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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Streel – To drag
2. Cleg – The great horsefly
3. Ferraginous – Mixed or jumbled
4. Faitour – An imposter; a rogue

SINGULTUS
1. A hoisting bucket in a well or mine
2. Narrow-minded; set in one’s ways
3. A sneeze
4. A hiccup

LAZARETTO
1. A public hospital for lepers
2. A secret place of hiding; a den
3. A reception room
4. A churchyard gate, with a roof under

which a coffin can be set
TROPHIC

1. Having to do with victory, such as
with athletics

2. Having to do with nutrition
3. Devoted to exercise and good health
4. Pertaining to an orchard or garden

TAUBE
1. Rust-colored
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A type of German monoplane hav-

ing pigeon-shaped wings
4. Dewy; moist

Westfield Should Create
Volunteer Environmental Commission

Thanks to Those Who Helped
With fightSMA Duck Race

Add More Service at GW Train Stop
Or Reduce Fare by 65 Percent

Council Responsible for Tax
Increase; ‘SP Needs Better’

This Father’s Day, Remember
Dad For His Special Role

Thanks McKinley
For 100-Year Tribute
I should like to take this opportunity to

publicly thank the McKinley School com-
munity for organizing a wonderful tribute
to the 100-year-old school. Mrs. Andreski,
the devoted and innovative principal, and
the faculty, staff, parents and children
worked tirelessly to provide a special day
for all. We were entertained and informed,
but most of all, we were reconnected with
former students, teachers, principals and
parents. It was a tribute, which will be
remembered by all who attended. Here’s
to another 100 years of building a com-
munity of learners. McKinley School is
no longer a well-kept secret.

Anna Jane Leinbach Sabbagh
McKinley School First Grade
Teacher 1957-1976, Westfield

What a glorious day! The ducks raced
again this past Sunday in Mindowaskin
Park to raise money for the New Jersey
Chapter of fightSMA. Big thanks to ev-
eryone who purchased a duck, a quack
pack, a flock, or a gaggle to participate!

Approximately 4,000 ducks took to the
water with the help of the Department of
Public Works and their front loader, and
navigated the course with the help of the
Fire Department and their hoses! Twenty
lucky duck purchasers went home with
itunes gift cards.

This year, Amal Dakka from PTC
Therapeutics, located right in South
Plainfield, was on hand to help Patrick
start the race. Ms. Dakka is one of 10
scientists at PTC on the SMA team. Their
job is to work exclusively on finding a
cure for SMA. It was so awesome to
actually have on hand one of the scientists
who benefits from our annual fundraiser!

A very special thanks to the Westfield
Fire Department and the Department of
Public Works. Their support and con-
tinual efforts to make our race a success is
deeply appreciated. Thanks also to Brian
Moynihan who, as usual, provided music
and his own brand of comic narration of
the event. Dr. Perry, from Washington

School, braved the dunk tank for 20 min-
utes and was repeatedly soaked by his
students and former students.

Shamar Graves, senior tight end of the
Rutgers Scarlet Knights football team
also came by to sign autographs and meet
and greet fans. Rita’s provided plenty of
refreshing Italian ices and Philly Pretzels
donated 100 pretzels.

Thanks to all of our friends who pro-
vided homemade goodies for our bake
sale! And it was so heartwarming to see
how many of our middle-and high-
schoolers came out to help run our games
and attractions, sell ducks and collect
tickets.

The event was a tremendous success –
thanks to all of you! We hope to see you
again in 2010! And if you’d like to be part
of the planning for next year’s duck race,
please contact any one of us. We are:

Ellen Devin, Colleen Echausse,
Carolyn Fromm, Sheila Gagliano,

Maureen Higgins, Margaret Kuehn,
Mary Jane Prybylski, Lisa Simcox

and Ellen Windorf
The New Jersey Chapter of

fightSMA

At the June 9, 2009, council meeting,
the mayor proposed that the town join the
Sustainable New Jersey program.  While
this is a good first step, I cannot help but
note with frustration that the town pledged
to take many of these environmentally
responsible steps when former mayor
Greg McDermott signed the Mayor’s
Agreement on Climate Change five years
ago.  The volunteer Environmental Com-
mission I have tried to create over the past
two-and-a-half years would have pro-
vided the town with a head start and could
have accomplished what the mayor now
seeks to do and more. Westfield should
ensure meaningful follow up to this first
step by forming an Environmental Com-
mission now.

The Sustainable New Jersey program
is a good starting point, but should be
followed up by a full Environmental Com-
mission. Several objections to an Envi-
ronmental Commission were raised dur-
ing the council session. I believe that
these reflected a lack of complete infor-
mation.

Over two years ago, Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins and I were to present our
bi-partisan research on New Jersey Envi-
ronmental Commissions to the entire
council.  The mayor refused to let us make
the presentation and insisted that it be
presented to the council’s Code Review
Committee first, out of public view. The
mayor assured me then that the proposal
could be “dealt with” before the Novem-
ber 2007 election and that Councilwoman
Kimmins and I would bring our presenta-
tion to the council at that time. Two years
later the issue remains at the bottom of the
committee agenda.

 I now urge the mayor to invite Sandy
Batty, the head of the Association of New
Jersey Environmental Commissions, to
speak before the full council and to an-
swer any questions that they have. Sev-
eral of the objections raised at the council

meeting – which are premised on the false
notion that becoming sustainable costs
money, rather than saves it - could be
answered by Ms. Batty.

To dispel these fears, let me assure
everyone that: (1) there is no required cost
of a volunteer Environmental Commis-
sion; and (2) there are no state mandates
that go along with establishing an Envi-
ronmental Commission. New Jersey En-
vironmental Commissions have been in
existence since the 1960s without any
mandates or associated costs. In our neigh-
boring towns, which have commissions,
such as Cranford, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, they do not add cost or delay
applications to the board of adjustment or
the planning board.

We are asking all of our employees to
do more with less as we reduce our staff
to deal with our budget crisis.  Establish-
ing a volunteer Environmental Commis-
sion would allow us to achieve many of
these cost-saving, quality-of-life improve-
ments without burdening our employees
with additional meetings and obligations.

While I applaud the mayor for taking a
step in the right direction, it is unfortunate
that the town has not made any significant
progress on these environmental initia-
tives since Mayor McDermott signed the
Mayor’s Agreement on Climate Change
five years ago. Too much time has been
lost. I hope joining this initiative will
finally lead to action on the part of the
town.

I, along with fellow Councilman Tom
Bigosinski, fully support our participa-
tion in the Sustainable New Jersey pro-
gram, and ask that we finish the job by
creating right away a full Environmental
Commission, which both Councilman
Bigosinski and myself volunteer to join,
coordinate and support.

Councilman David Haas
Westfield

At a recent Garwood Council
meeting, several NJ Transit com-
muters discussed the need for ad-
ditional train stops at Garwood.
The meeting agenda had been an-
nounced in advance and NJ Tran-
sit representatives were expected
to attend. However, they were a
“no show” and the council will try
to arrange a future meeting with
NJ Transit.

In the meantime, we Garwood
commuters continue to receive
sub-standard service. Our monthly
ticket cost is exactly the same as
the Westfield commuters, but we
have far fewer trains stopping at
Garwood. On a Monday to Friday
basis, going into New York City,
there are seven trains that stop at
Garwood and 27 trains that stop at
Westfield. On the return trip, 13
trains stop at Garwood and 29
trains at Westfield. I am not sure
why we only have seven trains to

take us to New York City and 13 to
return home. In the morning there is
a 5:45 a.m. train and a 7:02 a.m.
During that period of time, two ad-
ditional trains just pass by the
Garwood station without stopping.
The next train is 7:53 a.m. followed
by 9:20 a.m. and then there are no
more trains stopping until 4:13 p.m.

Many Garwood residents take the
train at Cranford, Westfield and even
Rahway due to their more conve-
nient train schedule.

I urge all interested parties to
watch for the announcement that NJ
Transit will attend a Garwood Coun-
cil meeting and express your desire
for fair treatment. Otherwise, I de-
mand that NJ Transit reduce the
monthly fare from Garwood by 65
percent to account for the 35 percent
of the service that we get for the
same cost as what Westfield gets.

Gino Jannotti
Garwood

On this first day of summer, Sunday, June 21,
families will come together to celebrate Father’s
Day. Once again, this holiday offers us the opportu-
nity to pay tribute to the dads and other special men
in our lives – both living and deceased – who helped
to shape us into the people we are today.

A day to honor fathers was first proposed 100
years ago, in 1909, by Mrs. John B. Dodd. Mrs.
Dodd was inspired by the selfless dedication of her
own father, a Civil War veteran who raised six
children as a single father on a rural farm in eastern
Washington state after his wife died in childbirth.
The first Father’s Day was observed on June 19,
1910, in Spokane, Wash.

The concept of a day to honor fathers began taking
hold in communities across the nation. President
Calvin Coolidge, in 1924, endorsed the idea of a
national Father’s Day observance. In 1966, Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson signed a presidential procla-
mation establishing the third Sunday of June as
Father’s Day.

This holiday reminds us to remember and ac-
knowledge our fathers and “father figures” – grand-
fathers, uncles, stepfathers, foster fathers and other
significant men in our lives – for the pivotal role that
they play and have played in guiding us on our

journey from childhood, through adolescence, and
into adulthood. As the first man in his child’s life, a
father influences tremendously not only the person
that child becomes, but his or her future relationships
with siblings, spouses, peers and their own children.
He is his child’s protector, advisor, role model,
teacher and friend. Together with mothers, fathers
prepare their children to take their place as individu-
als in society.

This Father’s Day, let us honor dad in a special
way, with a visit, a card, a gift or some favorite
activity shared together. Enjoy this holiday as an
opportunity to reminisce, renew family ties and keep
family history alive. Tell dad how much he is loved
and appreciated. Celebrate old family traditions or
create some new ones. Give your father the gifts of
your time and your presence.

In addition to our fathers here at home, let us also
remember those fathers who cannot, for whatever
reason, celebrate this day with their sons and daugh-
ters. Let us especially remember those dads (and
moms) serving in the military, risking their lives
each day to build a safer world not only for their own
children, but for the children of other lands.

Happy Father’s Day to all our dads and father
figures.

County Should Stay Out of Towing
Business; Forget Revenue Enhancer

Union County is getting into the towing business.
In February, the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders quietly approved an ordinance that will
give the county half of all fees associated with the
towing and impounding of vehicles towed from
county roads and facilities such as county parks. The
county is also prepared to take over the impounding
of towing operations if this “sharing” of revenue
with private towers does not work out.

In the past, the county’s role was to only set the
rates for towers to ensure that county residents were
not being overcharged for towing. But along came
the recession and the need for the county to find new
revenue streams. As part of the county’s ordinance
for “police requested and non-preference towing
and storage services,” the county freeholders voted
to triple the cost of towing fees as well as hike daily
impound fees. The county is also looking at towed-
vehicles storing on county-owned land and to net all
100 percent of the storage fees.

Towers in the past were charged $500 per year to
contract with the county — contracts that included
the entire county. Now, the contracts, which will be
two years in length, cost between $1,850 and $3,350
depending on how many zones a tower subscribes to,
as the county has created three zones. Union County
estimates that they can net $100,000 annually in
towing fees.

Will the county police be looking for illegally
parked cars at county concerts to add to the county’s
revenue stream?

In our estimate, not only will this new ordinance
hurt private towers, but also it will now give county
police an incentive to look for vehicles that can be

towed. Also, will municipalities follow suit by tak-
ing their share of the towing revenue pie? What ever
happened to consolidating services by working with
other counties and towns to reduce spending?

When county residents are enjoying a summer
concert or MusicFest this fall, will they have to
worry that their cars will be towed? Will the county
hire extra license plate readers to grab more persons
with outstanding warrants so they can tow their cars
and reap the revenue? If this does not work out, will
the country buy their own tow trucks and take all the
profits from towing and impounding vehicles? The
county already has its own maintenance operation/
garage for county-owned vehicles.

The new towing policy has not been discussed at
freeholder meetings, although it was included in
County Manager George Devanney’s budget mes-
sage to the nine county freeholders in January.
Shouldn’t the dramatic change have been advertised
so the freeholders could hear from the public and the
towing community?

After all, the county could have a lot of money in
their coffers had the freeholders not spent it on
architectural drawings for the now-nixed dog park
improvements and had they reached out to county
residents, including park users, for their input. The
same occurred with the petting zoo planned at Pon-
derosa Park in Scotch Plains that is now being
converted to soccer fields.

The freeholders should consider reducing their
salaries, as Connecticut lawmakers are now doing on
an individual basis, to save tax dollars and stop
picking the pockets of private industry and its tax-
paying residents.
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Now that the Scotch Plains

Township Council has passed an
ordinance to set up a Sewer Utility
and scared township employees
with the loss of their jobs and the
residents of Scotch Plains with
less police protection, we can now
expect that the township council
will find money and get conces-
sions from employees, that were
there all along, to solve the prob-
lems they themselves created.
What they are trying to push into
the background of the tax issue is
that they spent the past several
months plotting in secret to see
how high they could increase the
costs to you by getting around the
New Jersey law to limit how much
they are allowed to increase your
taxes.

I believe that the need for the
increases above the allowed
amount can be laid at the feet of

the majority of the council. They
hired a consultant who does not know
about Scotch Plains finances with a
mindset to set up the Sewer Utility.
It appears that the majority of the
members of the township council
did not independently check his rec-
ommendations to see if they were
in the best interests of our citizens.
They did not ask for or get informa-
tion that if they had reviewed would
have shown them at a minimum that
the combination of taxes and sewer
charges did not need to be that high.
If they, in fact, knew that these costs
were too high and just raised the
prospect of reduced service and lay-
offs to look like heroes when they
solved the problem, they are cruel.
Either way Scotch Plains needs bet-
ter.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Seeking Copies of Wash. Plays
During my years of teaching at

Washington School, I have writ-
ten several complete shows for the
benefit of the PTA. Five of these
shows have been staged by the
Washington School Players at the
Roosevelt Intermediate School to
great acclaim and lots of fun for
audiences and participants alike.

I like to ask anyone who may
have a good taped copy of these
shows to allow me to make a copy
of them for my personal library. If
you can locate your copy and are
willing to let me make a copy of it,
please call me on (908) 654-4833
and I will arrange a pick up at a
mutually convenient time and

place.
The five shows I am looking for

are as follows:
Westward, HoiHo!, staged in Feb-

ruary 1982, Hassle at the Castle,
staged in February 1984, That Ras-
cal Robin, staged in February 1985,
Calamity Cruise, staged in Febru-
ary 1987, and Caesar’s Follies,
staged in February 1991.

All of these shows were written
and produced as part of the original
annual Grant School Show series,
which has become a Westfield tradi-
tion and continues to this day.

Nancy Schmidt
Mountainside

Read 100 Years of History at
www.goleader.com

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help


