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WASHINGTON – Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7) on June 11 said
that Troubled Asset Relief Program
(TARP) funds returned by financial
firms should be used to reduce our
nation’s ever-growing debt, not used
on new spending as suggested by the
U.S. Secretary of Treasury and some
in Congress.

“The TARP repayment news is a
promising sign that our beleaguered
financial system is beginning to sta-
bilize and taxpayer funds are being
returned,” said Rep. Lance, a mem-
ber of the House Financial Services
Committee. “However, I am deeply
concerned about the signals being
sent from the Treasury Department
and some in Congress regarding the
fate of these returned dollars. Let me
be clear — these funds must be des-
ignated to pay down our national
debt.”

Earlier this week, the U.S. Trea-
sury Department announced the re-
payment of TARP funds from 10
banks, totaling $68.3 billion returned
to the TARP program. While Lance
and others have called for these re-
payments to be applied to help pay
down the national debt, Treasury Sec-
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
Writes of Flu, Student Absences

Letters to the Editor
What Experience is Necessary
For Board of Public Utilities?

Gratitude for Community’s
Generous Acts of Kindness

Not being particularly savvy about
politics I occasionally hear something
that makes me ponder how it works. I am
the person who stands quietly in the back-
ground wearing a half smile and I listen.
Sometimes a name will enable me to
identify who the person being talked about
is. Recently, I heard some conversation
regarding Assemblywoman Linda
Stender.

Someone suggested that she may not
be able to hold on to her position when it
comes up for grabs. There is a rumble
about putting her on the Board of Public
Utilities. Not being too sure about what
they are expected to actually do on that, I
asked around.

The Board of Public Utilities is alleg-
edly sort of a watchdog for when the
utility people want to raise the rates to the
skies they will pat them on the head and
suggest they aim a bit lower. Sounds
reasonable to me.

I have a question about experience for
this job? Is turning on the porch light,
filling the kettle and putting it on the stove
equip one with the needed background?
Perhaps paying the bills for utilities on
time is the way to demonstrate your abil-
ity.

Not knowing if Ms. Stender has even
those capabilities I wonder who is decid-
ing that this would be a lateral move so as
not to embarrass her if she finds herself
short on remaining an Assemblywoman
next time around?

If my bills go up will my electric be
more electrifying? Maybe my water will
be wetter?

Will the gas flame on the stove burn in
prettier colors?

Maybe I should just stop listening…
Ignorance is supposed to be bliss.

Barbara Cook
Roselle

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
parents and copied to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

****
Dear Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parents:
We feel it is important to alert you that

within the last week we have seen an
increase in student absences due to flu,
bronchitis, and strep. While we have not
had a confirmed case of H1N1 (swine
influenza), we are continuing to monitor
the reasons for students’ absences. This
recent increase dictates that we intensify
our response. Therefore, we are institut-
ing the Center for Disease Control Guide-
lines:

“Students, faculty or staff with influ-
enza-like illness (fever with a cough, sore
throat, headache, vomiting, diarrhea, or
body aches) should stay home and not
attend school or go into the community
except to seek medical care for at least
seven days even if symptoms resolve

sooner.”
I cannot stress enough the need for

adults and children to stay home if they
are ill or if they have a temperature of 100
degress or higher. Although Tylenol and/
or other medications may help to reduce
fever and mask symptoms, the illness
may still be contagious.

As you do your part, please be assured
that the district is continuing to do its part.
We are sanitizing classrooms and public
areas daily. If students show symptoms
while at school, they are sent to the nurse
and are isolated until the parent arrives.

Given the unusual nature of this spring’s
trends in influenza-type illnesses within
our state and across the nation, we appre-
ciate your continued cooperation as we
work together to keep all of our students
healthy.

Thomas Beese, Jr.,
Dir. of Special Services

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools

To the residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood:

The Miksis children and their uncle
Tony DiFransisco, their guardian, have
requested that their sincere appreciation
be expressed to all for the kind and gener-
ous acts by many people in the communi-
ties concerning the recent passing away
of their mother and sister, Michele Miksis.

Special notes of thanks for those who
have been involved in many ways: Susan
D’Appuzzo, Elaine Coupe, Maggie
Savoca, Peggy Brown, Lisa Magnotta,
Suzanne Kluckas, Jane Mulvey, Pat
Krema, The Ruzak’s, and The Fallo’s and
Father Kevin of St. Bart’s.

The organizations that have donated
time and/or resources to the family are:
St. Bart’s Church, SPF PAL Football,
SPFYBA, SPFSA, the YMCA, Park
Middle School Principal Lisa Rebimbas
and Evergreen School Principal Colleen
Haubert and Rossi’s Manager Bernadette
Stocker.

A trust fund has been established in the
name of the Miksis children by Thomas
Russo, attorney, Bartle Avenue, Scotch
Plains, who has also worked with great
effort to assist this family.

Lynn Payne
Scotch Plains

retary Timothy Geithner has indi-
cated that the returned funds would
“free up resources” for new future
bailout loans.

“I respectfully disagree with the
Secretary’s position that these mon-
ies can be reused in the future,” said
Mr. Lance. “The repaid taxpayer
funds should only be used to pay
down the ever-growing national debt.”

Earlier in the week, Rep. Lance
joined 19 of his Republican col-
leagues on the House Financial Ser-
vices Committee in sending a letter
to Secretary Geithner calling on him
to “designate these repaid funds to
pay down the national debt.” Con-
gressman Lance is a cosponsor of
H.R. 2119, legislation that would re-
quire Treasury to apply returned
TARP funds to debt reduction.

Rep. Leonard Lance is a leading
voice in Congress for reducing
America’s national debt, calling re-
cent federal spending that increases
the national debt “very troubling” and
“nothing more than generational theft.”

The 100th Birthday of
McKinley School was Magical

Bigosinski Should Have Voiced
His Concerns in Public
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It started as we drove to Kehler Field
and saw all the children and their parents
walking to the stadium. What a picture!

At Kehler Field all the children pa-
tiently lining up, getting white balloons to
carry... Children filled with just friend-
ship, excitement and joy!

The wonderful Centennial Birthday
Cake Float was there to greet all of us,
then leading the children once around the
field and onto McKinley School field.

The large float with the grand eagle
waited outside the stadium and followed
at the end of the parade and accompanied
us to the school. The Art Teacher and the
American serviceman rode in the float. It
was as beautiful as a float could be! A
patriotic moment!

We arrived at the school, the gardens
blooming and with hundreds of chairs
ready for the children and guests. The
podium ready for the all the dignitaries!

The boy scouts and honor guard led the
children onto the grounds with dignity,
standing tall and taking their place by the
podium. They stayed at attention through
the entire presentation!

The children, polite, quiet, respectful
and full of joy, sat smiling through it all.
No pinching, no loud talking or fussing.

Wonderful manners by the McKinley
kids! They finished with a special song
honoring McKinley School.

The Star Spangled Banner was sung as
never before by an attentive crowd. The
program commenced with Rev. Ed Carll
giving a meaningful blessing and Con-
gressman Leonard Lance presenting an
American flag that had flown over the
White House in May.

The introduction of the former prin-
ciples of McKinley School, Ed Braynock
and Wilson Jackson, and the many alumni
that attended showed how much
McKinley School is honored.

Guests were thrilled with the tours of
the school, the writings and drawings of
the children, and all the memorabilia of
the 100 years of the school. The new
library would make anyone want to read!

And, great kudos to McKinley Princi-
pal Claudia Andreski for her address to
the guests, her energy, foresight and love
of her kids, to make history come alive for
the whole town of Westfield.

Thanks McKinley for a magical day in
Westfield! You are the best!

Peggy and David Norwine
Westfield

I am disappointed with the comments
of Tom Bigosinski as reported in the June
11, 2009, Westfield Leader regarding
Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s new environ-
mental initiative for Westfield. Mayor
Skibitsky has supported many environ-
mentally friendly programs, including
initiatives I see at McKinley School such
as the Walking School Bus, school recy-
cling and beautification programs.

Despite the mayor’s long history of
environmental support, Mr. Bigosinski
alleges in an e-mail that the mayor “has
been hostile to the efforts of others to
form a much-needed environmental com-
mission.” Mr. Bigosinski further claims
that he hopes “that the mayor’s proposal
is not just election-year posturing.” I am
disappointed that Mr. Bigosinski, one of
the councilmen who represent my ward,
chose to make these disparaging com-
ments in an e-mail to the newspaper rather
than voice his concerns directly to the
mayor during the Town Council meeting.
I have always found the mayor as being
approachable and easy to talk to. I would
hope that our town representatives would
take the initiative to discuss concerns face
to face at open town meetings, rather then
by e-mail to the paper.

Sustainable Jersey is “a certification

program for municipalities in New Jersey
that want to go green, control costs and
save money, and take steps to sustain
their quality of life over the long term”
(refer to SustainableJersey.com for more
information). It is an initiative to preserve
our great town for future generations.

I support Mayor Skibitsky’s Sustain-
able New Jersey Environmental initia-
tives and I encourage Mr. Bigosinski to
stop the partisan bickering.

Nancy Greco
Westfield

Asm. Bramnick Photo
Contest Announced

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21) is sponsoring
the Second Annual Summer Photo
Contest. This year’s contest theme is
“The Beautiful Garden State.” Pho-
tos can be submitted in three catego-
ries: the Jersey Shore, New Jersey
state parks and New Jersey wildlife.

Jersey Shore photos can be of such
things as boating, sunsets, boardwalk,
amusement and all the great fun at the
Jersey Shore. New Jersey state parks’
photo examples are of forests, trails,
parks, mountains, lakes, marshes and
historic monuments. Mammals, rep-
tiles and amphibians are some ex-
amples of the wildlife in the state.

Submit photos along with a de-
scription of each photo, the
photographer’s name, e-mail and con-
tact information, by September 4, via
e-mail to asmbramnick@njleg.org.
The contest is open to all ages.

Winners will be announced in Sep-
tember. The Westfield Leader will
publish all photos on its website.

IN IT TO WIN IT...Last Thursday, raffle chairman Brian Stanley picks this
year’s winner of the Westfield Booster’s Super 50/50 to benefit WHS athletics.

VFW Ladies Auxillary
To Host Yard Sale

GARWOOD — The ladies auxiliary
of the VFW Garwood/Westfield Post
No.6807 will be participating in the
Garwood Townwide Yard Sale on Satur-
day, June 20. The VFW Auxiliary Yard
Sale will take place at 205 Willow Av-
enue at the corner of Oak Street from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Proceeds will be for cancer aid and
research. The post is also participating in
“Help Keep Garwood and the State of
New Jersey Green” by actively recycling
items we no longer can use.


