August 7, as the last day to log
in. Closing activities will take place
on Thursday, August 13, at 2 p.m.
Activities will include awarding of
Certificates of Participation, ran-
dom prize drawings and prizes for
reading the “bonus” craft books, all
capped off by a Make-Your-Own-
Sundae ice cream party.

Garwood children in pre-kinder-
garten through fifth grade may par-
ticipate in this summer program.
Other activities during the summer
will include movies for youngsters
on Thursdays at 2 p.m., a program
by Holly Cleland, who will create
“Glue and Go” costumes for chil-
dren on Thursday, July 23, at 1
p.m., and a visit by John Miller
from Pearl Observatory, who will
present a show on dinosaurs at 3
p.m. on Wednesday, July 29. There
also will be crafts for children on
Tuesdays at 3 p.m.

More detailed information may be
found on the library’s website,
youseemore.com/garwood, includ-
ing the craft and movie schedules.
Registration is required for the Holly
Cleland and John Miller programs.
For each show, there is a limit of 40
children. Parents can register their
child in person at the library or by
calling the library at (908) 789-1670.

Additionally, the library main-
tains a collection of many of the
books on the Arthur L. Johnson High
School Reading Lists, grades 9
through 12, as well as required read-
ing selections for the middle school
students of Garwood’s Lincoln
School. Copies of the lists and fur-
ther requirements are available at
the circulation desk.

The library’s summer hours are 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Friday. The library will be closed
during the summer on Saturdays
beginning June 27.

Meeting Set Tonight
For King Service Day
FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains/

Fanwood Ministerium will sponsor a
Martin Luther King Day of Service
beginning in 2010. In accordance with
the invitation to communities from
Michelle Obama, the ministerium
wants its member towns to come to-
gether for “a day on and not a day off.”

The idea is for various social ser-
vice and non-profit organizations in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood to host
service activities suitable for all ages,
to enable residents to do good to-
gether and to get to know the needs in
their communities and the organiza-
tions that exist to fill them.

An organizational meeting is sched-
uled for 8 p.m. tonight, Thursday,
June 18, at Temple Sholom/Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, located at
Martine and LaGrande Avenues in
Fanwood. Representatives of com-
munity service organizations and oth-
ers interested in helping to plan the
event are invited to attend.

Interested individuals are asked to
respond to Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
(rabbi@sholomnj.org) with their con-
tact information – even if they cannot
attend tonight’s meeting.

www.goleader.com
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Library to Kick Off
Summer Registration
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library, located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road, has an-
nounced that it will participate in
the “Get Creative @ Your Library”
theme for its Summer Reading ac-
tivities this year.

Signups for Summer Reading
Club book groups or drama pro-
grams for children will begin on
Monday, June 22, from 10:30 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Programs will begin on
Monday, July 6, and end on Friday,
August 14.

An array of programming for a
wide range of age groups and grade
levels will be offered. Once again,
the Friends of the Library will spon-
sor special Monday night programs.
Summer offerings will include
storytimes both at the library and in
LaGrande Park; book clubs for ev-
ery grade level; Reader’s Theatre, a
weekly program for third and fourth
graders where children read and per-
form skits, jokes and small plays and
puppetry; the Summer Drama Work-
shop for students entering grades 5
to 9 and “Know an Artist, Be an
Artist,” which presents the life and
work of famous artists and allows
children in grades 2 through 5 to try
out some techniques and styles used
by those artists.

For more information about any
of the summer activities, call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

Bethel Baptist Plans
Father’s Day Weekend
WESTFIELD – The Bethel Baptist

Church, located at 539 Trinity Place
in Westfield, will hold its Father’s
Day weekend celebration tomorrow
through Sunday, June 19 to 21.

The Reverend James Turpin, Bethel
Baptist Church associate minister,
will lead the worship service from
7:30 to 9 p.m. tomorrow. On Satur-
day, June 20, a breakfast/workshop
will be held from 8 a.m. to noon. The
Reverend Glen E. Richardson, associ-
ate minister of the Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church of Scotch Plains, will be
the guest speaker. The Bethel Baptist
Deacon Ministry will serve breakfast.
A $7 donation is requested.

On Sunday, June 21, Father’s Day
worship services will begin at 11 a.m.
Elder Scott Blackmon of the Foun-
tain of Praise Church in Trenton will
be the guest preacher.

All are invited to come and wor-
ship. For more information, call the
church at (908) 233-4250.


